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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION (1845). 


Eon a considerable number of years I have been engaged in 
critical investigations chiefly of the Pauline Epistles and the Acts, 
with a view to a better understanding of the life and work of the 
Apostle Paul, and of his historical position and importance. The 
first fruits of these studies appeared in the year 1831, in the 
Tiibinger Zeitschrift fur Theologie, 1831, p. 4, and was an essay 
entitled “ The Christ-party in the Corinthian Church, the opposition 
of Petrine and Pauline Christianity in the Primitive Church, the 
Apostle Peter in Borne.” In this paper I advanced the assertion 
which I have since maintained and furnished with additional 
evidence, that the harmonious relation which is commonly assumed 
to have existed between the Apostle Paul and the Jewish 
Christians with the older Apostles at their head, is unhistorical, 
and that the conflict of the two parties whom we have to recog¬ 
nise upon this field entered more deeply into the life of the 
early Church than has been hitherto supposed. Many points of 
this essay were noticed by Neander in the first edition of his 
“ Planting and Training of the Christian Church by the Apostles,” 
which appeared soon afterwards, in 1832 ; and it certainly did 
something to bring about a better understanding of several questions 
of early Church History. The road which had thus been opened 



VI 


PREFACE TO TEE FIEST EDITION . 


soon led rue to further results, which I laid before the world in 
my work on the Pastoral Epistles, 1835, and in the essay on the 
Epistle to the Piomans, Tub. Ztschr. fur Theol. 1836, Part 3. 

I have long meant to republish the two essays which appeared 
in our Magazine here, uniting them into a connected work with 
other cognate discussions. This is what the reader now has before 
him ; in fact the greatly extended compass of the present work 
entitles it to the position of a monograph on the Apostle Paul. It 
may also claim to be a special examination of a movement in the 
early development of Christianity, the proper understanding of 
which is certainly surrounded with great difficulties, but is never¬ 
theless indispensable for the solution of the great question of our 
time, what Christianity originally was, and essentially is. 

I may assume that my method of historical criticism is well 
known. The doubtful honour has lately been paid me of being 
called the founder and master of a new critical school; against 
which, even if I thought the compliment was seriously intended, 
I could do nothing but protest. It would be a poor account of 
former criticism, if the principles I have followed could with 
justice be called new ones. It cannot be the novelty of the 
principles that has given offence ; it must be the results to which 
they lead when well applied, which have caused the criticism of 
the new school to be called negative and destructive. What do 
these formidable epithets amount to ? What would criticism be 
if denuded of the right to deny and to destroy ? The question can 
only be, what is denied, what is destroyed, and if there is good 
reason for doing it. And is not that criticism, which is held to be 
nothing but negative and destructive, really in the best sense con¬ 
servative ? Does it not proceed on the simple principle that every 
man is to get and to keep what belongs to him, and nothing but 
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what belongs to him ? To this limitation the conservative principle 
is essentially subject, and feeling this, I can have no wish to ac¬ 
knowledge claims which are indefensible, to defend traditional 
opinions which are unfounded and untrue, or to ignore contra¬ 
dictions which are evident and palpable. There are distinctions 
and differences which require to be clearly set forth, if the 
matter in hand is to be understood at all; and I cannot be a 
party to smoothing them over and obliterating them, in order to 
keep things comfortable on the surface, and save the labour of 
thought. If this negative and destructive road has led me to 
results which conflict with the ordinary conceptions, let it be shown 
that they are wrong; let them be examined and refuted, if that is 
possible, let them be denied and destroyed by the power of facts 
and arguments, if any one feels that he can do so ! 

There is no limit to controversy on points of detail. The abstract 
possibility of this and that detail can never be disproved: but 
this is not the way to dispose of a comprehensive historical theory. 
Such a theory appeals to its broad general truth, to which details 
are subordinate, and on which they depend : to the logical co¬ 
herence of the whole, the preponderating inner probability and 
necessity of the case, as it impresses itself quietly upon the 
thoughtful mind; and against this the party interests of the day 
will sooner or later cease to assert themselves. In this conviction 
I leave this work to make its own way. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE STANDPOINT OF THE INQUIRY—THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES AS 
THE SOURCE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL’S HISTORY—DIVISION OF 
THE WHOLE SUBJECT. 

Critical inquiry into the primitive history of Christianity, its 
origin and first development, as they lie before us in the series of 
writings which form our New Testament Canon, is one of the 
great wants of our time; the interests and tendencies of this 
age earnestly demand a solution of this great problem. It may 
be justly said of the present age that its prevailing tendency 
is critical, and that its task is not so much to shape a world still 
growing, as to grasp one already grown and present, and to under¬ 
stand by what steps and processes it has come to be what it is. 
The principal efforts of the age in the higher walks of science are 
critical and historical in their nature; everything that seeks to 
assert a position in the world is asked for its warrant in history ; 
everything found existing is examined down to the very foundation; 
it is sought to go back to the beginning, to the first elements in 
which the germs of the whole process lay, in order to arrive at a 
clear insight into the whole from the discovered relations of the in¬ 
dividual parts. Thought has now, after the laborious toil of many fr, 
centuries, emancipated itself and cast away its crutches, and it 
naturally turns its gaze back into the Past. The spirit, at rest 
in itself in the assurance of its own self-consciousness, stands for 
the first time on a vantage-ground, from which it can look back 
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upon the paths along which it has passed, as circumstances shaped 
its course; it retraces those paths not as at first, when it yielded 
unconsciously to surrounding influences, hut recognising the inner 
Y necessity in obedience to which it has grown up to its present 
form. If in so many walks of human knowledge this critical 
labour is the necessary process through which the consciousness of 
the Present finds out its own relation to the Past, where can it be 
of greater importance than where the Present is linked with the 
Past by the strictest and closest ties, and where this union has its 
roots in the deepest interests of our spiritual being ? Christianity 
v is on the one hand the great spiritual power whi6h determines all 
the belief and thought of the present age, the absolute principle 
on which the self-consciousness of the spirit is supported and 
maintained, so that, unless it were essentially Christian, it would 
have no stability or firmness in itself at all. On the other hand, 
the essential nature of Christianity is a purely historical question, 
whose solution lies only in that Past in which Christianity itself 
had its origin; it is a problem which can only be solved by that 
critical attitude of thought which the consciousness of the present 
age assumes towards the Past. As soon as the separate elements 
of the problem which had been long preparing, independently of 
each other, were gathered together into one view and expressed 
systematically, the importance of the subject could not fail to 
appear : and this was done by Strauss in his critical Life of Jesus. 
The strength of this criticism consisted in little more than this, 
that it drew necessary deductions from premisses which had long 
been in existence; yet it took the public by surprise with the 
negative character of its results, and produced a painful impression 
which sought relief in crude and hasty refutations. How far these 
were successful, and in what way the public mind has been affected 
by this great critical agitation, we need not here inquire; but it is 
clear that, in spite of all possible results, the criticism was amply 
warranted on scientific grounds. It must be recognised as a service 
which the education of the age distinctly called for, and the result 
of what is said in so many quarters against the work of Strauss is 
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simply to demonstrate the necessity of going still deeper and more 
thoroughly into the critical process which he began. 

The criticism of the gospel history, inasmuch as it immediately 
concerns the life of the Founder of Christianity, and brings us in 
contact with so many other momentous questions, will long remain 
the most important object of the critical labours of our time. The 
inquiry which ranks next to it in point of interest is concerned 
with the question how Christianity, which was at one time so 
closely interwoven with Judaism, broke loose from it and entered 
on its sphere of world-wide historical importance. The great 
historical interest of the Life of Jesus is that we see there the con- 7 
sciousness of the idea of Christianity and of its principle, which he 
first expressed and exemplified by the entire devotion of his whole 
being; this is the great result of the Evangelical history. But when 
we proceed from the Evangelical history to that of the time of the 
Apostles, it is the practical realisation of that idea which becomes 
the object of historical research. And this practical realisation of 
the idea of Christianity first became a question when, in conse¬ 
quence of the death and resurrection of Jesus, that idea passed into 
the actual consciousness of men, and became part of them and a 
living power in them, and when it found in the bounds of the 
national Judaism the chief obstacle to its reaching the position in the 
world which was its due, as we can now perceive. How these bounds 
were broken through, how Christianity, instead of remaining a mere 
form of Judaism, and being ultimately absorbed in it, asserted itself 
as a separate, independent principle, broke loose from it and took its 
stand as a new form of religious thought and life, essentially differ¬ 
ing from Judaism, and freed from all its national exclusiveness, is 
the point of next greatest importance in the primitive history of 
one Christianity. Here also, as in the Gospel history, the historico- 
critical inquiry finds itself engaged with the person and character of 
one man. That Christianity, in the universal historical importance 
which it achieved, was the work of the Apostle Paul is undeniably 
a matter of historical fact; but in what manner he brought this 
about, how we are to conceive of his relations with the elder 
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Apostles, whether it was in harmony with them or in contradiction 
and opposition to them, that he carried out these principles and 
opinions which he was the first to ennunciate, this still requires 
a more thorough and searching inquiry. As in the Gospel history, 
historical criticism has here two accounts before it, which differ 
from each other and must be weighed and compared, in order to. 
get from them what purely historical matter they may contain. 
These are the accounts given in the Acts of the Apostles and the 
historical data to be found in the Apostle’s own Epistles. It would 
appear natural to suppose that in all the cases where the accounts 
in the. Acts do not altogether agree with the statements of the 
Apostle, the latter must have such a decided claim to be considered 
authentic truth that the contradictions in the Acts would scarcely 
be worth attention, but this rule, which the very nature of the case 
might seem to have required, has not up to this time been so 
much followed as it ought. Proceeding on the assumption of the 
thorough identity of the statements in the Acts of the Apostles and 
the personal declarations of the Apostle in his Epistles, writers 
have held that the existing discrepancies, even when they can¬ 
not be denied, are too slight and unimportant to need serious 
consideration, and in some eases the statements of the Acts 
have been believed, though contrary to the clear assertions of 
the Apostle. Thus not only is historical truth shorn of its own 
clear light, but we fall far short of that justice and impartiality 
which are due to the Apostle in judging of his life and labours. 
In order to show that his relations to the other Apostles were not 
disturbed by any serious differences, scholars have not hesitated to 
ascribe to him in many cases a course of action which, if it really 
was such as is stated, throws a very equivocal light on his character. 
A discussion of this part of the primitive history of Christianity, 
undertaken on the foundation of strict historical criticism, will 
therefore be at the same time an apology for the Apostle. Neander’s 
History of the Apostolic Age is by no means free from this one¬ 
sided manner of treatment; it makes a point of bringing the whole 
historical material into apparent harmony, and in this way it has 
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done much to distort and obscure the view of the chief events of 
this period of the development of Christianity. 

The Acts of tlmApo^fcl^fiyst presents itself as the chief source 
of the history of the apostolic life and labours of the Apostle Paul. 
But the historian cannot take his stand on this work without first- 
making himself acquainted with the relation in which it stands 
to its historical materials. Between the Acts of the Apostles 
and the Pauline Epistles, as far as the historical contents of the 
latter can be compared with the former, there will be found in 
general the same relation as that between the Gospel of John and 
the Synoptical Gospels. The comparison of these two sources 
leads us to the conclusion that, considering the great difference be¬ 
tween the two statements, historical truth must be entirely on one 
side or entirely on the other. To which it does belong can only be 
decided by applying the undisputed historical canon that the 
statement which has the greatest claim to historical truth is that 
which apppears most unprejudiced and nowhere betrays a desire 
to subordinate its historical material to any special subjective aim. 
Por the history of the Apostolic Age the Pauline Epistles must in any 
case take precedence of all the other New Testament writings as an 
authentic source. On this account alone, if this were all, the Acts 
must take a secondary place; but there is also the further considera¬ 
tion that the same rule which defines the relation of the Synoptical 
Gospels to the Gospel of John finds its application in the case of 
the Acts of the Apostles. The opinion which I have here to ex¬ 
press on the Acts of the Apostles, in order to indicate the stand¬ 
point of the following inquiry, is that the facts with which it deals 
do not appear to be narrated simply and directly, but to be modified 
by certain subjective aims which the writer had in view. And here 
I am very glad to be able to refer to a critical investigation which 
I have no scruple in following, its results being in fact what I had 
myself arrived at some time ago in a different way. 1 Schnecken- 

1 Schneckenburger “ Ueber den Zweck der Apostelgeschichte,” Berne, 1841. 
See my review of this Essay in the Jahrbucher fur wissenschaftliche Kritik, March, 
1841. Xo. 46. 
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burger designated the aim of the Acts of the Apostles as apologetic. 
According to the results of his inquiry, we have to consider this 
work as a defence of the Apostle Paul in his apostolic dignity and 
his personal and apostolic conduct, especially in the matter of the 
Gentiles, as against the attacks and accusations of the Judaizing 
party. The idea that runs through the whole is that of a parallel be¬ 
tween the two Apostles Peter and Paul, and pervades each of the two 
great sections into which the work is divided 1 (chapters i. to xii., 
and xiii. to the end). The unity of the work consists in this idea ; 
its chief tendency is to represent the difference between Peter and 
Paul as unessential and trifling. To this end Paul is made in the 
second part to appear as much as possible like Peter, and Peter in the 
first part as much as possible like Paul. Thus it is sought to bring 
the two as near to each other as possible, so that the one may be, as 
it were, answerable for the other; and the author being undoubtedly 
a Paulinist, this has been done in the interests of Paul. Hence, as 
Schneckenburger points out, the second part omits no possible proof 
of Paul’s righteousness according to the law (such as zealous keep¬ 
ing of feasts, frequent journeys to the Temple, private asceticism, 
and circumcision); and, on the other hand, there is no trace of that 
side of Pauline religion which was a protest against legalism. The 
same Judaizing tendency which meets us in the personal conduct 
of Paul is also evident in the account of his official labours. 
Paul pays all due consideration not only to the elder Apostles, 
who are completely at one with him (chapter xv.), but also to 
the Jewish people. In one point this is especially insisted 
on; we are told again and again, as often as the occasion requires, 
that wherever he went, he first proclaimed the Gospel to the Jews, 
and that only when they rejected him and his Gospel did he turn 
to the Gentiles. Schneckenburger, with much acuteness, further 
endeavours to prove that all the important omissions in the Pauline 
history are to be accounted for by this apologetic tendency of the 


1 This idea, and the view of the aims of the Acts of the Apostles depending on 
it, I first enunciated in my treatise Ueber den Ursprung des Episcopats, Tubingen 
Zeitschrift fur Theologie, 1838, pt. 3, p. 142. 
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Acts. They refer to persons or events, the mention or description of 
which w T ould have involved an essentially different picture of Paul 
from that suggested by the story as it stands. They save the writer, 
in fact, from mentioning the prejudices and misrepresentations of 
the Judaizers which we hear of in the Pauline Epistles. The most 
remarkable instance of this kind is the utter silence of the Acts of 
the Apostles with regard to the scene related in the Epistle to the 
Galatians between Peter and Paul at Antioch; and with this may 
be connected the omission of the name of Titus in the Acts. The 
first part of the Acts is constructed in accordance with the same 
apologetic aim. The Jewish opponents of the Apostle Paul, as we 
see especially in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, would not 
allow that the visions which he claimed for himself were any proof 
of his apostolic mission. In this view the vision ascribed to Peter 
(chapter x.), and its acknowledgment by the Primitive Church, is 
of importance as an indirect legitimation of the Pauline visions. 
But this vision has reference to the conversion of the first Gentile, 
Cornelius. If therefore the Judaizers complained that the Apostle 
Paul devoted himself to the conversion of the Gentiles, whilst the 
children of the Covenant were still for the most part unconverted, 
the first part shows that Gentiles had been baptised long before Paul’s 
time, baptised by Peter himself, the head of the Judaizers. Thus 
the whole question of the admission of the Gentiles had been decided 
by a divine vision, by the assent of the Primitive Church, and by 
the most distinct expressions and acts of the Apostles. Paul there¬ 
fore had only to tread in the footsteps of the older Apostles. In 
particular, a comparison of the passages (xv. 7, 14) shows an un¬ 
mistakable design to claim for Peter the earliest labour among the 
Gentiles, and through this precedent to impress on the activity of 
Paul, so blamed by some, the seal of legitimacy given by the whole 
Primitive Church. Everything shows how desirous the author 
of the Acts of the Apostles is to prove that Peter began the con¬ 
version of the Gentiles. He did this by divine command after the 
indifference of the Jews in general had been proved by experience. 

Schneckenburger rightly finds another great proof of this 
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apologetic tendency of the Acts of the Apostles in the fact that 
whilst the second part makes Paul believe and speak as much as 
possible in conformity with the demands of the Judaizing party, 
the same principles of equal participation by Jews and Gentiles in 
the Messianic salvation which Paul develops at length in the 
Epistle to the Eomans are laid down and carried out in practice 
by the Judaeo-Christian Apostles in the first part. The univer- 
salism of Christianity and the propriety of preaching to the 
Gentiles were so distinctly recognised by Peter that no doubt can 
be entertained that the narrator intended the words of Jesus 
(i. 8) to convey an intimation of this doctrine. 

Schneckenburger has incontestably proved that the Acts of the 
Apostles is to be understood from this apologetic point of view. 
It might indeed be asked whether it was written exclusively in 
this apologetic interest, whether it does not also contain passages 
which cannot be so easily reconciled with such a purpose, and in 
which the aim seems to be the general one of furnishing a historical 
narrative. But the great aim of the work is perfectly clear, and 
we need not give it up even though there should be some passages 
of such a kind. The second part, which is occupied exclusively 
with the Apostle Paul, offers no difficulty in this respect, for 
although the narrative of the Apostle’s travels might seem to 
contain more personal and special details than the apologetic aim 
required, still it is clear that this very narrative is coloured 
throughout in accordance with that aim. In the first part 
indeed the purely historical interest would seem to predominate 
over the apologetic one, if we did not take into consideration 
that the author had first of all to secure his historical basis 
for the parallel which he has in view, and also that his apologetic 
aim was forwarded, indirectly at least, to a considerable extent, by 
the care and accuracy which he employs in his account of the 
circumstances and arrangements of the first Christian Church. 
His description of the early church was the part of his work which 
would appeal most to the Judaists, and by dwelling on it at some 
length he secured a good introduction for his main theme, the 
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apology of the Apostle Paul, which thus appeared in the form of a 
simple historical narrative/ In reality, however, we ought not to set 
the apologetic in such direct opposition to the historical interest; 
they are not inconsistent with each other: the first may be 
established in such a way as to leave ample room for the second : 
indeed the apologetic aim cannot be carried out without a proper 
historical foundation on which to proceed. Another and much 
more important question here suggests itself, namely, how the 
supposition of the apologetic aim of the Acts of the Apostles which 
we have indicated affects the historical tr ustwort hiness of the work 
and the authorship of Luke ? Schneckenburger takes great pains 
to show that the book need not suffer in these particulars, though 
his results be true. He is anxious to refute the opinions of those 
who differ from him in casting suspicion on the historical trust¬ 
worthiness of the Acts, and pronounces repeatedly and decidedly 
in favour of the traditional view that Luke was the author. But 
it is not possible for him to carry out his view of the aim of the 
Acts without sometimes granting more than seems to be compatible 
with the supposition of its being the work of an author standing 
in so close a connection with the Apostle. In this point of view, 
how suspicious are such admissions as the following : “ Luke’s plan 
evidently did not suggest to him a complete historical picture 
of Paul, but as brilliant a one as possible. He may not have 
incorporated in his work any unhistorical feature, yet the picture 
is obviously incomplete, wanting, as it does, the chief features of 
the Pauline character which meet us in his own writings ” (p. 5 8). 
“The‘picture it presents of Paul and his labours is a partial one, 
not always nor in every detail in conformity with the description 
he gives of himself in the Epistles, and is one that could not have 
been drawn by a Paulinist writing without any apologetic aim ” 
(p. 92). “There may be really some difficulty in reconciling the 
later historical fact of the Judaizing of Peter with the Paulinist 
teachings and labours which are attributed to Peter in the first 
part; and on the other hand Paul seems in the second part to have 
accommodated himself more to Jewish wishes and prejudices than 
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we could have expected; to say the least, the characteristic Pauline 
decisiveness nowhere appears either in teaching or action” (p. 210). 
That in speaking of the Apostle’s journey to Jerusalem the author 
has not only forborne to mention the collection, for the sake of which 
we know that it was undertaken, but even given a different reason 
for the journey in order to fill up the gap thus made (p. 113); that 
the objective succession of events is internally improbable (p. 145); 
that he has permitted himself to use an unhistorical exaggeration 
(p. 182), etc. etc.;—all this Schneckenburger cannot deny, however 
lightly he passes over such points, and careful though he is through¬ 
out to prevent any suspicion of historical fiction from attaching 
to the author of the Acts of the Apostles. In spite of all he thinks 
the historical credibility of the work stands unshaken; but after 
X admissions like those this is no longer possible. 

This silence of itself, and the distortion of facts which it in¬ 
volves, is enough to show that the-writer was not too truthful or 
too conscientious* even to deny the truth of history when he found 
it his interest to do so. If we go through the whole series of par¬ 
ticulars in whicL Schneckenburger traces the parallel which the 
writer sought to draw between the two Apostles, and then care¬ 
fully consider how analogous the one is to the other, who can 
believe that the author took all this only from the history lying 
before him, and did nothing but select what suited him ? This 
remarkable fact is just what leads us to the assumption of a 
special aim, in the light of which the work is to be read. But 
supposing Schneckenburger’s view of the author’s trustworthiness 
to be the true one, what the better are we? The phenomenon 
before us remains unexplained : if the facts occurred as they are 
here narrated, then our writer need have been nothing more than 
a mere chronicler, and, it becomes extremely doubtful if he did 
follow the apologetic aim which is imputed to him, a thing which 
he himself nowhere mentions. The more clearly we trace an 
apologetic aim in his narrative, the more questionable must it 
appear whether what he gives us is a purely historical narrative; 
and it cannot be denied that possibly, if not probably, he has in 
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many cases altered the true history, not only negatively, by ignor¬ 
ing actions and circumstances which bear essentially on his subject- 
matter, but also positively. 

The most weighty reason for this opinion is, that the Paul of the 
Acts is manifestly quite a different person from the Paul of the 
Epistles. "Evidently,” says Schneckenburger himself (p. 150), 
" we do not here get a full and entire account of Paul's relation to 
the law, but a one-sided one, and there is really nothing laid 
before us to explain how the other side of that relation is to be 
reconciled with this one. When we consider how this view of 
Paul's relation to the law is here embodied in a historical narrative, 
and how, when the writer comes to discuss the charge brought 
against Paul of unfaithfulness to the law, he simply, and without 
any explanation, makes him perform an act of legal conformity in 
order to prove that charge a slander (Acts xxi. 20 sq.) (Paul him¬ 
self makes good his position (Eom. in. 31), vofiov ov Karap^ovfiev 
Std 7 rtarecos, aWa vo/jlov 1(ttw/jl€v } in a different way, by 

force of the keenest dialectic), the conjecture is surely allowable 
that a special purpose is to be served in presenting Paul to the 
readers of the Acts in this particular light.” The two views which 
are to be taken together to make one Paul are, in fact, so diver¬ 
gent and heterogeneous that the connection that is necessary to 
harmonise them is anything but self-evident. If the writer of the 
Acts be, after all, a faithful reporter of history, then the means for 
harmonising the two representations must be sought for in the 
Apostle himself; that is to say, the historical character of the 
author can only be maintained at the cost of the moral character 
of the Apostle. When the whole bearing of the case is considered, 
as Schneckenburger's investigation has demonstrated it, it is im¬ 
possible for us to remain within the limits which he sets to him¬ 
self, and which appear to us to be completely arbitrary; the 
results of his inquiries draw us on from the mere supposition of an 
apologetic aim to a much further point, where the question as to 
the aim of the Acts of the Apostles and its author must be put in 
a different form. If we start from the idea of an unquestionable 
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apologetic interest, then the question follows unavoidably— 
What can have decided the author to sacrifice historical truth to 
this bias ? That this can only have been done on very weighty 
grounds is certainly a natural supposition; but further it is natural 
to suppose that these grounds are not personal to the Apostle, nor 
drawn from the circumstances by which he himself was sur¬ 
rounded. Surely the best apology of all, if the Apostle needed an 
apology, would have been found in an open statement of his 7 
apostolic life and labours, and of the manner and principles of his 
actions, as these had been dictated by his apostolic calling. The 
reasons for the mode of treatment really pursued can only be 
sought for in circumstances in which the general good of the Church 
called for such concession on the part of the disciple of Paul. 
[""These circumstances took place at a time when, in consequence of 
all those efforts of his Judseo-Christian opponents, of which his 
i own Epistles show us the by no means trivial beginnings, Paulinism 
was so far overcome that it could only maintain itself in the 
way of concession, by modifying the hardness and directness of its 
opposition to the law and Judaism ; when it was reduced to come to 
1 1 an understanding with the powerful Jewish-Christian party by which 
it was opposed, so as to harmonise conflicting views and interests, 
and form a unity on a new basis. Little though we can follow the 
course of these circumstances, we find it undeniable that such 
relations did exist, that they extended far into the second century, 
and that they were powerful enough during that period, when the 
Church was taking form and preparing to appear out of the con¬ 
flict of heterogeneous elements, to produce other literary results of 
a similar tendency. / If we carefully consider these relations and 
the order in which they must have arisen, and remember that not 
for some time could they acquire such importance, we shall be 
carried on by them to a point when we can no longer maintain the 
authorship of Luke for the Acts of the Apostles, at least in the 
form in which we possess the work. Still, it may not be impossible 
that sketches, collections, narratives, chronicles, especially those 
concerning the last journey of the Apostle, from the hand of Luke, 
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may have formed the foundation of the Acts. That the name of Luke 
has been prefixed to it only shows how it was thought probable 
that, as it treats mainly of the life and labours of the Apostle Paul, 
and is evidently written in his interest, the work can only have pro¬ 
ceeded from one of his intimate friends. Was not this in the mind 
of the author, when, in the passages marked by the use of “ We/' 
he presents himself as an eye-witness and fellow-traveller ? Who 
is it that speaks of himself in this way ? He calls himself by 
no name—the name of Luke nowhere occurs in the Acts of the 
Apostles; but as Luke is represented in Colossians iv. 14 as 
standing in close relations with Paul, may not the author have 
meant by the use of “ we " to put himself in the place of Luke, and 
to identify himself with him ? Perhaps there was in existence an 
account of the journey from the hand of Luke which suggested this. 
In such passages the author is very willing to be considered as one 
person with Luke ; but he did not venture to declare himself in the 
character of Luke as the writer of the Acts of the Apostles, for 
he was well aware of the difference in dates, and could not so 
completely escape from his own identity. The apologetic interest 
of his statement does not altogether destroy its historical character, 
but only limits and modifies it. Unhistorical as it appears in 
many points, on which we can bring to bear proofs from the 
Apostle’s own writings, it is, on the other hand, in agreement 
in many instances with the history of that time as we know it 
from other sources. The Acts of the Apostles, therefore, although 
our verdict, with regard to its author, its aim, and the time of its 
production, differs widely from the ordinary one, remains a highly- 
important source of the history of the Apostolic Age. It is, 
however, a source which needs strict historical criticism before it 
can be held to yield a trustworthy historical picture of the persons 
and circumstances of which it treats. 

The foregoing remarks may suffice for the present to indicate 
generally the standpoint from which we have to start in conducting 
our historical examination of the life and labours of the Apostle 
Paul. Our verdict on the historical value and character of the Acts 
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of the Apostles depends chiefly on the answer we may give to 
the question—How does it stand related to the historical con¬ 
tents of the Pauline Epistles? and thus requires to be sought 
for by a careful inquiry into the principal features of the Apostle's 
personal history. This inquiry into the life and labours of the 
Apostle, proceeding on the criticism of the Acts of the Apostles, 
is what has first of all to be undertaken in our attempt to form 
an estimate of his life and work. The results of this inquiry will 
enable us to assign to the Epistles their proper place in the history, 
and to judge how far the Epistles ascribed to the Apostle are 
to be held as genuine. From this it will appear how only those of 
the Epistles which are accepted as genuine can be employed in our 
discussion of the Pauline doctrine. The whole subject thus divides 
itself into three closely-connected parts :—1. The life and work of 
the Apostle; 2. The historical position and meaning of his 
Epistles; 3. The contents and connection of his doctrine. 


FIRST PART. 

THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM BEFORE THE APOSTLE’S CONVERSION. 

The conversion of the Apostle Paul to Christianity is an event 
of such peculiar importance in the history of the nascent Church 
that it can scarcely be understood aright without taking into 
consideration the condition in which the Church had been during 
the short time of its existence. But the only thing of which we 
have any certainty during this earliest period is that which is so 
closely connected with the name of the Apostle Paul, and to 
which he himself bears witness (Galatians i. 13, 23 ; 1 Corinthians 
xv. 9), namely, that he became a Christian and an Apostle from 
being a persecutor of the Christian Church. Thus even in the 
earliest times persecutions had fallen on the Church at Jerusalem. 
Persecutions are spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles, but in such </V* 
a manner that historical criticism must assert its right of doubt 
and denial with regard to the statement. 

When after its weak beginnings the Christian Church had 
organised itself in the way we all know and into which we will not 
here further inquire, first inwardly by the power of the Spirit 
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imparted to it as the principle of a new consciousness 1 which 
animated it henceforward and then outwardly after the rapid 
increase of its numbers, by the first institutions of its social life, a 
series of measures was taken against the Apostles by the Jewish 
rulers, induced by a miracle of healing wrought on a man lame 
from his birth by the Apostles Peter and John on their way to the 
Temple. The description of this first persecution of the Apostles 
is characterised by the same idealising tendency which is apparent 
in the whole description of the progress of the primitive Church. 
In the statement as a whole, as well as in its individual features, 
a design is evident which makes it impossible to believe that we 
have the natural historical sequence of events before us. What is 
intended is, in a word, that the Apostles should appear in their full 
glory. This exaltation of the Apostles is the aim of the narrative 
from the beginning, and both the main event and the particular 
circumstances attending it subserve that aim. The greatness and 
grandeur of the Apostles, whose glorification is the object in view, 
are put in a still clearer light, and are brought all the more 
prominently forward by the humiliating position in which their 
adversaries are exhibited; all that serves to glorify the Apostles 
serves also to confound and humble their adversaries, who in fact 
draw down disgrace upon themselves with all the means at 
their command and in the most public manner possible. The 
whole proceedings are of a formal and public nature, so as to attract 
attention. As soon as the Apostles were seized in consequence of 
the miracle and of the discourse delivered after its performance, 
preparation was made to treat the affair as one of the utmost gravity, 
and with all due formality. Early on the next morning (for 
there was no time left for such a meeting on the evening of the 
day before, chapter iv. 3) all the members of the Sanhedrim, the 
Elders and Scribes, Annas and Caiaphas the High Priests, who are 
known to us from the history of the condemnation of Jesus, and 

1 Compare, with respect to the occurrences at Pentecost, my treatise in the 
Theol. Studien und Kritiken, 1838, p. 618 ; Critical review of recent researches 
on the y\d)o-(rais XaXe iv in the early Christian Church. 
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all those who belonged to their party, came together. No one 
whose name was of any importance must be wanting. Even 
those members of the Sanhedrim who, from various circum¬ 
stances, were not present in Jerusalem, were obliged to return in 
all haste to the capital 1 in order to take part in the proceedings. 
And what resulted from all this ? Nothing more than that the 
whole assembled Sanhedrim allowed itself to be told by the two 
Apostles under examination that the cause of this judicial inquiry 
against them was a good deed wrought on a suffering man, and that 
the worker of this miracle was Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by them 
crucified and slain, and to whose saving name this miracle of 
healing gave irrefragable evidence. In order to heighten still further 
the effect which this must have produced on the Sanhedrim, we 
are carefully shown how much that court had been mistaken in 
its estimate of the Apostles. It had taken them for uneducated 
persons of low rank, for the same men, in fact, who at the con¬ 
demnation of Jesus had given so many proofs of their weakness 
and timidity, but now .it could not but wonder at them for the 
fearlessness and courage with which they behaved, iv. 13. This 
change in the Apostles is mentioned as now perceived for the first 
time by the members of the Sanhedrim and to itheir great astonish¬ 
ment, 2 although those occurrences in the Temple, which had so 
roused their attention, must already have shown .them with what 
kind of men they had to deal This incomprehensible want of 
perception on the part of the Sanhedrim adds lustre to the appear¬ 
ance of the Apostles who have been brought -before them. Even 
this is not enough: the greatest difficulty which the Sanhedrim 
had to contend with, and which indeed made .them appear com¬ 
pletely routed and disarmed, was the presence of the lame man who 
had been healed, which afforded incontestable evidence of the 
Apostles’ assertions. If it is asked ihow.the lame man who had 

1 So must the words, iv. 6, he taken: <rvvax$rjvcu—els *lepovcraXrjfJL , where els 
is not equivalent to iv; it would he unmeaning to remark that the dwellers in 
Jerusalem had assembled in Jerusalem. 

2 The words, iv. 13, iTTeylvcaaKov re avrovs on avv r<5 Tqcrot) rjaav , express a 
recollection which only then, during the progress of the trial, dawned upon them. 
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been healed came to be present at this trial, the narrative says 
only, iv. 14: top Be avOpomrov fiXeTrovres avv avroh ? eaTOira top 
TeOepairevpievov, ovBev el^op aPTenrelp, and the commentators have 
nothing to say in explanation of this certainly remarkable circum¬ 
stance. Had he, as at first would appear, been summoned by the 
Sanhedrim itself, or had he, since the author remarks, iii. 11, that 
he never left the Apostles’ side from’the time when the cure was 
wrought on* him, followed them to prison and from prison to 
the judgment hall ? In either case, if the members of the San¬ 
hedrim lost self-command at the presence of this man (which they 
must certainly have themselves permitted, if not ordered) to such 
an extent that they were completely silenced with regard to 
the chief point of the prosecution, though a point which they could 
hardly fail to have foreseen and provided for, then they showed 
a want of forethought unexampled in such a court. In fact the 
members of the Sanhedrim did not know what they wanted; the 
points which they ought to have well considered and settled before¬ 
hand, they first thought of only after they had assembled—what 
had been plainly seen by all Jerusalem then first flashed on their 
blinded eyes. If this miracle was such a public one (iv. 16), they 
could not have 1 been in ignorance of it—they must surely have come 
to an understanding on* the subject with each other beforehand, 
and determined in what manner they were to meet the assertion 
of the Apostles. That the matter had no further result before such 
blind and weak-minded judges as these members of the Sanhedrim 
are made to appear throughout the whole narrative, is the only 
thing about which no wonder can be felt. And yet we do wonder 
how the writer could have thought that he had accounted for the 
failure of the whole process, which had no result but to throw 
discredit on the Sanhedrim, by the remark that nothing could be 
done for fear of the people, iv. 21. If the people had been so much 
to be feared, the rulers would never have dared to seize the 
Apostles (iv. 3) in the’midst of their discourse to the crowd which 
had assembled, round them, and was filled with wonder at the 
miracle, nor to carry them* off to prison; All this could only be 
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disregarded by taking a standpoint, from which the Apostles were 
thought to be the more glorified the more the ill deeds of their 
enemies turned to their humiliation and confusion. 

This is, however, only the first part of this story, which is 
carried forward almost dramatically, not exactly in direct develop¬ 
ment, but in the same strain. A second part follows, which is 
a mere repetition of the first with this important difference, that 
in it everything is on a larger scale. This appears in the fact that 
not merely one, but a great many miracles had now been worked, 
not only on one suffering man, but on sick and suffering people of 
all kinds; and the attention of their enemies was again directed 
to the Apostles, because people flocked to them, not only from 
Jerusalem, but also from the neighbouring towns. As in the 
first instance it was the two Apostles Peter and John who were 
seized and thrown into prison,. and' then brought before the 
Sanhedrim, now it is the whole number of the Apostles who are so 
treated. 1 The first time their enemies- kept their hold of the 
two Apostles, at least so far as to detain them in prison through 
the night and to be* able to < produce* them the next morning 
before the Sanhedrim. On this occasion- however, the Apostles 
who were in prison were freed in the night by an angel of the 
Lord, who led them out of the prison and commanded them to 
preach before the- people in the Temple; and when the Sanhedrim 
assembled next morning in full and solemn conclave, and caused 
the Apostles to be summoned before them by their officers, they 
were astounded by the news that the gates of the prison had been 
found most carefully closed and the guard standing before the door, 
but that on opening the prison no one was found in it. In the diffi¬ 
culty in which the Sanhedrim was now involved, they accidentally 
received tidings that the men who had been put in prison were in 
the Temple preaching to the people: The Apostles allowed them¬ 
selves to be entreated with gentle words to present themselves 

1 We now hear simply of oi diroo-rokoi, v. 18, 29, 40; the signs and wonders 
which gave cause to the prosecution Sia rav x €l P& v T ^ v cltto(tt6\(ov iyevero, 
v. 12 ; and immediately after this anavres, sc. airocrToXoi, are spoken of. 
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again before the Sanhedrim. Force would not have availed, as 
the people, though it had suffered the arrest of the Apostles on the 
previous day, was now in such a mood that it would have stoned 
the Temple-keeper and his servants. But when the Apostles 
repeated their former declaration that they ought to obey God 
rather than man, and that God the Father had raised the crucified 
Jesus from the dead, the same scene was repeated. Great as the 
exasperation was, and though it seemed that the most serious 
consequences could scarcely be avoided, yet the result actually 
attained formed on this occasion also the most striking contrast 
to the plans and arrangements which the Apostles’ enemies had 
made; and the slight punishment with which, in addition to an 
utterly futile prohibition, the Apostles were dismissed, served but 
to increase the satisfaction which they felt: ort inrep rov ovopaTos 
avrov /caT7j%id)07]aav, arifiaadrjvat , v. 41. 

In all this, who can see anything else than an enhanced and 
exaggerated repetition of the narrative already related, devised 
with the one idea of setting forth the Apostles in their full 
greatness and dignity, in the glorified light of the higher power 
under whose protection and guidance they stood ? If we can see 
no natural connection and progress of events in the circumstances 
as they were related in the first instance, how great does the 
improbability become when the same occurrences are represented 
as happening for the second time as if outbidding themselves ? The 
simple enumeration of the separate points through which the story 
moves cannot possibly make any other impression on an unpre¬ 
judiced mind. It is self-evident that if we are to pronounce a 
well-digested judgment on the probability or improbability of 
the whole, all the points of the narrative ought to be taken 
together and considered in their relation to each other. The affair, 
however, appears in a totally different light in the statement given 
by Meander, as follows: “ Meanwhile the great work which the 
Apostles had performed before the eyes of the people (the healing 
of the lame man), the power of the word of Peter, and the fruitless 
trial of force, resulted in increasing the number of the disciples to 
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two thousand. 1 As the Apostles, without troubling themselves 
about the command of the Sanhedrim, laboured (as they declared 
openly they would do) more and more with word and deed to 
spread the Gospel, it could not be otherwise than that they should 
again be brought before the Sanhedrim as contumacious. When 
the president of the Sanhedrim reproved them for their dis¬ 
obedience, Peter renewed his former protest (v. 29). The words 
of Peter had already excited the rage of the Sadducees and fanatics, 
and the voices of many were raised for the death of the Apostles; 
but among the crowd of angry men one voice of moderating wisdom 
made itself heard. The word of Gamaliel prevailed; no heavier 
punishment than scourging was laid upon the Apostles for their 
disobedience, and they were dismissed after the former prohibition 
had been repeated.” 2 

Eepresented in this light, the whole affair assumes a different 
aspect; but is this representation a correct one ? By what right 
does it ignore the miraculous release of the Apostles from prison, 
which is so large a feature in this part of the narrative, and which, 
if it be considered to be a miracle, must surely for that reason count 
for something more than a mere chance detail ? If the silence on 
this point is due to a feeling that the narrative would be simpler, 
more natural, and more probable without it, it would also seem to 
give room for a doubt which would change the whole aspect of this 
section of the Acts, and which on this account must not be ad¬ 
mitted in silence, but considered with all due attention. If we 
have a right to doubt this part of the narrative, then we may also 
doubt another portion, and thus inevitably arises the question, 
what in the whole section is historical and what unhistorical ? 
But to omit everything which does not suit the theory entertained, 
and to use the rest of the materials with the modifications which 
such omissions render necessary—to interpolate now this supposi- 


1 The conversion of the two thousand is, however, reported before the trial of 
force—iv. 4. 

2 Geschichte der Pflanzung und Leitung der Christl. Kirche durch die Apostel. 
Ed. 1841, vol. i. p. 62, Bohn’s Transl. i. 46. 
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tion and now that, in order to make the whole hang well together 
and appear probable, 1 and then to present the results of this omis¬ 
sion and addition, as the undoubtedly genuine historical contents 
of the narrative that has been subjected to this treatment, this is 
nothing else than the acknowledged rationalistic method, which 
makes its own arbitrary history. And if this method does not carry 
out its rationalistic principles consistently, but at one time sets 
miracle aside, and at another adopts it and treats it as an essential 
factor of a narrative of events on their objective side, yet it is easy 
to see where such a method of treatment must lead, and by what 
necessity we are shut up .to the alternatives, either to confine our¬ 
selves to a simple, literally exact narrative of the facts, or to allow 
historical criticism (if we cannot altogether ignore its existence) full 
scope to exercise its functions. 

The manner in which the chief event is narrated betrays the 
tendency of the whole passage; but that tendency is no less 
apparent in the minor details of the story, in some of them indeed 
even more clearly and unmistakably. The Apostles are through¬ 
out represented as exalted, superhuman beings, who affect all 
around them by their indwelling, supernatural, miraculous power, 
who, with imposing mien, sway the assembled crowds, and draw 
to themselves with irresistible power all who listen to their preach¬ 
ing. How clearly is this expressed when we are told that great 
fear fell upon the whole Church, and upon all who heard these 

1 Neander allows himself to make use of such an aid, page 45, in reference to 
iv. 1-22, when he conjectures thus: “Perhaps also the secret (if not absolutely 
declared) friends whom the cause of Christ possessed from the first among the 
members of the Sanhedrim used their influence in favour of the accused.” Secret 
friends of the cause of Christ among the members of the Sanhedrim ! How far 
is this idea removed from the whole spirit of the Acts I What has led to such a 
completely arbitrary and improbable hypothesis? Manifestly the fact that 
the course and the issue of the affair have appeared unintelligible. But this 
hypothesis granted, is the problem even then solved ? So little is this the case, 
that another difficulty is raised, which is artfully concealed and as much as pos¬ 
sible ignored. There is nothing more blameable than a method of treating 
history, which instead of looking freely, openly, and impartially at the facts as 
they are and sifting them thoroughly, sets its own arbitrary ideas and imagina¬ 
tions in the place of historical truth. 
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tilings, in consequence of the miracles which were performed, v. 11. 
How suggestively is the impression that their greatness made brought 
before us when we hear that when they, i.e. the Apostles, were all 
together in the Porch of Solomon, where a large crowd usually 
gathered, they formed an isolated group, which no man dared to 
approach. The high estimation in which they were held is suggested 
by the fact that the people kept at a certain distance from them, 
holding them to be superior, superhuman, perhaps magical beings, 
whom no man ought to approach too nearly. 1 The idealistic view 
of the Apostles, which underlies the whole account, is here clearly 
and decidedly expressed. 

The bright light which is shed over the assembled Apostles 
centres itself in its richest glory in the person of the Apostle 
Petei^who stands at the head of .the twelve. In the first division 
of the section (chap, iii.-v.) the Apostle John shares -this pre¬ 
eminence with the Apostle Peter—but in the rest of the narrative 
it is only the Apostle Peter who is raised above his fellow-apostles 
in the same proportion in which they are raised above other men. 
Whilst the Apostles collectively perform signs and wonders in 
great numbers, the Apostle Peter's very shadow brings about 
these miraculous results, and while at .the first trial John is 
mentioned as being with Peter, iv. 19, at the second Peter alone 
is spoken of, and represented as being the spokesman of the rest. 
But the most brilliant passage of the apostolic activity of Peter is 
the miracle which was worked on Ananias and Sapphira. It may 
be assumed that there was good reason for these two names being 
interwoven with the history of the early Church. They may have 
exhibited a course of thought and action directly opposed to the 
example of self-sacrifice and unselfishness given by Barnabas, who 

1 airavres , v. 12, is commonly taken as referring not merely to the Apostle 
but to Christians generally. Zeller also, “Acts of the Apostles,” T. T. F. L., 
p. 215, prefers this rendering, as the Church was constantly assembled, ii. 42, 
44, 46. But v. 12 has to do with the fieyaXvvav of the Apostles, on account of 
the influence which proceeded from them, and as through this a <£o/3o? seized the 
7 iwa iKKXrjaia , the Christians also felt this awe and shrank from standing side by 
side with such superior beings (KoXkaaSai). 
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is placed in direct contrast with them; this may have caused their 
names to be so hated and despised that in their death, in whatever 
way it came about, men saw an evident act of divine retribution; 
but everything beyond this merely serves to enforce the writer’s 
view of the irvevfjia ayiov as the divine principle operating in the 
Apostles, and can only be explained in connection with that view. 
As the irvevfia ayiov , animating all Christians, is a divine principle, 
imparting to them an elevated and peculiar character, so it is 
bestowed in a special manner on the Apostles. Their human 
individuality stands in so secondary a place to this animating 
divine principle that they seem to be only the instruments and 
organs of it, and all that they do bears in itself the immediate 
stamp of divinity. In this sense must be taken the words of Peter, 
through whom as the first of the Apostles the nrvev/ia ayiov of 
course declared itself in all its force and significance when he said 
to Ananias, v. 4, ovk €yjrev(Too dv0pco7roi$, dwd ra> ©e&>. But if a 
striking illustration were to be given of the activity of this prin¬ 
ciple dwelling in the Apostles and of the divine character imparted 
to them by it, how could this be better done than by narrating 
a case in which a doubt is cast on it, thereby putting the Holy 
Spirit itself to the proof? This was what Ananias and his wife 
Sapphira were held to have done, inasmuch as they had agreed 
together on a course of conduct which could succeed only on the 
supposition that the divine principle animating the Apostles did 
not bestow on them divine omniscience, which one would naturally 
have thought the most essential attribute of the 7 rvevp,a ayiov . 
What other result could follow from such a course of conduct than 
that the divine judgment should go forth upon the two in sudden 
death ? For they had sinned not against man, but against the 
organs of the Divine Spirit, against God himself. 

There would be no necessity to speak of the attempts to put 
a natural interpretation on this event, which have been made by 
Heinrichs and other interpreters, if this mode of explanation had 
not received fresh support and authority from Neander. For it is 
nothing else but an endeavour of this kind which Neander makes, 
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when he says, page 28 : “ If we reflect what Peter was in the eyes 
of Ananias : how the hypocritical, superstitious man must have been 
astonished and confounded at seeing his lie brought to light—how 
the reproving holy earnestness of a man, speaking to his conscience 
with such divine assurance must have worked on his terrified spirit 
and the fear of punishment from a holy God laid hold on him: 
then we do not find it so difficult to conceive how the words of the 
Apostle brought about so great an effect. The divine and the 
natural are here intimately bound up together.” 

According to this, we have to look at the death of Ananias as a 
natural event quite intelligible as such on psychological grounds. 
But even if such an event as sudden death might not impossibly 
be the direct psychological consequence of such a violent mental 
shock, the case before us cannot be considered from this standpoint. 
The rarer and more uncommon such a death is, the more unlikely 
is it to have happened two different times in the space of three 
hours. Por the death of Sapphira must be attributed to the same 
cause, and Neander does not hesitate to give it the same psycho¬ 
logical explanation: “ When Sapphira entered the assembly three 
hours later, without suspecting what had happened ” (this of course 
must be supposed on the naturalistic hypothesis, however it conflicts 
with verse 5), 1 " Peter first of all endeavoured, by questioning her, 
to arouse her conscience. But when, instead of being led to con¬ 
sider and repent, she persisted in her dissimulation, Peter accused 
her of having concerted with her husband to try the Spirit of God, 
whether or not it could be deceived by their hypocrisy. He then 
proceeded to threaten her with the divine punishment which had 
just overtaken her husband. The words of Peter were in this 
instance aided by the impression of her husband’s fate, and striking 
the conscience of the hypocrite produced the same effect as on her 
husband.” If such an event (granting that it really occurred once) 
is in the highest degree uncommon, its immediate recurrence de¬ 
prives the story of all probability. We might of course disregard 
the improbability; but this is quite beside the mark : since the 
1 At v. 7 we read expressly, fxrj ci8via to ytyovos. — Editor's note. 
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narrative of the author admits no interpretation but that a miracle 
was intended to be wrought, and was wrought. The speech of 
Peter to Ananias is spoken in so threatening a tone, that the death 
of Ananias immediately succeeding it can only appear as the exe¬ 
cution of the threatened punishment. This is seen even more 
distinctly in the speech addressed to Sapphira : cSov, ol 7 ro8e<? 
tcov OaylrdvTcov top apSpa gov, eiri rrj Ovpa , kcu e^olaoval ere, v. 9. 
A death which follows immediately on such a clear declaration 
cannot be looked on as accidental, but as an intended and miracu¬ 
lously-procured event. If it be considered as a merely accidental, 
natural event which the Apostle did not expressly wish nor call 
for, a new doubt arises, namely, whether it would not have been 
the duty of the Apostle, when so shortly before he had seen so 
unexpected and fatal a result of .his words, to endeavour rather to 
moderate than to enhance the impression which could not fail to be 
made on Sapphira. Except on .the hypothesis of a miracle, the narra¬ 
tive must appear almost meaningless. But the natural explanation, 
as Neander gives it, is not meant to be carried out to its conclusions ; 
it is intended merely to smooth the way for the reception of the 
miracle by one who is prejudiced against the supernatural. Such 
an one is to learn that the supernatural of the miracle is in fact 
natural, and so to be led .round to the concession that natural as it 
is, it is yet supernatural. Eor not only does Neander speak here of 
a divine judgment which was necessary in order to preserve the 
first operations of the Holy Spirit from the admixture of the most 
dangerous poison, and to secure a proper respect for the apostolic 
authority, he remarks expressly that the Divine and the Natural 
appear here to be in the closest connection. How we are to under¬ 
stand this connection between the Divine and the Natural, 
Olshausen may inform us in his Commentary; on v. 1, sq., he 
reminds us that “ the absolute distinction between the natural and 
supernatural is in this case also mischievous. There is nothing to 
prevent us from giving a purely natural explanation of the death 
of Ananias; but by the adoption of this theory the miraculous 
character of the event is not set aside. The natural itself becomes 
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miraculous through the relation which it bears to its circumstances 
and surroundings, and such is the case with this death, which, 
taken in connection with the sentence of the Apostle spoken in the 
power of the Spirit, and penetrating Ananias like a sword, to 
convict him of sin, was in reality a miracle ordered by a higher 
power” But what end does this irresolute way of thinking serve ? I 
The absolute distinction between the natural and supernatural is 
not mischievous, for the idea of miracle demands such a distinction ; 
a miracle, if it is not something- essentially * or absolutely different 
from the natural, is not a miracle at all. But the .illogical blend¬ 

ing of two essentially different ideas is mischievous—--the neutral¬ 
ising of natural and supernatural into an indifferent tertium 
quid, which on the one hand shall be as much .natural as super¬ 
natural, but on the other hand neither, supernatural nor natural, 
and thus is nothing whatever. Two views only can be taken 
of this event. The death of Ananias and Sapphira was either 
natural—the natural result of terror and the consequence of an 
apoplectic fit, and for that very reason no miracle, and not the 
result of the will or words of the Apostle—or it was a miracle, and 
then not the mere result of fear and apoplexy, for even if fear and 
apoplexy were the immediate cause of the death, they did not 
operate independently, or the death would have been no miracle; 
but they had this result, owing to the will of the Apostle and the 
divine miraculous power, accompanying his words. It is therefore 
clear that if so great an importance is attached to the natural 
causes of Neander and Olshausen as to allow,of a strictly natural 
construction being put on the death of Ananias and Sapphira, the 
true nature of the question is altogether lost sight of. The secondary 
intermediate cause is illogically regarded as the.primary, cause, and 
a middle cause neither primary nor secondary is introduced, of 
which the narrative says nothing, because the narrator is very far 
from intending that what he relates as miracle should be taken for 
an accidental natural event. If we are thus shut .up to the mira¬ 
culous theory of the event, the miracle*Temains in all its hardness, 
and the less this hardness is in unison with the rest of the New 


28 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part I. 


Testament miracles, or vindicates itself on satisfactory grounds, 
the more justly will this miracle be reckoned as part of the evidence 
which tends do ^discredit the historical character of the whole pass¬ 
age to which it belongs. 

We will here glance at" the miracle which introduces the whole 
story. In this whole passage the glorification of the Apostles is 
the aim to which everything tends; they are to be contrasted with 
their enemies as high, super-human, unapproachable beings. The 
principal transaction narrated in the passage is unintelligible and 
disconnected, and obviously serves merely to work out the idea 
which underlies the whole narrative. These considerations must 
certainly determine to some extent our judgment on the occurrence 
which stands at the head of the story, and the fact of its being 
a miracle cannot make * any difference. It is clear on the face of 
this miracle that it serves only to introduce, to show the occa¬ 
sion of, the events-which follow. The object of the narrative 
being to enhance the glory of the Apostles, it was necessary to show 
the enemies of the cause of Jesus asdaking fresh steps which could 
lead to nothing but their own shame and humiliation. For this 
end, something must of course take place to draw their atten¬ 
tion to the Apostles, and compel them to take action. The cause 
of Jesus must win the sympathy of the people, the preaching of the 
Apostles must cause a very considerable increase in the number of 
believers. But results dike these could not be imputed to the mere 
preaching of the • Apostles ; that preaching needed some new point 
to start from-; the interest of the people must be aroused by some 
event of a palpable and striking nature.. How could this be better 
effected than by a miracle worked by the Apostles ? But it was 
not every miracle that would have‘served this purpose. It must 
not be one which would* have a merely transitory effect, but one 
of such a nature as to continue to*excite public attention, and 
evidence itself to the public eye,.by its abiding results after the 
miraculous act was performed. Ho miracle could better fulfil these 
conditions than the healing of the man lame from his birth, who had 
never walked before, but who immediately used the power given to 
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him in such a manner as to be a walking miracle which no one 
could help observing. The narrative itself represents the miracle 
in this light. As soon as it is performed, the lame man springs up, 
walks about, accompanies the Apostles to the Temple, walking and 
leaping and praising God, and publishing what had happened to him, 
so that all the people saw him, and were filled with wonder and 
astonishment at the change, iii. 8-10. He even remained an in¬ 
separable companion of the two Apostles, in order that, by the side 
of the workers of the miracle, he might bear witness to the miracle 
they had worked, iii. 11, and appear, in what way we are not told, 
with the Apostles at the judicial meeting of the Sanhedrim. Then 
the narrative points out again and again how notorious the miracle 
had become throughout Jerusalem, and how it had been the more 
recognised as a highly extraordinary event, because the lame man 
was known as a beggar, of more than forty years old, who sat daily 
at the gate of the Temple, iii. 2, 9, 14, 16, 21, 22. As soon as the 
dominant idea of the whole is rightly understood, how clearly does 
the relation appear in which each separate feature stands to the ^ 
whole—how clearly do we see how the whole grew into the form 
in which we find it! And if the historical character of the 9^ief v 
occurrence must be doubted, how little can we hold as historical 
facts the individual minor circumstances, which merely lead up to 
and prepare for what is to follow. In every individual trait do we' 
not trace the internal connection by which the writer strove to 
bind the whole together, in order that the end he had in view might 
be advanced ? 

This peculiar idealising tendency of the whole passage is not, 
however, limited to the Apostles; the glorifying ray of the same light 
shines also on the whole Church of the believers. The glory which 
falls to the share of the Apostles is indeed the tribute due to the 
Holy Spirit which dwelt in and animated them ; and it is the same 
Spirit with which all the believers are filled. In them also there 
is a divine principle, which raises them above the level of common 
men, and sheds a more than earthly light around them. In this 
light they are represented in both the short sections—ii. 42-4T, iv. 
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32-37—in which the aim of the author is to give a general descrip¬ 
tion of the state of the early Church. That which is reported of 
the Apostles, namely, that they enjoyed the admiration, reverence, 
and love of the whole population of Jerusalem, is extended to the 
Church as a distinction which belonged to it as well : eyevero 3e 
irdarj <£o/3o?, ii. 43 ; e^oz're? %apiv n rpo? o\ov tov \adv , ii. 47; 

Xapis re pLeydXrj rjv en tl irdvra 9 avrovs, iv. 33. It is evident how 
little the persecution of the Christians, which broke out so soon after¬ 
wards, confirms this account. Such a conception of the relations of 
the first Christian Church to the whole people must be set down to the 
gradual embellishment of legend, and other features in the narrative 
confirm this view. What enabled the Church to make such a favour¬ 
able impression on the people and to engage their good-will and con¬ 
fidence to such a marked degree must have been, more than any of 
its other features, that spirit of uni ty and harmon y which animated 
all the members of the body. This spirit bound them together, and 
showed itself especially in their social arrangements, in that general 
community of goods which they introduced among themselves, and 
before which all distinetions of private property disappeared. We 
should expect to find this a genuine historical report of the social 
relations of the Primitive Church; but that this is by no means the 
case is allowed even by those who have the highest opinion of the 
historical credibility of the Acts of the Apostles. “ In the narrative 
of the Acts itself,” remarks ISFeander, p. 34 (Bohn, p. 25), “ there is 
a great deal which contradicts the idea of such a community of 
goods. Peter expressly says to Ananias that it lay with himself 
whether to keep the piece of ground or to sell it; and that even 
after it was sold he was at liberty to do what he chose with the 
proceeds, v. 4. What we find in the sixth chapter of the Acts is a 
regulated division of alms to widows, but nothing of the nature of 
a common purse for the use of the whole church. We find, xii. 12 , 
that Mary possessed a house of her own at Jerusalem, which, accord¬ 
ingly, she had not sold for the benefit of the common purse. These 
instances show clearly that we are* not' to imagine an entire sus¬ 
pension of the rights of property in the case of the early Church.” 
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But this, and nothing but this, is what the author explicitly declares. 
If the contradiction between his description here and the facts he 
himself relates in other passages compels us <e not to take that 
description literally,” as Neander says, then we must acknowledge as 
a fact that other interests besides historical ones underlie the nar¬ 
rative. It is also incontestable that there is a desire manifested to 
represent this primitive Church in the beautiful light of a fellow¬ 
ship from which all that is disturbing and dividing in the social 
relations of humanity has been banished, and first of all, the dis¬ 
tinction between rich and poor. But this state of things did not 
actually exist, in fact could not exist, from the very nature of the 
case ; for how can we imagine that in a Church, which at that time, 
according to the declaration of the writer, iv. 4, consisted of 5000 
members, all those who possessed’houses and landed property sold 
them, iv. 34 ; and that not one individual in the whole Church pos¬ 
sessed a house of his own ? Anddf (let this be added to the other 
considerations) it was an established rule that every member should 
sell all that he possessed, and put the proceeds as a contribution in 
money into the common purse, why is it told, as a remarkable 
fact, iv. 36, that Joses Barnabas sold his land, and brought the price 
and laid it at the Apostles’ feet ? We- must again conclude that 
what the writer represents as-a general arrangement of the first 
Christian community did- not take place so generally as is here 
represented. We may, perhaps, take this as the historical truth 
that “ a common purse was established, out of which the needs of 
the greater part of the poorer members of the Church were relieved; 
out of which, perhaps, the expenses which- the Church body in¬ 
curred (such as the preparations of the feasts) were defrayed, and 
that many sold their property in order to increase their contribu¬ 
tions to this joint-purse. Thus- there may have been a reproduc¬ 
tion of the economical arrangements of that fellowship of men and 
women who attached themselves to Christ; the arrangement may 
have been similar to what generally obtained afterwards in the 
ordinary collections for the poor.” (Neander, p. 36, Bohn, 26.) But 
this does not bear out the description of the Acts, and if no 
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other data were at our disposal, we should not be at liberty to con¬ 
sider the element of truth in it to be so great, since a narrative to 
which historical credibility must be denied as a whole leaves us in 
total uncertainty as to the amount of truth which may yet lie at 
its foundation. All that can lead us in this case to suppose a sub¬ 
stratum of historical fact is the general truth that unhistorical 
narratives are not usually altogether invented, but in most cases rise 
out of something in actual history. But in order to obtain the 
historical element which may be present in the two passages in 
question, though neither of them gives us much help to discover it, 
we must add to the particulars we possess what, according to Epi- 
phanius (Haer. 30), the Ebionites said ^of themselves. This was, 
that the epithet “poor/’ which they gave themselves, and considered 
as an honourable distinction, they took on account of their having 
sold their possessions in the time of the Apostles, and laid the price 
at their feet. Thereby they took upon themselves poverty and 
renunciation, and on this account, they said, they were everywhere 
called "poor.” The expression itself, "laid at the Apostles’ feet,” 
shows that this account is closely related to the two passages of the 
Acts ; we cannot believe it to have been adopted from the Acts, a 
work which could have no authority for the Ebionites, owing to the 
well-known hatred of this sect to the Apostle Paul. Thus we have 
here a historical datum which tells us of a similar ridevat 7 rapa tov$ 
7 roSa? to)v aTrocrToXtov as a characteristic feature of the apostolic 
time. But we must not suppose the poverty of the Ebionites arose 
first of all from their having sold all their possessions. The sup¬ 
position is much more natural that they were poor from the 
beginning, that they considered their poverty as something honour¬ 
able and distinctive, and that they wished it to be considered as 
a thing they had voluntarily adopted. This naturally gave rise to 
the story that they had originally possessed property, but that they 
had sold it and laid the money realised by such sales at the Apostles’ 
feet. What we may suppose to have been the historical truth in 
this instance, is not so much the action, as the disposition, the 
estimate of worldly goods, which the action would reveal; and as 
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the disposition must prove itself in action, it is here translated into 
an action which vividly represents it. What the Acts of the Apostles 
states respecting the social relations and arrangements of the first 
Christian Church is not to be understood as referring to a real, total, 
and general community of goods, but only to the general willingness 
not merely felt, but also displayed in action by men like Barnabas, 
to sacrifice their riches and possessions for the sake of the cause of 
Jesus, devoting them to the public objects of the Church, and in 
this sense laying them at the Apostles' feet. But the general com¬ 
munity of goods and actual renunciation of worldly possessions 
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles only shows us in a remark¬ 
able manner the peculiar nature of mythic tradition. It prefers 
what is concrete, living, and capable of being represented in strong 
colours; mere disposition is too bald and empty ; it must be real¬ 
ised in action, if it is to have any life and meaning of its own, and 
take its place as a subject fit to be handed down in tradition. This 
may also explain the following discrepancy, that while the Ebion- 
ites affirmed that they became poor through the nOevat 7 rapd rou? 
7 roSa 9 tq)v d7roaTo\(ov y the Acts of the Apostles declares that by 
the same process all poverty and need were banished from the 
Church. This, though it should perhaps be taken relatively, is yet 
distinctly expressed in the words ovSe jap evSeys re? vi r%>%ez; ev 
avrols, etc. If the writer kept in his eye the disposition which 
prompted the renunciation of these worldly goods and possessions, 
he had to hold fast the idea of poverty; but when he proceeded to 
speak of the actual realisation of this disposition for the benefit of 
the community, he had to show that the wants of the community 
were actually relieved. 

If it is asked what is the t rue historical residuumjpf the whole / 
section, Acts iii.-v., the^ actual results are very^smallj_ the nature 
of the stories that are given seems to point to the fact that the 
early history of the Church was extremely uneventful. The fact 
that bears the most decided impress of historical reality, namely, 
the advice given by Gamaliel, seems to indicate that the enemies 
of Jesus troubled themselves very little about his disciples during 
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the time immediately following his death. When they came to 
observe that instead of decaying the disciples were increasing and 
flourishing, and were obliged to take more notice of them, it did 
not seem worth while to take any very strict measures against 
them. Even the division between the two sects of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, as it is represented in the different attitudes which 
Gamaliel and the members of the Sanhedrim take up with reference 
to the disciples of Jesus, can scarcely be taken as historical. It 
has been remarked with justice, 1 “ Although the Sadducees had 
allied themselves for a common object with Caiaphas the High 
Priest, who* had condemned Jesus, and afterwards endeavoured with 
special zeal to ruin the Apostles, we find no historical trace that 
Caiaphas himself was a Sadducee; the Sadducees first appear 
with true party bigotry against the Apostles on account of the 
resurrection of Jesus.” It is exactly this which must make us 
suspicious about the part which the Sadducees are represented as 
playing in the matter ‘ 7 for it cannot but occur to us that, as their 
testimony to the resurrection of Jesus was the most important 
thing the Apostles had to preach about, the Sadducees, who were 
the declared enemies of the doctrine of the resurrection, must 
surely have been their bitterest and most decided opponents. 
The repeated and pointed observation that the Sadducees did 
most to stir up persecution against the disciples, iv. 1, v. 17, and 
principally from annoyance that they preached as a fact the re¬ 
surrection of Jesus from the dead (hia to KarayyeXketv ev tg3 
5 Itjo-ov ttjv avaaracnv Tr\v e/c ve/cpcov, iv. 2) has quite the appear¬ 
ance of such an a priori combination. But if the Sadducees were 
eager to procure the suppression of the disciples of Jesus, and if 
all the plans and measures which they took proved fruitless, what 
could have caused this failure but the influence of the opposite 
party, that of the Pharisees ? It must have been a very weighty 
authority which could exert so much influence over the Sadducees, 
and still their rage; who else could have done this but the most 
prominent Pharisaic leader of that time, the renowned Gamaliel ? 

1 Comp. Meyer, Apg. v. 17. 
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And yet Gamaliel does not seem quite fitted for the part assigned 
to him, or for the moderate and peaceful nature of the advice 
ascribed to him, when we call to mind that the most zealous per¬ 
secutor of the Christian Church of that time, Saul, had been edu¬ 
cated in his school and on his principles. Therefore we must 
give up the person of Gamaliel too, and reduce his celebrated advice 
to the mere opinion prevailing among the Jewish rulers at that 
time, that it might be the best way to leave the cause of Jesus to 
its fate, in the full assurance that its little importance would soon 
be made obvious. 1 During this period, in which the disciples of 

1 That Gamaliel cannot really have spoken the words as they are put into his 
mouth by the author of the Acts, v. 35, is shown by the striking chronological 
error in the appeal to the example of Theudas, who, according to Josephus 
(Antiq. xx. 8), first appeared as a false prophet and agitator about ten years later, 
under the procurator Cuspius Fadus. As Cuspius Fadus became procurator of 
Judea about the year 44 of the Christian era, the revolt of Theudas could not 
have occurred before that time. How little does the view expressed in the words 
of Gamaliel, Acts v. 38, agree with the statement of facts as related in the whole 
section comprising chapters iii.-v. If all these miracles were really performed as 
is here narrated, and in so authentic a manner that the Sanhedrim itself could 
not ignore them, nor bring forward anything against them—if the man lame 
from his birth was healed by the word of the Apostle, and if the Apostles them¬ 
selves, without any human intervention, were freed from prison by an angel from 
heaven—how could Gamaliel, if he was a man such as is here described, unbiassed 
and thoughtful, resting his judgment on experience, express himself so problem¬ 
atically as he does here, and leave it to the future to decide whether this cause 
were or were not divine ? If the miracles here related were really performed, so 
much must have been quite evident; they were publicly recognised, authentically 
witnessed matters of fact, on which no one could throw any doubt. For what 
could Gamaliel be waiting in order to give a decided opinion on the matter ? 
For fresh miracles, which would not prove anything more than those already 
performed? Or for still greater additions to the number of adherents to the 
disciples from among the people ? But even in this view everything had already 
occurred which could be expected to occur. Every discourse of the Apostles had 
been followed by the conversion of thousands ; the whole people hung with awe 
and wonder on the preaching of the new faith, so that even the rulers did not 
dare to employ force for fear of being stoned. What stronger testimony to the 
popularity of the new doctrines could there well have been, and what danger must, 
not the Sanhedrim have incurred by continuing its opposition to the universal 
inclination of the people ? If, on the other hand, we suppose that Gamaliel could 
not deny the miracles that had been performed, but did not consider them as 
divine, even then we cannot understand why he should express himself so weakly 
and undecidedly, and vote for the cessation of any measures of interference. If 
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Jesus were not disturbed by their enemies, they had time to gain 
fresh confidence from their belief in the resurrection, and to 
strengthen themselves by winning new adherents to their cause. 
Jerusalem was the best place for making such accessions. No 
more momentous decision for the cause of Jesus could have been 
taken than that of the disciples to remain in Jerusalem. Here 
only could all the elements of union which were involved in 
believing in the risen One operate effectively to keep them all to¬ 
gether ; here only did a field of action open before them, rich in 
probable results. Not without reason does the Acts of the Apostles 
date back this resolve of the disciples to the command given by 
Jesus shortly before his departure, namely, that they should not 
leave Jerusalem, but remain there till the promise of the Holy 
Spirit should be fulfilled, through whose power they were to be his 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in Samaria, and even unto 
the ends of the earth, Acts i. 8. We must understand by this gift 
of the Spirit the confidence and boldness with which the disciples 
proclaimed the Gospel and endeavoured to work in its interest; 1 
and the actual results show us the internal connection, founded on 
the nature of the case, which these two points bear to each other, 
the staying in Jerusalem, and the descent of the Holy Spirit which 
was represented as depending upon it. The same phenomenon 
which the history of the first development of Christianity presents 


the miracles were looked at as having been performed, but not as being divine, 
how could there be any doubt that a still worse deceit was being carried on, the 
investigation and punishment of which ought to have been a highly important 
duty of the Court ? If we conclude that the events took place as the narrative 
says they did, but as we can scarcely think they did, the advice of Gamaliel 
appears to be wanting in the prudence which the case required, as too much had 
already happened to allow such a movement to have its way undisturbed. Either 
the testimony of truth must have been recognised, or active steps taken against 
such a palpable deceit. But the two statements which here lie before us—on one 
.side the nominal facts, on the other the wise measures counselled by Gamaliel— 
do not agree. Either the events took place as they are here narrated, and 
Gamaliel did not give such advice, or if he did give it, it did not hold the same 
relation to the facts of the case as is represented. 

1 Compare especially the passage, iv. 31: € 7 rkr)(r 6 r](rav anavres 7 Tvev paros aylov , 
Kai ikaXovv tov \ 6 yov tov ©eov fiera Trapp-qvias. Also vi. 5, 10. 
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to us, namely, that the larger cities, such as Antioch, Borne, Corinth, 
and Ephesus, became the first seats of Christianity, and the start¬ 
ing-points of its wider activity, meets us also in the fact that the 
first Christian Church was established in Jerusalem. But here we 
must work on a decidedly lower scale than that employed in the 
Acts of the Apostles, when it speaks of the conversion at one time 
of many thousands—indeed, we can scarcely accept the same 
number of hundreds. We have a remarkable instance of how little 
these numbers are to be relied on in Acts i. 15. We are there told 
that after the ascension of Jesus the disciples numbered altogether 
a hundred and twenty. But, on the other hand, the Apostle Paul, 
whose testimony is earlier and has a greater claim to credibility, 
speaks of five hundred brethren to whom Jesus appeared at once 
after his resurrection. If the small number be manifestly incorrect, 
the subsequent statement of much larger numbers (Acts ii. 41, iv. 4) 
is no more worthy of credit, and we must come to the conclusion 
that the lesser number precedes the greater, in order to give a more 
vivid impression of the speedy and remarkable growth of the 
Church. In addition to this, when we consider the persecution of 
Stephen, we cannot think of the Church at Jerusalem as so im¬ 
portant and as consisting of such a number of believers, as we 
must suppose it to have done if we accept all the increase to it 
mentioned in these passages of the Acts, ii. 41, iv. 4, v. 14, vi. 1, 7. 
From all this there is strongly impressed upon us the conviction 
that if we wish to arrive at a proper conception of this earliest 
period, we must not place much weight on the different figures 
and the accounts of the different events here given us. This re¬ 
mark applies equally to the speeches contained in this part of the 
Acts of the Apostles which were delivered on various occasions by 
the Apostle Peter, and to the Christian hymn, iv. 24. They may 
be taken as fragmentary pictures of the circle of action and ideas 
in which this first Christian Church moved, and as interesting 
evidence how the first disciples of Jesus sought, both for themselves 
and for others, to harmonise Faith in Him, the Bisen and Ascended 
One, with the Jewish standpoint on which they stood, by appealing 
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laying on of hands, gives no clear idea of the case. This repre¬ 
sentation involves the notion of an ontward communication of the 
Spirit bestowed by the Apostles as the immediate organ of the 
Holy Spirit, and accompanied by miraculous signs. In the same 
manner as Peter and John were sent into Samaria, Peter afterwards 
travelled into Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, and visited the churches 
established there (ix. 31, sq.}, in the name, as appears from xi. 1, 
sq. y of the Church at Jerusalem, and in the interests of its fixed 
Judaistic principles; but there is nothing said here of imparting 
the Holy Spirit to the newly-converted by the hands of an Apostle. 
We might also suppose that when it was known in Jerusalem that 
the Christian faith was accepted in Antioch, Barnabas made a 
similar journey of visitation to that city. But this is very doubtful 
Xeander himself says (p. 139, Bohn 99): “ Astonishment and 
mistrust seem to have been awakened in Jerusalem by the news 
that in Antioch a church of Gentile Christians was arising which 
did not hold the ceremonial law in observance.” But if this were 
the case, Barnabas the Hellenist would scarcely have been selected 
for the visit to Antioch, as his liberal principles, so nearly allied 
to the Pauline standpoint (as was proved by the sequel), could not 
have been unknown at that time to the Church at Jerusalem. 
There is every indication that he did not undertake the journey to 
Antioch as an errand from the Church, for there is no trace of his 
being in any way dependent on the Church at Jerusalem. It even 
seems doubtful if he had been in Jerusalem before he went to 
Antioch, since his name (ix. 27) is associated with events which 
we will show can scarcely have happened in the manner related. 
Perhaps, therefore, after the persecution which followed the death 
of Stephen, he had left Jerusalem with the rest, and at last found 
with Paul in Antioch the sphere of action which promised greater 
freedom to his individuality. The actual division between the two 
elements of the Church, formerly allied together, became wider and 
wider, but it existed before this. The persecution itself shows 
that a distinction was drawn between the Hebraists and the Hellen¬ 
ists by the Jews at Jerusalem. We have probably to seek for the 
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first germ of the dissension which arose between the two divisions 
of the Church in Jerusalem, in the facts related, A cts v i_l. sq . We 
are here told of the neglect of the widows of the Hellenists in the 
apportioning of the daily gifts and of their openly-declared dissatis¬ 
faction against the Hebrews. That 70771 / 0740 ? of the Hellenists 
against the Hebrews brings us down at once from the ideal har¬ 
monious relations of the Primitive Church to the sphere of life’s 
ordinary reality. It seems to have had deeper grounds in the dis¬ 
like between the two parties, from which such disputes as these 
derived importance. The fact that such a grievance existed, and 
the means that were taken to remove it, namely, the institution of 
the office of deacon and the appointment of Hellenists, as it appears, 
to all the newly-created offices—all this shows us that the acces¬ 
sions the Church had gained had consisted chiefly of Hellenists. 
This of course enabled the liberal turn of thought which was ex¬ 
hibited by the Hellenists, as distinguished from the Hebrews, to 
have more scope. If these appointments were really made as is 
related, we shall have some indication of the spirit in which they 
were made, and of the previous condition of the Church, in the 
fact that Stephen, of whom we know something, was one of those 
who were then appointed. 
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laying on of hands, gives no clear idea of the case. This repre¬ 
sentation involves the notion of an outward communication of the 
Spirit bestowed by the Apostles as the immediate organ of the 
Holy Spirit, and accompanied by miraculous signs. In the same 
manner as Peter and John were sent into Samaria, Peter afterwards 
travelled into Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, and visited the churches 
established there (ix. 31, sq.), in the name, as appears from xi. 1, 
sq., of the Church at Jerusalem, and in the interests of its fixed 
Judaistic principles; but there is nothing said here of imparting 
the Holy Spirit to the newly-converted by the hands of an Apostle. 
We might also suppose that when it was known in Jerusalem that 
the Christian faith was accepted in Antioch, Barnabas made a 
similar journey of visitation to that city. But this is very doubtful. 
Xeander himself says (p. 139, Bohn 99): “Astonishment and 
mistrust seem to have been awakened in Jerusalem by the news 
that in Antioch a church of Gentile Christians was arising which 
did not hold the ceremonial law in observance.” But if this were 
the case, Barnabas the Hellenist would scarcely have been selected 
for the visit to Antioch, as his liberal principles, so nearly allied 
to the Pauline standpoint (as was proved by the sequel), could not 
have been unknown at that time to the Church at Jerusalem. 
There is every indication that he did not undertake the journey to 
Antioch as an errand from the Church, for there is no trace of his 
being in any way dependent on the Church at Jerusalem. It even 
seems doubtful if he had been in Jerusalem before he went to 
Antioch, since his name (ix. 27) is associated with events which 
we will show can scarcely have happened in the manner related. 
Perhaps, therefore, after the persecution which followed the death 
of Stephen, he had left Jerusalem with the rest, and at last found 
with Paul in Antioch the sphere of action which promised greater 
freedom to his individuality. The actual division between the two 
elements of the Church, formerly allied together, became wider and 
wider, but it existed before this. The persecution itself shows 
that a distinction was drawn between the Hebraists and the Hellen¬ 
ists by the Jews at Jerusalem. We have probably to seek for the 
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first germ of the dissension which arose between the two divisions 
of the Church in Jerusalem, in the facts related, Acts vL_ l. sq. We 
are here told of the neglect of the widows of the Hellenists in the 
apportioning of the daily gifts and of their openly-declared dissatis¬ 
faction against the Hebrews. That yoyyva/ios of the Hellenists 
against the Hebrews brings us down at once from the ideal har¬ 
monious relations of the Primitive Church to the sphere of life’s 
ordinary reality. It seems to have had deeper grounds in the dis¬ 
like between the two parties, from which such disputes as these 
derived importance. The fact that such a grievance existed, and 
the means that were taken to remove it, namely, the institution of 
the office of deacon and the appointment of Hellenists, as it appears, 
to all the newly-created offices—all this shows us that the acces¬ 
sions the Church had gained had consisted chiefly of Hellenists. 
This of course enabled the liberal turn of thought which was ex¬ 
hibited by the Hellenists, as distinguished from the Hebrews, to 
have more scope. If these appointments were really made as is 
related, we shall have some indication of the spirit in which they 
were made, and of the previous condition of the Church, in the 
fact that Stephen, of whom we know something, was one of those 
who were then appointed. 


CHAPTER II. 


STEPHEN THE PREDECESSOR OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 

According to the Acts of the Apostles, the first disciples of Jesus 
adhered as nearly as possible to the Jewish religion and to the 
national worship. The only thing that distinguished them from 
the rest of the Jews was the conviction at which they had arrived, 
that the promised Messiah had appeared in Jesus of Nazareth. 
They saw nothing antagonistic to their national consciousness in 
this belief in Jesus as the Messiah. Yet in this belief, simple and 
undeveloped as it was, a breach was introduced into their con¬ 
sciousness as Jews, which might seem insignificant at first, but 
could not fail to divide Judaism and Christianity further and 
further from each other. The persecution to which Stephen fell a 
victim shows us clearly that he was the first to express this 
antagoiiisin between Christianity and Judaism as a thing clearly 
felt and not to be concealed. There is more doubt attendant on 
the statement made in the Acts of the Apostles as to the form 
in which he first gave decided expression to this antagonism. 
He is represented as having had disputes with the different Hel¬ 
lenistic communities in Jerusalem, to whom he had doubtless 
turned with especial confidence, that they, as Hellenists, would have 
understood the views and principles which he considered to be the 
essence of his Christian faith. As for the charge on which he was 
condemned, we hear merely that certain false witnesses stated that 
he had expressed himself in an irreligious manner against the 
Jewish Temple worship and the Mosaic law, and had proclaimed 
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the impending destruction of the Mosaic religion through the 
teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. What was true and what false 
in those charges, the Acts of the Apostles does not say; whether 
founded or unfounded is left to be deduced from Stephen’s speech 
in his own defence. To this speech, which, if it be the work of 
Stephen himself, is incontestably one of the most important docu¬ 
ments of that period, we are accordingly referred. But the point 
of authorship is by no means settled. In order to pronounce upon 
it we have to examine the contents of the speech itself, for the 
latest commentators have failed to penetrate into its argument and 
internal arrangement; they have discovered no plan in it, but a 
bewildering variety of meanings. 

The first and greatest difficulty is generally found in the fact 
that Stephen takes so little notice of the special accusation against 
which he is defending himself. But the truth is, that he takes up 
this subject not in its special bearing on himself, but in its wider 
scope; the application to himself and his own case comes in at the 
close as a natural deduction from this general view. The contents 
of the speech divide themselves into two parts running parallel to 
one another; on one side are enumerated the favours which from 
the earliest times God bestowed on His people, whilst on the other 
the behaviour of the people towards God is contrasted with them. 
Hence we find the prevailing idea of the speech to be that in 
proportion as the favours which God from the beginning bestowed 
on the people were great and extraordinary, the attitude of the 
people towards the Divine will was from the beginning unthankful 
and rebellious, so that where a thoroughly harmonious relation 
ought to have subsisted, the greatest antagonism prevailed, and in 
the same proportion in which God on the one hand had done every¬ 
thing to draw the people to Him and raise them to Himself, the 
people had turned away from God. Whilst the speaker takes up 
the relation of the people to God from this general point of view, 
it is clear how his own case is involved in it: this, however, comes 
prominently forward in one of the main points of the speech. 
Stephen was accused of having spoken irreverently, not only 
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against the Mosaic law, but also against the Temple. In evident 
reference to this accusation, the Temple is one of the chief matters 
on which the argument turns. The Temple is the ultimate goal 
to which the promises tend, the focus of their fulfilment. 1 And so 
the peculiar spirit which had characterised the people from the 
beginning must, since God and the people stood thus opposed to 
each other, show itself in connection with the Temple. 

The speaker thus reduced the accusation which had been raised 
against him, or rather the antagonism which the people displayed 
by this accusation against him and the Divine cause which he 
advocated, to the attitude which they had taken up towards 
God all along; and this of course implied that his speech took the 
form of a historical review. He began from the earliest times, and 
enumerated the whole series of events of which Jewish history 
consists, to which he indicated the present crisis had now to 
be added as a further development. These epochs, which are to 
be distinguished in the course of Jewish history, form the chief 
points of the speech. 

The first part of the speech treats of the period from Abraham 
up to the time when the people had become a nation in Egypt, 
and when Moses appeared as their liberator. During this first 
period, the goodness of God to the people manifested itself in all 
its fulness, inasmuch as the promises given by God to his chosen 
Abraham were not confined to him alone, but extended to his 
descendants, and the people who should proceed from them. For 
the people’s sake he was obliged to leave his home and kindred, 
and wander in the land where his people were at some future time 
to come to dwell, but where he himself was not to possess so much 
land as to set his foot on. The land was promised to the people; 
and although Abraham at that time had no child, yet all God’s 
dealings with him had reference to his posterity, v. 5. The destiny 
of the people was foretold even at that time, and it was announced 
as the crowning point of all the promises that they should serve 

1 Acts vii. 7, cf. verse 46 sq. The tokos of the seventh verse is the temple, 
which is also called 6 ayios tokos, cf. xxi. 28. 
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God in the place where now the Temple stood. Circumcision was 
given as a token that all the promises to Abraham were to have 
reference to his posterity; by this token all the descendants of 
Abraham were to enter directly after their birth into their full 
right to the promises given to him. Hence everything having 
happened up to this time with a view to the posterity ( ovtcos , vii. 8), 
this posterity now began to appear in Isaac. How little share the 
patriarchs themselves had in the land of promise, the spirit of the 
divine promise being rather to exclude them, was to be seen first 
in the history of Joseph, who was sold into Egypt, and then in that 
of the rest of the patriarchs who followed him there, after suffering 
the most extreme want in the land of promise. So little did they 
enjoy the promised land during their lifetime; and after their 
death it was still apparent how little the promise affected them. 
After their death in Egypt, their bones were indeed brought back 
to Palestine, and buried in the burial-place of Abraham; but, in the 
first place, Abraham had been obliged to buy this burial-place for 
a sum of money; and then it did not lie even in the actual pro¬ 
mised land, but only in Sichem, in the country of the Samaritans, 
so hated by the Jews. Thus, even in death, they were not allowed 
to rest in peace in the land of promise. 

The second part of the speech embraces the period extending 
from the residence of the people in Egypt and the appearance of 
Moses, to the times of David and Solomon (vii. 17-46). During the 
time treated of in the first part of the speech, the people did not 
yet exist; that section therefore dealt only with what God resolved to 
do for the people about to be formed. Of course there could be then 
no question of the relation of the people to God; but so much the 
more had this relation to be dealt with in the second part of the 
speech. For in the beginning of the second period, which the 
second part of the speech now proceeds to take up, the descendants 
of the patriarchs in Egypt had grown into a great nation; and as 
soon as this came to pass, God let nothing be wanting to bring about 
the fulfilment of the long-promised blessing of which the people 
was the proper object. But now how did the people behave? 
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First of all, they showed themselves incapable of understanding 
the deed which Moses—who had been so wonderfully preserved 
for his great work, and so carefully educated for it—performed for 
them as an earnest of greater deeds to come, vii. 25. They even 
broke out into open opposition against him, vii. 27. For these 
reasons Moses was obliged to flee out of Egypt from his own 
brethren. Notwithstanding this, God afterwards carried out, 
through him, the work he had determined on of saving the people 
from Egypt, by sending Moses, who had been rejected by his 
brethren, back to Egypt, as their leader and deliverer, to bring 
them out with signs and wonders. But against this Moses, from 
whom they had received the promise of a prophet like unto him¬ 
self—this Moses who, in the solemn assembly at Sinai, was the 
Mediator between the people and God (or the angel who spoke with 
him in the place of God), and who received there the law as “ lively 
oracles”—against this man the people committed an act of dis¬ 
obedience by which they turned back again to Egypt in their 
idolatrous hearts, and even forced Aaron to make for them a golden 
calf, as a symbol of the old gods whom they had seen worshipped 
there; and not content even with this one worship, they fell into all 
kinds of idolatry. Yet God did not on this account delay the fulfil¬ 
ment of what He had once promised. The ancient words of promise, 
Xarpevcroual fioi ev tw toVg) tovtg), vii. 7, had not been fulfilled. 
The aK7]vrj rov fiaprvptov (of which the crfcrjvr) of Moloch, vii. 43, 
was the idolatrous antitype, and with which the speaker therefore 
passes over to ver. 44) accompanied the Israelites as a mere mov¬ 
able tent through the wilderness, yet it was brought by them into 
the promised land and remained in the same form until the time 
of David. To realise the word of promise in this respect was 
reserved for the third period. 

This third period, to which the third part of the speech refers, 
comprehends the age of David and Solomon. Instead of the 
movable tabernacle carried from place to place, David and Solomon 
established the Temple at Jerusalem as a permanent abode for the 
worship of God. But now the godless and carnal temper of the 
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people manifested itself more openly, for they changed the general 
aspect of their religion with the change of the place where they 
worshipped. Now that they possessed a permanent Temple, their 
religion took the form of a Levitical worship attached to the Temple, 
and became a formalism composed of outward rites and ceremonies. 
For what did the Prophets who appeared from this time forward 
contend for, if not for a spiritual worship of God ? What else was 
the cause of the suffering and persecutions which they underwent 
—of the martyr deaths which so many of them died, as forerunners 
of the coming Messiah—but this constant struggle against the 
people’s merely external worship through which the adoration 
of God in spirit and in truth was completely superseded ? 

The last portion of the speech is undoubtedly to be understood 
in this way : the speaker draws the picture that is before his mind 
in a few bold strokes, and it is clearly evident how this conclusion 
of the speech is in agreement with its design as a whole, as well 
as with the apologetic aim of the speaker. This point, however, 
appears to me to need a more exact inquiry. 

If we look at the conclusion of the speech in the way here 
indicated, the question may arise whether the speaker meant that 
the exclusive tendency of the people towards the outward and cere¬ 
monial, developed in the existing Temple worship, was to be con¬ 
sidered as a fresh token of their perversity, or whether he did not 
intend to point out that the very building of a permanent Temple 
was to be considered a corruption. The question is by no means 
answered by the fact that it is said of David, after he had craved 
permission from God to build a “ dwelling for the God of Jacob,” 
that “he found favour before God” These words only mean 
that David laid his entreaty before God in the full confidence of 
possessing the grace of God which had been vouchsafed to him; 
but that the entreaty itself was the subject of divine favour is not 
here stated. Neither must we omit to mention that David is said 
to have wished merely to evpeiv o-fcyv(op,a t<x> Oea> ’Ia/ccofiy but the 
building of a special ol/eo? is ascribed to Solomon, of whose conduct 
in doing so nothing is said. Is not a disapproving sentence passed 
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on the building of the Temple itself—in so far as it confined to a 
settled, narrow spot that worship of God which had hitherto 
regarded the great free Universe as his natural Temple? This 
sentence is surely implied in the direct contrast presented to the 
statement, SoXopucov Se (p/coSopLTjcrev avrcp ol/cov, by the words 
immediately following: “ Albeit the Most High dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands—as saith the Prophet, Heaven is my 
throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me ? 
saith the Lord, or where is the place of my rest ? Hath not my 
hand made all these things ? ” The external, sensuous, ceremonial 
worship of the Jews may not have been the necessary consequence 
of the building of the Temple, yet it was open to the speaker so 
to consider it; and that he really does so consider it is clear not 
only from the antithesis present in the two verses, 47 and 48, but 
also in what he says of the “ tabernacle of witness,” in verse 
44. For why should it have been here said that the “ tabernacle 
of witness ” was possessed by the fathers in the wilderness in the 
form in which Moses had been ordered to make it, “ after the 
fashion he had seen,” by the Being who spoke with him—God, or 
the angel standing in the place of God, ver. 30—if not with the 
view of calling attention to the great difference between the Ideal 
and the Beal, and at the same time to the difference between 
a spiritual and sensuous worship of God? According to the 
opinion of the speaker as here indicated, the “ tabernacle of 
witness,” free, movable, wandering from place to place, bound 
to no particular spot, and therefore imparting its own movable¬ 
ness to the worship connected with it, fulfilled much better the 
aim of a spiritual service of God than the massive, stationary 
Temple, with the rigid fixed worship which it occasioned—in 
which the external, visible, and tangible machinery of worship 
assumed an overwhelming preponderance, and ceased to be a living 
and flexible expression of that invisible Ideal—the Heavenly 
“ fashion ” which Moses had seen. David, therefore, was truer to 
the idea which the aKrjprj rov puapTvplov represented: all that he 
wanted to do was to replace the cncrjprj with a atcrivcopLa. It was 
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Solomon whose reign was so marked a turning-point in this 
particular, who built an actual “ house ” for God. If this (as can¬ 
not be doubted) is the real and true sense which the speaker 
intended to express in the last part of his speech, we must not 
understand the former words of promise, Xarpevcrovai fioi ev tc3 
to7T6> rovTcp, as referring immediately and exclusively to the Temple. 
The idea of the conclusion of the speech, viewed in the light of 
these words, must be this: “ If by this place we understand the 
Temple only, then we are chargeable with that external and 
sensuous turn of thought which lies at the root of the Temple 
worship; this is just the error of the prevailing form of worship, 
that it is thought that God can be worshipped in no other place 
than in a temple raised to Him by the hands of men.” In this 
way we see how the speech answers sufficiently the apologetic aim 
of the speaker, although it partakes so little of the nature of a 
defence in point of outward form. The denunciation of the 
Temple with which the speaker was charged had in fact been 
directed against the outward ceremonial service to which at that 
time the true essence of the Jewish religion had been perverted; 
and his protest proceeded from the same interest in the true 
spiritual worship of God which had animated the prophets. In 
giving utterance to these views the speaker gave all the defence 
he had to offer; but he cannot have concealed from himself that 
with such a defence he could have no expectation of inducing his 
judges to acknowledge the justice of his cause. The whole 
speech takes for granted that the defence cannot possibly be 
successful. He addresses himself to the task of contrasting 
the goodness and grace of God towards the people with the 
behaviour of the people towards God; he shows in the fairest 
light the goodness and grace of God, by showing how it was 
the fulfilment of promises that had been made to the people 
before they were a people, and could apply to none but them. 
But in dwelling upon this he is also exhibiting the grossness of 
the people's perversity; ingratitude and disobedience, with that 
overwhelming bias towards materialism which the people had 
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always manifested, must really have been their truest and most 
characteristic nature, because from the beginning—from the first 
moment in which they began to be a nation—they showed no other 
inclination. But what is so deeply rooted in the inmost being of 
an individual or of a nation as to be almost an innate and natural 
passion, must always exhibit itself outwardly in the occurrence 
of the same behaviour; it is an invincible tendency which it 
is at any time useless trouble to attack. This ruling idea of the 
speaker explains how from the beginning of his sketch, there 
is an obvious parallel between the earlier and later times, and the 
fate of Moses is typical of that of Christ. Moses appears as a 
deliverer ( 'Xvrpcbri 79 , vii. 35); from him also do the people receive 
the words of life ( Xoyia f covra , vii. 38) ; out of his mouth comes the 
promise ( 7 rpocj>riT7jv vpuv dvao-rrjcrei Kvpio 9 0 ©eo? he rcov dSeXffccov 
vfjLvv eo? e/ie, vii. 37). How then can we wonder that this 
prophet like unto Moses had to endure what Moses endured, only 
in a greater degree, from the disposition of his people, so closed 
against all higher influence, so opposed to the divine ? How can 
we wonder that if the prophets—the foretellers of the Coming One 
—were persecuted and slain, the Bighteous One also, when He came, 
found betrayers and murderers ? how wonder that the same fate 
still overtakes all those who seek to labour in the same spirit? 
With such accusers and such judges the speaker himself does not 
anticipate any better result from his defence. The people would 
have been false to their inmost nature if they had not sacrificed 
him to their own want of comprehension of a spiritual worship of 
God, and their consequent hatred of him. Therefore the feeling 
of the speaker, which up to this point was kept under and controlled 
as his historical treatment of his leading ideas demanded, breaks 
out at the close without further moderation or restraint, in the 
words : afcXrjporpd'xrjXoL /cal direpiTpu^rot rrj /capS/a /cal t ol$ halv, 
vpL€L$ del to!) 7 rvevpbarb tcS aylw dvriTTiirreTe , &>? ol TraTepes v/jlcov 
/cal v{ie2$. Tiva t&v TrpotyrjTcov, etc. o it eves eXaftere rov vopbov el 5 
Siarayds ayyeXcov, /cal ov/c ec^uXa^are, vii. 51. This it was, then, 
that the speaker had on his heart from the beginning, and now at last 
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uttered freely and openly. The accusation brought against him 
of irreligion in regard to the toVo? ayjo? and the vo/jlo$, and the 
sentence of condemnation pronounced thereby on the Christian 
faith, fell back on his accusers and judges; but his own fate was at 
the same time sealed. The question which some interpreters have 
raised as to the conclusion of the speech, and which is commonly 
answered in the affirmative, finds here its answer, namely, whether 
Stephen was interrupted by his hearers; whether, therefore, his 
speech was not finished? In one sense it was interrupted; his 
passionate words must have provoked his hearers to a point at 
which it must have been out of the question to listen to him 
any longer. In another sense it was not interrupted; he had in 
reality said all that he had to say. What continuation does the 
plan and development of his speech admit of? He had laid 
bare to their deepest root the impure motives that lay at the founda¬ 
tion of the accusation raised against him; he had kept back nothing 
that could have been said directly or indirectly to expose the 
nature of his enemies’ proceedings ;• he had carried on his speech 
to a point when the chief reproach which had been made against 
him about the toVo? ay jo? received an exhaustive answer; and of 
what use could any further continuation of his speech have been ? 
That he did not intend to say anything more about the time of the 
prophets, is shown by the comprehensive summary in which (vii. 
49 and 52) he touches on this whole period; he had already left 
this period behind him, and could not well go back to it again. 
It might be thought that he had something, further to say with 
regard to the charge brought against him with reference to the 
Mosaic law. But that is- scarcely likely. The high respect with 
which he spoke of Moses would defend him from this part of the 
accusation; the manner in which he treats of the giving of the Law 
from Mount Sinai, and of the Law itself as “ lively oracles/’ would 
serve to prove his recognition of the Divine origin and spiritual 
contents of the Mosaic law. And as he turns the charge concerning 
the toVo? ayjo? back upon his enemies, so also does he deal with 
the other charge concerning the vo/jlo ? in his concluding words: 
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e\dftere tov vofiov el? Scara <yd$ ayy€\oov, teal ovtc i(j)v\d^aT€, 
Was he then going to enlarge upon this ov <j>v\ciTT€Lv? But this 
ov (f)v\aTTeiv tov vofiov is sufficiently explained and justified by 
what he had already said in the former part of the speech regarding 
the disobedience of the people towards Moses, and their constant 
tendency towards idolatry. From whatever side we look at it, 
we find that the aim of the speaker was attained, and the main idea 
of the speech quite sufficiently carried out. And how can we 
think that the natural end of the speech had not been reached at 
the point where we find it ended, when we reflect how flat and 
superfluous anything that the speaker might have had to urge 
further in his own defence would necessarily have appeared after 
so emphatic and energetic an apostrophe against his enemies ? 

The more remarkable in contents and form this speech undeni¬ 
ably appears according to the foregoing analysis, the more does it 
appear that it must have been the work of a man possessing such 
a mind as that of Stephen, whose superior wisdom and spirit have 
already been expressly dwelt upon by the author, vi. 10. And if 
it be argued that a speech so carefully conceived, and so measured 
in design and execution, cannot be supposed to have been unpre¬ 
meditated, as must necessarily have been the case if Stephen spoke 
in these circumstances, cf. vi. 12, we may still say that this scarcely 
applies to a speaker who had long had these ideas in his mind, and 
had already arranged them in some order by dint of repeated use; 
and in addition to this the historical form which the speech takes 
would make an unpremeditated one very easy. We must also 
remember how exactly the speech replies to the charge brought 
against Stephen. How telling and striking is all that is said in 
answer to the charge! How thoroughly the speaker goes into the 
matter in question, in order to attack the disposition of his enemies, 
which led them to prosecute him, at its very roots ! 

On the other hand there is very much to be said for the contrary 
view; it is impossible to suppose that we have here the speech of 
Stephen himself in its original form. This speech, which so well 
answeredits purpose of refuting the charge of the accusers in the most 
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complete and humiliating manner, and exposing the inward reason 
of its futility, is, for this very reason, of such a nature that the speaker 
of it must have felt it to be utterly useless for his own personal 
defence, and have seen that it could only exasperate his judges and 
make his condemnation the more assured. This, however, does not 
necessarily prove much, for Stephen did not belong to that class of 
men who think more of their own personal interests than of the 
universal cause of truth. A more serious difficulty is to be found in 
the improbability that his enemies, angry and irritated as they were, 
still had so much forbearance and patience as to listen to a defence 
of such length, and deferred the renewed outbreak of their passion 
until the speaker had completed his argument, and fully gained his 
purpose in speaking. The interruption takes place just when the 
speaker has worked out the idea of his speech; his opponents now 
discover to their extreme disgust that they have been listening to him 
in a mistaken expectation of what was to follow, and as it were in 
spite of themselves. (This trait is found also in connection with 
Paul's speech at Athens.) Does not all this look as if the writer had 
been looking for a fitting situation for a speech of this nature, and 
thought he had found it here ? We must therefore carefully consider 
the circumstances under which Stephen delivered this speech. His 
case is represented as having been tried before the Sanhedrim, and 
the stoning which immediately followed the speech must be looked 
upon as a sentence of death carried out at the command of the 
Sanhedrim, or at least with its connivance. How, it is well known 
that the Sanhedrim could not execute a capital sentence without 
the sanction of the Eoman Governor. But there is nothing said of 
the concurrence of the Boman Governor in this case, and in fact it 
is impossible to assume that his concurrence was sought; the 
carrying out of the sentence followed so immediately on the trial 
before the Sanhedrim that we cannot interpose a step like this 
between the two. It is generally maintained, in view of this 
deviation from the legally established rule, that the stoning of 
Stephen could not have taken place before the year 36, as in that 
year Pilate, under whom it is thought that the Sanhedrim would 
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certainly never have dared to act in such a high-handed way, was 
recalled from the Procuratorship of Judea. It is therefore asserted 
that the most correct date for the condemnation of Stephen is in the 
interval before the successor of Pilate, the new Procurator Marcellus, 
arrived, and when L. Yitellius, the Proconsul of Syria, who visited 
Jerusalem in the year 37, conferred many favours on the heads of 
the Jewish nation. 1 Others, as Neander, Olshausen, and Meyer, 
think that they can settle the difficulty which exists with reference 
to the relation of the Sanhedrim to the Eoman Governor, by the 
remark that the whole of the proceedings against Stephen were of 
a very tumultuous character. “ Perhaps,” says Olshausen, “ the 
Sanhedrim, in order to avoid a collision with the Eoman magis¬ 
trates, passed no formal sentence of condemnation; but connived 
at its execution, which was carried out by some fanatics.” But in 
this case also the whole blame of the trial must be laid on the 
Sanhedrim. And what are we to think of this supreme spiritual 
tribunal, which surely must have had the fear of the Bomans suffi¬ 
ciently before its eyes to make it pay some attention at least to 
legal form, if it allowed such an outburst of fury to take place 
under its own eyes, some of its own members even taking part in 
it (vi. 15, vii. 54, 57) before it came to pass sentence in its 
capacity as a court of justice—for that there was no time for this 
we must assume as certain ? What natural consistency is there 
between the following facts : that Stephen was dragged before the 
Sanhedrim from a street riot, then dragged away again in a riotous 
manner to be stoned to death outside the city—and that these 
enraged enemies of his showed so much gentleness and forbearance 
that they could listen to a speech of such length and of such purport 
between these two outbursts of their fury? That Stephen was 
seized and stoned in a tumultuous insurrection is indisputably the 
fact which we have to regard as the nucleus of the story. Does 
not the fact that the proceedings against Stephen were of a riotous 
nature of itself make it improbable that there was any trial before 
the Sanhedrim at all ? and how much more when we consider the 
1 Jos. Antiq. xviii. 6. 7. 
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additional difficulties mentioned above ? If we dismiss all idea of 
the scene before the Sanhedrim, how natural and simple does the 
whole story become ! What remains is then, that Stephen fell a 
sacrifice to a popular tumult which suddenly arose on account of 
his trenchant public utterances. Although the speech which he is 
said to have delivered may be perfectly characteristic of the man, 
though the religious theory it contains may have been actually his, 
handed down in traditions which the author of the Acts employed 
for his own purposes, still what is there to prevent our thinking that 
it is the composition of the historian himself ? That he does not 
consider himself as overstepping the bounds of his licence as a 
historian by putting such speeches into the mouths of persons who 
appear as actors in his history, is shown by many other similar 
instances in the Acts of the Apostles. If he considered this to be 
part of his historical task, why should not this appear to him to be 
a good opportunity to represent a man who had appeared so pro¬ 
minently in the history of that period, and had drawn so much 
attention to himself by the religious opinions which he defended, 
and by the fate which he underwent, as actually speaking in public ? 
If this was to be done, the speech must be delivered before the 
court to whose jurisdiction the case belonged. The circumstances 
which made such a trial before the Sanhedrim improbable assumed 
far less importance in the eyes of an author who looked at the 
relations and occurrences from a distance, than they do to us when 
we attempt to reproduce the actual events and sequences of the 
history. This is enough to explain to us in part how the author 
came to represent the case as tried before the Sanhedrim. But I 
think there is another point of view from which this circumstance 
may be regarded. It is clear that the dying Stephen is a reflection 
of the dying Saviour. As Jesus died with the prayer that the 
sins of his enemies might be forgiven, so the last words of the 
dying Stephen are Kvpte, purj (rrriarjs avro Zs* ttjv a/xaprcav TavTTjV . 
And as Jesus yielded up his spirit to the Father, so did Stephen to 
the Lord Jesus. 1 To this parallel hovering before the writer’s 
1 It is worthy of remark that both these expressions of Jesus adopted by Stephen 
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eye between the first martyr and the dying Saviour must be 
ascribed the fact that the scene before the Sanhedrim becomes for 
Stephen a scene of transfiguration. As the Saviour was raised to 
the glory of the Father through a similar death, so the radiant, 
divine light streaming around him as he sits on the Throne of the 
Godhead must also shine on the first of the martyrs who followed 
him. Not was it enough that in this hour in which he was glori¬ 
fied by an end like that of Jesus, he should see the “ heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God,” 
ready to receive him. 1 Even before his trial by the Sanhedrim 
began, his judges saw “ his face shine as though it had been the face 
of an angel.” What can be more reasonable than to think that 
this parallel with Jesus, which is so unmistakably indicated here, 
coloured the statement of what occurred previous to the stoning ? 

are only found in the Gospel of Luke, xxiii. 34, 46. The three other Evangelists 
do not give them, as is well known. It is natural that the author of the Acts of 
the Apostles should adhere closely to the Gospel of Luke, but is it as natural that 
Stephen should have confined himself to these expressions of Jesus, which are 
found in Luke’s Gospel ? 

1 Only a modern critic could here ask the question, “ How Stephen could have 
seen the Heavens opened in the room in which doubtless the sitting of the San¬ 
hedrim was held?” Meyer answers the question as follows: “The Heavens 
may have been visible to him through the windows of the session chamber.” 
Meander and Olshausen adopt without hesitation the theory (which Meyer also 
assumes) of an ecstasy, a prophetic spiritual intuition which Stephen had, and 
which took the form of a symbolical vision, so that when he looked up to the 
Heavens they seemed to open before his eyes. How paltry and arbitrary a thing 
does interpretation become when it tries to give an account of things which in 
themselves are very unimportant, and yet assume a fictitious importance when it 
is attempted to frame an idea, by means of them, of how the events occurred ! We 
may dismiss Meyer’s looking out of the window, but the ecstasy is also a mere 
hypothesis, and it is just as reasonable to suppose that what the author repre¬ 
sents Stephen as having seen and said was simply his own view of the situation 
which he described as an actual occurrence. We may take the perfectly 
analogous example, vi. 15, a.T€vi(ravT€s els avrov navres oi Ka0e£op,€voL iv rS 
avveSplo), eibo v to npoacuTTOv avrov cbcrel TTpocrcairov ayyeXov. It is said that 
Stephen was so transfigured that men thought they saw an angel in him. This 
view of Stephen can certainly only have been taken by his friends and adherents ; 
it is perfectly clear that there is here only related the subjective Christian side of 
an objective phenomenon which involuntarily attracted the notice even of his 
opponents. 
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This appears all the more natural when we consider that the charge 
against Stephen was only a repetition of that already made against 
Jesus, that he had said Si wafiat KaraXvaai tov vaov tov 0eov y 
Matt. xxvi. 61, Mark xiv. 58, with the addition tovtov tov x ei P°~ 
7rot7]Tov. That Stephen’s attack on the existing temple worship 
was the cause of the outbreak of fury against him to which he 
fell a victim cannot be doubted. And as false witnesses were 
brought against Jesus with the same charge (Matt. xxvi. 60, etc.), 
false witnesses must not be wanting in this case (although there 
seems little reason why their testimony should have been a false 
one); and as the condemnation of Jesus took place before the 
Sanhedrim, so the same conditions must be fulfilled in this case. 
In short, everything in the whole matter must be exactly similar. 
People, priests, scribes, elders, and the whole Sanhedrim, must be 
set in motion,—Acts vi. 12, vii. 1, and Matt. xxvi. 57-59. * 

Notwithstanding all this it cannot be doubted that the attack 
of Stephen on the Jewish national worship was the cause of the 
outbreak of indignation to which he fell a victim. The author^ 
of the Acts of the Apostles states that the accusation brought 
against Stephen was the work of false witnesses; but the parallel 
charge brought against Jesus cannot be held as completely false. 
What was false in the testimony of the false witnesses may only 
have referred to the form in which they brought forward an accu¬ 
sation, which was substantially true; perhaps in the special mention 
of the Temple, a design to destroy which was, particularly after the 
event had actually come about, the pregnant and concrete expres¬ 
sion of all hostility to the existing national worship, and could 
only be supposed to proceed from an inimical Gentile feeling. 
This charge, the same which had led to the condemnation of 
Jesus, was the outcome of the feeling which even then possessed 
the Jewish enemies of Christianity, and in which they were not 
deceived, that Christianity would make a great change upon their 
own religion. That the essence of true religion did not consist in 
outward ceremonials, connected with a temple service confined to 
one appointed spot,—this was the great idea, through which, even at 
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that time, Judaism saw itself in danger of being superseded by 
Christianity. This inevitable rending asunder of Christianity 
from Judaism, whereby Judaism would cease to be considered an 
absolute religion, and by which its final extinction was threatened, 
had been clearly perceived and even expressed by Stephen ; the 
high and free standpoint to which he felt himself raised by this 
discovery fostered in him the energetic zeal with which he laboured 
in the cause of Jesus—and in proportion to this was the earnestness 
of the opposition which he drew down on himself. 

This spirit of Christianity, asserting itself all at once in its full 
power and true meaning in Stephen, is a startling phenomenon, 
as even the Apostles occupy much lower ground in comparison 
with him. But in this affair there is no mention made of the 
Apostles; it is Stephen alone who wages this fresh and so 
momentous battle against the enemy; and whilst he considers the 
Temple worship, with all its outward forms, as a thing already 
antiquated and in ruins, the Apostles always remain immovably 
true to their old adherence to the Temple. This relation of Stephen 
to his immediate surroundings is of itself enough to give us a high 
opinion of the man; but let us further consider the historical con¬ 
nection to which he belongs. The rise of distinctively Hellenistic 
Churches in Judea and the bordering countries, viii. 1-4, ix. 31, 
xv. 3, is to be traced to that persecution whose cause and victim 
he was ; but more than this—we find that the Hellenists, who were 
scattered far and near, soon became impatient of the restrictions 
their connection with the Mother Church of Jerusalem tended to 
impose on them, and took the important step of preaching the 
Gospel not exclusively to the Jews, but to the Gentiles also. The 
first impulse to this course of action must certainly be looked for 
in the same Hellenistic circle of ideas in which Stephen worked ; 
as soon as men felt, what Stephen had come to see, that they were 
no longer bound to the old cramping forms of Judaism, they also 
saw that the division which separated Jew and Gentile could no 
longer be considered an essential thing. So^neajly do Stephen and 
Paul here approach each other, though when we see them first, at 
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the martyr-death of the former, they appear to be as far as the 
poles asunder. The most violent persecutor of Stephen, and of the 
Hellenists who shared his opinions, soon after entered on the new 
path which Stephen had opened up for Christianity. And there 
can be little doubt that the new ideas of the Christian conscious¬ 
ness which Stephen first propounded were the means of that pro¬ 
found impression which changed a Saul into a Paul, and not only 
so, but from the very moment of his change caused his conversion 
to Christianity and his call to be the Apostle of the Gentiles to 
be inseparably identified with each other in his mind, Gal. i. 15, 
16. Because in Stephen, whom he had persecuted, he had been 
confronted with the idea which to a Jew was most of all intolerable, 
which set aside t he J ewish particularism, and substituted for it a 
universalism, in which Jew and Gentile stood with equal privileges 
side by side, he could now in the revulsion of his consciousness 
adopt without any further mediation the exact opposite of all that 
he had hitherto clung to with all a true Jew’s feelings and in¬ 
stincts. If we took the ideas contained in the speech of Stephen 
as indisputably his own, we might easily establish a still closer 
connection between Paul and Stephen. If we are not quite 
entitled to do this, we cannot but think -that the line of historical 
reflection taken in the speech is a very true suggestion of the mode 
in which a precursor of the Apostle, as Stephen must in any case 
be considered to have been, would first come in sight of the 
principles of Pauline Christianity. The chief logical difficulty for 
the convert from Judaism must have been how the Messiah could 
be rejected by the very people for whose behoof alone he had been 
appointed to that office. This could be explained only by the 
analogy of the fate of the prophets, and by the feeling and character 
of the people, which it had displayed not only now, but at every 
age of its past history. The Jews having by their crowning act of 
disobedience rejected the Messiah, it seemed to follow as a neces¬ 
sary consequence that the Messianic salvation was meant for the 
Gentiles. But it was impossible to stop short here. This result of 
the history of Jewish religion was a complete and glaring refutation 
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and reversal of the lofty ideas the Jews entertained of the distinc¬ 
tion with which God regarded their race; and the cause of the 
failure had to be sought not only in the character of the people, 
but in the nature of the Old Testament religious institutions 
themselves, in the essential nature of the law, and the impossibility, 
subjective, if not also objective, of attaining salvation by the law. 
If, as the whole story warrants us to assume, Stephen’s religious 
consciousness had already broken loose from the Mosaic Law, he 
must have felt the necessity of defining in some way the relation 
the Law and Gospel bore to each other. The historical review of 
the Old Testament history which this speech puts in his mouth 
may very likely have formed part of his theory on this head. And 
we are thus perfectly justified in recognising him as the immediate 
precursor of the Apostle Paul, not only in the more obvious 
external features of his mission and experience, but in respect of 
the inner process by which hi& Christian consciousness was formed. 1 

1 Sehneckenburger, “ Ueber den Zweck der Apg.,” p. 184, says that this speech 
of Stephen’s is in its main drift a preparation for the one with which Luke 
makes Paul conclude the Acts of the Apostles, xxviii. 25. The state of the case, 
he says, could not have been put more emphatically than was done by Stephen, 
that the Jews in general were altogether incapable; from their peculiar national 
disposition, of receiving the Messianic salvation^ The general sentence on 
the Jewish nation to which the speech of Stephen leads up is thus just 
what their treatment of Christianity,, as represented in the Acts, would seem 
to warrant, and there is no doubt that such a sweeping verdict could only 
have been reached at a later time- on a review of the history of the case. 
We may here also see a further proof of the unhistorical character of the speech. 
The historical importance which Stephen must have possessed cannot on the other 
hand be understood except by placing this thought at the root of the collision 
between him and the Jews. Stephen’s-historical importance lies in his being the 
predecessor of Paul. How is it then explained, that in the writings of Paul 
himself there is not the slightest mention of such a predecessor ? The answer can 
only be found in the breach with Judaism, which his conversion was ; in the 
originality of his religious conceptions and the immediateness of the revelation— 
the directness of the manifestation made to him, Galatians i. 16. His conversion 
was of such a nature that he would never be led to inquire into the means by 
which the transition was brought about. 


CHAPTER III 


. THE CONVERSION OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 

On the road to Damascus, whither Saul, breathing out threaten- 
ings and slaughter, was pursuing the Hellenists who had been 
scattered abroad by the tierce persecution raging in Jerusalem, that 
great change occurred by which he was so completely transformed. 
We possess three accounts of this occurrence which made such a 
marked turning-point in the life of the Apostle ; the principal one 
in Acts ix. 1-25, and two others, Acts xxii. 1-12, and xxvi. 9-20. 
We must at once dissent from the view that^the first of these 
accounts is by the historian, while the other two contain the narra¬ 
tive of the Apostle himselfi] We are not justified in ascribing to 
the speeches given in the Acts so authentic an origin as this; they 
have all passed through the hands of the writer of the Acts — a 
writer who, as we have seen by his report of the speech of Stephen, 
knows well how to use his literary licence. But if we grant, as 
Neander does, that the difference in the three accounts may be due 
to a want of accurate reporting of the speeches of Paul, this 
amounts to a virtual surrender of them as authentic speeches of 
Paul, since it cannot be known how far this want of accuracy goes, 
nor of any particular detail-of the speeches whether it is accurately 
or inaccurately given. 

(A comparison of the three accounts shows several discrepancies^) 
The point most worthy of remark is, that in ix. 7 the companions 
of Paul are made to hear the voice that spoke to him, but in xxii. 

9 they do not hear jit) £Ft is generally thought that this difference 
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is to be accounted for simply by supposing that the companions 
really did hear a sound—that of the thunder which accompanied 
the phenomenon, but not the articulate words which were spoken to 
PauL^ But how unsatisfactory this is, when there is nothing said 
of any other (fxavrj except the (fxoprj rov XoXovpto 9 , whilst(ft is 
expressly stated on the one hand that the voice that spoke to Paul 
was heard by his companions as well, and on the other hand that 
it was not^ 

That in the first account, ix. 7, the companions “ saw no man,” 
but in the two others, xxii. 9, xxvi. 16, they saw “ the light ” which 
shone round about them as well as Paul, is of course (as the appear¬ 
ance of the light is mentioned in the first passage as well as in the 
second as an objective matter of fact) no contradiction; nor is the 
additional statement in the last passage that the voice spoke in the 
Hebrew tongue to be regarded as such. It is more striking, how¬ 
ever, that according to the (first account the companions of Paul 
remained standing, but according to the third they fell down with 
Paul, whilst the second has only the vague expression > efifyoftoi 
eyevovro. (it is also remarkable that the instruction given by Christ 
in both the two first accounts to Ananias about the vocation of the 
Apostle, is in the third given by Christ to Paul himself^ and this 
is a difference not to be easily passed over, at least by those who 
think that in these speeches they possess the Apostle’s own authentic 
narrative of the occurrence. We might say with Olshausen, in 
order to set all these differences aside* once for all, that we must 
accept the account as simply as it is given us; that we certainly 
find variations in the narratives as we often do in the Gospels, but 
that they only concern unimportant minor points which affect the 
credibility of the event as a whole so little that they in reality tend 
to establish it; but that the account given by Paul himself ought 
certainly to have the precedence over that of Luke, who relates the 
occurrence very shortly, and may easily have overlooked some 

1 rrjv (jxovrjv ovk rj<ov(rav tov XoXovvtos jiol , is said xxii. 9, and on the contrary 
ix. 7 has clkovovtcs rrjs (fxoprjs. And this (fuovr) is certainly the (jxovr) Xeyovcra 
avT&. 
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small details of an event of which he was not an eye-witness. But 
all this is in the highest degree arbitrary, and even thus an author 
whose authority in general stands so high that we give unquestion¬ 
ing belief to his accounts of miracles, stands convicted of a serious 
degree of inaccuracy and confusion; and if inaccuracy and confu¬ 
sion be in other cases a slur upon an author’s credit, they cannot be 
taken in this instance as any proof of trustworthiness, but rather 
of the reverse. In reality these differences, which would scarcely 
be cited as an example of how different narrations may yet be easily 
harmonised, would be considerable enough to indicate a difference 
in the sources of tradition if it were not that they are found in the 
accounts of the same author, and if this author had not already 
given many proofs of the free manner in which he handles his 
historical materials. 

Instead therefore of taking refuge in the usual manner in a forced 
and arbitrary reconciliation between accounts which simply con¬ 
tradict each other, such as the hearing and the not hearing, the 
standing upright and the falling down, we confine ourselves to 
the question, What led the author to relate the event in these 
different ways ? As for the discrepancy between the expres¬ 
sions arcoveiv and ovk dfcoveiv rrjv cfxovrjv rov XaXovvros, it is 
very probable that in the passage, ix. 7, the author thought it 
desirable to ascribe the d/coveiv rrjs (fxovr)? to the companions of the 
Apostle also, because by so doing he could best show the objectivity 
of the occurrence, the voice which the Apostle describes as having 
addressed itself specially to him having been heard by others also. 
But in both the other passages, especially in the second, in which 
it is expressly said that the companions did not hear the voice, it 
may have occurred to the author that as the Apostle himself is 
speaking, he would perhaps like to represent this voice as one 
addressed to him alone, belonging especially to him, and not heard 
by his companions. In furtherance of the aim which is apparent 
in these two speeches, it is essential that no doubt be felt as to 
the Apostle being the sole and especial object of this wonderful 
appearance. But its objectivity, on which no less stress must 
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be laid, could be sufficiently provided for by the statement that the 
companions of the Apostle suddenly saw a light streaming down 
from heaven in the clear noon-day (this particular is stated here, 
as at xxvi. 13, as an additional piece of evidence). That the dis¬ 
crepancies of which we are treating are to be explained chiefly by 
such a design on the part of the author seems also to be confirmed 
by a peculiar remark made in the third passage, that the voice 
which talked with Paul spoke in the Hebrew tongue. In the first 
speech, which was delivered before the Jewish people (xxii.), and 
which we are expressly told was delivered in Hebrew (xxi. 40), 
this remark was not necessary; but as we must suppose that the 
third speech, which was delivered before the Eoman Procurator 
Pestus and the Jewish King Agrippa, was spoken in Greek, the 
remark might here appear to be called for, to save the audience 
from supposing that Jesus spoke to Paul in the very Greek words 
he repeated to them, the unlikelihood of which might have dis¬ 
credited the whole story to their minds. 

It is also easily seen why in one of these two speeches of the 
Apostle the addition is made to the words addressed to him by 
Jesus, (tkXtjpov aoi 7rpo<; tcevrpa Xafcrl^eiVy xxvi 14, as this proverb 
expresses very happily the idea which the speaker seeks through¬ 
out to suggest, viz., that he was unavoidably constrained to take 
the step which was so distasteful to the Jews, by a power coming 
from without, which he could not resist. The narrative of the 
author himself, however, did not require to have the point brought 
out in this way. The discrepancy between the standing and 
falling of the companions is, like their hearing and not-hearing, a 
contradiction which can only be reconciled from the standpoint of 
the author. The most striking proof of the powerful impres¬ 
sion made by the phenomenon was the throwing down of the 
Apostle and those who accompanied him; but if in the first passage 
the author described the impression made on them by the strong 
word evveoi, this was a sufficient compensation for the falling down; 
that they should remain standing suited the word evveoi better 
than that they should fall down, and they must be represented as 
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standing because they were to attest that they saw no one from 
whom the voice could have proceeded. And as for the difference 
in the words spoken by Jesus in calling the Apostle, it is perfectly 
evident that events which are kept separate in the first passage are 
in the third summarised and drawn together; and this is of no 
importance, as the words addressed to Ananias by Jesus are in 
fact only a continuation of his conversation with Paul; but it is 
just details like these that show us most distinctly the freedom 
with which the author used his materials. 

Now we must remember that in these three passages we are 
merely comparing the different statements of the same author, and 
we cannot long compare them together without seeing that every 
detail of the narrative must not be taken as of the same value; 
those that are essential must be carefully separated from those 
of less importance. For the main event we have the Apostle 
Paul’s own testimony in his Epistles. It was the most decided con¬ 
viction of the Apostle that Jesus, after he had appeared to the 
Apostles and the other believers, so at last had visibly manifested 
himself to him, 1 Cor. xv. 8, ix. 1. But the Apostle does not give 
any explanation as to the way and manner in which this mani¬ 
festation took place. He scarcely mentions or alludes to the event 
in his Epistles, a reserve which the two long and detailed speeches 
in the Acts would scarcely lead us to expect. The analogy which 
he insists on between the former appearances of the risen Jesus 
and the appearance to him would certainly suggest an outward 
objective occurrence: yet the expression he uses on the subject, 
Gal. i. 15, evSoKrjaev 6 0eo? airoKaXv'^rai tov vlov clvtov ev efAot, 
points to the subjective element of the occurrence in such a way 
as to prevent our laying too much stress on the outward appear¬ 
ance. "We are the more justified on this account in trying to find 
out what is to be accepted in the narrative of the Acts of the 
Apostles and what is not. The chief point lies unquestionably 
in the inquiry, whether this appearance of Jesus is to be con¬ 
sidered as an external or an internal occurrence ? The whole repre¬ 
sentation in the Acts of the Apostles seems to suggest a material 
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appearance; but it is decisive against this supposition that the 
companions of the Apostle are asserted to have seen a bright flash 
of light, but no person. The distinct expression, ix. 7, elcrrri/ceLaav , 
firjSeva decopovvres, is here of the more importance, since, as a matter 
of fact, there is nothing in the three narratives in the Acts of the 
Apostles to lead to the idea of a material, visible, objective appear¬ 
ance of the person of Jesus. Hence even ISTeander (p. 119, Bohn, 
p. 87) declares for a spiritual occurrence in the mind of Paul, a 
spiritual manifestation of Christ to his deeper self-consciousness ; 
and by assuming this he is of opinion that we lose nothing of the 
real, divine part of the matter, as the external manifestation is only 
a means, and the material perception can give no greater certainty 
and reality than an occurrence in the region of the higher self- 
consciousness. But Neander (p. 122, Bohn, p. 88) feels obliged to 
return again to the idea of a real, visible appearance, since, according 
to him, the Apostle (1 Cor. xv. 8) places the appearance of Christ 
vouchsafed to himself on an equal footing with all the other appear¬ 
ances of the risen Christ; and this declaration, as he thinks, must 
have all the greater weight, because from 2 Cor. xii. 1 we see that 
the Apostle knew perfectly well how to distinguish between a state 
of ecstasy and a state of ordinary consciousness. As for the latter 
point, it follows, from the very pertinent reasons adduced by 
Neander himself (p. 121), that the appearance of Jesus which is 
here spoken of cannot have been an ecstatic vision, like that 
referred to in 2 Cor. xii. 1; but does it therefore follow that as an 
occurrence in the region, not of the normal, but of the higher self- 
consciousness, it can have had nothing in common with an ecstatic 
vision? This cannot be maintained, and although the Apostle 
places this appearance of Jesus and the other appearances of the 
risen Christ in one line, it does not follow, in the first place, that 
this appearance to him must have been an external one, for an 
internal appearance would perfectly justify the assertions of a 
ecopa/cevcu and o^Orjvat ; and secondly, if the parallel were actually 
to imply an external appearance, the rule which ISTeander himself 
lays down (p. 97, Bohn, p. 70) in reference to Cornelius would apply 
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here; and Paul, being the only witness for the objective reality of 
the appearance, could be accepted in evidence only of what he 
believed he saw. We cannot here get beyond the subjective 
element, as, according to the express declaration of the author, not 
one of the companions of the Apostle saw the form of Jesus,—a 
thing quite inconceivable in the case of an objective material 
appearance. However firmly the Apostle may have believed that 
he saw the form of Jesus actually and, as it were, externally before 
him, his testimony extends merely to what he believed he saw. 
Here we have arrived at a point from which the connection of the 
rest of the narrative may be perceived without difficulty. To 
the question whether the appearance of Jesus was really an out¬ 
ward and visible one, there is allied the further inquiry whether 
the words which Paul believed he heard from the Jesus who 
appeared to him were really audible. Had we only the testimony 
of the first passage on this point, the question would be answered 
immediately in the affirmative; but as the author is directly in 
contradiction- to himself on the subject,, our answer must come not 
from what is said on the point, but from the analogy of the whole. 

/ Now, with regard to the analogy, there can be no doubt that just 
as little as the appearance of Jesus was a real and outward one, so 
little could the words which Paul thought he heard have been out¬ 
wardly audible. As he believed that he saw Jesus without an 
outward visible objective form of, Jesus being there, so he might 
believe that he heard words which were for him only and not for 
others, that is to say, not outwardly and objectively audible. This 
connection between seeing and hearing cam be very well explained 
on psychological grounds. If the Apostle was once convinced that 
Jesus had appeared to him, he must also have supposed that there 
was some decided reason for this appearance; and for what reason 
should Jesus appear to him, except to present himself to him, the 
persecutor, as the object of his persecution ? And if the belief in 
such an appearance of Jesus could not possibly arise in the 
Apostle’s mind until he passed from his former unbelief to a 
conviction of the higher dignity of Jesus, his belief in that 
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appearance must necessarily have brought with it something more, 
namely, the resolve to become a preacher instead of a persecutor 
of the Christian cause. 

So considered, what are the words which the Apostle thought 
that he heard proceeding from the form of Jesus, and which, if the 
apparition itself was only a spiritual fact, he must have heard 
from some spiritual voice,—what are they but the necessary explana¬ 
tion of the fact itself, and of the idea that was bound up with it ? 
It is impossible to sever the union between words and ideas ; the 
idea necessarily expresses and clothes itself in words. And here 
also the connection of one with the other is close and immediate ; 
of the Seen and the Imagined with the Spoken and the Heard. In 
what we have now said we have remained entirely within the 
sphere of the Apostle's consciousness; but must we not step over 
the boundary which divides the inner from the outer, the subjec¬ 
tive from the objective, when we endeavour to explain what the 
companions of the Apostle may at least have seen, even if they 
heard nothing ? If they did not see the person of the being who 
manifested himself, they are at least reported to have seen the 
stream of heavenly light by which they and the Apostle were 
surrounded. The well-known modern hypothesis, so often repeated, 
that this light was a flash of lightning which suddenly struck the 
Apostle and laid him and his companions senseless on the ground, 
is really mere hypothesis; and as it not only has no foundation in 
the text, but is also in manifest contradiction with the meaning of 
the author, we shall make no further mention of it here. All the 
more, however, is the question forced upon us, whether or not this 
bright light is to be taken as an objective reality. The narrative 
clearly means it to be so taken, but it is another question whether 
this be not the point at which mythic tradition laid its hand upon 
the celebrated event of the conversion of the Apostle Paul. It 
must be borne in mind, in order that this appeal to the mythical 
may not appear as a completely arbitrary proceeding, that the 
essence of a myth consists in the outward objective expression of 
what was formerly subjective and contained in the region of 
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thought. In cases where the transition from the subjective to the 
objective, from the inner to the outward, is logically necessary and 
direct, the idea of the mythical can scarcely be brought into play, 
although this is in truth the point at which the natural province of 
the myth begins. In this sense, even the necessary transformation 
already discussed of a direct, inexplicable, sudden impression into 
distinct ideas, and of the ideas into words, belongs to the province 
of the myth; here also there is an inward process which becomes 
an outward one, a transition from the subjective to the objective, 
the idea becomes expressed, it clothes itself in words and outward 
signs, and takes material shape and form. In this case we have 
a natural and necessary process of the human spirit; here the 
mythical appears in its direct, inner connection with the logical. 
The myth proper appears in a different case, where the transition 
from the subjective to the objective, from the inner to the outward, 
has no longer any inner logical necessity, but proceeds from a merely 
subjective need, and appears only as the accidental and more or 
less arbitrary investiture, in palpable and material form, of an 
abstract thought, or of a matter lying beyond the province of the 
senses. It is from this point of view that we must consider what 
appeared to the Apostle's companions. If once the fact was firmly 
established that the ascended, glorified Jesus had appeared to the 
Apostle Paul on the way to Damascus, tradition could not rest 
contented with conceiving the event to have transpired only in¬ 
wardly, in the higher self-consciousness of the Apostle. The inner 
phenomenon must in some way become an outward one, if it was 
to keep its full importance and concrete truth in the traditions of 
the Church. But that the inner vision, present only to the mind of 
the Apostle, did not become an outward perception to those who 
accompanied him, in the visible form of Jesus appearing in his 
heavenly glory, this is to be explained by the fact that tradition, 
though transforming the facts as they originally happened, yet-has 
its fixed boundaries which it does not arbitrarily overstep. The 
truth of the original fact was preserved in the form with which 
tradition invested the story, where it was still held that the 
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appearance of Jesus had not been visible to any one but the 
Apostle himself. But if He had been actually visible, though it 
were only to the Apostle, could tradition do other than assume 
that the heavenly light, without which no divine appearance can 
be imagined, spread over all those who were near the Apostle at 
the time? Jesus could not really have appeared without some 
outward token of his nearness and presence. The strange bright¬ 
ness, surpassing that of the sun at mid-day, that suddenly shone 
round the Apostle and his companions, is accordingly nothing but 
the symbolical and mythical expression of the certainty of the real 
and immediate presence of the glorified and transfigured Jesus. As 
soon as the appearance of Jesus was conceived of in this manner, 
it followed that it must have brought about in all who witnessed it 
the effects which always resulted from heavenly phenomena of this 
kind; its overpowering influence threw them all on the ground, or 
at least riveted them to the earth in rigid astonishment. 

The occurrences in Damascus form the second part of the 
miraculous narrative in the Acts of the Apostles. The adherents 
of the so-called natural mode of explanation have experienced as 
much difficulty about these as about the principal event itself. 1 
Although the latter is said to have been very satisfactorily accounted 
for by the lucky hypothesis of a flash of lightning coming down 
out of the sky, the complicated events in Damascus cannot be ex¬ 
plained in so simple and easy a manner. This is the weakest place 
in the naturalistic series of explanations, and the cold hands of the 
aged Ananias, the vivid delight of Paul at his appearance, the 
sudden stepping forth from the dark chamber to the light, and the 
three days’ fasting, are only weak unskilful means of releasing the 
Apostle from the darkness of the cataract left on his eyes by the 
lightning flash. But how difficult it is even to bring Ananias and 
Paul naturally into such mutual relations as, according to the 
narrative in the Acts of the Apostles, must have existed between 
them. It may on the other hand be justly asked, Who can believe 
that these two visions, so exactly fitting into each other, Paul 

1 Neander gives no further explanation of the occurrences at Damascus. 
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learning through one that Ananias was coming to him to restore 
his sight, and Ananias receiving through the other the command 
to go to Paul and help him, came about merely by some lucky 
chance ? Just as little can these visions be taken as miracles in 
the ordinary sense. With our author, visions are precisely the 
means employed to bring persons widely separated and unknown 
to each other into connection with each other. As in the history 
of the conversion of Cornelius, he and Peter are drawn together 
by two visions, so here Ananias and Paul; only the visions of the 
two latter are more exactly and directly complementary of each 
other. As Paul in his vision saw Ananias coming to him, so 
Ananias in the vision which he had was apprised of the nature of 
Paul’s vision. It was natural to .suppose that it was very difficult 
for Paul, after his arrival at Damascus, to find an introduction to, 
or to win the confidence of, the Christians residing there; and to 
understand how this came about, it was necessary to supply some 
great extraordinary preparation, and such a preparation must ap¬ 
pear all the more necessary, as Paul, in the state of blindness in 
which he had been ever since the appearance of the light from 
Heaven on the way to Damascus, had been quite dependent on the 
help of others. Who would venture near a man who until now 
had been known as the bitterest enemy and persecutor of the 
Christian name ? and how could he himself, a man so blinded and 
prostrate, commit himself to any unknown visitor that might pro¬ 
fess kindly intentions ? Here then Deity must himself step in and 
complete the work already begun. Ananias accordingly receives, 
in a divine vision, the command to go to Paul, and to afford him 
the help he needed, and to Paul himself Ananias is shown in a 
vision as the man destined to assist him. The charge which 
Ananias received lies in so close a connection with the miracle he 
wrought on Paul, that only from the miracle itself do we come to 
a right understanding of the vision which prepared the way for it. 
According to the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles, Paul had 
been blinded by the tremendous brightness of the appearance of 
the Lord. He came to Damascus blind, and remained there for 
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several days in that condition until he was released from it by 
Ananias. But was this blindness an actual one ? And was his 
release from it by Ananias an actual miracle ? This question is 
suggested to us by the narrative itself, in which the close con¬ 
nection between the cure of the blindness and the laying on of 
hands and that which was the aim of the latter operation, namely, 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, deserves the most special attention. 
Ananias indeed received in his vision the command to go to Paul 
and lay his hands on him that he might receive his sight; and as 
soon as he had come to Paul and had laid his hands on him, bid¬ 
ding him receive his sight and be filled with the Holy Ghost, there 
fell from his eyes as it had been scales, and he “ forthwith saw ” 
Is not then the 7 fX7]a6rjvai irveiffiaTo^ dylov, which was wont to 
follow the laying on of hands, in itself a healing of blindness, an 
dva^Xeireiv in a spiritual sense; and does not the expression, ix. 18, 
evBecos ciTTeireaov diro tcdv ocf)da\fjLCDv avrov wael XeirlSes seem to 
indicate that they were no real scales, that there was no real blind¬ 
ness, and no real cure ? If we remember the condition to which 
the Apostle must have been reduced by the appearance of the 
Lord, how can we think of him in any other manner than with a 
downcast, introspective look, in a moody, preoccupied frame of 
mind, in deep earnest meditation on the guilt he had incurred by 
this recent course of action and which now weighed upon him so 
heavily ? This dark night of his spiritual life was not broken till 
Christian baptism was administered to him, and with the sense of 
the forgiveness of sin which it brought, caused light to shine upon 
him so that he again saw clearly. The narrative itself points to 
such a state of mind, brooding on itself, closed to all outward im¬ 
pressions, entirely occupied with itself and struggling from darkness 
into light, by showing us Paul, after some days’ residence in 
Damascus, as not only seeing nothing, but eating and drinking 
nothing, and only after receiving baptism taking food and re¬ 
turning to full vitality, ix. 9, 18. But if we look at the condi¬ 
tion of the Apostle, not only immediately after this event, but 
before it, whilst he was still the strenuous Pharisaic zealot, jealous 
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for the law, and the persecutor of all who turned away from it, how 
great a contrast does this first state present to the second in which 
we now find him ? Is he not in the former case a blind man, who 
has to be cured of his blindness ? Grotius has remarked on the 
words, ix. 8, dvewypLevcov 8e rcov b(j>da\pbcop avrov, ovSeva e/3\€7re, 
“ Ea fuit imago Pauli, qualis antehac fuerat, speciem habens 
liominis eruditi in lege, quum plane animo csecus esset.” And on 
ix. 18, coarei Xei r/Se?, “adumbrantes velut illud, de quo agit Paulus, 
2 Cor. iii. 14.” Thus even Grotius remarked that these expressions 
yield themselves to a figurative interpretation, and are apt and 
significant when understood of the Apostle’s spiritual condition. 
The author himself represents the Apostle as making use of similar 
figurative expressions. In his speech of chap. xxvi. he puts into 
his mouth the following words as having been addressed to him by 
Christ in appointing him his office: he was sent to the Gentiles, 
he is made to say, dvol^ac btyOaKfiovs avrcov, rov emaTpe^at diro 
(jkotovs el? (/)«?, teal tyjs ^ovcrtas rov aarava eiri top ©eop, rov 
Xafieip aurovs dcpe&LV d/uapTicop , kcu /cXrjpop ev rot? r)<yiaapL6POi$, 
7rlo-T€L rr) eU epue, ver. 18. May not the conversion of the Apostle 
itself be described in the same manner as a passage from a state 
of darkness and blindness to a state of light and vision with clear 
and open eyes ? Taking all these points into consideration, does 
it not seem reasonable to consider as tradition what is related 
in the Acts of the Apostles of the blinding of the Apostle, and the 
wonderful cure of his blindness by Ananias ? In none of his 
Epistles does the Apostle himself mention any of these occurrences 
in his life. The tradition doubtless arose from the expressions 
which, when properly interpreted, that is not strictly but figura¬ 
tively, served to indicate the great change in the inner spiritual 
life of the Apostle, and the great contrast afforded by the Apostle’s 
earlier and later attitude of mind and religious views. The ordi¬ 
nary process took place here, by which myth is formed out of 
tradition, viz. : that these figurative expressions came to be inter¬ 
preted strictly and literally. Spiritual blindness thus became bodily 
blindness : the looking up in a spiritual sense became the falling 
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off of scales which had covered the eyes. Then dates had to be 
fixed for the two states and for the change. No better opportunity 
for the blinding could be found than the moment when the Apostle 
had seen the dazzling appearance of light in which the Lord appeared. 
If, in order to represent to the fancy what occurred at the moment 
when the Lord appeared to the Apostle, tradition represented an 
extraordinary heavenly light as spreading all around, this could 
not happen according to the usual conditions of such heavenly 
phenomena, without leaving behind on the person for whom the 
vision was intended the mark of blindness. And if the condition 
in which the Apostle was after that appearance and the change 
which it produced on him, was necessarily a condition of perfect 
unconsciousness towards the outward world, then everything con¬ 
curs to place that blindness which affected the Apostle before he 
had attained to the clear light of the Christian life, in the period 
between the appearance of the Lord to him, and the act of his 
reception into the Christian community. What had been miracu¬ 
lously produced must of course be miraculously removed, and the 
fittest time for the removal was when, after the crisis of the struggle 
into light was fully past, the Apostle became a new man by his 
actual reception into the Christian community. But the greater 
the change in the outward as well as the inward condition of the 
Apostle, the more fitting did it seem that this should have been 
effected by a special divine arrangement, and (as is the case also with 
the conversion of Cornelius) two visions corresponding with each 
other seemed to be the most likely means to have brought about 
the change. A special divine communication, such as could 
only be conveyed through a vision, must in this case appear to 
be all the more necessary, as without it the distinctive outward 
act of imparting the Holy Spirit to the Apostle, by the laying on 
of hands by Ananias, could not have been considered as valid, 
Ananias not being an Apostle. All these details of the fully 
formed tradition fit very closely into each other, nor is their con¬ 
nection with each other during the process of the formation of the 
tradition less satisfactory, when we have secured one point from 
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which to trace it. If we are right in assuming that the blindness 
of the Apostle was no real physical blindness, then the miracle of 
healing is no longer needed; and if Ananias was not sent to Paul 
for this purpose (for it was to this end chiefly that he was desired to go, 
according to Acts ix. 17, 6 Kvptos airearakKe yu,e, ottcqs avaftXe^rji), 
the statement also falls to the ground that Ananias received this 
charge in a divinely sent vision; and the whole matter takes a 
completely different complexion from .that given to it in the Acts 
of the Apostles. It therefore remains doubtful whether Ananias 
really came into such close relations with the Apostle Paul during 
this critical period of his life—whether his name did not get mixed 
up in the account of the conversion in some accidental manner. 
In the speech of the Apostle delivered before the Jewish people, 
Ananias is described as an avrjp evcrefir)? Kara rov vopuov, puaprv- 
povpuevos vito TravTcov tcdv KaroiKovvrcov ’IovSclIgov? xxii. 12. How 
easy it is to imagine that there was a particular interest at work 
in thus representing the Apostle Paul as from the beginning in 
close connection with a man who stood in such good repute with 
the Judaizing party, which was always so suspicious of the Apostle. 

A historical and critical view of the narrative of the con¬ 
version of Paul, as given in the Acts of the Apostles, does not 
allow us to consider it as simply miraculous; .and if we look at it 
from a psychological point of view, the supposition of a miracle 
appears neither necessary, nor indeed admissible. Who can 
venture to say that such a change in the religious and spiritual 
life of the Apostle may not have been developed from his inner 
life in a simply natural manner ? or who will venture to make the 
assertion that even the most sudden transition from one extreme 
to another lies outside the pale of psychological possibility? or 
that if such a phenomenon must be held as contrary to nature, 
that which is contrary to nature could be brought about by a 
miracle ? If there be any sphere in which the notion of miracle 
must be discarded, it is the psychological sphere, and especially 
in cases in which miracle would be nothing but a violent inter¬ 
ruption of the natural development of the man’s inward spiritual 
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life. Hence Neander, although in examining and accounting for 
this occurrence he makes the miracle the ultimately determining 
factor, still in no way allows a magic influence to have been in 
operation on Paul, whereby he was carried away and changed 
against his will. There must, Neander holds, have been some 
point of application in his. inner life, without which the most essen¬ 
tial element of all, the inner revelation of Christ to his highest 
self-consciousness would not have been possible, without which no 
outward impression could have proved the means to introduce that 
revelation to his mind, without which any outward impression, 
however strong, would have been merely transitory. But if once 
the theory of an inward point of connection be allowed, is it any¬ 
thing else but an admission of the principle, by which the whole 
change is to be referred to natural causes ? What remains, there¬ 
fore, is simply a question for historical criticism to investigate: 
whether what in itself is possible did, in accordance with the state¬ 
ments before us, actually occur without the interposition of a miracle 
properly so called ? So clear and simple does this seem that w r e 
can only wonder how even the modern commentators on the Acts 
of the Apostles here embrace the theory of miracle in its most 
exaggerated form. Proceeding on the words, xxvi. 14, aKXrjpov 
aoi irpos fcevTpa XaKTL^eiv, 1 Olshausen brings in, quite mal a propos, 
the Augustinian doctrine of “ gratia irresistibilis,” only with this 
difference, that, by the assertion that in this appearance of our 

1 According to Olshausen, the meaning of these words can he only as follows :— 
“ Thy striving against the overpowering strength of grace helps thee not. Thou 
must yield to it, in spite of all.” This meaning can only he forced from the 
words by an interpreter biassed in favour of the Augustinian dogmas. It is 
certainly most natural to take the words not as referring to the subjective, but 
to the objective, uselessness of striving. Their meaning therefore would be : 
“Thou persecutest me in the belief that I am not the true Messiah, but as thou 
must be now convinced that I am the true Messiah, how can thy undertaking 
be anything but vain, and redounding to thy own destruction ?” This reading is 
illustrated and confirmed by the parallel in the speech of Gamaliel, v. 39, ov BvvacrOe 
Karakvorcu avro, ^jprore Kai deopa^ot evpeOrjrc. “You will not effect anything 
by your reaction; the end will show on the contrary that you will draw on your¬ 
selves the worst consequences, for only the worst is to be expected from a direct 
opposition to God.” 
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Lord the power of grace was irresistible, it is by no means sought 
to deny that there may have been times in the subsequent life of 
Paul when it was possible for him to forfeit by unfaithfulness the 
grace vouchsafed to him. This is the very worst modification of 
this doctrine of irresistible grace, as by it two completely different 
standpoints become confused with each other,—the ordinary theory 
of free-will, and its opposite, that of absolute dependence. The 
consequence, or rather the cause, of this illogical blending of 
heterogeneous theories is a theory of miracle which thoroughly 
destroys the continuity of the spiritual life, the arbitrary assertion 
that there are circumstances in the life of man in which (as Neander 
well puts it) “ the individual is carried away and transformed by 
magic influence against his own will” In this view of the conver¬ 
sion of the Apostle Paul, miracle is of course assigned its full right, 
but this is the only advantage; and what is believed to be gained by 
it on one hand, in favour of the glorification of divine grace, is lost 
on the other by the sacrifice of the moral dignity of the Apostle^^" 
The event of the conversion and calling of the Apostle must 
have been of the greatest importance to the author of the Acts in 
furthering his apologetic aim. Not only, therefore, is it related at 
length in chapter ix., it is also repeated with equal length and 
detail in the two speeches which are put into the mouth of the 
Apostle Paul himself, chapters xxii. and xxvi. We see from the 
epistles of the Apostle how his enemies always reproached him with 
not having been, as the other Apostles, a disciple of Jesus, and for 
not having been called to be an Apostle by Jesus himself during 
his earthly life. Against such a reproach and such an attack on 
the apostolic authority of Paul, it was necessary to insist upon a 
fact by which he was connected with Jesus by a relation not less 
direct than that which bound the rest of the Apostles to him. The 
Apostle himself maintains with the most decided emphasis that 
he also had seen Christ the Lord, 1 Cor. ix. 1, that Jesus had 
manifested himself to him as well as to the other Apostles ; even if 
after the others, still really and truly, 1 Cor. xv. 8. And not 
only once did this happen, but by repeated oirraala^ kcu airoica- 
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\v^€L<; tov Kvplovy he claims for himself direct communion with 
the Lord: 2 Cor. xii. 1. But there still remained the great and 
essential difference between his calling and that of the other 
Apostles, that the reality of the former depended on a momentary 
appearance which he asserted to have taken place—on a vision— 
an opana , which could be known as real only in the sphere of his 
own subjective consciousness, and which therefore lay open to 
the suspicion that it might be the result of self-deception. 
And as together with his calling to the office of an Apostle he 
claimed to have received also a distinct commission to proclaim 
the Gospel to the Gentiles, so the whole question as to the par¬ 
ticipation of the Gentiles in the Messianic Salvation, which was a 
cause of so bitter dispute between the Apostle and the Jewish 
Christians, rests also on the truth and reality of the visionary 
appearance by which the Apostle believed himself to have been 
called. In proportion to the difficulty of this question of the 
apostolic authority would be the anxiety of a writer who has so 
decided an apologetic tendency as the author of the Acts to procure 
for his Apostle as strong a case as possible. The authority of Paul, 
according to the nature of the circumstances under which the Acts 
of the Apostles was composed, could be legitimized in no better 
manner than by the authority of Peter. If it could be shown as 
a precedent that Peter also saw a divinely sent vision in which he 
received an important charge; and if that charge concerned a no less 
weighty matter than the adoption of the Gentiles into the Messianic 
kingdom, so that the conversion of the Gentiles had been already 
begun by him, what objection could be taken to Pauls being 
called to the office of an Apostle among the Gentiles ? According 
to the whole plan and economy of the Acts of the Apostles, it 
cannot surprise us that we really do find in it such a legitimation 
of the Apostle. It is contained in the account of the conversion 
of Cornelius, which the author of the Acts, chapters x. and xi., 
apparently places purposely between the conversion of the Apostle, 
chapter ix., and the actual commencement of his apostolic office 
among the Gentiles, xi. 25. The detailed and circumstantial 
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manner in which this is related indicates how much importance 
the author attaches to it. If everything had taken place as it is 
here related, and as it is commonly believed to have done, there 
would be no need of saying anything about an especial apologetic 
aim of the author. But how is it possible to take such a series of 
miraculous transactions, all so artfully linked together, as a piece of 
actual history ? If we remember that this is not a question of 
miraculous events occurring merely in the external world, but of 
influences from the higher world acting directly on the religious 
thought and the whole mental position of the persons concerned, 
so as to produce resolutions and opinions which could not have 
been reached at least for long in the ordinary way of religious and 
spiritual development, we find we cannot credit the account of 
such direct operations of a higher causality in the sphere of the 
spiritual life. The persons concerned would be passive organs for 
the proclamation of ideas which, according to the divine plan, were 
to be introduced to the world as a purely supernatural revelation. 
We must notice how little the persons here treated of betray any 
clear consciousness, or even any suspicion, of the results which 
these occurrences were meant to bring about. Cornelius indeed 
received instructions to summon Peter to come to him, but he did 
not know what end was to be answered by his coming, x. 33. 
Peter followed the summons sent to him without understanding 
what it meant, x. 21. In deference to the divine command con¬ 
tained in the vision, he suppressed the opinions which he had 
hitherto held regarding the relation of the Jews to the Gentiles 
(28), but he understood so little of the real meaning and aim of 
that command that the light flashed upon him for the first time 
through the surprising discovery of the exact correspondence of the 
two visions with each other. It was not of his own free conviction 
and decision that he determined on his course of action, but 
through the overpowering impression of miraculous events which 
burst upon him suddenly and unforeseen, and by which alone the 
destined result was obtained. Obviously Peter serves here as the 
mere organ of a higher agency, and we see clearly enough how 
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external the relation was in which the religious ideas and convic¬ 
tions here introduced stood to his religious consciousness and the 
stage of religious development which he had reached. 

The entire series of these events is wanting in historical con¬ 
nection ; there is nothing to lead up to it in the previous history : 
it has no result at all commensurate with its greatness and seeming 
importance. The Church at Jerusalem indeed allowed its doubts 
to be hushed by the assurances of Peter; but how little these 
doubts were really removed, the narrative in chapter xv. shows 
us; and Peter himself, when obliged here to speak on the subject, 
mentions those events as a thing long out of date, xv. 7 (dcf) rjpuepcov 
dp^alcDv, etc.), about which nothing had been thought in the 
interval, and which now for the first time required to be re¬ 
membered and considered. With what aim did all this happen, 
if it harmonised so little with the time and with the stage of 
development then attained by Peter ? was it merely to furnish 
him later on with a support for his religious consciousness, at a 
time at which he could not any longer need such a support ? Or 
must we think it all took place for the sake of Cornelius ? How 
passive he himself is, however, in all the events that befall him ! 
and how little does he appear to be the true object of all those 
wonders ! The miracle is thus without any adequate motive; in¬ 
deed, we may say more: that so studied and complicated a series of 
miraculous occurrences has but little in common with the miracu¬ 
lous character of the Gospel history. Such a narrative cannot be 
held, when we consider its essential character, to be even a mythical 
tradition. It is carefully studied throughout; the details are con¬ 
nected with each other as a whole in a way which only careful and 
apt manipulation and combination could .secure; one vision corre¬ 
sponds to the other, and the effect to be produced by each happens at 
a certain moment and in a certain manner, so as to fit in with the 
complete and rounded whole. For this reason also the remark with 
which FTeander prefaces his discussion of the passage, “that we are 
not justified in assuming that Cornelius was able to separate clearly 
the objective and actual from the subjective in his apprehension 
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of that which appeared before him as an object of experience and 
cognition/' is completely purposeless and useless; for we cannot 
conceive how anything in this series of details could be different 
from what it is called, or could be imagined to proceed from hallu¬ 
cination. If one of these details is put out of its place, or changed, 
the whole becomes disarranged and confused, and loses coherence 
and connection. Such combination and coherence as are here 
presented are foreign to a myth. Such a narrative cannot be 
looked upon as the casual product of mythical tradition, but as a 
free composition, originating in a certain design. From this point 
of view, the two visions which are so essential in the matter must 
be held to be the symbolical form selected by the writer to set 
forth his idea, as in the literature of the earliest Christian times 
visions frequently occur as mere symbolical and poetical media for 
the idea the writer wishes to convey. The chief idea which is to 
be enforced here is so prominent that we can scarcely avoid seeing 
that the persons and events which are placed before us are only 
meant to illustrate the idea of the whole, and bring it into visible 
form. As soon, therefore, as the action used for this purpose is 
sufficiently developed, the idea is at once released from the material 
husk which enveloped it; and now the full consciousness has 
dawned upon Peter of what the author makes him utter as the 
ruling idea of the whole, x. 34, that “ there is no respect of persons 
with God; but in every nation he that feareth him and worketh 
righteousness is accepted with him." These words, as the recent 
commentators rightly remark, can only be taken, when we consider 
the connection in which they stand, as asserting, in opposition to 
the Jewish exclusiveness, that God receives into the Messianic 
kingdom those who believe in Jesus, not with any regard to 
whether or not they are descended from a special theocratic nation, 
but looking only to the moral worth and capacity of each separate 
individual. The speech of Peter immediately following seeks to 
remove any idea of exclusiveness from the labours of Jesus. The 
idea that is here insisted on could not, however, have been set forth 
more expressively and vividly than by the representation of the 
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Holy Ghost coming before the water, x. 44. How evidently was 
it thus shown that the Gentiles were not to be excluded from the 
reception of the Holy Spirit as the principle of Christian conscious¬ 
ness, how clearly is the conclusion drawn that the outward, the 
formula of admission, is not to be refused, when the inward, the 
desire of and fitness for the Holy Spirit, is present, this being the 
main point and all else merely accessory. Peter accordingly 
insists again and again on this idea as the outcome of the whole 
proceeding (x. 47, xi. 16, 17), that as the Gentiles had received the 
gift of the Holy Spirit in the same way as they, the born Jews, its 
reception and operation being attested by the same outward mani¬ 
festations as those at the feast of Pentecost, namely, the \a\etv 
<y\a)(TGai$ and the fieyaXvvecv rov Qeov (x. 46), there could be no dis¬ 
tinction between Jew and Gentile with regard to the Messianic king¬ 
dom. Prom this it followed as a thing of course that with respect 
to the adoption of the Gentiles into the community of the followers 
of Jesus as the Messiah, nothing could be demanded which would 
involve, as circumcision would have done, that in order to become 
Christians they must first become Jews. As the whole matter is 
embodied in visions, and visions tend to the figurative and sym¬ 
bolical, this thought also had to be presented in a symbolical form. 
The distinction between clean and unclean in the relation between 
Jews and Gentiles, is founded specially on the Mosaic laws of 
food, by which the Jews were forbidden to taste the flesh of certain 
animals which were held to be unclean. The Gentiles, to whom 
those kinds of food were not forbidden, became for that very reason 
unclean to the J ews, who had to be on their guard against defile¬ 
ment in their intercourse with the Gentiles when this involved 
eating and drinking together. The idea that the difference hither¬ 
to subsisting between Jews and Gentiles as the clean and the 
unclean was no longer to be upheld, is very strikingly exhibited 
by the figure of a vessel in which clean and unclean animals 
were contained promiscuously, and commanded to be used as food 
without any distinction. The sharp hunger which Peter had 
experienced just before the vision, is thus connected very closely 
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with the aim and purpose of the vision, and is meant to signify how 
the prohibition against eating certain beasts which were destined 
for the food of man, and serve his wants as well as the rest, must 
have appeared to him as an unnatural restriction. The removal of 
the distinction between clean and unclean was expressed also by 
the symbolical vessel which in the first place presented no distinction 
between clean and unclean beasts, and in the second place was let 
down with all its contents from heaven. As the difference between 
clean and unclean with regard to the animal world rested on a 
certain dualistic view of the world, on the idea of a clean and un¬ 
clean creation, so also with regard to the relations of Jew and Gentile, 
the wall of partition which, according to old custom and the prevail¬ 
ing view, existed between them could be removed in no better way 
than by the introduction of the thought that God was the God of the 
Gentiles as well as of the Jews. As from the divine standpoint there 
can be no unclean creation, and no man is to be considered “ common 
or unclean ” (x. 28, compare 15), so Jesus, as the Messiah, is the 
common Lord of all in the peace of his Gospel, 7 rdvTcov fcvpco ? 
(36), ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead (x. 42). 
The idea which all the details serve to enforce is a clear and 
definite one enough; and after what has‘ been said it is unnecessary 
to dwell upon the circumstance that it is Peter in whose mind the 
idea first arises and is acknowledged to be true. There is another 
point closely connected with this, however, which we have still to 
notice, namely, the author’s evident desire to show that the idea 
thus brought forward by Peter obtained the assent of the Church 
of Jerusalem. He expressly mentions the opposition which Peter’s 
act of imparting the Gospel to the uneircumcised and unclean, met 
with from the Church at Jerusalem, and makes Peter relate circum¬ 
stantially the whole course of the affair in his own vindication. 
The author would not have allowed himself this repetition if he 
had not attached great weight at this point of his narrative to the 
impression which the affair made on the Church at Jerusalem. 
Accordingly after hearing this vindication, the Church at Jerusalem 
expressed itself content with what was done, and glorified God in 
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that he had extended his salvation to the Gentiles (xi. 1-18). 
The behaviour that the members of the Church exhibited in the 
sequel shows plainly enough that they cannot have taken up this 
attitude then. We cannot understand, in the first place, how Peter 
succeeded so easily in his vindication of a step calculated to give 
such grave offence. He is said to have done so by appealing to the 
fact that before he had ended his speech, eireireae to rrvevfxa to 
a<ycov err avrovs, (bairep kcu, ecf) rjfias ev dpxv> 1 ^* This refers 
to the feast of Pentecost and the miraculous fXwaaaLs Xdkelv 
which then took place. So undeniable and public a miracle was 
of course better calculated than anything else could have been to 
silence the doubts of the Church. But if the miracle of the \a\etv 
ryXcDo-acus be taken in the case of Cornelius and those baptised 
with him, as well as in the previous case, to have consisted (as 
Meander states, page 105) in their feeling themselves impelled to 
give vent to their feelings in impassioned praises of God, who in so 
miraculous a manner had led them to salvation, would even this 
appear to the Church at Jerusalem to be a sufficient vindication? 
Shall we, in order to make this vindication appear more substantial 
and more satisfactory, retract what we have seen to be a well- 
founded result of criticism with regard to the \a\eiv yXcoaacus ? 
Certainly not; it simply follows that this vindication before the 
Church at Jerusalem, and a fortiori the circumstances which 
occasioned it, cannot be held to have occurred as the letter of 
the narrative would have us believe. 

However little such a narrative can lay claim to historical 
credibility, it suits very well the apologetic tendency with which 
the Acts of the Apostles is written. However we may decide on 
the traditional element which lies at the root of the history of the 
conversion of Cornelius, its adoption into the narrative, and the 
place assigned to it there, can only be accounted for by the apolo¬ 
getic interest of the author of the Acts of the Apostles. Paul 
must be represented as entering on his apostolic work among the 
Gentiles under the shield of the Apostle Peter, who himself con¬ 
verted the first Gentile; and the heavenly appearance on which 
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alone Paul grounds the proof of his apostolic calling is legitimised 
in the most authentic manner by a similar vision sent to the 
Apostle Peter. We can well imagine how important this must 
have been to the writer in the pursuit of his apologetic aims, if we 
consider to what attacks the Apostle Paul was exposed, both at the 
commencement of his career and long afterwards from the Jewish- 
Christian party, on account of the peculiar nature of his call. In 
the pseudo-Clementine Homilies the principle is enunciated, with 
evident reference to the Apostle Paul, that those revelations only 
should be considered true and trustworthy which are attested by 
outward communication and instruction, and not merely by appear¬ 
ances and visions. This is one of the chief subjects of controversy 
between the persons who are represented as conversing in these 
Homilies; and the arguments adduced on each side are of great 
use in making us see clearly the importance this matter must 
have had to the Apostle and his party. “ Thou hast boasted,” 
objected Simon Magus to the Apostle Peter (Homily xvii. 13), 
“ that thou hast entirely understood thy Teacher (the true prophet 
Christ) because thou hast personally seen him present, and hast 
listened to him, and that it would be impossible for any other man 
to have the like certainty by means of any appearance or vision 
(opafiari r] birraaia). How, that this is untrue, I will show thee. 
He who clearly hears what another says is not fully convinced by 
what is said. Por he must think in his mind, ‘Does he not lie, 
being to all appearance a mere man ? ’ But a vision, when it is 
seen, affords to him who sees it the conviction that it is divine.” 
To this Peter replies, “ Thou maintainest that more can be learnt 
through a vision than through a real operating presence ( rj 7 rapa t 77 ? 
ei’epiyelai). On this account thou thinkest that thou art better in¬ 
formed about Jesus than I am. But the prophet deserves all belief, 
as we know him well beforehand that he is true, and he gives, as the 
learner wishes, an answer to questions asked him. But he who 
believes a vision, an appearance, or a dream, has no security, and 
knows not whom he believes ; for he may be deceived by an evil 
demon, or a deceitful spirit, into believing what is not the case, and 
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if he asks who it is that appears, 1 it can answer what it will. It 
stays as long as it pleases, and vanishes like a sudden flash of 
light, without giving the desired information to the inquirer. In 
a dream no one can ask what he desires to know, since the mind 
of the sleeper is not in his own power. For this very reason we 
ask many things we want to know in our dreams, or without ask¬ 
ing learn what is of no interest to us, and when we awake we are 
discontented because we have neither heard nor made due inquiry 
about what we wanted to know.” The Magus rejoins that even if 
belief is not to be conceded to all visions, still those visions and 
dreams which are sent by God cannot be false; that only the 
righteous can see a true vision, not the wicked; Peter answers 
that he cannot agree to this; pursuing his argument he says, 
“ I know that many idolaters, carnal-minded men given over to all 
sorts of sins, see visions and true dreams, and some also have seen 
demoniacal appearances. I maintain that mortal eye cannot see the 
incorporeal form of the Father or of the Son, because they shine in 
purest light. It is therefore not out of jealousy that God does not 
allow himself to be seen by men who are fettered by their fleshly 
nature. For who can see the incorporeal form even of an angel, 
much more of the Son ? But if any one sees a vision {birr aa la), 
he must remember that it may proceed from an evil demon: and 
that ungodly persons see visions and true dreams is certain, and I 
can prove this from the Scriptures.” Then are adduced the instances 
of Abimelech, Genesis xx.; of Pharaoh, xli.; of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Daniel iii 5. “ All these were ungodly persons, and yet saw sights, 
and visions, and true dreams. It results from this that a man who 
sees visions, dreams, and appearances, need not be concluded to be 
necessarily a pious man. For the truth springs out of the pure 
mind indwelling in the pious man; it is not sought in dreams, but 
is bestowed on good men with consciousness and judgment. Thus 
the Son was revealed to me by the Father; I therefore know what 
is the meaning of the revelation (r/s Swajuus aTroKaXytyew, i.e. 
what the essence of it is) from my own experience. For as soon 
1 As Paul asks, Acts ix. 5, tis el, K vpie ; 
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as the Lord questioned me (Matthew xvi. 14), something rose in 
my heart, and I myself knew not what had happened to me, for I 
said, ‘Thou art the Son of the living God/ He who on this 
occasion called me blessed, first told me that it was the Lather who 
had revealed this to me. From that time I knew what revelation 
is : to become aware of a thing without outward instruction, with¬ 
out visions and dreams; and that is the case, for in the truth which 
God implanteth in us is contained the seed of all truth. This is 
either concealed from or revealed to us by the hand of God, for 
God acts to every man according as he sees his deserts to be. To 
receive communications from without by dreams and visions is not 
according to the nature of revelation, but is a token of divine wrath 
—for it is written in the Law that God being wroth with Moses 
and Aaron, said (Numbers xii. 6), ‘If there be a prophet among 
you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and 
will speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, for 
with him will I speak visibly (directly, ev elhet), as a man speaketh 
to a friend/ Thou seest how visions and dreams are tokens of wrath. 
But what is imparted to a friend goes from mouth to mouth direct, 
and not through figures and dreams and sights, which he uses in 
communicating with an enemy : so although our Jesus may also 
have appeared to thee, manifested himself to thee, and spoken to 
thee, he did so in wrath, as to an adversary, and for that reason he 
employed apparitions, and dreams, and other outward revelations. 
But can a man be instructed and ordained for the office of Teacher by 
means of a vision ? If thou sayest this is quite possible, then I say, 
"Why did the Teacher go about familiarly for a whole year with men 
not dreaming, but awake; and how can these believe that he revealed 
himself to thee ? How can he have appeared to thee, who art not 
even in agreement with his doctrine ? If thou really didst become 
an Apostle by his appearing to thee and instructing thee, if only for 
one hour, then repeat his sayings, declare what he said and did, love 
his Apostles, and dispute not with me who was with him; for thou 
hast striven against me as an adversary,—against me, the strong rock, 
the corner pillar of the Church. If thou hadst not been an adversary, 
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thou wouldest- not have so vilified and abused me and my preaching 
that men would not believe what I myself heard from the Lord 
when I was with him, as though I were worthy of condemnation, 
w r hen I was really worthy of praise. Yea, verily, when thou callest 
me worthy of condemnation, Gal. ii. 11, thou accusest God w r ho 
revealed Christ to me, thou attackest him who called me blessed 
for this revelation. If thou wishest in deed and truth to become 
a fellow-worker in the cause of truth, then learn from us as we 
have learnt from him, and if thou hast become a disciple of the 
truth, be a fellow-worker with us.” 

Such was the opinion prevailing on the Jewish-Christian side at 
the time the pseudo-Clementine Homilies were composed, with 
regard to the apostolic calling of Paul; and that we are not here 
exhibiting a mere extreme heretical opinion of a later date is 
testified by the Epistles of the Apostle himself, in which we find 
the same view. This opinion must indeed have been the general 
one of the hostile Jewish-Christian party. It may be that at the 
time of the author of these Homilies a section of the Jewish-Chris- 
tians had already come to hold a less extreme view on the subject, 
and that Paul was allowed to be an Apostle, though still in a 
subordinate position to Peter, in which he had no advantage over 
Peter, and had to share with him the glory of being the Apostle to 
the Gentiles. But is not this the result of the efforts by which 
the Pauline party generally, and the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles especially, had striven to procure for Paul the acknow¬ 
ledgment of his apostolic dignity, if only to this limited extent ? 
This could not have been brought about without concessions and 
accommodations of various kinds on the side of the Pauline party. 
The primacy of Peter, first of all, together with the principle on 
which it was based, must have been conceded to the Petrine party. 
The author of the Acts of the Apostles must have made up his 
mind to accept and embody in his narrative the criterion of the 
apostolic calling, which the Homilies present as the only one. On 
the election of the Apostle Matthias in the place of the traitor, 
Peter enunciates the principle,! 21 , 22 , Sec ovv tcov GvveXddvrwv rjfuv 
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dvbpcov ev rravrl XP° V( P ® elarjXde real e^rfkOev e(\> rjpcv ? 6 Kvpios 
’Itjo-ovs, dp%dp,evo<; diro tov f3a7nl(TpiaTO<i ’Icoavvov e &)9 Trjs rjpuepa^ 
f)$ ave\7](f)dr} d<fi rjpbcov , puaprvpa rr )<? dvaardaeco 9 avrov ryeveadcu 
ervv r)plv eva tovtcov. In the same sense, Peter says in his speech 
with regard to the conversion of Cornelius, x. 41, that they, the 


Apostles, are the pbdpTvpes irpoice')(£i'poTOvr)pLevoi vtto tov Seoit, o'ertve 9 
avve(pdyofX€v /cai o-vveTrlopiev avT(p (the following words, puera to 
dvacTTrjvcu avrov he vetcpcov, are, as De Wette also says, obviously 
not to be taken with the words directly preceding, but with epL^avrj 
<yeve<j6ai , 40). It cannot be denied that a certain design which 
betrays a special reason is evident in the express enunciation and 
enforcement of the principle that the witnesses of the risen Jesus 
could be none but those who through communion with him during 
his lifetime, through the constant coming and going along with the 
disciples, and eating and drinking with him, were specially destined 
by him for this purpose. This, indeed, seems to be recognised by 
the author of the Acts of the Apostles himself as a criterion of the 
apostolic calling, which might have been made use of against his 
Apostle. But the more he yields in a point like this to the 
Jewish-Christian party, the more does he expect from that side a 
willingness to make its Apostle do justice to his; and, provided 
only that the exclusive primacy were assured to the Apostle Peter, 
he seems to ask from the Jewish-Christians the concession that 
there might exist another mode of being called to the apostolic 
mission, namely, through apparitions and visions, especially as the 
Apostle Peter himself had, by special divine appointment, and in 
furtherance of the important aim of the conversion of the Gentiles, 
been the recipient of similar visitations. 




CHAPTER IV. 


THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY OF THE APOSTLE.—ACTS XIII. XIV. 

Between the conversion of the Apostle and his actual entrance 
into the sphere of his apostolic work, there intervenes a period 
which we cannot discuss till we reach a later stage of this work, 
as the account of it in the Acts of the Apostles varies considerably 
from the Apostle’s own statement. Generally speaking, however, 
we have to think of this as the period of his life in which he 
developed the powerful impression which he had received from his 
sudden conversion, into that unity of religious conviction which 
became afterwards the firm foundation of his apostolic labours. 
As there is nothing known of his outward actions during this 
interval, which he himself says (Gal. i. 18) lasted several years, it 
is all the more likely that the time was spent in self-contemplation, 
his introverted spirit growing familiar with his newly-won Christian 
consciousness. When we consider his whole individuality, as 
well as the manner of his conversion, which was so sudden and 
thorough a transformation of his inward man, we cannot but think 
that he did not pass through many various intermediate stages, but 
as soon as he was once settled and fixed in his own mind, became at 
once what we see him to have been afterwards. So soon, as he him¬ 
self says (Gal. i. 16), as God had been pleased to reveal his Son in 
him, that he might preach his Gospel among the heathen, a new 
world rose upon his consciousness, and his own characteristic in¬ 
dependence preserved him from such dependence on others as would 
have prevented his own individuality from having full scope. This 
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much is certain, that though he grounded his whole apostolic work 
and influence entirely on the directness of his apostolic call, and as 
all that he was he wished to he only through Christ, who had been 
thus revealed to him, yet he did not neglect to institute inquiries 
into the history of the life of Christ. He who could speak so 
definitely and in such detail about matters of fact in the Gospel 
history as the Apostle does, 1 Cor. xi. 23, etc., xv. 8, could not have 
been unacquainted with the rest of its chief incidents. 

The Apostle of the Gentiles first entered on his wide and suc¬ 
cessful career in Antioch, where before his coming a new metro¬ 
polis of the Christian world had begun to arise, in consequence of 
the events already mentioned, which had so great importance in 
the history of the development of Christianity. 1 From thence, 
with Barnabas, his greatest friend, he undertook his first missionary 
journey, which was directed to Cyprus, and then to the countries 
of Asia Minor, Pamphylia, Pisidia, Lycaonia, and their cities, 
Perga, Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. The discourses of the 
two Apostles are said to have been accompanied by miracles, and 

1 As an indication of the important position which Antioch had assumed in the 
affairs of Christianity, we may take the remark in xi. 26, that the disciples were 
called Christians first in Antioch. This name must have been commonly current 
in the general public at the time when the Acts was written; this is the proper 
meaning of xp r )l iaT ' L & LV - The name XpioTiavol occurs only in two other passages 
in the New Testament, Acts xxvi. 28, 1 Peter iv. 16, and in both of these 
passages it appears as a term used by the opponents of Christianity, as it was 
also used afterwards by the writers of the second century; but the opponents 
who gave the name must have been Gentiles, as Jews would not have so used the 
the sacred name of Xpurros . The Gentile origin of the name causes the author 
to connect it with the city of Antioch, which was the first Gentile site of Chris¬ 
tianity. But whether it originated in Antioch is very doubtful, on account of 
its Latin form. The name Christiani is first mentioned by Roman writers, and 
as one in use among the people ; it is used by Tacitus and Suetonius on the 
occasion of the incendiarism of Nero and the cruelties then practised against the 
Christians. “Nero,” says Tacitus, Ann. xv. 44, “subdidit reos, et quaesitissimis 
pcenis affecit, quos per flagitia invisos vulgus Christianos appellabat. Auctor 
nominis ejus Christus.” Compare Suetonius, Nero, xvi. Already, in Nero’s time, 
the people had called the hated sect, “ Christians.” The author may have 
assigned the origin of this name to Antioch, because he thought that as a Gentile 
name it must have originated in the first Gentile city in which Christians 
existed. 
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to have secured a ready acceptance of the Gospel among the 
Gentiles, but for that very reason to have called down on them the 
bitter hostility of the Jews. In the whole account the apologetic 
tendency and the literary freedom of the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles are shown in a manner which throws great suspicion on 
its historical statements. 

The miracles which the Apostle is reported to have performed in 
this first missionary journey in the company of Barnabas bear most 
undoubted tokens- of the apologetic parallel with Peter. One of 
Peters most celebrated apostolic actions-was his victory over Simon 
Magus. According to the Acts of the Apostles, Peter met the 
sorcerer in Samaria^ when, the Apostle himself for the first time 
visited the region? beyond Judea in his-apostolic calling. Parallel 
with this is the> meeting! of the Apostle P&ul with Elymas the 
sorcerer, in Cyprus, on his first missionary journey. With Paul, 
as with Peter, the first' important aot oh his apostolic life in foreign 
lands is the conviction, and punishment of the sorcerer. In both 
cases the apostolic insight shows itself in the instantaneous unveil¬ 
ing of the deep moral perversity which lay at the root of sorcery 
as it came into contact with Christianity. Although the sorcerer 
Elymas took up - a different relation, to Christianity from that 
occupied by Simon Magus, the main idea of the speech against 
the former is the same as in the speech of Peter, chap. viii. The 
speech, xiii. 10, etc., evidently refers- to viii. 21, etc. The main idea 
in viii. 21,97 V&P Kap^laaov ovk eartv evOeia evcomov rov Qeov , 
is carried further in xiii; 8, etc., where the sorcerer is described as 
tyjTcov hiaaTpe-^rai avro rrj 9 7r/crTeo)?, 77X97/7779 'iravTos So\ov kcu Traar}^ 
paScovpylas, Siacrrpe(f)cov 7*619 0S0L/9 Kvplov 7**29 evOelas. This is an 
example of how imitation generally supplies a want of originality 
by exaggeration. It seems by this that the sorcerer Elymas did 
not, like Simon Magus, endeavour to introduce himself into the 
Christian community by impure means, but set himself in direct 
opposition to Christianity, for which reason the speech against him 
contains still stronger expressions than that against Simon 
(especially in xiii. 10, vie SiafioXov). But the exaggerated copy is 
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most evidently apparent in the fact, that whilst there is no punish¬ 
ment pronounced against Simon, and he is even commanded to pray 
to God for forgiveness of his sins, a miracle of punishment takes 
place in the case of Elymas. This punishment itself is nothing 
else than a figurative representation of the main idea by which the 
sorcerer, or rather sorcery itself, is characterised. As sorcery in 
contrast to the true religion is untrue, perverted, erroneous, and 
therefore gropes about in dim light, crouches in darkness, blind, 
seeing nothing, so this is symbolised in the punishment inflicted 
on the sorcerer, Trapa^prjpia 8e eireireaev eir avrov /cal 

g/cotos, /cal Trepidycov ^€Lpaycoyov<;yXni. 11 . How clearly the 

hand of the imitator has been at work here! for all these traits are 
only the carrying out of the ov/c evdela /capita, viii. 21. 

This first important apostolic act of Paul is also remarkable, 
because from this time the Acts of the Apostles gives him his own 
distinctive apostolic name, Paul, instead of Saul, the name used up 
to this point. Henceforth he is named not after, but before 
Barnabas. It cannot be doubted that this change of name here 
has some reference to the Eoman Proconsul, Sergius Paulus, 
converted by the Apostle Paul, and that the explanation of Jerome, 
“Apostolus aprimo ecclesise spolio, Proconsule Sergio Paulo, victorise 
suse trophsea retulit erexitque vexillum ut Paulus ex Saulo vocare- 
tur,” is the true one—only the erection of these trophies is not 
to be ascribed to the Apostle himself, but merely to tradition which 
connected the change of name already adopted by the Apostle with 
an important act of his apostolic life. How could the arrival of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles at his full glory be better shown than 
by the conversion of a Eoman Proconsul? The Eoman form of 
the name hints also at the conversion of a Eoman. The conversion 
of a Eoman Proconsul was thus the great work by which the 
Apostle clearly proved his right to the name which he bore as the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. The Gentile name Paul is the proper 
name by which to denote the Apostle to the Gentiles. Looking in 
this way on the account of how the name was given, we have a 
parallel to the distinctively apostoEc act of the Apostle Peter, 
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Matt. xvi. 16. As Peter then, through his declaration, steadfast as 
a rock, that Jesus was the Christ and the Son of God, bore witness 
to the true meaning of his name, and was no longer to be called 
Simon, but Peter, so Paul adopted, as a memorial, the name of the 
Roman Paul, whom he had converted, thus giving public evidence 
that, as an Apostle to the Gentiles, he had a right to bear that name. 

Yet even the conversion of so distinguished a Roman was not a 
sufficient display of energy to signalise this period in the life of 
the Apostle; it had to be shown to be yet more important and rich 
in results by the victory it then won over formidable opposition, the 
struggle of the true divine faith with the false, magical, and 
demoniacal faith. For this reason, the point at which the name of 
Paul receives its new importance is the point when his address 
overwhelms the sorcerer, xiii. 9 : HavXos Se, 6 tcai ITauXo?, TrXrjaOeh 
Trvev/jLaTos dylov, kcll drevlaa^ eh avrov ehrev, etc. So two different 
events in the life of Peter are joined in one, for it was necessary 
that Paul's first appearance as Apostle to the Gentiles should take 
place in some striking and distinctly apostolic act. 

Such narratives as those of the two Sorcerers in Acts viii. and 
xiii. are no doubt commonly considered worthy of historical belief, 
because sorcerers and enchanters were frequently to be met with 
at that time, and received ready acceptance from men of the first 
standing. Of course this cannot be denied, and we see an example 
of the kind in Josephus (Antiq. xx. 7), where he mentions the 
sorcerer, Simon of Cyprus, as a man much thought of by Felix, the 
Roman Procurator of Judea; yet the more common certain pheno¬ 
mena of the age are, the more natural is it that tradition and poetry 
should borrow their materials from them. It is for this reason 
that if we wish to prove the truth of the narrative in the Acts of 
the Apostles, we must not appeal to Alexander of Abonoteichos, 
described by Lucian, whose prophecies were eagerly sought after 
by the most important men in Rome, and whose most zealous 
adherent was the Roman statesman Rutilianus. 1 It is clear that 
in this impostor Lucian does not intend to sketch any historical 
1 Neander, Gesch. der Pfl. p. 148, Bohn 107. 
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personage, but only a common type of character at the time. Nor 
does the fact that the Acts of the Apostles gives to the sorcerer the 
name of Bar-Jesus, and says of him that he was a Jewish false 
prophet, make anything for the truth of the narrative; his being 
a Jew would make him all the more fit to be brought forward in 
this manner as an adversary of the Apostle Paul But the conver¬ 
sion of the Boman Proconsul has a very slight degree of pro¬ 
bability. The Acts of the Apostles does not give us any further 
particulars on the subject, it does not mention baptism, but merely 
says that he “ believed/’ and this was in consequence of the 
miracle wrought on the sorcerer, the questionableness of which we 
have already seen. And what are we to think of the conversion of 
a man in such a rank of life, where there was no weighty reason 
for the change, and no warrant that the impression produced would 
be more than merely transitory? If such minor circumstances 
cannot in any case be regarded as confirming the truth of the 
narrative, we come back to the general point of view from which 
such stories have to be considered, with reference to the nature of 
the historical record as a whole, of which they form the ingredients. 

The Apostle Paul is said to have wrought a second miracle 
during the same missionary journey at Lystra in Lycaonia, on a 
man lame from his birth, xiv. 8, etc. This miracle also presents 
a duplicate to one wrought by Peter, and described iii. 1, 4. Here, 
as there, it is a ^a>\o? e/c fcoiklas /jLrjrpos avrov, iii. 2, xiv. 8. The 
position which the worker of the miracle takes up towards the 
lame man, is indicated in both places by the word arevL^eiv 
{arevlaas avrrp—ehre [IIav\o$] xiv. 9, arevLaas Se Herpo? eh 
avrov — ehre, iii. 4), and the miracle following is in both cases 
described by the same words, rfKkero /cal TrepieirdreL, xiv. 10, 
e%aXkop,evos earr) /cal rrepierrdrei, iii. 8. The first narrative, where 
the lame man is described as a beggar, presents several additional 
features; and the second draws attention to the irlans rov acodrjvai 
of the lame man. As the two miracles are exactly the same cure, 
we might think the similarity of the two narratives to be very 
natural, if there were not visible in both cases a special design to 
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have the miracle just such as would awaken great attention, and 
point out the Apostle unmistakably as a miracle-worker. This 
end could be best obtained by a cure wrought on a lame man 
who had never been seen to walk, but who now sprang at once to 
his feet, and walking and leaping among all the people, was a living 
proof of the miracle that had been wrought on him. This trait 
is much dwelt on at iii. 8, and in the same way at xiv. 10, the 
healed man mixes with the crowd, and to the same effect 
(’rjKKero kcu Trepieirdrei, ol Se o^Xoi lSoWe<?, etc.) 1 The leading 

1 Neander simply translates and refers here, as usual ; he feels himself called 
on, however, to add a note: “No one will feel constrained to believe this (that 
the lame man rose and walked at the mere word of the Apostle), but those who 
recognise the new divine power which entered into humanity through Christ. 
But whoever is not entangled in mechanical views of nature, whoever recognises 
the might of spirit over nature, and a hidden dynamic connection between soul 
and body, will find nothing so incredible in the representation of divine strength 
working directly on the whole inner being of man, and bringing about effects of 
quite a different kind from those attainable by the general remedies of the ordi¬ 
nary powers of nature.” In a historical-critical investigation of the narratives in 
the Acts of the Apostles, I hold it quite superfluous to go into the general dog¬ 
matic question as to whether miracles are possible, for in such an investigation it 
is not needed to inquire into the possibility of miracle, but only into their recog¬ 
nisableness, and in this idea are comprised all the questions with which criticism 
has to do. But when others, in evasion of the critical questions which as 
historians they should have investigated, give unqualified assent to every miracle 
which is related in any one of the New Testament writings, and think themselves 
obliged to call to their assistance a theory of miracles, without being able to 
adduce in its vindication any better argument than the accusation that those 
who do not embrace this view of miracle are wanting in true insight into Chris¬ 
tianity and nature,—such persons must put up with this accusation being thrown 
back on themselves. The charge is made to take the place of positive grounds : 
which shows us how weak the latter must be. The accusation that he who does 
not believe a miracle in the Acts of the Apostles like the one in question, does 
not acknowledge the divine strength of life bestowed on man through Christ, 
gives a very dishonouring idea of Christianity, as it must necessarily follow that 
miracle belongs so essentially to Christianity, that everywhere, where Christianity 
is not accompanied by miracle, it does not manifest its divine life-giving power. 
As it is acknowledged that no miracle now takes place, at least none of the same 
kind as those now in question, unless we take the legends of the middle ages 
and of the modern missionary reports as such, and assert of this belief that those 
who do not share it must refuse to recognise the divine life-principle of Chris¬ 
tianity, Christianity must long have been extinct. It is therefore only just to 
concede that Christianity contains divine vital powers apart from miracles which 
one may heartily believe in, even if one does not consider every one of the miracles 
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thought of the historian is, that Paul had wrought as great and 
astonishing a miracle as Peter had done, and that by the whole 
affair he also had made an impression on the Gentiles that could 
not possibly have been more powerful or more striking. In this 
thought the sequel of the narrative closely agrees with its begin¬ 
ning. In consequence of the miracle, Paul and Barnabas were 
held by the astonished people to be gods, who had come down from 
heaven to earth in the likeness of men. They called Paul Hermes, 
and Barnabas Zeus; and in this delusion preparations were 


related in the New Testament as a real actual miracle, because the letter of the 
narrative so describes it. As for the charge of taking a mechanical view of nature, 
we may say that a mechanical view of nature is one which believes not in a living 
organism of nature, but in a purely external relation between cause and effect, 
and considers nature as a machine, set in motion from time to time by a force 
applied from without. This is, however, precisely the view of nature which lies 
at the root of the theory of miracles, for every miracle must be considered as an 
interruption of the natural connection, established by an immanent law, between 
cause and effect, which natural causes can do nothing to explain, and which must 
be produced by the impact of some external power. This is necessarily the 
theory of miracles, unless it be equally arbitrary with the mechanical theory of 
nature. It is not evident what the power of spirit over nature and the secret 
connection of soul and body has to do with the vindication of the theory of 
miracle. What Schleiermacher, in the well-known proposition in his “Glau- 
benslehre,” has said in regard to the divine omnipotence, “that we no longer 
consider that the divine omnipotence shows itself greater in the interruption of 
the order of nature than in sustaining it in the usual course,” applies with equal 
force to the power of spirit over nature. Spirit shows its power over nature, 
not in interruption and disturbance of the arrangements of nature, but, as its 
essence is conformity with law, through the fact that it is the immanent law of 
nature. In the sequel of the passage we are speaking of, however, the power of 
the spirit over nature and the hidden dynamic connection between soul and body 
seems to be called in with a view to the partial naturalising of the miracle. A 
miracle such as the one in question, viz., the healing of a man lame from his 
birth by a mere word, is supposed to become more credible, if we think of it, 
first, as the action of divine power on the whole inner being of the man, the 
healing itself being the direct result of the influence of this action, so that the heal¬ 
ing results from the hidden but natural connection between soul and body. The 
miracle is thus to be explained psychologically; it happens in accordance with 
the dynamic connection between soul and body ; the healing power works 
through the medium of the soul, which operates on the body according to its own 
laws. But how does the divine power itself affect the soul? In a natural or 
supernatural manner ? If in a natural manner, then there is no miracle at all. 
And it must then be explained how the healing which resulted from it is, never- 
VOL. I. G 
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made by the priest of Zeus in Lystra for a solemn sacrifice to the 
supposed gods, when the two Apostles, who from ignorance of the 
language did not at once understand what was going on, saw how 
things were. They were just in time to prevent, with great difficulty, 
the completion of the hateful act which was already so far advanced. 
Even at first sight the affair has a very strange and romantic aspect, 
and we cannot avoid asking why, among all the miracles which the 
Apostle wrought, this should have had so remarkable a result ? 
why this apotheosis should have taken place at Lystra of all places ? 
why the people of this place should so suddenly have gone from 
one extreme to the other, that they chased with stones out of the city 
and left for dead the same Apostle to whom just before they had 
been willing to offer sacrifice as a god, merely on account of the 
insinuation of some Jews from Antioch ? All that we can say on 
this subject is comprised in what Olshausen remarks, “ The Gentiles 
took Paul and Barnabas for Mercury and Jupiter, as these gods 
were said to have once visited Philemon and Baucis, the ancient 
inhabitants of this very district.. These occurrences-are held to be 


theless, represented as a miracle. If it affects the soul in a supernatural manner, 
the miracle remains, and it is not evident what is gained by showing that it is 
partly capable of a natural explanation. Where a miracle is accepted (unless 
we are playing with idle words), there must also be accepted an interruption 
and disturbance of the order of nature; but in accepting miracle, it is perfectly 
the same whether it is accepted at one point or another, and perfectly useless to 
try to conceal this interruption of the order of nature by speaking of the hidden 
dynamic connection between soul and body, thereby awakening suspicion that 
the interruption of the order of nature is felt to be a more serious matter than 
is allowed to appear. If we do not hesitate to heap miracle upon miracle, then 
we must not hesitate to confess without affectation or equivocation that we are 
always ready to break the thread of the order of nature on any occasion when it 
appears desirable to do so. Perhaps we may convince ourselves- that the belief 
in miracles must at least be grounded on better reasons than are here used, and 
that it may not be so superfluous to inquire in each individual case whether the 
character of the miraculous narrative, I wdll not say obliges, but entitles, us to 
say that there is actually a miracle at the bottom of it. But as such things are 
generally treated, it can be no great task to defend any such legendary miracle 
with such phrases as “New divine life-power,” “Mechanical view of nature,” 
“ Power of spirit 5 over nature,” “ Hidden dynamic connection between soul and 
body,” etc. 
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specially interesting, in so far as they show that the belief in the 
ancient gods still had deep root in the life of the people, for we 
must remember that this event took place in a small remote town 
where the philosophical enlightenment of the Augustan age had 
not yet penetrated.” But if we appeal to the legend of Philemon 
and Baucis, what right have wo to assume that it was not only the 
Greek and! Roman poets who related that legend, and who placed 
its scene in Phrygia and the neighbouring districts (this locality 
being a favourite theatre for primitive mythical occurrences of this 
kind), but that the inhabitants of these places themselves enter¬ 
tained it as a native tradition, and still preserved the religious 
belief which it embodied ? There is also unquestionably a very 
great difference between a fact such as is described here and what is 
spoken of by Homer, and very pathetically described by Neander 
as “ a belief spread widely among-the heathen from the most ancient 
times, springing from the depth of the human breast, from the un¬ 
deniable feeling of the connection of the human race with God, a 
belief that the gods descend in human form in order to dispense 
benefits among men.” Still less can we understand how, according 
to Neander’s assertion, this belief was furthered by the religious 
ferment at that time existing: Religious ferment rather promotes 
doubt and unbelief, and although that age with its unbelief was 
still at the same time much addicted to a faith in a direct union 
with the higher supernatural world, still it was by no means the 
childlike faith of the Homerio world that was still cherished at 
that time, or to which men had recurred; but it was rather a belief 
in sorcery, uniting* tile natural and supernatural worlds, and sup¬ 
ported on a belief in the power of demons. For this reason we 
should have thought* it much more natural if the people, in their 
astonishment at f the workors of the miracle, had taken them for 
sorcerers and magicians, instead of seeing in them an Homeric 
incarnation of the gods. This may be illustrated by an example 
lying near at hand. The same locality which is assigned to the 
tradition of the pious couple Philemon and Baucis, was also the 
home of the well-known soothsayer and miracle-worker, Apollonius 
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of Tyana. 1 According to his biographer, Philostratus, he was sup¬ 
posed by the inhabitants of the country in which he was born to 
be a son of Zeus; but this is part of the exaggerations of Philo¬ 
stratus, and the truth is, that originally he held no higher place in 
the estimation of the people than that of a sorcerer. This narrative 
does not become more credible when it is seen to imply that the 
belief in the appearance of the gods of the Homeric and pre- 
Homeric age still flourished at the time when it was written. We 
are undoubtedly reminded by it of the old traditions of appearances 
of gods, especially of the tradition of Philemon and Baucis, but 
criticism, instead of taking such tradition as a confirmation of the 
historic truth of the fact here related, has rather to turn round and 
ask, whether the pretended fact itself is to be looked at as anything 
but a later formation on the model of the ancient mythical occur¬ 
rence. The apologetic parallelism between the two Apostles 
gives here also the simple key to the explanation of the alleged 
fact, a fact which is all the more incredible that the miracle, with 
the reality of which it must stand or fall, is itself entirely incre¬ 
dible. It is stated in the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles, as a 
peculiar distinction of the elder Apostles, and especially of Peter, 
that they were honoured by the people with a positively religious 
veneration as superhuman beings. The Apostles collectively are 
thus depicted, v. 11, sq. The author of the Acts of the Apostles 
describes Peter in a very especial manner as being regarded by a 
Gentile in the light of a lofty superhuman being, when Cornelius, 
at the entrance of Peter into his house, fell with religious reverence 
at his feet (7 reacov erri tol >9 TroBas irpoaeKvvrjaev, x. 25), and 
Peter taking him up, said, dvdcrTr)6o, Kayco avro 9 dvOpcoiro^ 
elfu . Just in the same sense the two Apostles say to the Gentiles 
at Lystra, who were worshipping them as gods, avhpe 9 , to tcovtco 
7 rooelre ; kcu ^poels opooooTradeos eapoev vpolv dvOpcoiroo (xiv. 15). If 

1 Ovid says, Metamorphoses viii. 719, after lie has described the transformation 
of the aged couple into two trees entwining together, 

“ Ostendit adhuc Tyaneius illic 
Incola de gemina vicinos arbore truncos.” 
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the author of the Acts of the Apostles wished to make his Apostle 
Paul participate in this reverence and glorification, resulting from 
a deep impression of his superhuman dignity, what better oppor¬ 
tunity could be afforded than among the inhabitants of a country 
in which, according to tradition, it was believed from ancient times 
that the gods appeared in the likeness of men, and went about 
among them; until they were recognised and worshipped as gods 
by those who were awe-struck at the miracles they wrought . 1 

But will the speeches and sermons which the Apostle deli¬ 
vered during his first missionary journey give us a truer picture 
of his Apostolic activity? We might justly expect this to be 
the case. The more independently the Apostle entered on his 
path the more ought we to find him as he was, and no otherwise, 
in his words ; the fresher he came to the work laid upon him, the 
more clearly ought he to display the Pauline spirit in his speeches. 
But in this point also we are deceived in our expectations. How 
little does the lengthy address with which the Apostle makes his 
first appearance in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia, bear a 
Pauline^character ? How striking, on the contrary, is the depen¬ 
dent relation in which it stands to the speeches contained in the 
preceding part of the Acts of the Apostles ! The speech takes in 
its first part a purely historical character. It begins with an 
enumeration of the favours which God had shown from the 
earliest times to the Israelites, in that he chose their fathers, 
prospered their descendants in Egypt till they became a great 
people, led them out of Egypt by his miraculous power, accom¬ 
panied them through the wilderness, and bestowed on them the 

1 That just the same two gods who are said to have appeared to Philemon 
and Baucis in the same district, viz., Hermes and Zeus (Jupiter hue specie mor- 
tali cumque parente venit Atlantiades positis cadueifer alis—Ov. Met. viiL 626), 
here enter on the scene, seems to indicate that the author was thinking of this 
very tradition, or at least of one very similar. The appearance of these gods was 
at that time also accompanied by miracles which excited astonishment. The 
author of the Acts of the Apostles shows us elsewhere that he is an author of 
literary culture and of learning, and that he knows how to utilise his acquaintance 
with mythology to increase the interest of his narrative. Compare what he says, 
xix. 24, about the Ephesian Artemis, and, xvii, about the description of Athens. 
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Land of Canaan as their own possession, and especially in that he 
gave them David, the man after his own heart, for their king. 
Such a review of the favours and guidance of God, since the days 
of the patriarchs, is given in the speech of Stephen (vii.), only that 
his speech starts from a different point of view, and carries on into 
further details what is here given more compendiously. Both 
speeches dwell mostly on the time of the patriarchs, the period in 
which the people were growing up in Egypt, and that of King 
David. (Compare especially, xiii. 17, tov \aov vyjrcocrev with vii. 
17, t jv^rjaev 6 X<xo? /cat e7r\rjdx/v0ri ev AiymTco.) The next 
division of the speech, vv. 23-31, harmonises most with the two 
speeches of the Apostle Peter, x. 37-41 (John the Baptist is here 
also particularly mentioned) and iii. 13-L7. Compare especially 
ot ap'XpvTes avrcov, tovtov dyvorjcravres, etc. etc., xiii. 27, and Kara 
dyvotav eirpd^are coairep /cal ot apyov T 6 ? vptcov, iii. 17. 'O Se 
@eo? r^yetpev avrov e/c ve/cpcov—otrtves etat ptapTvpe ? avrov n rpo? 
tov \aov, xiii. 30, and ov 6 0eo? yyetpev ev ve/cpcov, ov rjptel^ 
ptdpTvpes eaptev, iii. 15. The succeeding section, vv. 32-37, follows 
Peter’s speech, ii. 27, sq., where the same argument is drawn from 
the same passage of the Psalms, xvi. 10, which is here also the 
principal text appealed to. For the conclusion which follows, Std 
tovtov vpttv acfrecrLs dptapTtcov /caTayyeSXeTat' /cat anrb ttcIvtcov cov 
ovk rjhvvr\6r)Te ev tm voptcp Mcovcrecos StKatcodrjvat, ev tovtco 7 ra? o 
TTtaTevcDv St/catovTai, xiii. 38, 39, no parallel can be traced with 
the earlier speech; but do not these concluding words give us the 
impression that the author may himself have felt, after he had made 
the Apostle Paul speak long enough in the manner of Peter, that he 
ought now to make him say something specially Pauline ? If the 
most general thought in the Pauline doctrine of justification, as it 
is developed in the Epistles of the Apostle, were to be abstracted 
and stated by itself, this was the proper way to do so. But, con¬ 
sequently, how foreign is the relation in which this doctrine stands to 
the rest of the speech; how purposeless does it appear, thus intro¬ 
duced for the first time, and coming at the very end of the discourse ! 
This part of the speech seems to have made a like impression on 
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Olshausen, for he remarks on xiii. 37, “ In the light of the Christian 
consciousness of the later Church, it appears strange that the 
Apostle Paul here lays all the stress on the resurrection, and not 
on the death of the Lord, as does Peter also in the speeches in the 
first part of the Acts. Yes : Paul here connects, as it seems, the 
acf>€(TL 9 d/jiapTicov with the resurrection, though in his Epistles he 
presents the death of Christ as the source of the forgiveness of sins. 
Yet the Apostle's teaching becomes quite intelligible in this regard 
if we reflect that in the missionary speeches by which men were 
to be convinced for the first time that Jesus was the Messiah, he 
could not develop more closely the contents of the Gospel, but felt 
it of the most importance to lay the foundation of the belief in the 
Messiahship of Jesus. Now the death of Christ was an occasion of 
offence, and had therefore to be kept in the background; the 
resurrection, on the other hand, was the strongest part of the 
argument, and therefore it is made the principal subject of the 
speech." If the striking feature of this speech be explained by the 
occasion of offence which the death of Jesus was to the Jews, we 
must remember that this offence could never be avoided, that no 
‘speech of this kind could have been delivered without speaking of 
the death of Jesus. The object of the speaker cannot therefore 
have been to leave the death of Jesus in the background (in this 
speech it is by no means so left, xiii. 27-29), but, on the contrary, 
to place it in such a relation to the Gospel doctrine of salvation 
that it should appear as an essential element in it. This might be 
done in two ways : the death of Jesus could be treated in such a 
way as to lead up to the resurrection, or the death could be con¬ 
sidered as the cause of the forgiveness of sins (though not, of course, 
apart from the resurrection). The first is the line taken in the 
speech of Peter; the other, the peculiar Pauline way of treat¬ 
ment. But if the peculiarities of this speech are said to consist 
in this, that there is not so much said about the death as about the 
resurrection, still nothing is explained, as we cannot perceive why 
there is nothing said about the forgiveness of sins through the 
death of Jesus, nor why the latter does not serve as an additional 
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ground for the belief in the Messiahship of Jesus. The explanation 
amounts simply to a repetition of what is sought to be explained, 
namely, that the speech does not so much bear the stamp of Paul 
as that of Peter. It does not, however, bear this stamp only in the 
passage referred to by Olshausen, but also in the preceding one; and 
if the peculiar Pauline idea of the insufficiency of the law for justi¬ 
fication is enunciated in xiii. 38-39, it by no means follows, as 
Olshausen thinks, that the authenticity of the speech is thus placed 
beyond question, for the way in which this is done serves, as we 
have already seen, only to make it more doubtful. 

It results from all this that here, as elsewhere, we learn nothing 
more than what was the standpoint of the author, and only from 
that standpoint was it possible to give such a recapitulation of the 
earlier speeches of the Acts of the Apostles, as is here done ; and 
to make the Apostle Paul deliver a speech so thoroughly character¬ 
istic of Peter that its Pauline conclusion seems to be provided 
simply to remind the reader of what he might have otherwise 
forgotten, namely, that it was not Peter but Paul who was speaking. 
The threat contained in the concluding words is evidently connected 
with what is afterwards related of the result of the speech, namely, 
that the Gospel was rejected in the most decided manner and with 
the greatest hatred against the Apostle, by the Jews at Antioch, 
xiii. 45. That which really afterwards happened is foreseen by the 
speaker, little as such a change in affairs could be expected after 
xiii. 42. A speech which indicates so clearly the joints at which its 
several component parts are put together, can have no great claim 
to Pauline originality. What then remains certain to us concern¬ 
ing this first missionary journey of the Apostle, during which 
Christian churches were founded and organised in several places ? 
The history gives no further information about the churches in the 
places it names, and it will be shown in the sequel how much 
uncertainty rests on the principle, which the Apostle is said to have 
adopted at this time, to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, only, 
however, after it had been offered to and refused by the Jews. 


CHAPTER V. 


THE TRANSACTIONS BETWEEN THE APOSTLE PAUL AND THE ELDER 
APOSTLES AT JERUSALEM.—ACTS XV., GALATIANS II. 

We now for the first time arrive at a point at which we can 
attain some positive result, as we can here compare with the story 
in the Acts of the Apostles, on which we can lay no great depen¬ 
dence, the testimony of the Apostle himself. But this result can 
only be attained by a criticism which works on different principles 
from the usual ones. 

The two first chapters of the Epistle to the Galatians form a 
historical document of the greatest importance in our investiga¬ 
tions into the true standpoint of the Apostle and his relations 
to the elder Apostles. But if these chapters are to he of any 
value in the interest of the truth of the history, we must first of 
all free ourselves from the arbitrary supposition which generally 
attends this inquiry, that the most complete harmony must neces¬ 
sarily prevail between the author of the Acts of the Apostles 
and the Apostle Paul, and that the one narrative can only be 
used in confirmation of the other. It is self-evident that as the 
Apostle appears as an eye-witness and an actor in his own personal 
affairs, his statement alone ought to be held as authentic. In this 
way an unfavourable light is certainly shed on the Acts of the 
Apostles, the narrative of which can only he regarded as intentionally 
deviating from historical truth in the interest of the special tendency 
which it represents. The results to which the foregoing inquiry 
has already conducted us, make it less remarkable that this should 
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be the relation in which the Acts stand to the true history: yet 
even had we not learned this lesson, we should have to acknow¬ 
ledge that in the present instance we have simply an undeniable 
discrepancy between the two narratives. All attempts to reconcile 
the two accounts, such as are generally made by interpreters and 
critics, are but useless trouble ; they not only result in forcing on 
the Apostle’s words a sense they cannot bear, but also in concealing 
the truth of the historical facts, or at least placing them in a false 
light, and imputing to the Apostle what can only redound to the 
disadvantage of his character. 

In order to make as much use as possible in the interest of 
historical truth of so original and trustworthy a narrative as that 
which the Apostle himself gives of the course of his Christian 
development, and his whole apostolic position in relation to the 
older Apostles, we must not overlook what he relates as to the 
events connected with his conversion. Here we meet at once with 
discrepancies between this account and that of the Acts of the 
Apostles, which show very clearly the want of historical truth in 
the latter. According to Acts ix. 22, the Apostle remained for 
some time in Damascus after he had been baptized by Ananias and 
received into the Christian community, and during this time he 
was zealously occupied in accordance with his newly-gained con¬ 
victions in seeking to persuade the Jews in Damascus of the truth 
that Jesus was the Messiah. But as plots were laid against him by 
the Jews and his life endangered, he was obliged to leave Damascus, 
and went to Jerusalem, ix. 26. Now in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, i. 16, the Apostle himself says that immediately after his 
conversion he went not to Jerusalem but into Arabia, and from 
there again back to Damascus, and that only three years afterwards 
did he travel to Jerusalem. The cause of his leaving Damascus 
was undoubtedly the danger with which he was threatened by the 
Ethnarch of King Aretas in Damascus, and although this cause is 
not spoken of in the Epistle to the Galatians, it is mentioned by 
the Apostle himself (2 Corinthians xi. 32), and it cannot be placed 
in any other period than this. In this detail indeed the two 
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accounts agree; in the rest the difference is great enough. Not 
only does the Acts pass over in complete silence the journey of the 
Apostle into Arabia, it speaks of his sojourn in Damascus as 
merely of some days’ duration, whilst the Apostle himself says that 
years elapsed between his conversion and his journey to Jerusalem. 
Even if we put a wide construction on rjfiepas l/cava$, ix. 23, and 
place the journey to Arabia in this time, which we would be quite 
warranted to do, as Galatians i. 17 does not give us the length of 
the sojourn in Arabia, we must still confess that the expression 
rj/jbepai bcaval is not a fit expression for a time extending over full 
three years. But should we be inclined to disregard the mere 
expression, we could only do so if the connection of this passage 
made it probable that rjpbepcu bcavai had to be understood as a space 
of time comprising several years. This is not the case: indeed 
quite the contrary. What is said (ix. 26) about the return of the 
Apostle to Jerusalem, that he irapa^evopbevo^ eU 'IepovcraXrjpLy eiret- 
paro KoXXaaOac rofc fJLaOrjTcu'Z, /ecu nravr 69 e(j>o/3ovvro avrov , pur] ma- 
revovre? on earl puad^rri^y places us manifestly in a time which 
could not have been very distant from the conversion of the Apostle, 
a time still preserving the fresh impression of so unexpected and 
incredible an occurrence, and which is therefore reckoned by the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles not by years but by days. 
The Apostle endeavoured when he came to Jerusalem to ally him¬ 
self with the disciples as one who belonged to them and was as 
one of them (we may compare on this meaning of KoXXaaOcu , v. 
13); but they were all shy of him; they would not come near their 
old enemy and persecutor, because they did not believe that he 
was a disciple. How could this have been possible, if at that 
time a period of more than three years had elapsed since the con¬ 
version of the Apostle ? and if, during that time, he had laboured 
in the cause of the Gospel not merely in distant Arabia, where his 
sojourn perhaps did not last long, but in Damascus, which was 
not so far from Jerusalem, that the news of so remarkable an 
occurrence would not be at once transmitted from the one place to 
the other ? The aim which the Apostle had in view in his journey 
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to Damascus, Acts ix. 2, corroborates the supposition that there 
was frequent intercourse between the two cities; and Acts ix. 20 
obliges us to think that during his residence in Damascus he was 
engaged in preaching, thus furnishing the most tangible proof of 
the change that had taken place in him. 

In both the speeches in which the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles makes the Apostle himself tell the story of his conversion, 
his journey to Jerusalem is mentioned in direct connection with it, 
and without any indication of a long interval having elapsed 
between the two occurrences (xxii. 16, 17, xxvi. 20). It is true 
that in both these passages, especially the latter, the narrative is so 
condensed that by themselves they prove nothing, but simply serve 
to confirm the narrative of the earlier passage. But between this 
latter and the narrative in the Epistle to the Galatians there is a 
contradiction which cannot be got over, and which shows how 
impossible it is to think that the author had command of original 
sources when he drew up his narrative. But if this discrepancy 
to which we have drawn attention is not the most serious one, but 
merely one feature of a much deeper and more fatal contradiction, 
how futile is it to contend about minor points ! The Apostle, in 
the Epistle to the Galatians, asserts in the most decided and 
solemn manner that he had not received his Gospel from man, but 
immediately through the fact that God had revealed his Son 
in him. Immediately after he had received from God the charge 
to declare the Gospel to the Gentiles, he “ conferred not with flesh 
and blood,” neither with men in general, nor especially with the 
Apostles who were connected with him by common national ties 
(this is the force of aap% kcu at/ia) ; he did not then go to Jerusa- 
lem to the elder Apostles, but into Arabia, and thence to Damascus, 
and only at the expiration of three years did he go to Jerusalem. 

It is clear that here the Apostle does all in his power (a 8e 
<ypci(fxo vpuvy ISov evanriov tov Qeov on ov 'tyevhopLCUy i. 20) to meet 
the assertion that during the time which immediately followed his 
conversion he stood in such a relation to the elder Apostles that 
his apostolic mission could be looked upon as a thing derived from 
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their apostolic authority. He wishes to have it believed that he 
entered on his apostolic mission under the influence of a revelation 
vouchsafed to him alone, in a perfectly free and independent man¬ 
ner, unbiassed by any human interposition. It is with this view 
that he makes his statements so distinct as to the place where he 
spent the period immediately following his conversion; he says it was 
in Arabia and Damascus, not in Jerusalem, that is, not in any place 
where he could enter into near relations with the elder Apostles. 
Even when he went to Jerusalem at the expiration of three years— 
after a time, that is to say, in which his apostolic character, what¬ 
ever it was to be, must have already declared and consolidated 
itself—his aim was by no means to get the elder Apostles to grant 
him authority to follow his nailing, but only to make the acquaint¬ 
ance of Peter, who during their fifteen days’ intercourse sufficiently 
showed that he had nothing to allege against Paul’s apostolic call. 
If the Apostle had met the assembled Apostles, or even some of 
them, this intercourse might have lent probability to the view that 
he got them then to legitimise his apostolic calling. Eor this 
reason he lays peculiar stress on the circumstance that during that 
time he saw no apostle but Peter, for Peter could not have author¬ 
ised him to assume the apostolic office without the express consent 
of the rest of the Apostles, although by his own behaviour towards 
Paul he gave the most valuable testimony that he fully recognised 
the apostolic mission of the latter. Every idea of the authorisa¬ 
tion of the apostolic office of Paul by the other apostles during 
the period immediately succeeding, is done away with by the fact 
that Paul was in Syria and Cilicia, and did not come into contact 
with the churches in Judea at all. The chief point towards which 
these considerations tend is undoubtedly that declaration which 
is given by the Apostle in the most positive manner, that during 
the whole period treated of in chapter i. nothing took place 
between him and the other Apostles which could be taken as a 
sign of subordination or dependence on his part. He would not 
give up any of his independence, because the more dependent on 
the rest of the Apostles he appeared, the more might the indepen- 
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dence of his call be called in question. But if we take into con¬ 
sideration that the opponents of the Apostle, as we see in his 
Epistles, made use of the authority of the other Apostles to his 
disadvantage in the churches, and represented his doctrine as 
opposed to that of the other Apostles, what a necessity was there 
not for his so insisting on the independence of his position ? If 
he had ever acknowledged the relation of dependence on the rest 
of the Apostles, if he had not emphatically persisted in declaring 
that he was an Apostle not by means of them, but as directly as 
they themselves, then he must have submitted to their authority 
with regard to any difference in doctrine existing between himself 
and them; he would have had no principle to which to appeal in 
order to prove and to enforce that which he, in opposition to the 
other Apostles, asserted to be the^ essence of Christianity. The 
whole significance of his apostolic labours* depended on the fact 
that he was a specially called Apostle, and independent of all the 
other Apostles. In this way only could he claim for his view of 
Christianity the authority which the other Apostles claimed for 
theirs; and it is perfectly clear how critical a point this was for 
Paul, and how much weight he attached to those appeals which he 
made with so much emphasis- to the well-known facts of history 
as the sufficient confirmation of his right. 

Now how does the statement in the Acts- oft the Apostles agree 
with this? "What does the author say, when we compare his 
account with the direct assertion of the Apostle himself? Exactly 
the opposite of what the Apostle has asserted in the most decided 
and most solemn manner. In Acts ix. 27, the Apostle is repre¬ 
sented as having passed some time in intimate fellowship with the 
Apostles at Jerusalem soon after hi& conversion. Should we decide 
to pass over the discrepancy on which we have before remarked, 
and assume that Acts ix. 27 speaks of the same residence of the 
Apostle in Jerusalem which he himself mentions, Gal. i. 17, it 
is nevertheless perfectly clear that the idea which the Apostle 
was most careful to guard against, namely, that he had received an 
authorisation of his apostolic office from the rest of the Apostles, 
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is here directly suggested. It is stated, ix. 27, that Barnabas 
introduced him to the circle of the Apostles (for so must these 
words be taken in any case, r^yaye i rpo? tou? aTroaroKovs, even if 
one or other of the Apostles may have been absent), and laid before 
them an account of the occurrences on the road to Damascus as if 
for their decision and recognition. If this account be held as 
authentic, it would really make the Apostle a liar; and it is simply 
incredible that he should have given the assurance, a Se ypd<f)Q) 
vfjuv, iSov evcoTTLov toi ©eov otl ov yfreyBopicu. We cannot, on the 
other hand, feel any surprise at the way in which the author of 
the Acts chooses to tell the story; the difference between him and 
the Apostle grows greater the more closely we consider it. What 
a striking contradiction lies in this, that the Acts of the Apostles 
represents the Apostle as preaching the Gospel at that time in 
Jerusalem as well as in Judea, whilst he himself, Galatians i. 22, 
says he was not personally known to the Christian churches in 
Judea, that they had only heard that their former persecutor was 
now preaching the faith which he formerly sought to destroy, and 
praised God= on that account. How does this agree with the, nap- 
p7]crid%€(T0cu ev r ® ovofiari tvv Kvplov ’irjcrov ( ev t IepovaaXrjp) J 
and with the assertion put into the mouth of the Apostle himself, 
xxvi. 20, rot? ev AafiaaKcp irpcorov kcu *Iepocro\vpLOL<; el<;> irdaciv 
re tt]v %<x)pcw TTjS * lovhala <?• kcu tols edvecnv a7rr\yyeWov pberavoelv. 
At what period can this have taken place, if not, as the words 
clearly indicate, during that in which* according to the Apostle’s 
own assurance it did not occur ? for he never went afterwards with 
such an object to Jerusalem. If he had for a long while laboured 
with all boldness in proclaiming the Gospel in Jerusalem, he could 
not have been so unknown in the churches of Judea. The Acts 
of the Apostles-gives a character of publicity to the residence of 
the Apostle in Jerusalem at that time, which, according to the 
description given of it by the Apostle himself, it could never have 
had. How can we think that in the short .space of time in which 
he was occupied by what he tells us was his errand, namely, con¬ 
ferring with the Apostle Teter, he could have appeared in public 
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in such a manner as is described in the Acts ? In connection with 
the whole of this anomalous statement, the Acts of the Apostles 
gives another cause for his departure from Jerusalem. In his zeal 
for the Gospel he came into collision with the Hellenists, and 
because they sought to put him to death, the brethren brought 
him for safety to Caesarea. Hot mere Jews but Hellenists are 
here named, apparently under the supposition that they must 
have been specially enraged at him as a converted Hellenist, as 
had already been the case with Stephen, Acts vi. 8, and because 
afterwards the Hellenists showed themselves especially hostile to 
Paul. The Apostle himself says nothing at all of this. We see 
at once that in his journey to Jerusalem he did not intend to 
remain long there, nor to open up there for himself a field for the 
preaching of the Gospel. As he regarded himself from the very 
first as destined to be an Apostle to the Gentiles, he wished to 
enter on his appointed field of labour in Syria and Cilicia; but he 
took Jerusalem on his way thither, in order, as was very natural, 
to find what his relations with the elder Apostles were to be, now 
that his mind had so far cleared and he was decided as to the 
standpoint he should maintain. 

Fourteen years after, whether after that journey which is spoken 
of, Galatians i. 18, or after his conversion, at any rate after a 
good number of years had elapsed, the Apostle again went to 
Jerusalem. Even if we had not the Acts of the Apostles to refer 
to, which describes his apostolic activity during this time, we 
should be obliged to assume that he had carried out the purpose 
with which he had left Jerusalem and gone into Gentile countries. 
The Apostle was now labouring as an Apostle to the Gentiles; 
he had converted many Gentiles, and founded many Christian 
churches; but the greater the strides were which the Gospel 
made among the Gentiles, the greater was the importance which 
the Gentile Christians assumed in proportion to the Jewish Chris¬ 
tians, the more doubtful did the Church in Jerusalem become 
as to whether the Gentiles could directly participate in the 
Messianic salvation without approaching it through Judaism. 
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The question which had led to no dispute on the occasion of the 
Apostle’s first journey to Jerusalem, probably because the matter 
then lay in the far distance, was now of the most pressing 
practical importance. This question was, whether such a Gentile 
Christianity as the Pauline Christianity had now become, could be 
recognised and tolerated from a Jewish standpoint? It could not 
be denied that in Jerusalem and Judea a considerable party, if 
not indeed the whole, of the Jewish Christians, was against this 
recognition. According to Acts xv. 1, as soon as the zeal of the 
Apostle began to bring forth greatly increasing fruits in Gentile 
countries, steps began to be taken in Jerusalem in order to put 
hindrances in his way. It was therefore quite to be expected, from 
the nature of the case, that after a long interval the Apostle should 
resolve on a fresh journey to Jerusalem, if only in the interest 
of his apostolic office among the Gentiles. That this resolution 
to go to Jerusalem was considered by him to be inspired by an 
dTroKaXvyjn^y a special divine command summoning him thither 
(Galatians ii. 2), does not in any way set aside the cause above 
assigned to the journey, but rather shows that this matter was 
then occupying his mind in a very vivid manner as a thing of 
pressing moment, and the reason of this must be sought in the 
position of affairs at that time. He accordingly resolved to 
journey to Jerusalem and to take counsel with the members of the 
Church there, and first of all, of course, with the Apostles who 
might be in the city, upon the principles which he followed in the 
promulgation of the Gospel, and in virtue of which he considered 
himself to be the Apostle to the Gentiles. He also resolved to lay 
his Gospel before them that they might express their opinion on 
it, and that by a public statement of his views and principles it 
might appear whether or not he could maintain them, although he 
himself was not in the slightest degree doubtful or uncertain on 
the point. For these reasons he made a fresh journey to Jeru¬ 
salem. How this journey (Galatians ii. 1) stands related to the 
journeys to Jerusalem narrated in the Acts of the Apostles has 
been endlessly treated of in modern times, as if it were an absolute 
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impossibility to come to a certain result on the subject. The Acts 
makes the Apostle, after the journey, ix. 26 (which must apparently 
at least be assumed to be the journey in Galatians i. 18), travel 
twice from Antioch to Jerusalem in company with Barnabas, xi. 30, 
xv. 2. The Apostle, Gal. ii. 1, seems to speak of a second journey 
after the first, i. 18 (although iraXiv is not so strong as Bevrepov), and 
here we seem shut up to the journey in Acts xi. 30. But in Acts 
xi. 30 not the slightest hint is given of such an aim of the journey 
as the Apostle himself speaks of, whilst that spoken of in xv. 2 
may be said to have been taken for at least a similar purpose. 
If we are thus led to take the journey in Acts xv. 2 as being that 
referred to in Gal. ii. 1 rather than the journey in xi. 30, on the 
other hand, the possibility of going beyond Acts xi. 30 is cut off 
by the following argument: the Apostle could not, considering his 
argument in the passage, have passed over the journey mentioned 
in Acts xi. His object required that no communication with the 
Apostles which occurred between Gal. i. 18 and ii. 1 should be 
omitted, else the proof of his teaching being independent of the 
tuition of the rest of the Apostles, would be defective; he would 
have been concealing something which could be alleged against 
the independence he was asserting, and he would not have given a 
faithful account of the circumstances of his life affecting this inde¬ 
pendence. If the object of the Apostle (Gal. i. and ii.) be said to 
be nothing more than to show that he had learnt his doctrine from 
no man, not even from the Apostles, we might justly rejoin that 
he seeks to prove more than this—to show by an appeal to facts 
the independence and originality of his apostolic authority. For 
this reason it could not have been his intention merely to give a 
complete enumeration of his journeys to Jerusalem; he wished to 
render those events conspicuous which formed the most decided 
proofs of the independence of his apostolic authority. The first 
period of his apostolic labours was the only one with regard to 
which the assurance was necessary that he stood towards the elder 
Apostles in no such relations that his doctrine could be traced to 
them. If he had once taught and worked as an Apostle, inde- 
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pendently of the other Apostles, it mattered little whether he was 
with them in Jerusalem at a later period or not (he might have 
received his doctrine from them indirectly); but the manner in 
which the rest of the Apostles acknowledged his principles became 
in this case of the greatest importance. It seems, then, clear that 
he does not call attention to his journey to Jerusalem (Gal. ii. 1) 
merely as following another journey before spoken of, but only for 
the sake of the particular transactions which took place in connec¬ 
tion with it. But there still remains something behind all this 
which is not so easily disposed of. If we fairly consider the 
words, we must acknowledge (especially if we consider the force 
of the preposition Sta used in Gal ii. 1) the most probable view 
to be that the Apostle never went at all to Jerusalem during that 
interval. In Galatians i. 19 he is careful to make a certain excep¬ 
tion ; and he would not have expressed himself as he does here 
if he had gone to Jerusalem in the interval. The question 
then presents itself, whether it is of any special consequence to 
bring the journeys of which the Apostle here speaks so entirely 
into harmony with those mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles ? 
What would be gained by taking the journey Gal. ii. 1 as 
identical with that in Acts xi. 30, or xv. 2 ? If we take it as 
identical with xi. 30, we have indeed this advantage, that the 
journey Gal. ii. 1 follows chronologically on the first, i. 18, just as 
the journey Acts xi. 30 follows the first, ix. 26 ; but this is all, and 
this external resemblance does not give us any real and substantial 
identity of the two journeys. Not only is there no further point 
of resemblance in regard to the cause and object of the journey, to 
which Acts xi. 30 assigns a completely different aim, but the question 
may be raised whether the journey Acts xi. 30 is not a mistake, a 
mere fiction, which is not so very unlikely a supposition in such 
a narrative as the Acts of the Apostles. If we suppose that the 
Apostle (Gal. ii. 1) must have been speaking of his second journey, 
still we do not know whether that is the one Acts xi. 30. But 
suppose, since we find that in regard to Acts xi. 30 everything is 
so uncertain and undefined, that the journey in the Galatians is 
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not the same as this one, and that we must turn to that of Acts 
xv. 2. The external chronological facts and the internal relations 
of the affair certainly render this more probable; but what do we 
gain ? It is alleged by those who uphold the identity of Gal. ii. 1 
and Acts xi. 30, that though Gal. ii. 1 and Acts xv. 2 deal with 
the same question, yet the whole circumstances of the affair in Gal. 
ii. 1 do not so completely agree with the transactions in Acts xv. 2 
that we are really justified in upholding the identity of the two 
journeys. And if the advantage of maintaining the authenticity of 
both of these journeys can only be secured by giving up Acts xi. 
30, of what use is it to assume that what the Apostle says (Gal. 
ii. 1) regarding his journey to Jerusalem must exactly coincide 
with the account in Acts xv. 2, sq. ? Beasoning from what we have 
hitherto observed, we have every cause to be distrustful of a state¬ 
ment like that of the Acts of the Apostles, which agrees so little 
with the Apostle’s own account; and the only course possible for 
us is to ignore the notion of an identity which does not exist, and 
without further inquiring whether the discrepancies are great or 
small, to proceed to investigate what relation the two narratives 
bear to each other. If we endeavour from this point of view to get 
f at the true historical facts by a comparison of the two statements, 
the following important points of difference appear, as to which no 
doubt can exist which side we ought to take. 

We find in the Acts of the Apostles an account of a formal 
public meeting of such a description that its consultations and 
resolutions have from the earliest times been taken, not without 
reason, as the utterances of the first Christian Council. Not only 
were the Apostles and Elders of the Church at Jerusalem gathered 
together at it, xv. 6, but the members of the Church generally took 
part in the meeting, xv. 12, 22. There was a question before the 
assembly which was the subject of debate; speakers rose who 
introduced and explained their different views. The meeting was 
presided over by the head of the Church at Jerusalem, who we are 
led to suppose acted as president in virtue of that very office; he 
summed up the debate, suggested the course which was adopted, 
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a formal resolution being passed, and the contents of it, together 
with some explanations in detail, being sent in a special letter, by- 
men selected for the purpose, to the churches in Antioch, Syria, 
and Cilicia, as the mind of the Holy Spirit. Of all this the 
Apostle knows nothing at all; on the contrary, he says, as if to 
contradict such a view of the affair, dpeOe/Jbrjv avroh to evayyeXiov 
o KTfpvaacd ev rol 9 eOvecn, tear IScav 8 e toZ? So/covau Heander has 
not left quite unnoticed the main point in this passage, which is 
often overlooked. He remarks, “As Paul in the Epistle to the 
Galatians speaks only of his private transactions (kclt iSlav) with 
the three chief Apostles, this would at first sight seem to contra¬ 
dict completely the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles; and 
this contradiction would seem to indicate that the two narratives 
do not deal with the same facts.” Neander, indeed, is also of 
opinion that “ if we assume that before there was any public council 
in Jerusalem, there may have been many private consultations, the 
two accounts may thus be seen to supplement each other, as it is 
self-evident that, before the affair was spoken of in a large assembly, 
Paul must have come to an understanding with the Apostles with 
regard to the principles to be kept in view,” p. 159, Bohn, 115. 
This is, of course, conceivable; but we should have expected to find 
some mention in the Epistle to the Galatians of such a large 
assembly. But nothing is said of it, and this is only a new proof 
of the arbitrary and uncritical nature of such an attempt to har¬ 
monise the two accounts. What right have we to suppose that the 
Apostle is speaking of committee meetings, and that he leaves quite 
without mention the large meeting which alone could decide the 
question at issue ? It is quite impossible to take up this position. 
If we understand the words dvedefirjv avroh to evayyeXiov as 
referring to the great meeting, yet it would be a thoroughly vague 
and inaccurate way of stating the fact, in which it would be im¬ 
possible to find what, according to the Acts of the Apostles, we 
ought to find; and the chief difficulty would still remain, that, on 
this hypothesis, the principal meeting at which the Apostles must 
have been present, is put in the background, and these private 
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conferences made the most important. But looking at the passage 
in the right light, we cannot find any such meaning in the words. 
They do not describe any formal meeting—they are only a vague 
expression followed immediately by the more definite kcut iSlav Se 
rot 5 SoKovai. We must take the passage as follows : “ I travelled 
to Jerusalem in order to lay my Gospel before the members of 
the churches there, and I applied (not as Meander says, to prepare 
the business by means of private conferences, but in order to go to 
the root of the matter at once, and take the shortest and direct- 
est way to a decision) to those who seemed to be the heads of the 
Church/' For this reason the Apostles are here throughout called 
oi So/covvres, because they were the highest authority in the eyes 
of the Church at Jerusalem (the Apostle carefully chooses an 
expression to suggest that they took this high position only in this 
relative sense, not absolutely, so that he was at full liberty to reject 
their authority), and therefore had to be considered in this matter 
as the chief personages, whose attention to any matter rendered 
further transactions superfluous. In this passage there is no men¬ 
tion of any other meetings than those with the So/couvres, i.e. with 
James, the president of the church at Jerusalem, and the two 
Apostles, Peter and John. De Wette, who also finds two different 
conferences in Galatians ii. 2, can show no ground in the passage 
itself for his supposition. Had there been two different meetings, 
we might say that the Acts of the Apostles is silent on the private 
conference, in accordance with the peculiar characteristics of its 
manner of narration, which would lead it to deal with the 
affair as a public one. But as the Apostle himself could not have 
been silent on so important an event if the public assembly had 
really taken place as the Acts of the Apostles relates, it follows 
from his silence that the Acts of the Apostles first gave a promi¬ 
nence to the affair which, according to the Apostle's own report, 
it could never have possessed. It is only in the narrative of the 
Acts of the Apostles, and in the interest to which it is devoted, 
that these transactions take the character of a Synod, which reminds 
us of the formalities of later times. 
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But the most important point is, that the Acts of the Apostles 
represents the elder Apostles as agreeing with the Apostle Paul 
with regard to his views and principles in such a manner as we see 
from the Epistle to the Galatians could never have been the case. 
According to the Acts of the Apostles, it was merely some 
members of the Church of Jerusalem, who had been converted to 
the Christian faith from the sect of the Pharisees, who were not 
willing to receive Gentiles into the Christian community, except 
under the condition of their submitting to the Mosaic circumcision, 
xv. 5. But the Apostles themselves were very far from sharing in 
this view, and supported the proposal made by the Apostle Paul 
in the most obliging and appreciative manner. The Apostle Peter 
referred to the conversion of Cornelias, and declared that it was 
tempting God to lay a yoke on the necks of the disciples (not only 
be it observed on those of the Gentiles, but of Christians generally), 
which neither they nor their fathers were able to bear, because they 
believed that the grace of Christ was the only way of salvation. 
This then is the conviction expressed, that the Mosaic law was no 
longer binding as such on Christians, whether Jew or Gentile. The 
author of the Acts of the Apostles seems purposely to give pre¬ 
cedence to the views of the Apostle Peter, as the freest and most 
advanced, in order to make James, the chief of the assembly and 
the leader of its deliberations, express a more modified view, which 
became the deliverance of the Court. For though James agrees 
essentially with the opinion of the Apostle Peter, and with a similar 
aim recalls the utterances of the Prophets, according to which the 
entrance of the Gentiles into the service of the true God was an 
essential part of the building again of the fallen theocracy of David, 
yet he expressly limited his proposal to the Gentiles who might be 
converted, and calls the observance of the Mosaic law a burdensome 
yoke only so far as they are concerned. Yet the Law is considered 
in the true Pauline spirit as a yoke (comp. Gal. v. 1), and if it were 
once recognised as too great a burden in the case of the Gentiles, 
no great step would be required to make it appear an unbearable 
yoke in its very nature. From this point of view it is considered 
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by the Apostle Peter. 1 If we compare with this statement the 
narrative which the Apostle himself gives of the whole procedure, 
everything appears altered. The question w r as by no means first 
agitated merely by individual, Pharisaic-minded members of the 
Church at Jerusalem ; we here see a conflict between the Pauline 
and the Jewish Christianity. The elder Apostles are by no means 
outside the conflict; they are placed at a standpoint from which 
they had seen and conceived nothing beyond Judaism. There is 
nothing clearer than that the dispute was concerned first of all 
with circumcision, with regard to which the Jewish Christian party 

1 As for the words yvaxrTa an alavos cVri t< 3 0e<5 navrara epya avrov, whether 
we take the concluding words ccrn— avrov for genuine or not (the explanation of 
the passage which they afford is in any case correct), they must be meant to give 
point to the argument drawn from the prophetic quotation. What Amos pro¬ 
phesied, James says, namely, that the worship of the true God is to be one day 
universal among mankind, can never really take place unless the Gentiles are 
freed from the Mosaic law. As the divine prophecy is infallible, it must be the 
will of God that the Gentile should be absolved from the law. About the sense 
of these words there cannot well be any doubt, but we are not quite so sure about 
the meaning of 21. Neander takes the passage, as do many interpreters, thus (p. 
119, cf. Schneckenburger, “Tiber den Zweck der Apostelgesch.,” p. 23) : “As to 
believers from among the Jews, no such special injunction was needed for them : 
of these there was now no question ; they knew what as Jews they ought to 
observe, for in every city where Jews dwelt, the Mosaic law was read every 
Sabbath in the synagogue.” “ These words,” remarks Neander, “ cannot possibly 
be understood as being intended to give a reason for the laws now given to the 
Gentiles. This assembly required no reason why they should impose so much, 
but only why they should impose no more, on the Gentile Christians, and these 
words do not in the very least supply a reason for this.” But this reason does 
not lie so far from the sense of the words as Neander thinks, if we take them in 
this way ; Moses, i.e. the Mosaic law, has already been long preached in the cities 
—has been read in the synagogues every Sabbath, but nevertheless there are very 
few who can bring themselves to accept the law. But now, as the worship of the 
true God without the fetters of that law is preached, many turn to it, and it is 
incontestable that the ceremonial law is the only hindrance to the universal spread 
of the true religion. This explanation is given by Giesler in his essay on Nazarites 
and Ebionites in Standlin und Tzschirner’s Archiv fUr Kirchengeschichte, vol. iv. 
312. (And the author adopted it in the first edition of this work.— Ed.) But 
it is doubtless the most simple plan to understand 21 as supplying a reason for 
sending a letter to the Gentile Christians, and requiring such an an€x €(T ^ aL from 
them. Such a claim, James says, so ancient a worship as the Mosaic has a good 
right to make. The more generally and regularly the Mosaic law became known, 
the more clearly did its incontestable authority become manifest. 
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maintained that the Gentiles could not take part in the Messianic 
salvation, except on the condition that they would submit to cir¬ 
cumcision. But circumcision included in itself the whole of 
Judaism—it was the hardest condition which could be laid on the 
Gentiles; by it they would be forced to abjure their heathenism 
and become Jews, and lay themselves under an obligation to 
observe all the requirements of Judaism. The question thus was 
whether the Gentiles could become Christians directly as Gentiles, 
or only through the mediation of Judaism, by first becoming Jews. 
The Apostle, in order to show the energy with which he opposed 
this demand, says that “ even Titus had not been compelled to be 
circumcised,” i.e. he was not actually obliged to be circumcised, 
though this compulsion was sought to be put upon him : the whole 
context shows that when the Apostle took him to Jerusalem, the 
great point was to resist the pressure that was put on him in this 
direction, and we cannot say with De Wette that this would imply 
that such a demand had been made by the Apostles, and would 
thus contradict both the apologetic aim of this narrative and the 
spirit of the transactions and resolutions in Acts xv. Gal. ii. cannot 
be interpreted in the light of Acts xv.; and as for the apologetic 
aim of the account, we cannot understand the great earnestness 
with which the Apostle here defends the cause of his Gospel, till we 
suppose that he had not to do merely with the 7 rapelaa/croi yfrevS- 
dSeXcf)OL but with the Apostles themselves. AVhy should he have 
gone to Jerusalem himself? why did he so especially wish to treat 
of the matter with the Apostles, if he had not had good grounds 
for supposing that the Apostles in Jerusalem were by no means 
ignorant of the attempts made by the irapelacucToi ylr€vSdSe\(f>oc ? 
The course of the transactions shows in what relation the Apostles 
stood with regard to the principles of these false brethren. They 
are themselves the opponents against whom the Apostle contends 
in refuting these principles. From his assertion that he did not 
submit to compulsion in regard to the circumcision of Titus, we see 
that the efforts at compulsion were concentrated upon this case, 
and the reason for this can only have been that he, an uncircum- 
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cised Gentile, was actually the companion of the Apostle. He was 
to be the first to be circumcised, and it seemed that this demand 
made in the midst of those who advocated circumcision could 
scarcely be withstood. But the Apostle seems to have taken Titus 
with him to Jerusalem, in order that a clear and definite case 
might be presented for the trial of the question; that the strife of 
principles might be viewed in its practical bearing, or that the 
Gentile Titus, being actually present, might give him an accurate 
measure of his power to withstand the Judseo-Christian demands. 
There is no trace in the Epistle to the Galatians of any compliance 
on the part of the Apostle, and that which, according to the Acts 
of the Apostles, was done with the most willing agreement of the 
elder Apostles, was, according to the assurances of the Apostle 
himself, the result of the most powerful opposition, the most 
energetic repulsion of the most decided pressure. Not for a 
moment even, says the Apostle, did I give place to them by the 
subjection required of me, in order that the truth of the Gospel, 
the principles of true Christianity as freed from Judaism, might be 
upheld and carried on in the churches founded by me. 1 The 

1 Nothing can be more absurd than the explanation given, not merely by a 
Tertullian, c. Marc. v. 3, but even by commentators of the most modern times, 
of the passage Galatians ii. 4, according to which nepLer^rjOr] must be added to 
bid be — yjftvbabeXcfiovs, and Titus therefore must have been circumcised, if not 
by compulsion, still out of tender regard to the false brethren. If Titus were 
circumcised for the sake of the false brethren, how can the Apostle say without 
the greatest contradiction that he “did not give place by subjection, no, not for 
an hour”? The affairs of the Gentile Christians could not be separated from those 
of the Jewish Christians ; he would have surrendered his principles if Titus had 
been circumcised. That his resistance was one of principle is testified by the 
emphatic ovfie, ii. 5. How can such passages as these be misunderstood ? and 
how can the historical inquiry into Primitive Christianity be founded on such 
misapprehensions ? The broken language employed by the Apostle, verse 4, is 
certainly hard to interpret; but as far as we can gather the sense, it is this :— 
it was the false brethren who raised this dispute about circumcision, and obliged 
me to take this decisive step towards the maintenance of my Gospel principles. 
The TrapelcraKTOL \j/€vbdbeX(f)oi are those tlv€s kclt€X66vt€S airb tt]s *1 ovbaias of 
whom the Acts speaks, xv. 1. They were thus called by the Apostle because 
they came to Antioch as members of the church at Jerusalem, Gal. ii. 4, in order 
to investigate on the spot the report which had reached Jerusalem, that in 
Antioch the Mosaic law was completely shaken off, and then that they might 
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Apostles themselves wrought no change in my views and principles, 
least of all by confronting me as the So/covvres elval ti, as if this 
gave them an authority to which I as well as others was obliged 
humbly to bow and submit myself. “ The question is not,” says the 
Apostle, with a well-reasoned consciousness of his evangelical 
freedom, “ what a man’s outward position or personal authority is ; 
even if he were an Apostle and chief of the church at Jerusalem, 
it makes no matter to me! A merely outward condition of this 
kind can be of no importance to me. God looketh not at the out¬ 
ward and personal. The point was simply what arguments they 
had to bring forward against me; but as little on this ground as 
on the other did I find any reason for deserting the principles on 
which I had acted up to that time. Tor they brought nothing 
against me that I was forced to concede to them, or that I could 
appropriate as a correction or addition to my views. So little was 
this the case, that on the contrary they were obliged to acknowledge 
how well grounded and reasonable my views and modes of action 

immediately seek to enforce their own stringent Jewish principles. What the 
Apostle means by the insinuating nature of these people, which he expresses in 
the phrases napcio-aKToL xjsevdad. and 7 rapeiarj'kdov, refers simply to their coming 
as Jewish Christians into a Gentile Christian Church like that of Antioch, in order 
to introduce into that Church certain principles which, until then, were unknown 
in it, and which seemed to be in opposition to Gospel truth. The whole point of 
view would he altered if, as is generally done by interpreters, we take the Apostle 
as having considered these persons to he irapeicr. x/sevdad. not merely in reference 
to the church at Antioch, but to the Christian Church generally, because they 
were enemies of Christian freedom. The Christian freedom which they opposed 
existed only in Antioch; nothing was known of it in Jerusalem, where, on the 
contrary, the Mosaic law was held binding on Christians in all its force. There¬ 
fore it is not to be overlooked that these were interfering and false brethren only 
in their relation to the church at Antioch, but not to that at Jerusalem ; to this 
latter they belonged, and in it their zeal for the law would only be reckoned as 
a proof of their orthodoxy. Here first in the history a decided difference presents 
itself between Jewish and Gentile Christianity; what was looked upon in Antioch 
as a servitude in direct opposition to the idea of Christian freedom, was considered 
in Jerusalem as true and genuine Christianity. We also see undoubtedly that 
this question was first touched upon in Jerusalem at this time. Therefore it is 
an incorrect remark of De Wette’s, that “the Jewish-Christians who came to 
Antioch went later on to Jerusalem itself.” Whence could they have come to 
Antioch if not from Jerusalem ? and where else could the principles which they 
maintained have prevailed but at Jerusalem ? 
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were. Instead, therefore, of my Gospel of Gentile Christianity 
being, as was imagined on the Judseo-Christian side, quite un¬ 
grounded and untenable as compared with Jewish Christianity, its 
independence was fully acknowledged.” But this acknowledgment 
was by no means made at the beginning: the Apostle obtained it 
by means of argument, the chief points of which he shortly indicates, 
Gal. ii. 7, etc. His enemies came to be convinced that the Gospel of 
uncircumcision was confided to him, as that of circumcision had been 
to Peter, or, in other words, that there existed not only a Jewish 
Christianity, but also a Gentile Christianity, independent of Judaism. 
Thus they were brought to acknowledge that the Gentiles might 
have a share in the Messianic salvation directly, without first 
becoming Jews. In the complete self-assurance of his standpoint, 
the Apostle places himself in opposition to Peter, so that we have 
before us man against man, teacher against teacher, one Gospel 
against another, one apostolic office against another, and the argu¬ 
ment on which the Apostle relies in this encounter is the decided 
actual success to which he is able to refer. The Apostle says (ii. 
8 , in the words 6 yap evepyr\aa<z UeTpa) eU airo<JToXr)v 7775 TrepiTo/arj^ 
evrjpyrjcre kcli epuol eU ra edvrj), that he could not have accomplished 
so great a success as an Apostle among the Gentiles, if God, to 
whose operation this success must be referred, had not willed to 
establish by it the fact that there was in reality an evayyeXtov T779 
aKpoftvGTLa?. The reality of the animating principle is concluded 
teleologically from the reality of the consequences. The meaning of 
the Apostle’s words is,—“I am in.fact the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
and could never have converted the Gentiles to the Gospel if I 
had not grounded my Gospel on. the foundation of freedom from 
the law; who then will maintain against me that this form of the 
Gospel has not an equal right of existence ? indeed it could not 
have had any existence at all if it had not been the will of God 
that it should exist.” In this manner the Apostle appeals to the 
results of his efforts in the cause of Christianity as a proof that he 
was a true and genuine Apostle of Christ. In the same sense he 
speaks in the following words of the grace given him, understanding 
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by it the divine principle lying at the root of his apostolic activity, 
without which supposition these consequences themselves would 
be quite inexplicable. The Jewish Apostles could not but acknow¬ 
ledge this; they could not deny the facts, and neither could they 
see in them the operation of an ungodly, unchristian principle. 
They gave to him and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, 
recognised them as equally accredited companions with themselves 
in the work of the Gospel; and by so doing promised to put no 
hindrance in their way, even if they continued as hitherto to spread 
the Gospel among the Gentiles without imposing the law on them. 
So far did the agreement then extend : yet it is not to be thought 
that a full reconciliation took place at this time between the opposing 
views and principles. The Koivtovla was a separation, as well as an 
agreement; the agreement was simply that the one party should 
go eh ra eOvrj, the other eh t rjv irepiropLrjv, i.e . the Jewish Apostles 
could really allege nothing against the principles on which Paul 
founded his evangelical labours, and were obliged so far to recognise 
them ; but this recognition was a mere outward one ; they left it to 
him to work further on these principles in the cause of the Gospel 
among the Gentiles; but they would have nothing to do with these 
principles for themselves. The apostolic sphere of operation there¬ 
fore became divided into two parts; there was an evayyeXiov r?}? 
7 T€piTOfjLr}<;, and an evayyeXiov T 77 ? dtcpo (Sven las ; an d7roaro\ri eh 
t rjv 7 repLTofirjVj and an a7roaToi\rj eh rd eQvrj : in one the Mosaic 
law had force, in the other it had none, and these two systems 
simply co-existed without being in any way harmonised .' 1 

1 If we place before us the facts as they really took place, how striking does the 
conversion of Cornelius appear, to which Peter refers at the opening of his dis¬ 
course at Jerusalem (Acts xv. 7). Peter is made to say, “Men and brethren, 
ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles 
by my mouth should hear the word of the Gospel, and believe. And God, who 
knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he 
did unto us ; and put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by 
faith.” Who can help detecting here a consistent adherence to a plan on the part 
of the author, and who can fail to see the necessity of meeting the statements in 
the Acts in the same logical sequence in which they are made ? Just as little as 
Peter could have spoken at Jerusalem in so Pauline a manner as the author of the 
Acts of the Apostles represents him to have done, could he have appealed to the 
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The standpoint which the elder Apostles occupied over against 
Paul cannot be sufficiently kept before us. It is as clear as 
possible that at this time at least, fourteen years after the con¬ 
version of the Apostle Paul, their circle of vision did not extend 
beyond Judaism. They knew nothing at all of a direct Gentile 
Christianity, it existed without any co-operation from their side; 
they had still to be brought to recognise it by Paul, and their 
recognition appeared entirely as a concession forced from them. 
They could do no otherwise, for they were not in a condition to 
resist the strength of circumstances and the overpowering personal 
influence of Paul. But they only consented not to oppose the 
Pauline Christianity, which with regard to their principles they 
should in consistency have done; they stipulated also that they 
should be allowed to hold themselves passive towards it, or in one 
word to ignore it. As the matter then stood, only two alternatives 
presented themselves. Either the Jewish Apostles agreed with 

transactions with Cornelius. The one cannot be separated from the other. But 
if he cannot have appealed to what took place with Cornelius, what security have 
we that the conversion of Cornelius, as the Acts of the Apostles relates it, really 
took place ? Is it not clear that the same motive from which the author makes 
the Apostle Peter refer to such an occurrence, may have led him to insert the 
story in his work as he has done ? He who represents Peter as saying what he 
could not under the circumstances have said, raises a prejudice against himself, 
and gives rise to the suspicion that in other points also the statement may not be 
very strictly historical. Peter is made to acknowledge that liberal view of the 
Mosaic law and the principles dependent” on it, not only when the pressure of 
circumstances and the imposing presence of the Apostle Paul left him but little 
choice. He is made to do this long before, and in a manner which showed that 
he did so, not under the authority of any other man, but through the immediate 
impulse of the divine Spirit. In this way not only is Peter’s apostolic indepen¬ 
dence secured, but those more liberal views on which the Pauline preaching of the 
Gospel was based are invested with divine sanction even before the Apostle Paul 
himself entered on the sphere of his labours. How thoroughly it is the intention 
of the author of the Acts of the Apostles to found upon the conversion of Cornelius, 
and to make the chief idea of Pauline Christianity appear to have been implied 
in it, is shown also in the thought contained in Acts xv. 9, “ And put no difference 
between 11 s and them, purifying our hearts by faith.” That things held to be 
unclean might not be unclean, is set forth in the conversion of Cornelius and the 
vision accompanying it, and as already, x. 43, the participation in the forgiveness 
of sins is made to depend upon faith in Jesus, so, xv. 9, the Pauline is set 

up as the true principle of the relation which enjoys God’s favour. 
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the Apostle Paul in the principles of his evayyeXiov cucpo- 
/3v<ttui$, or not. If they agreed with him, they ought to have 
considered it a duty to work with him for the conversion of the 
Gentiles, else they would not be carrying out their apostolic office 
to the full extent to which they knew it ought to be carried out; 
they would have recognised theoretically as true and right what 
by their practical behaviour they declared objectionable. If they 
did not agTee with him, they ought not to have yielded as much as 
they really did; they could not consider it as a matter of no 
moment, that with regard to the Gentiles the principle should be 
promulgated that salvation could be obtained without Judaism, 
without the observance of the Mosaic law. They could not 
recognise this principle without also recognising an obligation to 
work not merely for the evayyeXiov T779 Trepirop,'?)?, but also for 
the evayyeXiov ri 79 aKpo/ 3 vaTia 9. They did not do this; and as 
we must hold them to have been sincere in the concession made to 
the Apostle Paul, we must conclude that they were in an unsettled 
state regarding these views and opinions, which necessarily 
involved them in contradictions and inconsequences. They 
could bring nothing forward in refutation of the principles and 
facts which the Apostle Paul made use of against them, and still 
they could not free themselves from the limited standpoint of 
Judaism on which they had hitherto stood. As they had now 
made a concession by giving the right hand of fellowship, nothing 
else remained than to assume as indifferent a position as possible 
towards Pauline Christianity. We have here presented to us, with 
tolerable clearness, the origin of those two sections of Jewish 
Christianity, with which we become more nearly acquainted in the 
history of the succeeding period. There grew up within Jewish 
Christianity itself a strict and a liberal party. The stricter one 
wished to impose on Gentile Christians also the general principle 
that there was no salvation apart from Judaism, which all Jewish 
Christians held alike, and this to its full significance and practical 
issues. This class of Jewish Christians could not remain in¬ 
different to the Pauline Christianity, it was forced to fight against 


128. 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part I. 


it, to insist that if the Gentiles were to be called to a participation 
in the salvation of the Messianic kingdom—and they could not 
object to this; it had in fact been done—it must be on the con¬ 
dition that they should not be pronounced free from the observance 
of the law. They saw perfectly well that if the necessity of the 
law was not recognised in the case of the Gentile Christians, the 
absolute importance of Judaism was at an end. They were there¬ 
fore the declared opponents of the Apostle Paul, and introduced 
themselves into all the churches founded by him, that after he had 
accomplished their conversion to the Gospel they might follow 
with the condition without which, they represented, it never 
should have taken place, and must be perfectly fruitless, namely, 
the imposition of the law. The more liberal party was in principle 
in harmony with the stricter one,—only after the concessions made 
by the Jewish Apostles to the Apostle Paul, they could not oppose 
him practically in the same manner; they renounced the carrying 
out of their principles, which consistency might have demanded, 
and limited their operations to Judaism. We cannot but think 
that the Jewish Apostles were at the head of this party; but the 
other, which, as the strict and consistent one, felt itself in no way 
hampered as to its practical activity by any vagueness of opinion, 
must from the very nature of the case have been destined to grow 
into greater historical importance. In the period immediately 
succeeding these transactions at Jerusalem, it became apparent 
how the two parties were related to each other, and how one had 
got the upper hand of the other. 

In the closest connection with these party relations stands that 
scene between Paul and Peter at Antioch, which from the earliest 
times bore such evil notoriety, and is so important in helping us to 
determine the standpoint of the two parties. If the elder Apostles 
had been firmly and clearly convinced of the merely relative value 
of the law and its worthlessness in comparison with the grace of 
the Gospel, how could Peter have been guilty of such double dealing 
towards the Gentile Christians in Antioch ? He acted thus, as we 
learn, from a timid regard to the Jerusalem Jewish Christians who 
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visited Antioch. That visit is of itself enough to show that this 
resolution at Jerusalem cannot have been taken as the Acts of 
the Apostles represents it to have been, with the general consent of 
the whole community. How could the same Peter have so acted 
whom the Acts of the Apostles had shown shortly before as speak¬ 
ing in so decidedly Pauline a manner, and this indeed in Jerusalem 
itself before the whole Church, a few members of which afterwards 
proved sufficient to excite anxious timidity in the Apostle’s mind ? 
How striking and abrupt is here the contrast between Paul and 
Peter! How open and unsparing is Paul’s censure ! How severe 
and vehement his speech! How keenly he exposes the contradiction 
in which Peter found himself involved through his irresolution ! 
The Acts of the Apostles indeed says nothing of all this. In a 
representation deviating so much from the truth as this account 
of the transactions at Jerusalem, there could indeed be no place 
for a scene like this; and hence not only does this discrepancy 
between the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle to the Galatians 
become more apparent, but it also becomes indubitable that the 
silence of the Acts of the Apostles with regard to so public an 
occurrence is an intentional one. Where we expect to find the dis¬ 
pute between Peter and Paul mentioned, the Acts of the Apostles 
only speaks of a 7rapo%vcrpLb<; between Paul and Barnabas, and even 
this quarrel is assigned to another cause than that spoken of GaL 
ii. 13. If this work feels it necessary to make some mention of a 
quarrel which happened at this time, why is it silent as to the 
chief cause of the quarrel from which certainly even this irap- 
oZvapLos arose ? This is for the same reason for which it did not 
dare to mention the name of Titus, who was mixed up with these 
events, in the list of the friends and companions of the Apostle. 1 

1 Instead of the uncircumcised Titus, the circumcised Timothy is spoken of 
again and again. That the same Paul who in Jerusalem resisted with all his 
might the proposal to circumcise Titus for the sake of the Jews and Jewish 
Christians, should soon after himself have caused Timothy to be circumcised from 
regard to the same persons, Acts xvi. 3, belongs undoubtedly to the simply 
incredible side of the Acts of the Apostles. This act would have been the very same 
denial of principle on the part of Paul. That Timothy had up to this time never 
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We see clearly that it wishes to throw a concealing veil over all 
these occurrences in Jerusalem and Antioch, and by the mention of 
the less important quarrel between Paul and Barnabas, to divert 
attention from the chief fact and chief subject of the dispute. 
Nothing could be more abhorrent to its apologetic and conciliatory 
tendency than the renewal of a subject which made the Apostle 
Paul appear in so unfavourable a light in the eyes of the Jewish 
Christians,—an event of which the offensive impression (as we 
gather from many quarters) operated for so long a period after its 
occurrence, that even at that time every effort must have been 
made to soften it as much as possible, and to cause the whole 
affair to be forgotten. 1 This treatment made it possible at 


been circumcised, although his mother was a Jewess, would seem to indicate that 
he chose to be reckoned as a Gentile, like his father. If he were now circumcised 
as a Gentile, and by the wish of the Apostle, in order that he might not be any 
longer looked on as a Gentile, as his father was, Acts xvi. 3, what could 
either Jews or Gentiles think on the subject, but that it was a proof that circum¬ 
cision was not so indifferent a thing in the Apostle’s eyes as he had once considered 
it ? This deed performed on Timothy stands in the most evident contradiction, not 
only to Gal. ii. 3, but to Gal. iii. 28 and v. 11. Even if the submission to cir¬ 
cumcision on the part of Timothy was a completely voluntary act, as Olshausen 
takes care to maintain, the Apostle would never have allowed it to be performed 
on his companion, as by so doing he would have exposed himself to the merited 
reproach of want of principle, and inconsequence of reasoning. Whatever be the 
truth as to the circumcision of Timothy, the Aa/3 av irepurepev avrov, Acts xvi. 3, 
cannot be ascribed to the Apostle. 

1 How Paul is reproached in the pseudo-Clementine Homilies, 17, 18, for hav¬ 
ing said of Peter, Gal, ii. 11, that he was KaTeypcocrpepos ! E l KaTeyvcoapevov pe 
A eyas, Qeov tov dnoKaXy^avTos poi top Xpicrrov KaTrjyopeis Kai tov iirl d 7 roKa\vy^€i 
paKapiaaPTos pe KaTacfyepeis* Peter says this to the Magus Simon ; but that the 
Apostle Paul is meant, there is no doubt. In the writing from Peter to James, 
which stands at the head of the Homilies, it is said, Tipes ano t(op iBv&v to bi 
epov popipop aTreboKipacrap Krjpvypa , tov e)(6pov dvOpowrov dpopop tivcl Kai 
pdibrj 7rpo(rrjKdp€POL bibaaKaXiap. Kai ravra ert pov TrepioPTOs eirexeiprjo-ap tipcs 
7TOLKlXiaS TKTIP epprjPeiaiS TOVS epOVS Xoyovs. p€Ta(TXf)pCLTi^LV els TTjP TOV vopov 
KaTaXvo-iP . a)? Kai epov ovtch pkv (j)povovvTOs pf) ck Trappr)crias be Krjpvaa-oPTos , 
onep a7T€Lrj. This also refers to Gal. ii 12, only the affair is reversed. Instead of 
the assertion of Paul, that Peter really agreed with his (Paul’s) view of the Mosaic 
law, and that it had been a mere vnoKpiais in Peter to deny his true opinions out of 
fear of the Jewish Christians, we here find Peter protesting against the idea that 
for want of irapp^a-la he conceded more than his real opinions warranted in the way 
of the abolition of the law; this, he says, is a wilful perversion of his words. 
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any rate to excuse tlie harsh attitude of the Apostle towards 
Judaism, on the score that the event took place in the first period 
after his conversion, in which sense Tertullian says, c. Marc. I. 
20 , “Paulus adhuc in gratia rudis—ferventer, ut neophytus, 
adversus judaismum aliquid in conversatione reprehendendum 
existimavit." On the same grounds the modern interpreters, 
in their chronological discussions on the journey of the Apostle, 
Gal. ii. 1, place this at an earlier date, and take it as identical 
with the second journey in the Acts, that at xi. 30. They also 
appeal to the fact that the behaviour of the Apostle towards 
Judaism was afterwards much milder and more yielding. But 
what proof have we of this, if we do not get it from the Acts of the 
Apostles, whose contradiction of the Epistle to the Galatians is 
sufficiently evident ? What the Apostle says, 1 Corinthians ix. 20, 
“ that unto the Jews he became a Jew, that he might gain the 
Jews/' can certainly not be taken in a sense which would involve 
his denying essential principles. He can only have been a Jew 
unto the Jews in the same manner in which he was a Gentile to 
the Gentiles. The most certain proof that the Apostle continued 
in later times to hold the same views, and to regard his relation to 
the elder Apostles in the same light, is given by the Epistle to the 
Galatians itself, for how else could he express what he thought of 
the occurrences at]Antioch in such a manner, in a letter written not 
so short a time afterwards ? Hot the least word is said in mitiga¬ 
tion of the impression which must have been made by the long 
dispute between the two Apostles, which we are bound to suppose 
still continued at the time when the Apostle wrote. 

What the Acts of the Apostles mentions as the result of the 
apostolic conference in Jerusalem is also completely at variance 
with the Apostle's own accounts. On the motion of James it was 
resolved, as is related in the Acts, that the Gentiles should “ abstain 
from eating flesh offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, 
and from fornication." James, as has already been remarked, stood 
in a certain sense between the two chief parties, between the 
Pharisaic-minded zealots of the law on one side, and Barnabas, 
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Paul, and Peter on the other. His policy was that the Gentile 
Christians should neither be entirely freed from all regard to the 
Mosaic law, nor yet be subject to that which to those among them 
who were willing to accept Judaism always appeared as the 
heaviest burden of the law, and therefore must have been the chief 
obstacle, the greatest hindrance to the Gospel among the Gentiles, 
namely, circumcision. This resolution formally entered into by 
the whole assembly, was sent to the churches in Antioch, Syria, 
and Cilicia, in the shape of a missive drawn up in the name of the 
Apostles, presbyters, and brethren of the Church at Jerusalem, by 
the hands of delegates chosen from the midst of the Church at 
Jerusalem, accompanied to Antioch by Paul and Barnabas. The 
author of the Acts of the Apostles dwells purposely on the im¬ 
portance of this resolution. It was passed, say the letters, with a 
view of quieting men’s minds, and chasing away the anxious fears 
which were spread abroad by some who clung to circumcision and 
the strict observance of the Mosaic law. On this account it is 
expressly remarked what lively joy was awakened in Antioch by 
the arrival of the resolutions and the agreement as reported by the 
delegates between the Church at Jerusalem and that at Antioch. 
The author of the Acts of the Apostles refers again with evident in¬ 
tention to the existence of this decree. When not long afterwards 
Paul and Silas entered on a second missionary journey and visited 
the churches founded during the first, they “ delivered unto them,” 
Acts xvi. 4, “ the decrees ordained by the Apostles and Elders at 
Jerusalem, that they might thereby rule themselves ” (jrapehlhovv 
avTois (frvXaaaeiv rd ho^fxara rd Ketcpipueva vi to tcov air.), and the 
consequence of this was that the “churches were established in 
the faith, and increased in number daily.” So beneficially did 
this decree operate in the cause of the Gospel, so essentially did 
the further spread of the Gospel among the Gentiles depend on it. 
As the affair is here represented, the transactions at Jerusalem 
and the decree made there at that time, mark a very important 
epoch in the early history of Christianity : the critical question, 
whether Christianity should be subordinate to Judaism or not, 
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came to demand a solution, and was decided in favour of Chris¬ 
tianity. Should we not expect that the Apostle Paul would not 
have left so weighty a decree wholly unmentioned in his Epistle 
to the Galatians, when speaking of the very same transactions, and 
with reference to the question what understanding had been 
arrived at on each side ? The condition of the /coivcovla was, 'Iva 
rjfjLeis i*ev els ra edvrj, avrol Se els ttjv 7 repLTo/jLrjv —would not this 
have been an opportunity of mentioning the elements of harmony 
and mutual understanding which existed between the aTroaToXrj 
7T€pLTOfjLr}s and the a7roaTo\rj els ra edvrfy instead of placing them 
in such harsh opposition as is done by the words above quoted ? 
But we find in the Apostle’s writings not the slightest indication 
that any such important decree had been made at that time, but 
rather the most decided assurances to the contrary. The Apostle 
says expressly, ii. 10 , jjlovov tcov n rrco^cov Iva fivnyxopevco/jbev. The 
only condition which was attached to the independence of the 
Apostle in the sphere of his apostolic labours was then the fiv7]fjLo- 
veveiv tcov Tnco^covy which it is impossible to understand otherwise 
than as a conciliatory promise which the Apostle gave from love 
of peace, that he would engage to support the poor church at 
Jerusalem by contributions which he would collect in the churches 
of the Gentile Christians; and this, says the Apostle, he was “ also 
forward to do,” as we indeed find he was from his Epistles. But 
does not this fiovov exclude all other stipulations ? And how 
comes the Apostle to assert this promise of contributing to the 
poor, which after all was quite beside the main object of these 
deliberations, to have been the only condition that was made, when 
far more important conditions were made which bore directly upon 
the great matter under discussion, namely, the obligation of the 
Mosaic law ? Let it not be said that the /coivcovla spoken of here 
was merely one concluded between Paul and Barnabas on one side, 
and James, Peter, and John on the other, and that among all these, 
according to the Acts of the Apostles, no difference existed, so 
that there was no reason here for mentioning those other conditions 
which the Apostle must yet be held as implying: it has been 


134 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part I. 


already shown that one of the chief differences in the two accounts 
is that the parties who are described as engaged in the dispute are 
not the same. There can be no longer any idea of a reconciliation 
between the two accounts, but the difference already shown rather 
grows wider. We find a private conference instead of a public 
assembly, and a dispute between the Apostles themselves, instead of 
between the Apostles and the Pharisaic-minded members of the 
Church at Jerusalem; and now we cannot find the terms to the 
decree which, according to the Acts of the Apostles, was arrived at, 
and this for the natural reason that according to the Epistle to the 
Galatians such a decree never existed at all. That it is not acci¬ 
dentally omitted, with all that belongs to it, is incontestably shown 
in the Epistle to the Galatians, as also in the rest of the Apostle’s 
Epistles. In the Epistle to the Galatians the Apostle contends 
with the Judaising opponents, who were desirous of imposing 
circumcision on the Galatian Church as a necessary condition of 
salvation, Gal. v. 1 . In order to do this the Apostle explains his 
entire relation to the airoaToX/r] ttj 9 7 T€piTOfjLrj< What would 
forward this more than an appeal to the decree ? How could 
these opponents be better refuted than by a decree made in Jeru¬ 
salem itself, through which circumcision had been declared to be 
a burden as unbearable as it was unnecessary ? We may even go 
so far as to say that if he referred to this transaction at all, it was 
incumbent on the Apostle not to leave such a decree entirely 
unnoticed in a case on which it so especially bore. He could 
not be silent on it without prejudicing the truth of his narrative 
as well as his case against his opponents, as his statement would 
then be chargeable with keeping back the very gist of the whole 
history. What influence then can such a decree, which must have 
been of so great importance for the Gentile Christians, ever have 
had, if no use at all was made of it in a case like this, in which it 
was so eminently fitted to maintain the ground already won ? Just 
the same reasoning may be applied to the other provisions of 
this pretended decree. 

The Apostle is silent in a perfectly inexplicable manner on 
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another point, where we might expect not only a mention, but an 
express application of the decree. It is known how often in his 
Epistles he speaks from various reasons of eating flesh offered to 
idols. The matter in itself is neither right nor wrong to him, but 
he insists on the obligation of abstaining out of regard to the 
weaker Christian brethren. So the Apostle declares especially in 
1 Cor. viii. concerning the elScoXodvra , about which we can perceive 
he has been questioned by that part of the Corinthian Church to 
which his Epistle is specially addressed. This inquiry would not 
have been put, if, as the Acts of the Apostles implies, these decrees 
had been meant to be deposited in every church of Gentile Chris¬ 
tians, and if their observance was to be the condition of the 
Christian communion existing between the Gentile and Jewish 
Christians. But the Apostle himself, although he might be in¬ 
different to the question as to the eating of meat offered to idols on 
its own merits, and for his own person, could not have declared 
his indifference under such circumstances as these, because the 
observance of a positive command given for such a purpose could 
never have been a matter of indifference. It cannot be doubted 
that the Acts of the Apostles intends to convey the idea that all 
these commands were to be observed for the future in all the 
Gentile Christian churches. According to xv. 20 (compared with 
ver. 22 and with ver. 28, 29), ei u<tt€l\cu clvtol? (eOveai) tov dirdyza- 
6at diro royv aXcay,, it was resolved that it was indispensable that 
these conditions should be submitted to. Neither can we say that 
they were made merely in reference to the churches in Antioch, 
Syria, and Cilicia, because they were troubled at the time by these 
Judaising zealots, for the express remark of the author, xvi. 4, that 
they were delivered for observance to the churches in Derbe and 
Lystra by Paul himself on his arrival at those places, evidently 
implies that the same course was to be followed in all the new 
churches. It was on the same journey, moreover, that Paul arrived 
at Corinth and founded the church there. Neander also finds it 
worthy of remark (p. 260), that in regard to the disputes in the 
Christian church at Corinth, about the eating of meat offered to 
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idols, the Apostle did not appeal to the decree of the apostolic 
assembly at Jerusalem in order to establish the rules for the 
Gentile Christians with regard to this sacrificial meat. But with 
reference to this subject, as well as to the question of why he did not 
appeal to the authority of those decrees in dealing with the Jewish 
Christians who wished to enforce circumcision on the Gentiles, 
Xeander explains, that it is characteristic of Paul that he does not 
appeal to a positive outward command, to a i/o/zov, but to the inner 
law in the conscience of the believer, to what the spirit of the 
Gospel itself demanded Xeander must himself have felt how 
unsatisfactory this explanation is, for he remarks further, “ It seems, 
although the observance of this decree was firmly established by 
the Apostles in Palestine, that beyond Palestine it had but very 
little authority. As this decree depended on a mutual agreement, 
it must follow that as one of the parties, the Jewish Christians, 
did not fulfil the conditions, since they refused to acknowledge the 
uncircumcised as brethren, the agreement ceased to have any 
binding force for the Gentile Christians, who, through the observ¬ 
ance of this decree, would have been brought into nearer communion 
with the Jewish Christians.” Xeander here grants so much, that 
from what he concedes we have simply to draw the obvious conclu¬ 
sion. How did it happen that these decrees were of so little weight 
out of Palestine, the district for which alone they were designed, 
that the Jewish Christians did not fulfil the conditions, and indeed 
never had fulfilled them from the beginning ? For if those r^e? 
ciTTo 'laK&fiov could appear in such open and decided opposition 
to the decrees so soon after the council at Jerusalem, and that too 
at Antioch, in the very church for which the decrees were ordained, 
we can only conclude how little weight they had ever had at all. 
And if they depended on a mutual agreement, how comes it that 
there was never any remonstrance raised by the Gentile Christians, 
the party injured by the violation 1 If we conclude it to have 
been in favour of the Gentile Christians that the obligation to 
observe these decrees was removed, we cannot see what interest 
could ever have been served by concluding such an agreement 
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The original state of the case was that each side looked at the law 
as it liked. But when the Jewish Christians wished to enforce cir¬ 
cumcision on the Gentile Christians, this mediating agreement must 
have been concluded for the greater tranquillity of the Gentile Chris¬ 
tians, who now saw themselves freed, with the consent of the Jewish 
Christians, from the observance of this burdensome part of the law. 
If, however, the Jewish Christians did not hold to their agreement, 
if they insisted afresh on circumcision, the tranquillity which the 
agreement had bestowed on the Gentile Christians would be 
disturbed, and they would find themselves plunged again into a 
restless state of uncertainty as to whether they could be saved 
without circumcision. But if now, so shortly after the agreement 
had been made, they found it possible to disregard it altogether, 
it may be fairly argued that they might have been tranquillised 
before without any such agreement at all, and we cannot avoid 
coming to the conclusion that laws which not only were never 
kept, but whose existence was not called for by any special need, 
can never have been made at all. It is true that Neander appeals 
to Acts xxi. 25 as a proof that the Apostles always held fast to the 
observance of these decrees in Palestine, but this passage only 
bears testimony to the interest which the author of the Acts of 
the Apostles had in calling to remembrance the decrees mentioned 
by him in a former place. There is no proof outside of the Acts 
of the observance of these decrees, and only such proof, if it were 
forthcoming, would be worthy of credit. It is not by any means 
likely that the Apostles even held fast to the authority of these 
decrees in Palestine. Por why should they have done so ? Only 
to compel the Jewish Christians to recognise the decrees in their 
relations with Gentile Christians. But if so little resulted from 
this exercise of their influence as the history shows, how powerless 
must the authority of the Apostles have been with the Jewish 
Christians!—is it not more likely that the recognition of these 
decrees was not enforced, or that the decrees never existed at all! 

However small the probability that these decrees were observed, 
or even that they existed at that time, they certainly existed at a 
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later period. Even Neander remarks, “ It was later that these 
decrees received a more binding authority through the predomi¬ 
nance of another tendency in the Church” Those latter conditions 
show us from what point of view we have to consider the agree¬ 
ment which the Acts refers to the earlier period; but one thing 
is certain, that history does not trace the validity which these 
arrangements subsequently took to their having had the force 
of law in the early Church. From the earliest date the Gentile 
and Jewish Christians had stood in opposition to each other 
with regard to circumcision; whilst the latter firmly adhered 
to it, the former in no way recognised any obligation to adopt it, 
but considered baptism to be its outward and perfectly sufficient 
substitute. The situation of affairs at that time is precisely 
indicated by what the Apostle Paul says in opposition to those 
zealots for the law who, as members of the Church of Palestine, or 
at least under its influence, maintained the necessity of circum¬ 
cision in the churches founded by the Apostle out of Palestine. 
Galatians v. 2, compared with iii. 27 : v lSe eyco Ilavkos Xeyoy 
vjjbtVy ore eav rreptrepiv^adey Xptaro ? vpua^ ovSev ^cjieXrjaer oaoc 
<yap el? Xpicrrov e/3a7rTca0r]T€, Xptarov eveSvaaaOe, ov/c eve 
'IovEalo? ovEe ''EWrjv. The next step that was taken was the 
leaving off of circumcision by the Jewish Christians, not indeed 
in Palestine, where the Ebionites and Nazarenes still continued 
strong adherents to the Mosaic law, but amongst the foreign 
Jewish Christians, the Hellenists, who thus show in this point how 
important an element they were in the most ancient history of 
the Christian Church, as a reconciling medium between Jews and 
Gentiles, thus preparing the path which Christianity itself was to 
follow. How this took place is not distinctly evident, as there is 
a lack of information; still some hints are afforded which are 
worthy of consideration. It is striking to find with what contempt 
circumcision is treated in the Epistle of Barnabas, which if we do 
not take it as having been written by the Barnabas known to us, 
still must be considered to be a Hellenistic work, from its having the 
name Barnabas attached to it. “ Now first,” says the author, chap. 
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ix., in a series of allegorical interpretations by which he endeavours 
to elucidate the meaning of the Old Testament, “ are our ears cir¬ 
cumcised for the right understanding of the divine words. The 
circumcision on which they placed their trust is now recognised as 
null and void, for God intended no carnal circumcision, they fell 
into error, being deceived by an evil angel.” Here we have cir¬ 
cumcision as it was observed by the Jews as a law of Moses, even 
ascribed to demoniacal influence. In the Epistles of Ignatius 
there is a difference made in the same way between an outer and 
an inner circumcision, and a true and false Judaism. 1 Another 
remarkable sign of the change in the views and customs of the 
Hellenists with regard to circumcision is given us by the Clemen¬ 
tine Homilies. There is no other memorial which so clearly 
testifies as does this document to the influence which Judaism 
extended over Christianity down to the second half of the second 
century. Although Judaism is so very predominant in it, there 
is not the least question of circumcision, but so much the more 
the importance of baptism and the new birth is held up as a 
means for the renunciation of heathenism (the a^eW^viaOrjvaiy 
Horn. xiii. 9), and the command of James to the elders of the 
Church at Jerusalem not to yield up the discourses of Peter sent 
to him to any one but a circumcised believer, is the only trace 
of a reference to the ancient value attached to circumcision. 
Without doubt this rejection of circumcision had its ground in the 
conviction that the Gentiles could never be won over by any 
other means. How eager the Hellenistic Jewish Christians were 
for the supplanting of Paganism and the spread of the only true 
religion, is seen also in these Homilies by their making their 
Apostle Peter entirely an Apostle to the Gentiles. The Acts 
of the Apostles also takes up this point of view, when it makes 
the increase that the Christian Church received from the Gentiles 
entirely owing to the change. But the more that the Jew yielded to 

1 Epistle to the Philadelphians, c. 6. He who proclaims the one God of the 
Law and the Prophets, and denies that Christ is the Son of God, is a liar, /cat 
eorty 6 toiovto? rrjs narco TrepLTOfirjs yj/evdoiovdaios. 
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the Gentile with regard to circumcision, with the greater justice 
could the observance and consideration of the Mosaic law, wherever 
possible, be urged on the Gentile. The very points which are 
mentioned in the Acts as the conditions of release from the 
obligation of circumcision, we find, as far as we can learn, to be 
the standing rules of Christian conduct in the apostolic time. 
When the Apostle Paul wrote his first Epistle to the Corinthians 
there was still a doubt in regard to elBcoXodvra. Yet even the 
Apostle advises their rejection, not only on account of the regard 
which ought to be paid to weaker Christians, but also because 
the enjoyment of them would be fierce tv rpaire^ Scu/jlovicov, 
1 Corinthians x. 21. This became afterwards the prevailing view. 
In this sense the Clementine Homilies, vii. 4, enjoin the dire^ecr- 
Oat t paired SaipLovicov, and it was especially urged against 
the Gnostics, as they were generally looked upon as partly 
heathens, that they declared elScoXcOvra eo-Qieiv to be a thing 
indifferent and not defiling. In the period in which the Church 
first emerged as a whole out of heterogeneous elements, it held 
fast to the dire^eaQat tov rrrvL/crov kcu tov alpLaros (from the 
flesh of beasts which were killed by strangling, which were 
strangled in their blood, and from blood generally 1 ). All this 
is connected with the views which prevailed in the first Christian 
Churches about heathenism, founded on the Jewish representa¬ 
tions of demons as being the gods of the heathen world, and 
indeed the originators of heathenism generally. 2 The most re¬ 
markable in the series of the apostolic ordinances is, however, the 

1 In the Epistle of the Gallic Churches of Paris and Vienna, in Eusebius, H.E. 
v. 1, it is said, in reference to the well-known reproach made against the Chris¬ 
tians, t tcos av TTaibia (f)dyoi€V oi roiovroi, ole prjbe akoycov £cbcov alpa (jyayclv 
if;6 v. 

2 This connection is alluded to in Origen contra Celsum, viii. 30, to pcv yap 
(IdcoXo^vTou Overai baipoviois <a\ ov xpr\ tov tov Qeov avOpcoirov koivcovov Tpanefys 
baipov'uov yLvecrdai, Ta be ttviktcl , tov aiparos pr) inKpiOevTos oirep (fraa'iv eivat 
Tpocprjv baipovcov, Tp€<fio/jL€vcov rals an avrov avadvpiaaco-iv anayopevei 6 \6yos 
tva pt] Tpa(f>cop€V rpocfifi daipovcov , ra^a tivcov toiovtcov nvcvparcov a-vvTpacprjao- 
pevcov rjp7v iav pcTaXapfidvcopev tcov nviKTcov be tcov elprjpevcov nepl tcov nviKTcov 
cra<p€s elvai bvvarai to nepl ttjs dnox^s tov alpaTos. 
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aire^ecrOaL rr}<; iropvela ?. Interpreters rightly find it very striking 
that, as Neander expresses it (p. 166, Bohn, 120), along with the dis¬ 
ciplinary ordinances, which were appointed for a certain time and 
certain conditions, we should find the prohibition of uncleanness— 
a law for all times and dealing with matters of objective morality. 
Neander, however, is of opinion that “the connection in which this 
prohibition stands, gives the best explanation of the cause and 
relations of the mention of this particular: iropveia is here only 
mentioned in the same reference as the foregoing points, on account 
of the close connection in which they seemed to the Jews to stand 
with the worship of idols; men were already accustomed from the 
writings of the Old Testament to associate idolatry with immor¬ 
ality ; excesses of this sort are really bound up with many branches 
of idolatry, and in general a strict idea of chastity is very far 
removed from the standpoint of natural religions. There is no 
question here of any special moral precept of Christianity; had 
there been, the command would not have been given as a positive 
one in this isolated way, but would have been deduced from the 
whole connection of the Christian Faith and Life, as is done in the 
Epistles of the Apostle. All that comes before us here is the 
ancient Jewish hostility to anything which might appear to have 
any connection with idolatry, and this hostility passed over into 
the new Christian Churches.” This explanation I cannot consider 
satisfactory. For how could a special prohibition against partici¬ 
pation in the immorality which was bound up with the Gentile 
idolatry have seemed necessary to Christians if they did not need 
the inculcation of the prohibition in general? Only he who 
held immorality in general to be a thing indifferent, could hold it as 
a thing allowed when in connection with Gentile idolatry. But a 
prohibition against the immorality of the Gentile idolatry must 
have been the less necessary for Christians, as, with the prohibi¬ 
tion of participation in the elScoXoOvra , there fell away every 
occasion for the immorality bound up with it. If we take the 
iropvela in the sense Neander does, we do not perceive why 
the aireyecrOai iropvela ? should find a special place close to the 
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airkyeaQai elScoXodvrcov, as it is included in it, and sucli a use¬ 
less addition is not to be expected in formal definitions of this 
kind ; we therefore see ourselves again reduced to the necessity of 
taking the iropvela in a general sense, and the airkyeadai Tropveicu ? 
as a general moral precept; and this, as has been acknowledged, 
is highly unlikely. What Olshausen gives as the only true explana¬ 
tion is equally untenable, namely, “ that we must bear in mind 
the much greater freedom in sexual relations among the Greeks 
and Eomans, which was an abomination to the more serious Jews, 
and seemed to them even as refined fornication. By means of an 
expression which comprised not merely gross but refined errors of 
this kind, greater care and circumspection in their intercourse 
with the female sex were recommended to the Gentile Christians, 
in order that no cause of offence might be given to the Jewish 
Christians.” But who can believe that all this is expressed in the 
word 7 Topvela'l How vague and arbitrary would be the whole 
idea of this 7 ropvela, while such legal definitions ought to have a 
precise meaning and be applied to a precise object. As the rest 
of the ordinances related to special and definite circumstances, 
this must be assumed to be the case with the iropvela as well. 
In this view the explanation of Gieseler (in the Abhandlung iiber 
die Maz. u. Eb. in Staiidl. u. Tzsch. Arch. f. K G. p. 312) deserves 
preference over every other, and we cannot but wonder how 
Meander and Olshausen have left it entirely disregarded. Von 
Gieseler, following some older scholars, supposes that 7 ropvela 
here may mean incest, which deserved special mention, as among 
Gentile nations unions among blood relations were held admis¬ 
sible. This is the meaning the word iropvela has at 1 Corinthians 
v. 1. When further we remember that in that period of the 
Christian Church, to which the most ancient post-apostolic memo¬ 
rials which have reached us belong, the contracting of second 
marriages was looked on as fornication and adultery, and was so 
designated by the oldest Christian authors, we can the less have 
any doubt that the word Tropvela here indicates marriage relations, 
which, according to the view prevailing at that time among Chris- 
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tians, were considered unlawful, and held to be tokens of an 
unchaste and carnal mind. This explanation suits very well with 
the context. For as partaking in the Gentile sacrifices and the 
eating of things strangled, and of blood, were looked on as a 
Gentile pollution, because through them men were brought into 
communion with demons, the gods of the Gentiles, so also did illicit 
marriage unions, and the contracting of second marriages, appear 
along with them to lead away from the true God, and to be in 
conflict with Monotheism. He who contracted so unchaste a 
union gave evidence by such an act that he, as the Clementine 
Homilies express it, had no monarchical soul, i.e. no soul capable 
of directing itself towards the highest unity. We must here 
remember the Old Testament representation of the chosen people, 
that they owed, as it were, marriage fidelity to God, and the Hew 
Testament idea of the union of Christ with the Church as his 
Bride, in the light of which, as Christian marriage is spoken of in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, vi. 22, each union between man and 
wife becomes a symbol of that holy indissoluble relation. Hence 
it was required of the overseer of a Christian Church, in fact this 
is mentioned first among the qualifications of the eTrlaKOTros, 1 Tim. 
iii. 2, that he should be pua? 7 vvcu/co<t avrfp. From this point of 
view, everything about married life which was not in harmony 
with the Christian standard could be designated as an idolatrous, 
Gentile 7 ropvela. 

All these directions which are alleged to have been given at 
that early period in Jerusalem, bear unmistakably the impress of 
a time in which the relations of the Gentile Christians were thus 
defined, not indeed towards the Jewish Christians of Palestine, 
who would abate nothing of the strictness of the Mosaic law, and 
could not sanction such relaxations of its demands, but towards 
the more liberal-minded foreign Hellenists. Whilst there is not 
the least hint in the Pauline Epistles as to the agreement which, 
according to the Acts of the Apostles, was so formally arranged in 
Jerusalem (for in 1 Corinthians v. 1, if the matter dealt with 
there is connected with our subject, we find no such hint), in all 
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the post-apostolic writers, on the other hand, all these points are 
represented as the existing fixed rules of the Christian life. How 
likely is it therefore that the author of the Acts of the Apostles 
himself belonged to this later time, that in this apostolic council 
at Jerusalem he carries back to the earlier apostolic period, and 
refers to a decree of the Apostles themselves, that which had now 
become the settled practice of the Christian life in the relations 
which Jewish and Gentile Christians held to each other ? The 
pseudo-Clementine Homilies place us in just the same sphere of 
practical questions. When the Apostle Peter, in his character of 
Apostle to the Gentiles, organised the Gentile Churches founded 
by him in Tyre and Sidon, he gave them the following precepts, 
Horn. vii. 4, 8 :—Ean Be rd dpea/covra t &> ©ea> — TpaTrefy? 
Bacpiovcov direyeaOaLy ve/cpa <? per) yeveaOau aap/co <?, jjltj yfraveiv 
atpLCLTos, e/c 7ra^To? aTToXveaOcu (or according to Cotelier’s emenda¬ 
tion, aTroXoveadcu), XvpLaTO?, ra Se \onrd evl X07&), oaa 0 eov 
ceftovres rj/covaav ’lovBalot, /cal ipLels aKovaare airavres, ev 
ttoWols adpuaaiv putav yvwpLTjv dva\a/3dvres, The Apostle left 
this precept behind him at Tyre, and when he went from thence 


to Sidon, he there gave a similar one : 'H Se vnr 


(God) 


optaOetaa OpTja/cela eartv • to pidvov avrov aefieiv, /cal rd> rr )<? 
d\7)0€La<; /Jbdvq) maTevetv TrpofpTjTy, /cat eU acfreaiv apbapricov / 3 a 7 T- 
TLaOrjvaiy /cal ovreo Bid dyvordr 779 /3acf)f}<; dvayevvrjdrjvai ©ea> Bid 
tov (tcd^ovtos vBaro^ TpaTTetfls Baifiovcov firj pLeraXapifidveiVy \eyco 
Se elBcoXodvrcov, ve/cpcov , irvucrdov OrjpLaXcorcoVy a'lpLaros, puq a/ca- 
Odprax; fiiovv , airo /coin 7 ? yvvaucos \ovea6ai, avrds puev /cal atyeBpov 
(f/vXcLTTeiVy irdvra 9 Se acoc^povelv, eviroieivy pur] aBi/cecVy etc. If we 
deduct from this what belongs especially to the Clementine view 
of Christianity, and if we take into consideration that baptism is 
here put in the place of the circumcision which had been aban¬ 
doned, we have the four points presented to us in the Acts of the 
Apostles. For there can be no doubt that the purj d/caOdprco 9 fiiovv 3 
or the iravro 9 d r 7ro\ovea0aL \vpLaTo$y corresponds to the direyeaOai 
7 Topvela$y and includes in itself what is apparently to be under¬ 
stood by the iropvela. No express prohibition of second marriages 



Chap. V.] 


TRANSACTIONS AT JERUSALEM . 


145 


is to be found in the Clementine Homilies; but as 7 ropvela, 
or (loi'xeia, is considered next to idolatry to be the greatest sin, 
and as the greatest stress is laid on the fact that everything in 
human life has a strict monarchical form and direction, we are 
entitled to assume that second marriages would scarcely need an 
express prohibition, because it would be thought self-evident that 
they were included under 7 ropvela, or fLoiyeia. 

In the passage first quoted it is clearly stated that the Jewish 
Christians considered the observance of the decrees in question 
as the essential condition by which alone they could unite in 
one society with the Gentile Christians. It was in this way of 
accommodation that the two heterogeneous elements first ap¬ 
proached to a unity. But how far both sides still stand apart in 
that time in which we first clearly perceive that the difference 
exists! 


VOL. i. 


K 



CHAPTER VI. 


THE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY OF THE APOSTLE.—ACTS XVL 

It was one of the grandest moments in the life of the Apostle 
when, at this conference of Jerusalem, he defended the great cause 
of his Gospel and apostolic mission against the elder Apostles and 
the whole Church of Jerusalem, penetrated as he was with that 
deep consciousness of its truth, which is expressed in his Epistles. 
What had been at the time of his first journey to Jerusalem 
nothing more than an idea, was now become a positive reality, 
evident to all eyes. The Apostle gave utterance to a real, un¬ 
deniable truth when he insisted that the cause of his Gospel was 
the cause of God. If this, on the part of the Apostle, was the 
most powerful evidence of its truth, on the other hand the great 
practical importance which the matter had assumed now made 
the opposition of its enemies more decided and energetic. As 
even Barnabas soon after the transactions at Jerusalem showed 
signs of failing courage, it was in fact the Apostle alone who had 
to wage the whole battle with the power of that Judaism which 
was still so closely interwoven with Christianity. After he had 
spent some time in Antioch, he undertook a new missionary 
journey, in the strength of the loftier self-consciousness which had 
been evolved by the events at Jerusalem and Antioch, and in the 
conviction which these had afresh confirmed, that the cause of 
his Gospel could never be crushed by merely human power, but 
that it contained in itself the whole future of the history of the 
development of Christianity. In this journey he not only re- 
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visited the countries in Asia Minor where he had before been, but 
took the more important step of carrying over the doctrine of the 
Gospel from Troas to Macedonia, and from thence spreading it 
further in the countries of Europe. It is quite in the spirit of 
classic antiquity (a spirit which is by no means strange to the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles) that so important an era, 
including so much of the future history of the cause of the Gospel, 
should be inaugurated by a vision of the night. In this vision a 
man from Macedonia appeared to the Apostle with a prayer that 
he would go over to Macedonia and help them (xvi. 9 ). As the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles loves to indicate, by various 
hints and signs, the inherent desire of the Gentile world for the 
salvation of the Gospel, so here, by this man of Macedonia, he 
symbolises the desire for salvation with which not only the people 
of Macedonia, but those of Europe generally, invoked the Apostle 
as the ambassador of the newly revealed salvation. We could 
scarcely complain of the author of the Acts of the Apostles indulg¬ 
ing his literary tastes by such an embellishment of the history, if 
he did not introduce us immediately afterwards to a series ofi 
narratives in which we see the further events in the Apostle's life 
only by the magic light of miracle, and find a thick veil hiding 
from us the historical truth of them. ^ 

The occurrences which are said to have taken place during the 
Apostle's visit to Philippi, in Macedonia, belong to the most 
miraculous order of those which the Acts of the Apostles relates 
of him. Interpreters and critics indeed (not excepting Meander) 
pass over these suspicious passages with their accustomed facility, 
but it cannot be denied that there is very much in them to which 
we may make valid objection. The chief difficulty is in the nar¬ 
rative beginning chap. xvi. 20, but the one preceding it where the 
cause of what follows is related, is strange enough. Whilst Paul 
and Silas, it is stated, were spending some days in Philippi, they 
were followed, whenever they took their way to the Jewish 
Proseuche outside the city, by a damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination, with the loud cry, “ These men are the servants of the 
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Most High God, who show us the way of salvation.” After the 
damsel had done this for many days, Paul at last turned angrily 
to her, and in the name of Jesus Christ commanded the spirit to 
come out of her. But as those persons whose slave she was lost 
the important gains which they were wont to obtain from her 
prophetic powers, they excited a popular tumult against Paul and 
Silas, on the charge of political intrigue, and accomplished the 
arrest of the Apostle and his companion. The attempts of modern 
interpreters to explain this matter more clearly only place its 
improbability in a stronger light. The irvev/JLa irvOcovo^ is a very 
peculiar phenomenon. The latest interpreters reject the theory 
of ventriloquism, which the expression 7 Tvevfjua ttvOcdvos would 
imply, and which some earlier scholars held to be indicated here; 
but Olshausen and Neander are positive that they find the solution 
they desire in the phenomena of somnambulism. “In the recogni¬ 
tion of the spiritual characteristics of the Apostle by the damsel,” 
says Olshausen, “there may be perceived the same clairvoyance , 
of which such numerous examples are found in those Gospel 
histories which relate the healing of those possessed by demons.” 
In the same sense Neander (page 176 ) speaks of the “phenomena 
of the somnambulistic state taking the form of convulsions, 1 in 
which the impression of what the damsel had before heard of 
Paul reacted on, and became mingled with, her own heathen ideas.” 
According to this explanation there is suggested to us, to say the 
least, a doubt as to how the Apostle could have treated the damsel 
as one possessed by an evil spirit, if she had merely been in a 
state of somnambulism. Olshausen gives no explanation of this, 
but Neander says (page 177 ), “There is no ground for assuming 
that an error could not possibly exist in the light of the Apostle’s 

1 We may observe by the way that there is not the least hint in the text of 
convulsions, or of a condition of ecstasy. I must likewise declare to be quite 
beside the mark the assertion derived from reports of missionaries, that persons 
who imparted oracles in an ecstatic condition, and under powerful convulsions, 
could never return to that condition after their conversion to Christianity, as 
there is not a single word said in the text on the chief point on which the 
assertion is based,—the conversion of the slave. 
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Christian consciousness on such a subject as this, which does not 
affect the truth of the Gospel, but belongs to a perfectly different 
and lower province, namely, the question whether this was to be 
taken as a phenomenon explicable from the nature of the human 
soul, from its natural powers, its connection with the corporeal 
organism, or as the consequence of possession by a personal evil 
spirit.” It is very evident what dangerous consequences lie in 
this explanation for a standpoint like that of Neander. If, as 
Neander expressly says, the possibility of error on the part of the 
Apostle may be assumed in a case like the foregoing, why may 
not this assumption be permitted in other like cases ? Even 
Olshausen has brought the demoniacs of the Gospel under the 
point of view of somnambulistic phenomena. May we, following 
the lead of Meander’s assertion, suppose the possibility of error in 
the religious consciousness of Jesus himself? For the demoniacs 
of the Gospel are never described as being in a condition of somnam¬ 
bulism, but as being possessed by evil spirits. With what right, 
moreover, can it be maintained, that a question of this sort does not 
properly belong to the sphere of the truth of the Gospel ? As long 
as the doctrine of demons holds its peculiar place in the series of 
truths of the Christian faith, the question of the influence of 
demons, and its extent, must undoubtedly have a real religious 
importance, and it cannot be concluded without inconsequence 
that an Apostle enlightened by the divine Spirit may have been 
in error on the question whether a certain case was one of 
demoniac influence or of natural disorder. If, however, we let 
such questions rest as they are, the supposition of a condition 
similar to the phenomena of somnambulism is in any case refuted 
in this passage. If the damsel was not really possessed by an 
evil spirit, how could the Apostle command the spirit with which 
she was afflicted to come out of her ? What must we think of 
the change which took place in the damsel, if the Apostle was so 
much at fault respecting the cause of her disorder? Must we 
accept it as an operation of his miraculous power, in a case in 
which he did not even know the object with which it had to deal 2 
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And how are we to explain the displeasure which the outcries of 
the damsel excited in the Apostle, and the reproving earnestness 
with which he treated them, if there was no evil spirit at work 
here at all ? Neander seems to have this question before him, as 
he remarks (page 177 ), “The Apostle commanded the spirit which 
held her heart and reason in bondage to come out of her. If 
this was not a personal evil spirit, the work was that of an 
ungodly spirit. That which ought to be free in man, and to rule 
over all his natural impulses and powers, was made subservient 
to such a spirit as this. And through the divine might of him 
who restored peace and harmony to the distracted soul of the 
demoniacally-afflicted damsel, she found herself in a changed 
condition, freed from the power of the ungodly spirit, and lost 
from this moment the power of returning to that state.” Accord¬ 
ing to this, we are to suppose an ungodly spirit which is no 
personal evil spirit, a state of bondage to natural impulses and 
powers from which the patient cannot free herself, and yet, at the 
same time, a state into which she can enter by choice and free¬ 
will. But what is gained by such half measures in reasoning ? 

To what purpose is such a rationalising of miracles, when in other 
places there is no hesitation in heaping miracle on miracle ? Let 
it be openly confessed, therefore, as the letter of the text requires, 1 
that an evil spirit is here spoken of, and that from our present 
standpoint we have no right to draw distinctions between the fact 
and the Apostle’s view of it, or the authors narrative of it. The 
displeasure of the Apostle and the miraculous act performed by 
him can therefore have no other reason than that, although the 
evil spirit unwillingly bore witness to the truth, the Apostle did 
not wish to see the acknowledgment of the truth promoted any 
longer by demoniacal help. But the demon who here asserted his 
existence is called 7rv€vfia 7 rv 0 covo<;. If we grant that the expres¬ 
sion does not exactly necessitate the idea of a spirit of the Pythian 
Apollo, yet it must be looked on in any case as something charac¬ 
teristic that it is here stated that the demon was “a spirit of 
divination.” There existed then a special class of spirits of divina- 
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tion, though, according to the general Jewish Christian idea, 
demons generally possess not only the superior knowledge that 
pertained to their race, but also the power of prophesying. But 
does not this lead us back to the heathen view, which Plutarch 
(De def. Orac. 9.) reprobates as a piece of childishness and folly. 
“ tov deov clvtov cocrirep tov 9 eyyacTpi/jLvOov 5 Evpv/cXeas irakai , 
vvvl IlvOcova ? Trpo<rayopevopLevov <$, evBvdpuevov eh ra acopuara twv 
7rpo<p7]T(t)v inroad eyyead at, Tot? bcelvcov crropLaaL kcll (f>covaL<? 
XpcopLevov bpydvois? But if it is insisted that the demon as such 
was a spirit of divination, how can we think, how reconcile it with 
sound psychological ideas, that a demon, being a superior being, 
and taking possession of men, was at the same time so completely 
in the service of the person it possessed that the latter could 
make what use he pleased of the divining power of the demon, 
and could even make a trade of it ? This in fact surpasses even 
all that is said in the Gospels concerning the relations of demons 
with those possessed by them, and shows clearly that those 
interpreters who have no doubt of the reality of demoniac posses¬ 
sion, yet feel that here they must take another course; which 
clearly shows that no intelligible idea can be formed out of the 
occurrences related. 

The chief difficulties, however, as we have said, are to be found 
in the later part of the narrative, to which this is merely the intro¬ 
duction. The story is shortly this: The masters of the slave, 
deprived of the gains which they made by her, by the expulsion of 
the spirit of divination, excited the people to an uproar by a charge 
of seditious innovations brought against Paul and Silas; the result 
of which was that the Duumviri of the city of Philippi caused the 
two Apostles to be scourged with rods, thrown into the deepest 
prison, and held in the strictest confinement. But at midnight 
Paul and Silas raised a loud hymn, heard by all the prisoners, 
which was followed immediately by a powerful earthquake, which 
caused the doors of the prison to be thrown open and the fetters 
of the prisoners to be loosed. At the sight of the open doors the 
jailer, thinking that the prisoners had escaped, was about to throw 
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himself on his sword, when Paul called out to him with a loud 
voice that they were all there, and he, falling at the feet of Paul 
and Silas, asked, “ What must I do to he saved ?” The answer 
was, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” The word of God was 
then declared to him and to all his household, and they received 
Christian baptism. The jailer made a supper that very night, in 
token of his joy. 

Scarcely had the day broken when the Duumviri sent the com¬ 
mand to release Paul and Silas. But Paul declared that since they 
were Boman citizens on whom this indignity had been inflicted, 
it was not fitting that they should be put out privily; that the 
Duumviri should come in person and take them out of prison. 
These magistrates, learning for the first time that the men against 
whom they had taken these proceedings were Roman citizens, 
actually came in person, led the Apostles out of prison, and prayed 
them with friendly words to leave the city. 

This simple summary of the chief points in the narrative shows 
clearly enough how signally the whole course of the matter is 
destitute of any natural connection. This objection by no means 
applies merely to the miracle included in the account, the reality 
of which must be insisted on, since the interpretation which regards 
the earthquake as a merely natural and fortuitous circumstance, is 
in direct contradiction to the words and meaning of the author. 
Heander gives this turn to the passage (page 178): “At midnight 
Paul and Silas joined in praising God in prayer because an earth¬ 
quake shook the foundations of the prison.” I can only see in 
this interpretation a transposition which the text does not justify, as 
the author certainly does not intend to represent the earthquake as 
the cause of the prayer, but as the consequence and effect of it. How 
can we believe that not only were the doors of the prison opened by 
the earthquake, but that it even loosened the fetters of the prisoners ? 
Let us leave the miracle as we find it, as it is the only thing which 
brings a certain kind of connection into this part of the narrative, 
and let us take into consideration the circumstances which followed. 

Whilst the two Apostles were singing and praying so loudly that 
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all their fellow-prisoners heard them, the keeper of the prison 
alone lay in a deep sleep. When at last (alarmed, as we must sup¬ 
pose, by the earthquake) he awoke and saw the doors of the prison 
open, the first thing he did was to draw his sword in order to kill 
himself, without seeing whether the prisoners were really fled, as 
he feared, or not, before he resolved on this desperate deed. He 
also apparently never thought that the earthquake which awakened 
him might possibly have been the cause of the doors standing open, 
in which case no blame would have fallen on him; and when 
Paul called to him with a loud voice that they were all there, he 
threw himself at the feet of Paul and Silas without any visible 
cause. How did he know that the convulsion of the earth, which 
he also took as miraculous, had happened expressly for the sake of 
the Apostles ? and assuming (although the author does not say so) 
that Paul and Silas had informed him of this, what could have 
decided him to place such implicit confidence in them on so short 
an acquaintance, and how could the Apostles themselves have 
given the assurance they did so confidently (28) in the darkness 
(29), which any of their fellow-prisoners might easily have availed 
himself of for the purpose of flight ? Then is it likely that the 
keeper of the prison, who just before was about to kill himself at 
once, because he feared he had betrayed his trust without know¬ 
ing how, now so completely forgot this fear and its cause—the 
Duumviri—that he carried off the two prisoners with him to his 
house and entertained them at a festival, as if he now at once were 
freed from all responsibility, although he could have no ground for 
the assumption that the Duumviri had changed their views with 
regard to the prisoners, and would leave him unpunished if he 
violated the trust of his office, and contravened the express com¬ 
mands he had received ? With the dawn of day the Duumviri, 
they who had the day before taken such harsh measures, and 
seemed about to take some still harsher, sent without any expla¬ 
nation the command to let the two prisoners go; but there is no 
connection to be seen here. If we say they may have acted so 
strictly on the preceding day merely on account of the people. 
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this does not seem a very probable course of proceeding for Eoman 
magistrates, and (xvi. 35) would rather give us to understand that 
they were not quite sure about their ground, and as the narrative 
undoubtedly tacitly implies, had been warned by the earthquake, 
of which they must have been aware, to act as they did. 1 

The improbabilities are not yet exhausted. The Duumviri now 
first perceive that they have violated the rights of Eoman citizens, 
and in order to spare themselves further disagreeable consequences, 
they go in person to the prison to ask forgiveness of the prisoners, 
and try to induce them not to carry the affair any further. Can 
we imagine that Eoman magistrates would conduct themselves 
in such a manner, and make so manifest an official blunder, 
which imperilled the whole dignity of their position ? Either it 
was a common practice to ask those who were liable to punishment 
first of all whether or not they were Eoman citizens, or else it was 
concluded that those who were to be punished would proclaim 
their citizenship, and avail themselves of its privileges, as we find 
in a like case, Acts xxii. 25. If the first was the case, the inquiry 
would not have been omitted, but if the latter, the Duumviri 
were relieved of all responsibility for what occurred. Paul and Silas 
had themselves to blame for not asserting their rights. But in any 
case, we can find no reason why they did not at the very first prevent 
the injustice about to be committed, as it was their duty to do, and 
as Paul did, Acts xxii. 25, when he was going to be beaten, when 
he said to the centurion, El dvdpcoirov ^Pwpualov kcll dfcaraKpirov 
egecrriv vpZv pLaarl^eiv ; In this case the Apostles did not say 
that they were Eoman citizens till after they had received their 
punishment. Were they not themselves to blame for this? or could 
they reckon beforehand, that in a matter where they had in their 
own hands ample means of self-protection, God had resolved to 
effect their complete release by so striking a vindication ? This 

1 That this warrant of discharge was sent by them in consequence of a report 
they had received from the jailer, as Neander supposes, is the less likely, as so 
important a circumstance would not possibly have been overlooked by a faithful 
author. The narrative evidently will not warrant any outward motive of that 
kind. 
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is really tlie idea that lies at the foundation of this miraculous 
narrative. From the first the most illegal measures were taken 
against the two Apostles, and in the harshest manner. They were 
not merely beaten with rods, but thrust into the darkest dungeon, 
and watched with the greatest strictness, without any one seeming 
to know exactly what great crime they had committed. No 
inquiry was instituted, no legal forms were observed, nothing was 
done which was customary in Eoman tribunals, and all this evi¬ 
dently with a view that God should have the more opportunity to 
give a complete vindication. It is a kind of triumphal cry to 
which Paul gives utterance, when he says to the despairing keeper 
of the prison (xvi. 28 ), “Do thyself no harm, for we are all here!” 
as though he would say, “ It is by no means the case that we have 
made use of this miracle which has taken place on our account, in 
order to set ourselves free. Ye must, however, now perceive whom 
ye have seized, and of how much ye are guilty against our honour.” 
It is not enough that the keeper of the prison be converted in one 
moment; he must also directly prepare a festive meal, in order to 
show all honour to his distinguished prisoners. And all this—the 
conversion of the keeper of the prison and his whole household, 
their first instruction in Christianity, the baptism of the converted, 
the entertainment—happened during the same night, in the course 
of the few hours between midnight and morning. So powerful 
and enthralling was the impression made by the miracle, and 
in so august a light do the two Apostles appear! The Eoman 
magistrates are now obliged to condescend so far as to repair to the 
prison in person in order to offer the fullest compensation to the 
two Apostles for the injustice they had endured. The ques¬ 
tion may well be raised here, whether such a grave claim for satis¬ 
faction, gratified after all by such a trifling outward formality, 
was thoroughly suitable to the character of the Apostle and 
worthy of him. Wetstein is the only one of the older interpreters 
who notices this question, which yet so naturally presents itself. 
“ Hoc Paulus debebat sibi ipsi, si enim clam abiisset, paullo 
post rumor fuisset sparsus, effracto earcere ipsum aufugisse, quse 
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res famse et auctoritati apostolicse apud Philippenses et alios multum 
nocuisset.” Yet the command sent by the Duumviri does not, 
when we look at it, order a secret dismissal; and although the 
Duumviri had set the Apostles free by a written order, and not led 
them out of prison personally, we do not see how it could have 
been reasonably inferred that Paul and Silas had gone away 
secretly. Everything was publicly conducted, and if the Apostles 
found it necessary to demand a special public recognition of their 
innocence, why did they insist on a vindication of their honour, 
thus laying themselves open to the charge of egotism and exagger¬ 
ated sensitiveness about their personal dignity % 

Wetstein says further, “Porro etiam jure civili et naturali tene- 
batur immunitafcem suam et civitatem Eomanam asserere; quid 
enim sunt immunitates et jura, si quis ea negligat, et sibi eripi 
patiatur ? si alii omnes idem facerent, et qui nunc vivunt, et posteri 
ipsorum perpetuse addicentur servituti et mancipiorum loco 
habebuntur. Boni autem civis est, facere ne sua negligentia alii, 
quibuscum vivit, cives, et praecipue liberi nepotesque deterioris fiant 
conditionis quam fuissent absque eo.” All this is quite true; but 
we must all the more wonder why the Apostles did not make use 
of their Eoman citizenship at first, as it was their clear duty to do, 
and protest against such unjust and insulting treatment. If they 
wished to claim the privilege afterwards, we cannot see any reason 
why it should have been done exactly in this form. 1 In one word, 
the r esult^L-hn^ached by the judicial inquiry instituted against 
the Apostles is that they shall come out of it with increased glory, 

1 Neander (p. 246, Bohn, 179) takes a peculiar way to vindicate the conduct of the 
Apostle. “If there had been any element of fanaticism in the enthusiasm with which 
Paul bore all shame and suffering in the cause of the Lord, he certainly would 
have done nothing to escape from the disgrace, to avoid which could not prejudice 
but would rather help his office, nor to receive the apology to his dignity which 
his citizenship entitled him to claim. This is far from what in later times the 
morality of the monkish spirit called humility.” Of such humility we indeed see 
no trace ; but the question is not now of this, but rather of the contrary ; he who 
stands not far from one extreme, is for that very reason not free from the sus¬ 
picion of standing too near the other. Olshausen thinks that he can remove all 
difficulty by the remark that the Apostle may have acted towards those without, 
according to the jus talionis , the only one they were in a condition to understand. 
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that they shall appear as lofty, unapproachable beings protected by 
Divine power. 

This entire series of improbabilities, brought together with such 
evident design, must cast the gravest suspicion on the historical 
character of the narrative. It does not bear a mythical stamp ; 
reflection and purpose are evident throughout. Even the circum¬ 
stance that the scene is laid at Philippi is a mark of the writer s 
ingenuity. The whole tenor of the narrative tends to exhibit the 
disgrace of the opponents; they are themselves made to aid in this 
design, by interfering in a flagrant manner with the two preachers of 
the Gospel. Nothing less could be done to them with this view 
than to beat them with rods, to put them in chains, and to thrust 
them into the darkest dungeon. But if a fitting satisfaction for 
this were to be rendered, some point was necessary on their side 
on which they could insist with all the formality of law. To this 
end nothing could more naturally offer itself than the well-known 
fact that the Apostle Paul was in possession of Roman citizen¬ 
ship. But that he might make use of this right effectively he must 
have Roman magistrates before whom to urge it. Romans were 
needed to pay the due respect to Roman citizenship. Roman 
magistrates had therefore to be represented as taking illegal and 
unjust proceedings against the two Apostles. But Roman magis¬ 
trates could only be had in a Roman municipal city, and such a 
city was Philippi as a Roman colony. Thus at the very first men¬ 
tion of the city of Philippi it is remarked that it was a Roman 
colony, and everything that is related of the residence of the two 
Apostles in Philippi seems only to be told as an introduction to 

But is this the morality of Christian principle? Whither must such a moral 
declension to the lower standard of others lead, and in what direct contradiction 
does this jus tallonis stand to the command of Jesus, Matthew v. 38, 39. Again, 
it must be taken into consideration, with regard to Silas, that all proof of Roman 
citizenship in his case is wanting. This of itself would prove nothing, and on 
the other hand we cannot blame Grotius when he says that Paul here speaks 
“communicative,” he ascribes only per synecdochen , the Roman citizenship to 
his companion Silas ; but then it must be granted that the Romans would scarcely 
have been willing to allow such a synecdoche, which by its very nature could have 
no application to legal relations. 
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what afterwards took place between them and the Eoman magis¬ 
trates. They were obliged to pass many days at the house of 
Lydia, because the affair with the possessed damsel is represented 
as extending over many days, 1 and this occurrence was the cause 
of the more important events which followed. Everything is here 
introduced with this ulterior motive, to enhance the effect of the 
chief scene, the glorification of the Apostle and his companion. 
And what is the foundation of all this ? The apol ogetic para! 1 e l 
between the Apost le Pe tena nd the Apostl eJPaul. Twice was Peter 
released from prison by miraculous means. The first time when 
he had been thrown into a dungeon w 7 ith the rest of the Apostles 
at the command of the Sanhedrim, v. 19 ; the second time when, 
after the execution of the elder James, king Herod destined the 
same fate for him, xii. 3. The Apostle Paul must not therefore 
fail to give a similar token of the divine miraculous power which 
watched over him. If according to the analogy of the characters 
of the Acts of the Apostles the Pauline miracle is only to be looked 
at as a reflex of the Petrine, then the question as to the actual 
reality of such miraculous narratives must be raised upon the first 
event, of which the latter is but a copy. The copy can only be 
understood from the original. It will therefore not be out of place, 
in the interest of the inquiry before us, if we look a little closer 
into the nature of this Petrine^mjracle which is here reflected in 
Paul. 

The narrative of the hostile measures which king Herod Agrippa 
took against the Christian Church at Jerusalem (Acts xii.) stands 
very detached. There is nothing said about the cause which led 
the king to act all at once in so extremely harsh a manner towards 
the Apostles who had remained unmolested in Jerusalem during 
the first persecution, nor how the elder James, who is nowhere 


1 Not without reason does it seem specially indicated (xvi. 18) that the damsel 
acted in this manner during several days (17). This is evidently to be taken as the 
cause of the Apostle’s annoyance (the bicnroveladcu, cf. iv. 2). This “grief” is the 
immediate cause of the expulsion of the demon. The more cause the Apostle had 
for annoyance in the behaviour of the damsel, the more unjust appears what 
afterwards occurred. 
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else mentioned by name, bad drawn particular attention upon 
himself. Neither is there any mention of similar attentions being 
paid to the Apostles in Jerusalem afterwards; and the whole 
proceeding is so much the more incomprehensible, as Josephus is 
not only completely silent on these events, but expressly praises 
the mild, beneficent mind of the king, who was in no way inclined 
to cruelty. 1 In one point only is there any contact between the 
Acts of the Apostles and the narrative of Josephus. According to 
Acts xii. 3, the king seems to have been actuated when he took 
these persecuting measures by his desire to render himself pleasing 
to the people. Josephus especially mentions this desire for popu¬ 
larity, and indeed connects it with a strong adherence to the national 
worship. 2 * * In this respect, what is stated in the Acts of the Apostles 
seems to be confirmed. The zeal of the king for the established 
national worship would have made him hate a sect which, however 
closely it might adhere to Judaism, still by holding up the name 
of Jesus, who had been condemned by the Jewish authorities, had 
excited against itself a suspicion of religious innovation. On the 
other hand we find no trace of the harsh measures against the 
Christian Church at Jerusalem being calculated to gain popularity; 
—indeed Josephus relates a case in which, judging by analogy, the 
contrary would appear more probable. I mean the well-known 
narrative in which, according to the received text, he relates the 
death of James the Just. He says, Antiq. xx. 9 : 'O Be vecorepo <? 
y> Avavos, ov tt]V dp^iepcoavvrjT/ e(papiev irapeiArityevai, 9 paav<z rjv rov 
Tpoirov /ecu To\pL7)Tr)$ Bcafapdvrw alpeatv Be p,errjei ttjv $a8Sov- 
/calcov, olirep elal ire pi Ta<? /cplcreLS copiol irapd irdvra^ tou? * IovBacov ? 
/cadcbs i]Brj BeBrjXco/capLev are Brj ovv t oiovto? &v 6 v Avavos, vopLtaas 
eyew /caipbv e7riTri8eiov 9 Bed to reOvdvcu puev $yjarov 9 9 AXfilvov Se 

1 Antiq. xix. 7. 3 *. 9 Ene(j)VK€i Se 6 fiaaikevs ovros—rjbopevos ra> xap/feo-0ai Ka I’ 
r<5 (Biovv iv ev(j)T)fxia \alp(ov, /car ovSei/ *H pwbrj red 7rpo iavrov (SacriXci rov rponov 
(rvjjL(f)€poficvos* €<€ivco yap novrjpov rjv rj6os ini npioplav anoropov—npavs Se 6 
Tponos ’Aypinna kui npos navras to evcpyeriKov opoiov. 

2 Antiq. x. 7- 8 : ‘HSeZa yovv avrio Sicura Ka\ erwep^s iv roly f I epoaoXvpois rjv , 

Ka\ ra narpia k a0ap(bs irrjper Sia naarr^s yovv avrov rjyev ayvclas, ovbi rjpipa Tty 

napibdevev avred, rrjs vop lpr]S xqpevovcra Ova las. 
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ere Kara rrjv oBov virap^eiv, Kadl^ei crvveBpiov KpiTcov • kcu rrapa- 
yaycov els avrb [tcw dBeXcfwv ’Irjaov tov Xeyopievov Xpcarov 
’iaKcofios ovopia avT<p, kcll\ tivcls [erepovs], cos Trapavopbrjcrdvrcov 
Karrjyopiav TTOiTjadpLevo? irapeBioKe kevaOrjcropievovs. ''Oaoi Be 
eBoKOW emeiKearaToi tcov Kara ttjv ttoXiv elvai kcu ra 7 repl rovs 
vopbov 9 aKpitSets, (3apecos rjvejKav erri tovtco , kcu rrepbirovai 7 r/x >9 
tov fiaaCXea (the King Agrippa of Acts xxv. 13, the son of Herod 
Agrippa, Acts xii. 1), Kpixfia rrapaKaXovvTes av tov enncxTelXai r&> 

9 Avdvco pur) Ken TOLCLvra irpaaaeiv * firjBe yap to 7 rpcorov opOcos 
avrov ireiroL7]Kevau Tide? Be avrcov kcu tov ’AXftlvov viravna- 
£ovatv drib Trjs ’AXe^avBpeias oBoiiropovvra kcu BiBdejKOvenv d>s 
ovk e£ov rjv 9 Avdvcp r^9 eKelvov yvcbpirjs KaOlaai crvveBpiov. 

9 AXfilvos Be ireiadels tois Xeyopievois 7 packet pieT opyrj 9 tc3 9 Avdvcp , 
Xr\y\readai Trap avrov BUas aireiXcov, kcu 6 /3aaiXevs ’Ayplmras 
Bid rovro rrjv dp^iepcocrvvrjv d(f)eXopievos avrov , ap^avra pirjvas rpeis, 

9 Irjaovv tov tov Aapivalov Karearrjaev . 

It is confessedly very doubtful whether Josephus really names 
the Apostle James in this place; the passage is in all probability 
to be read without the words here included in brackets, which 
seem to be only a Christian gloss. But at the same time scarcely 
anything else except Christians can be understood by that 7 rapa- 
vo/jLrjcravTe?, And, indeed, if the apocryphal sounding narrative of 
Hegesippus (Euseb. H. E. ii. 23) contains any truth regarding the 
death of James the Just, he must at that time have perished by 
some violent means or other. According to Hegesippus also, 
James the Just was stoned, and not at the instigation of the 
populace, but at that of the chiefs of the sect (rives rcbv eirra 
alpeaecov rcbv ev rep Xacp (Eus., ib. ), by which we understand the 
Pharisees to be meant, but not them alone, since mention is made 
at the same time of the denial of the resurrection as a distinguish¬ 
ing doctrine of these sects (at Be aipeaeis at Trpoeiprjpievai ovk 
eirlarevov ovre dvaaraaiv, ovre ep^opievov aTroBovvai eKaarco 
Kara ra epya avrov). 

If we now compare the case related by Josephus with that 
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, we can easily imagine that, 
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as at the time of which Josephus speaks, a deed of violence had been 
committed against some of the members of the Church at Jerusalem, 
and perhaps even against its chief, something similar may have been 
done by the earlier king Herod Agrippa. A high priest belonging to 
the sect of the Sadducees may have aided in the matter on the 
earlier as well as on the later occasion. At any rate, according to 
Josephus, Antiq. xix. 6. 4, the king stood in a very close con¬ 
nection with the then High Priest. That in any case an act of 
cruelty was committed against the Church by Herod Agrippa, and 
as the Acts of the Apostles relates, the elder James then died a 
violent death, receives still further confirmation from the Christian 
legend which arose on the subject of the death of this king, and 
which could scarcely have arisen as we find it. Acts xii. 19, from 
what Josephus narrates of the manner of his death, had there not 
been some circumstances specially affecting the Church to make it 
a matter of some interest. 1 But the above quotation from Josephus 
shows quite clearly how unpopular such persecuting measures were, 
and the conclusion is very obvious, that if the act of violence sub¬ 
sequently committed by the High Priest Ananus excited general 
displeasure among all the right-thinking, orderly inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and occasioned the measures spoken of by Josephus, so. 
that the Koman Procurator Albinus thought himself obliged to 
interfere, and King Agrippa on just the same ground deprived the 

1 Tf we compare the narrative of the death of the king (Acts xii. 19) with 
that in Josephus, Antiq. xix. 8. 2, we see a remarkable similarity running through 
all the differences which exist in the accounts. Josephus also places the sickness 
and death of the king in direct connection with the festivities of the day, and 
with the indecent honour which was shown to the king by the sycophantic 
people. The historical fact which lies at the root of both narratives, namely, 
the sudden death of the king, occurring shortly after the festival, allows of no 
doubt; and Josephus also seems to have considered it as a divinely sent punish¬ 
ment, or else he w T ould not have placed it in such direct relation to the super¬ 
human honours of which he speaks. Josephus indeed does not say anything of 
an angel of death, but speaks of an owl as the ominous prophet of death. Still 
less does Josephus say anything of the king’s living body being devoured by 
worms ; according to his narrative, the sickness was only a very severe pain in 
the bowels ; but even this account of the sickness evidently shows a point of con¬ 
nection with the Christian legend. The piercing, gnawing, inwardly devouring 
pains—what are they when mythically presented but worms devouring the living 
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High Priest Ananus of his office, these steps cannot have been 
received with great favour by the people, when taken by Herod 
Agrippa, though individuals who exercised great influence over the 
king may have been of a different opinion in the matter. On this 
we need not hesitate in laying to the credit of his historical theor¬ 
ising, what the author of the Acts of the Apostles says regarding 
the satisfaction of the people at the proceedings of the king. This 
theorising is the more evident as the remark, verse 3, that it 
“ pleased the people” stands in the closest connection with the 
subsequent narrative of the miracle and the chief occurrence in it, 
namely, the saving of Peter, he irdarj^ rrj* ? 7 rpoaSofelas rov \aov 
rap ’IovSaccov , xii. 11. If we take this view of the narrative, which 
the history of the time certainly warrants us to do, we reach a cer¬ 
tainly not improbable historical combination on what the Acts here 
tells us about Peter. The same fate threatened the Apostle Peter ; 
he also was to be publicly executed, but the feast of the Passover, 
which occurred at the time, caused a delay. But the intention of 
the king was not carried into effect after the feast, and the Apostle 
Peter was released in a perfectly unexpected manner. According 
to the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles, this was owing to a 
miracle, but after what we have remarked above, how natural is it to 
suppose that the king himself desisted from his purpose, a.nd very 
unexpectedly released the Apostle Peter, because in the interval he 

body ? But what inducement could there be to paint the disease from which the 
king died in such glaring colours as to attribute it as it were to the gnawing 
worms which torment the damned in hell ? (Mark ix. 44, compare Isa. lxvi. 24.) 
We may answer this question if we call to mind that King Antiochus Epiphanes 
is reported to have died in the same manner, that king so hated by the Jews, the 
cruel persecutor of all true worshippers of God, the enemy of true religion, who 
with presumptuous audacity assumed a hostile attitude towards the Most High. 
Compare 2 Macc. ix. 5. This deadly enemy of the Jewish name, the tyrannical 
Antiochus Epiphanes, seems to exist again in the person of King Herod Agrippa, 
who persecuted the believing disciples, put to death the Apostle James, and 
intended the same fate for the Apostle Peter; the overbearing, ungodly adversary, 
who at last even usurped divine honours. How clearly we see here a legend 
formed in the Christian interest ; and when we compare a Christian legend so 
purposely prepared with the narrative of Josephus, what light is thrown on the 
historical event out of which it arose ! 
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had ascertained how unpopular his proceedings were, and how little 
the execution of the Apostle James had found that favour with the 
people which he had anticipated. If we can as little doubt the release 
of the Apostle from prison as his imprisonment, how can we explain 
it otherwise than by some such sudden turn in affairs; and this seems 
to be indicated by certain other circumstances spoken of both by 
the author of the Acts and by Josephus. According to Acts xii. 
19, King Herod left Jerusalem directly after the release of the 
Apostle Peter and went to Caesarea. Josephus agrees with this, 
and says at the same time the third year of his reign was completed. 1 
As the beginning of his reign was coincident with the beginning of 
the reign of the Emperor Claudius, i.e. the end of January of the 
year 41 a.d., we are justified, according to Josephus, in placing the 
departure of the king to Caesarea at the time in which it is placed 
by the Acts of the Apostles, directly after Easter, ad. 44. This 
departure of the King, who, as Josephus says, was not in the habit 
of leaving Jerusalem for any length of time, must have been caused 
by some special reason which determined him to take this step. 
AVe must also take into consideration that, before mentioning the 
king’s departure, Josephus says that he had deprived the High 
Priest Matthias of his office, Antiq. xix. 8. 1. This dismissal 
must have taken place for some special reason, as Matthias had 
been appointed High Priest by King Herod himself, under condi¬ 
tions which certainly implied friendly relations. (Antiq. xix. 6. 
4.) After the execution of which Josephus speaks in the former 
place, and which perhaps is that of James the Less, the High 
Priest Ananus, as the instigator of the proceedings which had been 
so much disliked, was deprived of his office. In the case of which 
we are now speaking, may not the dismissal of the High Priest 
Matthias have been owing to the same cause ? 

Thus the Apostle Peter wag^ actually released from prison in a 
perfectly unexpected manner after the affair of James the elder; 
but theTmiraculbus way in which this was brought about by an 

1 Antiq. xix. 8. 2 : rplrov be eros fiaarihevovri Tr\s oXrjs ’I ovbalas 7reTr\r}p(oTai Kai 
Trapr]v els noXiu Kcutrapeiav . 





164 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part I. 


angel of the Lord is only a Christian legend or poem, which 
explains in its own manner the darkness which at that time 
enveloped the whole matter, and ascribes the happy issue to the 
direct operation of a higher causality. If the Apostle was unex¬ 
pectedly set free, as soon as the release came to be represented as a 
miracle, it was a short step to represent the intentions of the enemy 
as having been frustrated in the most surprising manner. On this 
account not only is the wondering expectation with which all 
the people waited for the promised show of the public execution 
brought prominently forward, ver. 11, but it is also stated as a 
remarkable circumstance that the Apostle was released in the 
night which preceded his intended execution, ver. 6. Can we 
wonder that on the next morning when the affair was discovered 
the greatest commotion ensued, and that the king, thus humiliated 
before the eyes of the whole people, vented his anger on the 
soldiers to whose charge the prisoner had been consigned, and 
caused the death destined for the Apostle to be inflicted on them, 
ver. 19? In such a case as this, if once the legend takes this direction, 
everything is turned to account which can heighten the dramatic 
effect. And we have accordingly here a circumstantial narrative 
of the measures taken for the most careful watching of the prisoner. 
Four quaternions of soldiers were told off for the successive watches 
during the night, so that two soldiers were inside the prison, 
between whom the prisoner was bound by two chains, and two 
others stood outside the door, xii. 4, 6. It may be granted that 
this truly Koman proceeding was nothing extraordinary on the 
part of a king accustomed to Eoman manners and customs, though 
at the same time heedful of national feelings; but then why are 
all these details of this strict watch given here, and not in chapter 
xvi., where one should expect to find them, as being customary in 
a Eoman colony ? Evidently because they would not have accorded 
with the scene with the keeper of the prison in chapter xvi., 
whereas in chapter xii. they do good service in showing how 
important this matter was considered, and what complete pre¬ 
cautions were thought to have been taken in order to make the 


Chap. VI.] HIS SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY . 


165 


release of the Apostle from prison impossible. But was there 
any reason for such great fear and apprehension? No one could 
have expected a miracle—the Christians themselves did not think 
of one, 1 and if such an expectation had existed, the measures taken 
would have been thought perfectly useless. But this is just the V 
peculiarity of the story ; as though the enemy had a presentiment 
of what did really -afterwards happen, they take every precaution 
to make themselves secure against it, and yet only to be the more 
astounded when they find that all their precautions have been 
vain. This is evidently a mode of proceeding which involves a ^ 
peculiar irony in the contrast of the intention with the result, 
but an irony which can have been inspired only from a Chris¬ 
tian standpoint. But if the affair really took place as is here 
stated, how impossible is it to represent it to ourselves. How 
badly the four soldiers, placed with such care on guard, must have 
fulfilled their duty, if so shortly before daybreak they allowed 
themselves to be so completely overcome with sleep that the 
Apostle could walk unchallenged through the midst of his keepers 
lying around in slumber. This must have been shortly before 
daybreak, because if it had been earlier, the escape would not have 
been left to be discovered in the morning (xii. 18), but must at 
the very latest have been detected when the third t erpaScov was 
relieved, between the third and fourth night watches. This pro¬ 
found sleep of the keepers must therefore have been brought about 
in a miraculous manner, and in fact the miracle is carefully 
exhibited in a series of events which have every resemblance to 
the operations of magic. The Apostle, lying, like his guards, in a 
deep sleep, is awakened by a blow on the side, suddenly freed from 
the chains which fall from his hands, stands up, dresses himself, 
and goes out, without any hindrance, through gates and guards. 
And even after he has successfully passed through the gates and 

1 The Acts cannot picture strongly enough the great astonishment of the 
disciples at the Apostle’s miraculous release from prison, xii. 13-16. And yet 
we cannot avoid asking, Why were they so much astonished? must they not 
rather have expected such a miracle, if one had already happened in a perfectly 
similar case, Act3 v. 19? 
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guards of the prison, the iron gate leading into the city is made 
to spring open before him, as though not to miss this special 
theatrical effect, which is really a very striking one. The magical 
effect which a series of miracles so completely out of the sphere of 
reality must have produced is carefully indicated by the author, 
when he remarks that the Apostle thought he had seen a vision, 
and that only after he had again come to his* full consciousness 
was he able to decide exactly between reality and vision—truth 
and fancy. But we cannot ignore the question how the Apostle, 
who alone can count here as a witness, could have been so cer¬ 
tain that all this had been done by an angel, if he had not been 
more clearly conscious of what had happened. The miraculous 
narrative thus bears with it its own refutation. 

If the historical fact to which the two miraculous narratives, Acts 
xii. and xvi. (as well as the earlier one, Acts v. 19, etc.), may be 
referred, is in itself very probably true, a further conclusion may 
be drawn as to the circumstances of the Christian Church at 
Jerusalem at that time. As the members of this Church still 
adhered strictly to the Jewish religion, observed its laws and 
customs, and only differed from the rest of the Jews in believing 
Jesus to be the Messiah who had appeared, it cannot be supposed 
that the Jews in Jerusalem found any great offence in them. They 
were willingly tolerated as long as they did not come to any such 
openly pronounced breach with the Jewish law as had been the 
case with Stephen and the Hellenists who were of his way of 
thinking. But it was otherwise with the chiefs of the Jewish 
nation. The continued existence of a sect whose Founder they had 
removed out of the way by a public sentence of death, must have 
been peculiarly obnoxious to them. It is therefore not improbable 
that persecutions of the Christians had taken place at an earlier 
date, and as, according to Josephus, those who held the highest 
offices were chiefly Sadducees, we may believe the author of the 
Acts of the Apostles when he says that such oppressive measures 
generally came from the party of the Sadducees. This party would 
undoubtedly have taken further steps of this kind if they had 
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had full liberty of action, and had they not been restrained partly 
by fear of the Eoman procurator, and partly by the disposition 
of the people. But everything beyond this general indication of 
the position of affairs at the time is very uncertain. What we find 
in connection with this is a miraculous narrative, which must be 
placed to the account of tradition, or to the peculiar mode of 
statement employed by the author of the Acts of the Apostles. In 
any case we must look upon it as a peculiar feature in the Acts, 
that such important miracles as those we have been considering 
are always doubled, in this work. Nothing extraordinary can 
happen to Peter which is not repeated in the case of Paul; and 
again, there is no distinguishing feature in Paul's history without 
the exact counterpart being reported of Peter. This general type 
on which the Acts is constructed is very obviously present in the 
miracle related in Acts xvi. 


CHAPTER VII. 

THE APOSTLE PAUL IN ATHENS, CORINTH, EPHESUS.—HIS JOURNEY 
TO JERUSALEM BY MILETUS.—ACTS XVII.-XX. 

Prom Philippi the Apostle took his way with his two com¬ 
panions, Timotheus and Silas, to Thessalonica, and from there to 
Athens. After a short stay there, he went. on to Corinth, where 
he found a better sphere for his activity, and remained a consider¬ 
able time. During the year and a half of his stay there, he founded, 
under great difficulties, the first important Church in Greece. 
After a journey to Jerusalem and Antioch, the city of Ephesus 
became the chief seat of his labours; the results of which, in 
combating the demoniacal and magical powers of the old religion 
and its idolatrous worship, were, according to the Acts, so remark¬ 
able as to give rise to a public contest between the old and the 
new faiths. He travelled once more by Macedonia into Greece, 
and then after a residence of three months set out on that impor¬ 
tant journey to Jerusalem, which filled him even then with the 
most gloomy forebodings, which he expressed to the Ephesian 
elders whom he summoned to meet him at Miletus. According 
to the statement of the Acts, the most determined opposition was 
raised against the Apostle by the hatred of the Jews in every place 
where he dwelt, either for a long or a short space of time. Aquila, 
Priscilla, and Apollos are known to us in the Epistles of the Apostle 
as well as from the Acts, so that the two sources may here be 
compared with each other. He met Aquila, a Jew of Pontus, and 
his wife Priscilla, in Corinth, when he went there for the first time. 
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Apollos, a Jew of Alexandria, with wdiom Aquila and Priscilla 
became acquainted at Ephesus, went, when the Apostle took his 
way through Galatia and Phrygia to Ephesus, and from the latter 
place to Corinth, where church matters were at that time in a 
state of ferment, and his presence had a very peculiar influence. 
In this part of the Acts of the Apostles, as in the rest of that work, 
the life and work of the Apostle is presented to us partly in his 
speeches, partly in miracles, in both of which critical examination 
recognises, through the veil of much foreign matter, a very obscure 
reflection of the actual history. 

The celebrated speech which the Apostle is said to have delivered 
at Athens is introduced by a narrative to which historical criticism 
must take as much exception as it does to the speech itself. The 
chief reason for this critical doubt is here as elsewhere the evident 
design and studied arrangement of the narrative. All the well- 
known characteristic traits of the Athenian character are cleverly 
and ingeniously pressed into the service, so that the contrast which 
must have been presented in this brilliant seat of Grecian culture, 
between Christianity and polytheistic heathenism, and between 
the Christian and a popular character such as the Athenian, may 
be brought forward as prominently as possible. How completely 
the historian carries on his narrative from this point of view is 
shown from its very commencement. The reigning idea to which 
all that follows bears reference, namely, the striking contrast 
between Christianity and heathenism, as the latter appeared in its 
most brilliant aspect in Athens, is ascribed to the Apostle himself, 
when the author represents him as moved by the most intense 
emotion at the first view of the city so “ wholly given to idolatry/' 
The Apostle is described here as acting differently from his usual 
custom. Instead of waiting for the way to be opened for the 
preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles through the Jews and 
proselytes in the synagogue, the Apostle is made to seek an 
opportunity for religious conversation among those whom he met 
in the public places; he disputes with Epicurean and Stoic philoso¬ 
phers, adherents of the same philosophical sects which afterwards 
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raised the greatest opposition against Christianity, and in all his 
intercourse with the Athenians they are represented as repeating 
the behaviour they had already shown on other similar occasions. 
How clear it is that when the author put these words into the 
mouths of the Athenians, ^evcov Baipbovlcov Bo/cel Karayyekevs 
elvaty he had before his mind the charge which was brought 
against Socrates when he was indicted (Xenophon, Memorabil. 
1. l), ov ? fiev r) 7ro)U? vopLifa deov 9, ov vo/jli^cov, erepa Be 
tcaiva Bcupiovia elafa'pcov : and what does the mocking speech 
of the Athenians mean, tl av dekot 6 aireppiokoyo^ ovtos \eyeiv ; 
but the light, airy, sophistical talk that serves Aristophanes in 
the “ Clouds ” as a pretext for bringing his wit and mockery 
to bear on the seriousness of the Socratic philosophy, whose 
founder also was in the eyes of the people a mere airep^okoyo^. 
How strikingly the author paints the known ironical popular 
wit in his sketch of the Athenian character, when he makes them 
combine Jesus and the dvdaraai ? as a pair of new gods according to 
the manner of polytheism. 1 If the historian wished, as is evidently 
his intention, to give a general view of the Athenian character, he 
could not omit their very characteristic irony any more than their 
equally peculiar curiosity, which he goes on to describe in almost 
the same words in which it is painted by the old authors them¬ 
selves. It could therefore have been nothing but curiosity which 
awakened in the Athenians a certain interest in the Gospel 
preached by Paul, and which caused them to listen to a discourse 
of the Apostle delivered in the Areopagus. But even this appear¬ 
ance of the Apostle in the Areopagus throws a new and very curious 
light on the whole affair, and this is just the point from which we 
can see the connection of this narrative most distinctly. We must 

1 So must the words, xvii. 18, top *1 rjaovp kcu ttjp dvda-racnv, undoubtedly be 
taken. Among the modern commentators on the Acts, Meyer in especial finds it 
very strange that the philosophers thought the ’Avdcrrao-is to be a goddess pro¬ 
claimed by Paul. “ If Luke had meant this in his explanatory note, he would have 
indicated it more decidedly; and would the Athenian philosophers have been so 
ignorant ?” Of course the author did not mean it to appear as ignorance, but as 
irony : and then does not the author sufficiently indicate that this is the sense of 
the expression when he twice puts the article before the word ? 
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ask accordingly, why was it precisely in the Areopagus that the 
Apostle delivered his discourse ? The most obvious answer un¬ 
doubtedly is that to the Areopagitic court of justice was committed 
the care of matters of religion. The Apostle would be brought to 
the Areopagus for his legal defence since he was accused of intro¬ 
ducing £eW Scu/jLovLa. This is what Chrysostom supposes along 
with other old commentators ; rjyov avrov els tov apetov 7rdyov ov% 
(hare pbaOelv aXX! ware tco\d%eiv, evda at <f>ovifcai hlfccu . But there 
is not the least hint of this; the manner in which the Apostle is 
treated and ultimately dismissed makes it perfectly clear that 
curiosity was the only motive which prompted the Athenians to 
lead him to the Areopagus, for they saw in him only a good- 
natured enthusiast, not a dangerous heretic. Hence we have been 
reminded, not without reason, that we must not think of the seat 
of the court of justice, but merely of the open space at the summit 
of the hill. In this case also we may suppose that the same irony 
is shown in the choice of a locality which is displayed in the whole 
treatment of the Apostle. The narrative represents the Athenians 
as taking up the affair with an ironical air and pretended gravity 
(SwapueOa <yvoovai,Tis rj Katvrj avrr] rj vi ro crov XaXovpLevrj BcBa^rj ; 
%evl%ovra <yap tlvcl elatyepeis els ra? cocoas rjpb&v* jSoxxkopLeOa ovv 
yvcovai, tl av dekjoi ravra elvcu , 19-20), and as they are anything 
rather than serious, so the scene is laid in the Areopagus, for the 
obvious purpose of contrasting the importance of the place with the 
evident insignificance of the subject. But just as little as there 
seems to be any doubt as to why the Apostle was led to the Areopa¬ 
gus, so much the more striking is it that the Dionysius converted 
by the Apostle should be called the Areopagite. This surname 
would seem to indicate that Dionysius, a member of the Court of 
Justice, had become acquainted with Christianity as a member of 
the Court of Justice, and had been converted to the Christian 
faith at the time when the Apostle delivered his speech before the 
assembled court. Why should the name be here expressly 
mentioned, if not to indicate the occasion of his conversion ? Or 
can it be held as an accidental circumstance that when the Apostle 
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was led to the Areopagus, one, among the few converted by him, 
was an Areopagite ? But if he was converted as an Areopagite, 
then the Apostle must have appeared before the whole assembled 
Court of Justice. How shall we explain this ambiguity with 
regard to the occasion of the speech of the Apostle in the Areo¬ 
pagus ? The explanation is, I believe, as follows :—Ecclesiastical 
tradition speaks of a Dionysius with the surname of Areopagite, 
who was the first Bishop of Athens. According to Eusebius 
(H. E. iv. 23), Bishop Dionysius of Corinth wrote an epistle to 
Athens, as he had done to other churches, in which he admonished 
the members of the Athenian Church to faith and to a Gospel 
manner of living, as since their Bishop Publius had died as a 
martyr in the persecutions of that period, they had become indif¬ 
ferent, and had almost fallen away from the Christian faith, until 
Quadratus, the successor of the martyr Publius, reanimated their 
faith by his zeal. Eusebius says that in the same epistle Diony¬ 
sius mentions Dionysius the Areopagite as the first Bishop of 
Athens who was converted by the Apostle Paul. The commentators 
rightly observe on this passage in Eusebius, that if Publius, who 
died as a martyr under Marcus Aurelius, had been the immediate 
successor of Dionysius the Areopagite, the latter must have been 
Bishop of Athens for more than seventy years. There must then have 
been other Bishops between Dionysius and Publius, but tradition 
says nothing of them, it speaks only of the first Bishop, Dionysius 
the Areopagite. Must we look upon our passage in the Acts of the 
Apostles as the source of this tradition ? We should certainly be 
obliged to assume this, if we had no other reason for doubting the 
historical trustworthiness of our narrative contained in it. But, as 
we have already seen, other reasons do exist, and thus we are 
warranted to turn the matter the other way and to assume that 
Dionysius the Areopagite was imported into our passage in the 
Acts of the Apostles from ecclesiastical tradition, and only on this 
supposition can the whole scene in the Areopagus be satisfactorily 
explained. An old ecclesiastical legend mentioned one Dionysius 
an Areopagite, as among the first who accepted the Christian faith 


Chap. VII.] 


IN ATHENS , CORINTH , ETC. 


173 


in Athens; whether it be that he was really an Areopagite, or 
that he had only received that surname because it was thought that 
the man who was so ready to receive Christianity must have been 
a member of that honourable senate. But in order still further to 
show the reason of his conversion, his surname gave rise to the 
tradition that he was converted in the Areopagus itself, and what 
better occasion could be found for this conversion than when the 
Apostle came to Athens on his journey from Macedonia to Corinth ? 
But there could be no doubt that the Apostle had made a public V 
appearance in the Areopagus itself. Doubtless the legend, as the ( 
author of the Acts of the Apostles found it, gave no further account 
of the occasion which led to this. So much the more was he 
therefore at liberty to carry out the idea which the legend of the 
Areopagite Dionysius had suggested to him. The whole nature 
of the passage leads to no other supposition than that the author 
intended to describe, by the reception which the Apostle received 
in Athens, how Christianity was considered and judged at the time 
when the author lived, as well by educated people generally,—and 
the Athenians were the highest example of intellectual culture,—as 
by the principal philosophical sects, the Epicureans and the Stoics, 
whose chief seat was also at Athens. Judging from every indica¬ 
tion that he gives, there was floating before his mind a time in 
which Christianity had indeed drawn on itself the observation of 
the educated and the philosophers, but when it was considered by 
them as a ridiculous folly and a dream of enthusiasts. The irony 
which at a later date took so cutting and bitter a tone in Lucian 
and Celsus, speaks also here, only in a milder and kinder spirit. 
It is a fact worthy of special remark, that the author makes the 
doctrine of the insurrection the^chief^goint on which the whole 
conference between the Apostle and the Athenians turns. From 
the very beginning this doctrine is maintained against the Gentile 
opponents as the most characteristic of Christianity. Against it 
was especially directed the mocking scorn with which the Apostle 
was met, and as soon as it was introduced into his speech, it was 
enough to cause the audience to declare that they had had enough 
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of him and of his preaching. Here we have exactly the objection 
which the Gentiles felt to this doctrine as soon as they began to 
be acquainted with Christianity, and the first persecutions gave 
occasion for a more distinct expression of the Christian hope of a 
resurrection, as a compensation for the sufferings they were called 
on to endure. To such a time as this we must look for the true 
explanation of this passage. The author of the Acts of the Apostles 
wished to depict the marked supercilious scorn with which the 
Gentiles treated Christianity when they had come to be familiar 
with it. Such a scene as this in Athens was especially suited to 
such an aim. The ironical inquisitive Athenians, treating all 
things, even the holiest, in a light and frivolous manner, were the 
worthiest representatives of this side of heathenism. The occur¬ 
rence in the Areopagus, which the traditionally given name of the 
Areopagite Dionysius seemed to pre-suppose, may therefore not 
have been intended to be understood seriously, as the author’s prin¬ 
cipal point of view was a completely different one. Many things are 
not to be taken literally in poetry and legend, and would need to be 
looked upon quite differently if considered as they really happened; 
and so the author had no scruple on this occasion in representing 
this solemn venerated spot as having been thrown open to a public, 
who had gathered together merely to satisfy their curiosity and 
indulge their love of ridicule. 

The most striking point in the speech, after its carefully designed 
introduction, is the sudden turn with which, as soon as it arrives 
at its principal object, namely, the exhortation to accept Christianity, 
it passes to the doctrine of the resurrection. We see that this 
doctrine is purposely introduced at the earliest point at which it 
was possible to do so, and dwelt upon as the chief doctrine of Chris¬ 
tianity, although the Apostle must have known from experience 
that it was precisely the point adapted to give the most offence to 
the Athenians. To what purpose then did the speech so studiously 
dwell upon the resurrection, when the subject might so easily have 
been avoided, or at least kept more in the background? This 
speech is commonly praised as a model of the Apostle’s apologetic 
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method, and of his wisdom as a teacher. But has it been also con¬ 
sidered that these merits ought to appear in recommending the 
chief idea which the speaker was anxious to enforce ? Is it then 
so remarkable a token of a discourse being to the purpose, that 
before the speaker has arrived at the exposition of his principal 
idea, the hearers should take so great offence at the contents of his 
speech as to go away ? It would rather seem to follow that the 
Apostle, if he did not on this occasion altogether forget his usually 
admirable skill as a teacher, cannot have delivered this speech as 
we possess it. It is only the author who wishes to bring plainly 
before us the obstacle which this doctrine of the resurrection pre¬ 
sented to educated Gentiles like the Athenians, in conformity with 
the main idea which he is carrying out in this passage. Even that 
part of the speech in which interpreters think they perceive most 
clearly the Apostle’s renowned wisdom in teaching, presents a totally 
different aspect if we consider the doctrine of the resurrection, men¬ 
tioned at the conclusion, to be the chief topic of the speech. It 
cannot be disputed that, as is alleged for the credit of the speech, 
the speaker conformed as nearly as possible to the religious opinions 
of his audience, placed himself as much as possible at the same 
standpoint with them, in order by these means more easily to win 
them over to his own views. Although the contents of this speech 
are so strictly monotheistic, it contains many propositions whose 
leading ideas are found in almost the same words in Greek and 
Boman authors. The speaker appeals, in support of one of the 
principal ideas of the speech, to the words of a Greek poet, thus 
showing how much he wished to find a common ground between 
himself and his hearers for mutual approximation. This being his 
aim, it was quite to be expected that he should represent the age 
of polytheism as a time of ignorance, which God was willing to 
overlook, provided that the Gentiles would now change their mind 
and turn to Him. The necessity of such a conversion is also 
deduced from an idea which lay within the religious circle of ideas 
of the Gentiles—the idea of a future retribution. Up to this point 
the speech proceeded as well as possible ; and the result it aimed at 
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was all but won, when, by a word dropped incautiously by the 
speaker, all was changed and he was cut short, it appears in the 
middle of the sentence he had begun. We can only accept this as 
the natural historical course of the affair, if it be credible that the 
characteristic Christian doctrine of the resurrection was even at that 
time as repugnant to the Gentile mind as is here represented, and 
that the Apostle was guilty of so striking an offence against apostolic 
wisdom in teaching. But as both these suppositions are equally 
improbable, we can only see in this speech an ingeniously intro¬ 
duced effect of the author. Though the points of resemblance which 
the author makes the Apostle point out between the religious 
consciousness of the Gentiles and his own monotheistic stand¬ 
point were true and manifold, yet the impression which the Chris¬ 
tian doctrine of the resurrection made on the educated Gentiles was 
to appear harsh and offensive. The resurrection of Jesus, the fact 
which to Christians was the greatest evidence of their Christian 
faith, made the whole of Christianity appear to the Gentiles the 
* most incredible thing in the world, and a ridiculous folly. To give 
a graphic picture of this side of the Gentile mode of regarding 
Christianity is the chief design of the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles in this passage. All the details of the episode serve this 
design, and the speech put into the mouth of the Apostle is espe¬ 
cially intended to further it. 

Among the individual features which show us the unhistorical 
character of this speech, as well as that of the whole passage, I think 
we must specify in particular “ the TJnknown God ” of the Athen¬ 
ians. The fruitless trouble which interpreters have given them¬ 
selves with regard to the historical identification of this “ Unknown 
God ” is well known. All that can be historically proved is that in. 
Athens, as well as in other places in Greece, there were altars which 
were dedicated to unknown Gods—that is, to Gods whom men did 
not know how to name. As it admits of no denial that unknown 
Gods, in the plural, would not have fulfilled the aim of the Apostle’s 
argument, some of the modern scholars have expressly postu¬ 
lated as a historical fact the existence of an “ Unknown God ” in 
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Athens. It is maintained that the dyvwcrTw 6ed> must be literally 
correct, or it would compromise Paul as a cnrepfiokoyos, and that it 
can hardly be imagined that the Apostle would, at the climax of 
his noble speech, have brought before the Athenians a deliberate 
falsehood . 1 Neander also has argued on this side : “ If we investi¬ 
gate with care all the records of antiquity, and compare the various 
phases of polytheism, we can find no real foundation for any 
denial of the existence of such an altar, actually bearing the inscrip¬ 
tion to which Paul refers. Altars may indeed have been raised on 
some occasions and dedicated to an c unknown God/ when it was 
not known which god had been provoked, and therefore was to be 
appeased” (page 190). Of course this is in itself not impossible, 
but criticism must not be content with mere possibility, but must 
endeavour to find out the probable. But as for the historical credi¬ 
bility of our passage, what right have we to assume as indubitable 
the very point which is in question ? What right have we to pay 
so little heed to the testimony of the ancients who only speak of 
the ayvcoGToi, deoi, and not of an ayvcocrTos 0eo?, as to presuppose, 
in spite of their silence, the worship of an ayvcocrro 9 0 eo? as a 
historical fact ? Is not this supposition the more arbitrary, as it is 
very conceivable that the ayvcoaros deos of the Acts of the Apostles 
may have originated in the ayvcoaroi, 6eoi of the ancients ? In 
reality no other theory can be accepted if we consider the matter 
carefully. Neander regards it as a proof of the Apostle's trust¬ 
worthiness that the altar he refers to is not dedicated to the 
unknown God, but ±0 an, unknown, indefinite, god, but this proves 
just the contrary. The unhistorical character of the whole passage 
is admitted, as it must be, when it is granted that the altar with 
the inscription ayvwcrT(p 0ea> was not dedicated expressly to “ the 
unknown God,” but to one whose name was accidentally not known; 
in this case how can we overlook the fact that the Apostle must have 
been guilty of open violation of the truth if he declared this very 
God to be the One whom he preached, the true God, the Creator of 
heaven and earth ? If he were only “ an unknown God,” he would 


VOL. 1. 


1 Compare Meyer on this passage. 


M 


178 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part I. 


not be distinguished from the rest of the known gods by his in¬ 
dividual character, but only by the accidental circumstance that his 
name was not known, or that no special name had been given him ; 
he would be one of the same class with the rest of the deities of the 
polytheistic faith, from whom the true God of monotheism is differ¬ 
ent in every essential point, and it is evident that there may quite 
as well be several unknown gods of this sort as one. If we look 
at the matter in this light we can see why, in the passages quoted 
from the ancients, the altars mentioned are always to “ unknown 
gods,” and never to “an unknown God.” Polytheistic religion 
naturally implied this : it could nowhere rest in one God; on the 
same grounds on which it presumed there might be one unknown 
God, it also presumed that there might be several. In this worship 
of the nameless and unknown there is betrayed in a very remark¬ 
able manner the unsatisfying nature of polytheism, that innate 
misgiving that there does exist something of which the conscious 
knowledge and name are still wanting ; in other words, that nega¬ 
tive nature of its principles which prevents polytheism from being 
more than a step in the transition to monotheism. This thought, 
which is the true one for the Apostle’s line of argument, and for 
which it would not matter whether he started from ayvcoaroc Oeol 
in the plural, or from one ayvcoaTos Oeos only, cannot be traced in 
the account in the Acts of the Apostles, where the chief point in the 
Apostle’s argument undoubtedly lies in the unity of the ayvwaro^ 
fleo?. 1 Such a confusion between the ayvcoaroc 6eoi t who can be 
found in history, and the ayvcoaTos 0 eo?, who is so unhistorical and 
foreign to the nature of polytheism, could only have been ventured on 

1 When Neander (p. 263, Bohn 188) says, “ Paul used this inscription, in order 
to attach a deeper meaning to it, as a point of connection, to indicate the higher but 
indistinct longing which lies at the root of polytheism,” it must be remarked on 
the other hand that in any case—even assuming the theory of a deeper meaning, 
which the Athenians at any rate were scarcely in a condition to appreciate—there 
remains a striking incorrectness in identifying this “ unknown God” with the God 
of the Old Testament; such an identification could have no probability except it 
were warranted by the inscription. As soon as we are obliged to argue from the 
unknown one to the unknown several, we see traces of design rather than of depth 
of reasoning. 
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by an author who stood at a distance from the events related, and 
had not before his eyes, as the Apostle Paul would certainly have 
had, the fear of being refuted there and then. It is easy to see that 
this stands in very close connection with the tendency in the speech 
to make the Apostle bring forward as much as possible those points 
on which the religious consciousness of the Athenians most nearly 
approached to Christianity. To this end the author made use of 
the fact of which he was aware, that in Athens unknown gods were 
worshipped. But at the same time he imagined that the only way 
for him to express the very true thought that was floating in his 
mind was to substitute ayvcoaro ? for ayvcDaroi, and as soon as the 
plural had given place to the singular, the expression thus 
ingeniously altered suggested that this ayvwcrros 0 eo? might be 
turned into the true God of the Jewish-Christian faith. 

The second speech which we have here to consider, that farewell 
speech which the Apostle is said to have delivered to the Elders 
of the Ephesian Church whom he had summoned to Miletus be¬ 
fore his last journey to Jerusalem, bears also the undoubted im¬ 
press of a later time. How could the idea occur to the Apostle to 
deliver such a farewell speech and to summon the Ephesian Elders 
to Miletus for the express purpose ? Could he at that time fore¬ 
see with the definiteness and certainty expressed in the speech, 
that he stood at the goal of his apostolic course, that his work was 
ended, and that none of those amongst whom he had hitherto 
preached the kingdom of God would see his face again ? Is this 
same feeling, this same view of his course as being already closed, 
exhibited by the Apostle later on ? When he saw himself at 
Jerusalem in danger of falling into the hands of the Jews and of 
being offered up as a victim to their hatred, would he have 
appealed to Caesar for any other reason than to escape the danger 
threatening him in Jerusalem, and to secure with the preservation 
of his life the continuation of his apostolic work by a just decision 
of his cause in Borne ? Does not the Acts of the Apostles itself 
(xxiii. 11) represent the Apostle as cherishing, even after his im¬ 
prisonment, the joyful confidence that he should yet bear witness 
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to the cause of the Gospel not only at Jerusalem but also at Koine ? 
What could warrant this confidence if, according to the express 
assertion in this speech, he saw in the imprisonment he suffered 
at Jerusalem the end of his apostolic work ? And what completely 
different views as to his position and to the future awaiting him 
did the Apostle entertain not long before, when in writing the 
Epistle to the Romans he spoke in the most cheerful manner of 
the journey which he intended making to Jerusalem, and at the 
same time passed so lightly over the probable dangers, without, 
however, seeking to ignore them ( irapcucakw Be vfias, dBeXcpol — 
avvaycovicrao-Oal puoi ev tcus irpoaev^al^ vnrep epuov 7rpo9 toz/ Oeov. 
'Iva pvaOco airo tcov drreidovvrcov ev ry ’ IovBata , Romans xv. 30, 
31), that he connected the fortunate completion of this journey, 
which he confidently hoped for, with the plan of a further journey 
into Spain and the West, Romans xv. 22-32, There is no trace 
whatever here of that utterly sorrowful picture of the future which 
floated before the mind of the Apostle in the farewell speech at 
Miletus : it is rather a clear, joyful, hopeful view which he takes 
of it; he hopes to return from Jerusalem, and visit the Roman 
Christians, ev irXrjpcjpbaTt evKoyla? tov Xpcarov (29), ev %CLpa 
(32), evidently quite a different %apa from that with which (Acts 
xx. 24) he is ready to Tekeiwaai tov Bpopuov — kcll ttjv BiclkovIclv — 
BiapLapTvpacrOaL to evayyeXiov. 1 Can we imagine that the 
Apostles position and frame of mind could have so completely 
changed in so short a space of time ? It cannot be said that the 
words uttered by the Apostle in this farewell speech, with regard 
to the future that lay before him, were merely vague forebodings, 
the results of the temporarily depressed state of his feelings on 
that occasion, and that on that account they need not be too 
minutely compared with what actually followed. This cannot be 
maintained; for not only is the speech a farewell, not only does 
it quite come up to the idea of a final separation, but everything 

1 I abstain here from uttering my doubts as to the authenticity of this part 
of the Epistle to Romans, as in any case this argument, kclt av6pa)7rov f is quite 
to the point. 
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it indicates regarding the impending fate of the Apostle agrees so 
exactly with what actually occurred that it is impossible to look 
on the words as the expression of a vague, casual presentiment. 
The Apostle already sees himself bound in spirit on his way to 
Jerusalem. Every city through which his way led him brought 
Jerusalem before him, and awakened in him the thoughts of bonds 
and imprisonment. Although the several circumstances which 
led to his imprisonment at Jerusalem were of course still in the 
distance, yet the chief fact itself stood clearly before his mind 
exactly as it really afterwards occurred—the fact that with his 
arrival at Jerusalem a time of captivity would begin, which would 
set a limit to his free apostolic work for ever. How could he have 
foreseen this so distinctly then, or have been able so exactly to 
predict what did not take shape till four years afterwards, and even 
then, it is probable, in a manner totally unexpected by the Apostle ? 
Must not this incline us to think that the speech was not really so 
delivered by the Apostle as we have it, but only put into his 
mouth by the author post eventum ? This theory is supported also 
by some very trustworthy criteria, which point to a later date of 
composition. The 7 TpeafivTepoi rfjs e/CfcXrjaias (17), the eiruncoiroL, 
whom to IIvev/jLa to ''Ayiov edero iroLpbaiveiv rrjv e/cfcXrjalav tov 
Kvplov , rjv irepLeiroLrjcraTo Sid tov aipLaro 9 rov Ihlov (28), are here 
invested with an importance of which there is no trace in the 
genuine Epistles of the Apostle Paul. The more weight must 
be laid on this as it is connected with another point, which, 
as it was closely allied with it in reality, is also allied with 
it here. The exhortations to watchfulness and faithful care for 
the church which the departing Apostle here gives, were addressed 
especially to the 7rpeaf3vT€poi , or eirlaKoiroi, because, as the author 
represents him as saying to them, xx. 29, eXevaovrai yaera ttjv 
acj)L^iv piov Xvkoi fiapels eU ipuas, pur) cfreiSopievoL tov ttol^vlov* Kai 
vpuedv avTcov avaaTrjcrovTat avSpe? \a\ovv Te? hieaTpapupidva, tov 
airoGirav tou? pbadrjTa 9 oirlaco avTcov. That by these dangerous 
wolves so destructive to the flock are meant false teachers there 
can be no doubt; but we cannot overlook the fact that they are such 
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false teachers as arise in the midst of the Christian Church itself, 
and draw disciples after them by departure from orthodoxy. How 
distinctly the existence of sects of heretics is here indicated, as 
they existed certainly not before the close of the first century, but 
more probably at the beginning of the second, as if this had been 
a spreading evil in the Church at that time. But of all this we 
find no trace in the genuine Epistles of the Apostle, which only 
speak of other kinds of false teachers and opponents of the Apostle. 
Only in the so-called Pastoral Epistles of the Apostle is there some¬ 
what of a parallel to this passage, but the less doubt there is 
of their being spurious, and of their date being far removed from 
the apostolic period, the more distinctly does their agreement with 
the Acts of the Apostles on this point prove that this speech also 
bears the stamp of a later period; and we are not surprised to 
find that the author himself could not entirely conceal the fact of 
the difference of date, as he delays the appearance of these dangerous 
heretics till after the departure of the Apostle (fiera rrjv a(pL^LV 
fMov, 29). The conclusion is obvious that throughout this speech 
that which is represented as a prophetic seeing of the Euture on 
the part of the Apostle, is really a vaticinium post eventum , of which 
he is represented as the speaker. 

It is therefore clear that the author of the Acts of the Apostles 
fixed upon the time when the Apostle Paul, on his last journey to 
Jerusalem, came into the neighbourhood of the church in whose 
midst he had so long laboured, in order to make him deliver a 
formal and solemn farewell speech, and in it, before these witnesses, 
to give an account of his apostolic mission up to that time. This 
was a moment full of importance, a critical turning-point in the 
life of the Apostle : he was leaving the chief theatre of his 
apostolic activity to which he was bound by so many solemn ties 
of the Past and thoughts of the Future. His departure from this 
sphere of labour was at the same time his farewell to his 
a posto liccareer; he was now for the last time the Apostle, working 
free and uncontrolled, and immediately afterwards there was to 
begin for him a period of imprisonment from which, however long 
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it lasted, he was never again to be free. In this solemn light did 
this occasion appear to the author of the Acts of the Apostles, 
when from his own standpoint he reviewed the course of the 
events which had followed in such close connection from one 
pregnant event; and he believed that it was his duty as a thought¬ 
ful author, following the development of events with all attention, 
to represent this crisis in its full significance and solemnity. But 
only from the standpoint of a later time could the affair be thus 
considered. However much the principles enunciated may be 
worthy of the Apostle,—though the feelings and thoughts he is 
made to express, and the whole scene presented to us may be 
beautiful, elevating, tender, and moving,—it is to the author, not 
to the Apostle, that all must be referred, and we must even hold it 
to be extremely doubtful whether anything corresponding to this 
scene ever occurred at all. The fact that only the elders and 
bishops were summoned by the Apostle as representatives of the 
Church over which they presided shows the spirit of a later 
time. If the speech was not really so delivered, the occurrences 
which followed at its conclusion (36-38) must share its fate. 
We have here a striking instance how well the author of the 
Acts of the Apostles understood how to paint in living colours a 
situation so full of emotion, but at the same time to what extent he 
thought himself warranted to avail himself of his literary freedom. 

The parallel with the Apostle Peter, which is generally kept in 
view, is not directly apparent in the two speeches now under con¬ 
sideration; still they must be reckoned as apologetic. Such a 
picture of the Apostle’s activity, showing how it went forth in 
every direction, and was everywhere more or less successful, such 
a description of the devotion and self-sacrifice with which he 
applied himself to his office, 1 can only tend to the renown of the 

1 A special passing reference to Peter may, however, be contained in the words, 
xx. 20, ovbev VTr€(TT€Lkdpr]v to )v avpcjiepovrcov, tov pr) avayyelXai vplv kcu biba£at 
vpas brjpocriq kcu kcit olkov ?. Compare 27. It seems that that rectitude in the 
office of teacher, and freedom from all taint of hypocrisy, which the Jewish 
Christians claimed for their Peter in order to defend him from the reproach of the 
{moareWeiv, Gal. ii. 12, is here claimed for the Apostle Paul as well. 
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Apostle, and to the dispersion of the prejudices conceived against 
him. But there is no question that we find the apologetic parallel 
between the two Apostles again, when in the same section of the 
Acts of the Apostles we turn from the speech to the miracles, and 
to other tokens of the apostolic activity. 

The first narrative we have to deal with here, Acts xix. 1, is one 
of the most obscure and difficult parts of the Acts of the Apostles, 
and can only be rightly understood from the point of view of this 
parallel. The question is about disciples of John who had only 
been baptised with the baptism of John, but received baptism in 
the name of the Lord Jesus from the Apostle Paul. To this class 
belongs also the Alexandrine Apollos, mentioned xviii. 25, for it 
is said of him also that he had only known the baptism of John. 
What conception are we to form of these disciples of John ? 
On one side these men are described as Christians, they are even 
called disciples, fiad^rai (which expression cannot possibly be 
taken in any other sense than the general one, and must mean 
disciples of Jesus), ver. 1, and also believers, ircarevaavre^, ver. 2 ; 
and it is said of Apollos, xviii. 25, not only that he was instructed 
in the doctrine of the Lord, but that he taught the things of the 
Lord, and enforced them with all the fervour of his spirit. 
On the other hand, we have indications that these men were 
not precisely Christians. They were baptised in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, because John, whose baptism alone they knew, 
had only baptised them into the faith of one who was to come 
after him. That this One who was to follow John had really now 
come seems to have been still unknown to these disciples of John. 
Although Apollos appears to have been acquainted not only with 
the doctrine, but with the person of the Lord ( ra n repl tov Kvpiov , 
xviii. 25), yet his knowledge must have been very incomplete and 
imperfect, as Aquila and Priscilla undertook to instruct him more 
exactly in the divine doctrine. How can we believe both these state¬ 
ments and unite them in a coherent account ? Olshausen holds 
that these disciples of John “ formed a middle party between those 
adherents of John who, like the Apostles, had identified themselves 
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unreservedly with the Church, and those who openly opposed Chris¬ 
tianity, making the Baptist the Messiah, and who were afterwards 
known as Zabians. This middle party had indeed been led by the 
Baptist to Jesus as the Messiah, and had been warmed by his light, 
but they knew nothing further about him, probably owing to the 
journeys which they made into foreign lands before the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit.” But, in the first place, this is not very probable 
in itself, and in the second it does not meet the case of Apollos, 
of whom it is expressly said that he eXaXec* kcu eSlSaa/cev d/cpi,/3co$ 
ra 7r€pl rov Kvplov. How could this be said of him, if he knew 
nothing more of Jesus than what John the Baptist hinted about 
him, and when he had at last an opportunity of learning rrjv oSov tov 
Kvplov , how could he remain unacquainted with the most important 
thing of all ? Equally vague is the relation of these disciples of 
John to the Holy Spirit. According to Olshausen, the meaning of 
their words is that their notion of God was still that of a rigid, 
self-contained, incommunicable unity, and that they had no insight 
into the distinctive properties of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
which arise out of the essential nature of Spirit, and without which 
God cannot be apprehended as a living God who communicates and 
reveals himself. But even as Jews they must have known of the 
Holy Spirit as the principle of divine revelation, while we find them 
affirming, xix. 2, aX)C ovBe el Ilvevpba ayidv eartv, rj/covcrapiev. Un¬ 
doubtedly these words can only be understood as referring to the 
imparting of the Holy Spirit as the peculiar principle of Chris¬ 
tianity, but this explanation fails to give us a satisfactory and con¬ 
sistent notion of what happened, unless we take it that the signs of 
the Holy Spirit which we are to think of here are those manifesta¬ 
tions which the Acts regards as the essential and characteristic 
token of his presence, namely, the XaXelv yXdxraai? and the 
' 7 rpo(f) 7 ]T€V€Lv . It was of these that they knew nothing, and this is 
what distinguishes them as disciples of John from the Christian 
fLaOrjraL in the more restricted sense. The best illustration of the 
passage is to be found in xi. 15, where Peter says that as soon as 
he began to speak in the house of Cornelius, the Holy Ghost fell 
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on Cornelius and on the Gentiles who were with him, in the same 
manner as it had done on them, the Apostles, at the beginning, and 
that he then remembered the words of the Lord:— ’Iwdvvrj? fiev 
e^dimaev v8an, vfiels Se ftaTrTiaOricreaOe ev JJvevpbaTL d<ylq>. Here 
we see distinctly what we have to understand when the Acts 
speaks of the /3 dm-ia-fia *.Icoavvov and the /3 dirnafia eU to ovofia 
Kvplov ’Irjaov . As in the case of Cornelius and those who were 
baptised with him, the descent of the Holy Spirit was at once made 
known by the \a\ecv y\d)a<rcu<; and the 7 rpofareveiv, so also in the 
case of the disciples of John. Thus though a man may be acquainted 
with the doctrine of the Lord and a believer in him, yet if he has 
not yet experienced these operations of the Spirit he is merely at the 
stage of the baptism of John ; he does not become a Christian in 
the fullest sense till he is baptised with the Holy Spirit as well. 
But this is not the whole of the explanation we require : we must 
seek for some clearer light on these disciples of John. The XaXelv 
ryXcoacrcus and the 7 rpofareveiv, in the sense in which the author of 
the Acts unquestionably uses them in chap, ii., can only he held to 
be a mythical representation of the operation of the Holy Spirit. 
Now if in this case we try to substitute the thing itself for the 
mythical veil of it, we find that we have no characteristic mark 
that could serve to distinguish the disciples of John from other 
Christians. What are we to think of them, if they were Chris¬ 
tians, but Christians on a lower level than the rest, in that the 
Christian inspiration did not manifest its presence in them in the 
same lively manner as in other Christians ? This inferiority must 
•have had its root in a defective Christian instruction and life, and 
how could this form a distinct criterion to mark them off from other 
Christians ? At that time, as at every time, we may assume that 
Christians were divided into the less perfect and the more perfect,— 
into those who were moved in a deep and living way by the Chris¬ 
tian principle and those who felt it much less profoundly. Thus 
everything depends on the sense in which the Acts speaks of 
\a\e2v r/kdcraai? and irpofprjTeveiv, and only so far as we take these 
mythical symbols to have been actual realities, can we suppose that 
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the disciples of John were a peculiar class of Christians. This 
appears unmistakably in the case of f Apollos, who is associated 
with them. Let us read the description of him given us, xviii. 
25,26, without the words eTriardpevos povov to /3 dirTiapa 'ladvvov, 
which are evidently intended merely to make the transition from 
Apollos to the disciples of John, who are spoken of immediately 
after, and to identify him with them as one of the same class; and 
does not the account of Apollos then become clear and consistent, 
without anything being lost? We then find Apollos to have been 
an Alexandrian who, as was to be expected, did not adhere to the 
strict Judaism of the Jerusalem party, but who had not yet become 
acquainted with Pauline Christianity, nearly as he approached it, 
and easy as it was for him to adopt it. This form of Christianity 
he first learned from Aquila and Priscilla, the intimate friends of 
the Apostle, and thus he left the peculiar isolated position he had 
hitherto held as a sort of intermediate party between the Jewish 
Apostles and the Apostle of the Gentiles, and attached himself to the 
Apostle Paul, as we see from the Epistles to the Corinthians. Is 
not this a perfectly clear and satisfactory account of him, and does 
not the {Sonnierpa \Icodvvov envelop him in obscurity? We cannot 
help thinking that the peculiar phenomenon which was found in 
the history of Apollos suggested to the writer his notion of the 
disciples of John : in the form in which they are here presented 
they cannot possibly have existed. As distinguished from the 
jSaTTTKTpa *Icodvvov, which is mentioned in the case of Apollos, the 
ISdimapa els to ovopa rov Kvplov ’Irjoov has now assumed the 
form of a \a\eiv ^Xdaaais and a irpo^reveiv, which manifest 
themselves in a special class of Christians. This recurrence of the 
speaking with tongues is, as we easily see, the point of the whole 
narrative; it is for this purpose that the disciples of John are 
brought upon the stage. Now, what is the author’s object in thus 
bringing up once more the \a\eiv yXcoacrais ? It is evidently done 
for t he sak e of the Apostle Paul. It is the imposition of his hands J 
that has this miraculous operation of the Holy Ghost for its im- 
jnediate result. Thus in the case of Apollos, whose (Sdirricrpa 
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’Icoavvov required to be supplemented by the (Saima pa eU to ovopa 
tov Kvplov ’irjaov as well as that of the others, we read neither of 
baptism and imposition of hands nor of any XaXeiv <y\tocrGai<; or 
irpo^reveiv, since Aquila and Priscilla could not represent the 
Apostle in these particulars. As it is only the Apostle whose 
laying on of hands produces such an effect, this is a clear proof of 
his genuine Apostolic character. This is what the author of the 
Acts wants to bring out, and for no other reason than that the 
Apostle Paul may not be found wanting in any distinction which 
the Apostle Peter enjoyed. The Acts represents that by the con¬ 
version of the first Gentile, Cornelius, Peter became an Apostle to 
the Gentiles, and had precedence of Paul, the special Apostle to the 
Gentiles in that capacity; and as the view of the Acts on the 
XaXeiv yXcocrcrcus is that it occurred only where the Holy Ghost 
manifested its operations in a new class of converts to Christianity, 
a XaXeiv yXcocro-ais must have taken place in connection with what 
Peter did at the conversion of Cornelius. The conversion of Cor¬ 
nelius was, according to the Acts, one of the most brilliant episodes 
in the apostolical career of Peter, and the manifestation of the Holy 
Ghost in so conspicuous a manner upon that occasion was a prin¬ 
cipal element in his triumph. How though Paul was placed second 
to Peter as an Apostle to the Gentiles, yet he was as much as 
possible to be made equal to him too; and so the XaXeiv 7 Xcoacrcus 
had to be given to him as a direct operation of the Holy Ghost 
which accompanied and attested his Apostolic activity. But to 
what class of men was this fresh XaXeiv yXaxrcraLs to be represented 
as having been imparted ? The first occasion when it was bestowed 
was the first Pentecost, and those whom it then showed to be the 
organs of the Spirit given by the risen Jesus were converts from 
Judaism. On the second occasion, at the conversion of Cornelius, 
it had proved the same of the first-fruits of the Gentiles. How if 
the XaXeiv yXroaaat^ was to have the same significance as on these 
two occasions, it had to be imparted to a new class of men, com¬ 
posed of neither Jews nor Gentiles. The disciples of John seemed 
to meet these conditions; they formed a peculiar third class of 
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half-believers in addition to the class of unbelieving Jews and the 
class of unbelieving Gentiles. They were not Gentiles (for they 
were born Jews), nor Jews like other Jews (for they believed in 
Jesus), and yet they were not Christians, for the Holy Spirit had 
not yet manifested itself in them as in other Christians. They were 
thus a third class of men, half-Christians, who were now to be made 
full Christians by the XaXeiv fyXwao-cu?. So simple is the solution 
of the strange enigma of these disciples of John when we refer the 
different elements of the problem to the ruling idea of the author, 
without remembering which all must be dark and unintelligible, 
namely, to make good the parallel between the two Apostles by a 
new and striking demonstration of the Apostle Paul's apostolic 
authority and power. 

Besides Antioch, which was the Apostle's starting-point, and 
whither he returned from time to time as he also did to Jerusalem 
(xviii. 22), the Acts represents Corinth and Ephesus as the chief 
scenes of his activity. In each of these towns the Apostle spent 
a considerable time, ceasing altogether from travel. The city of 
Ephesus, however, was the scene of the Apostle's most brilliant 
and successful labours. Here, after he left Corinth, the Apostle 
took up his residence, and spent two whole years; here, as the 
farewell speech at Miletus shows, he found his true sphere of labour. 
Here, accordingly, the author of the Acts reports not only the 
XaXeiv <yXwcT<Tcu<; of which we have spoken, but also a number of 
miracles and other effects accompanying the Apostle's preaching, 
which attest its splendid success, and contribute to the glorification 
of the Apostle in the same way as the wonderful works of Peter, 
narrated v. 15, sq. During the Apostle Paul's two years' residence 
at Ephesus, we are told all the dwellers in Asia, Jews and Greeks, 
heard the word of the Lord; and God worked miracles of no 
ordinary nature by the hands of Paul. Even handkerchiefs and 
other linen that had come in direct contact with the person 
of Paul were carried to sick persons, and their sicknesses 
departed from them and the evil spirits went out of them. How 
remarkable is the similarity between this description of the 
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brilliant success of Paul and what we hear of the Apostle Peter 
in the passage v. 15. How closely analogous is the purely mythi¬ 
cal trait; in the one case it was the shadow of Peter which cured 
the sick when it fell on them, here it is the handkerchiefs and 
linen of the Apostle that manifest an inherent miraculous power, 
like the relics of a later age. We have also a good instance here 
of how exaggeration is inseparable from imitation; the details 
here are so apocryphal that we might despair of finding any 
historical element in the story at all. Among the miraculous 
deeds of the Apostle Peter we find the expulsion of unclean 
spirits (v. 16). But in our passage the demons themselves work to 
promote the faith of Christ, by punishing the abuse of the name 
of Jesus, which certain Jewish exorcists had ventured on. 1 The 
demoniac, whose demon seven Jewish exorcists had endeavoured 
to cast out in the name of Jesus, was outraged at the impurity of 
their motives in what they did (for demons possess a higher intelli¬ 
gence), and fell upon the exorcists, treating them with such violence 

1 Even in the Gospels, demons are said to be cast out in the name of Jesus (cf. 
for example Mark xvi. 17), yet the power over demons here ascribed (Acts xix. 
13) to the ovopa tov Kvplov *Irj(rov is such as we do not find till the post-apostolic 
age. Compare on this point Justin’s Dialogue with the Jew Trypho, ch. 85. 
Christ, it is here said, is the Kvpios tcov bvvapeoov. o>? Kai vvv Ik tQ>v vn o\fnv 
yevopevcov paov vpas ncio-S^vai, eav 6e\r)Te. Kara yap tov ovoparos avrov tovtov , 
rov vlov tov 0eoO, Ka\ 7 rpcoTOTOKOv nacres ktIctc cos Kal bia napdevov yevvrjSevTos Ka\ 
nadrjTov yevopevov avOpanov, Kai (rravpcodevTOS eVt UovtIov IliXarov V7to tov \aov 
vpcbv , Kai anodavovros kcu avaoravTos i< veKpcbv, kcu avaj3avTos els tov ovpavov Trav 
Saipoviov e£opKi£6pcvov vimTai kcu vnoTacracTai. Origen, c. Cels., 1. 25, whilst he 
speaks of the occult importance of the name, adds : rrj? opoias ncpl 

ovopaToov <j)i\o(ro(f>Las Kai 6 rjpeTcpos *1 rj(rovs ov to ovopa pvpiovs rjbr) evapyebs 
cajparai balpovas egeXdaai ijsvxcbv Kai o’copa.Tcov, iv€pyr]crav els eKeivovs , a(f)' 
&v d7Trjka6r)(Tav. Is not this the idea of the passage in the Acts now under con¬ 
sideration ? By the viol 2 k€vo. * Iovdalov apxiepecos eirra are generally understood 
seven real sons of a Jewish High-Priest (Olshausen makes the dpxicpevs a chief 
Rabbi, who, perhaps, was the head of the Ephesian Jewish community), but with¬ 
out doubt the expression vlos ought to be taken in the sense in which, according 
to the Jewish mode of writing, the scholars of a master were called his “ sons.” 
The High Priest Sceva may therefore have been held by these and other Jewish 
exorcists as a celebrated master in the art of sorcery. That they were seven is 
due to the idea that seven demons sometimes took possession of a man. 
Such a union of spirits was thought to require a similar league of opposing forces 
to withstand it. 
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that they fled naked and wounded; and when this was known to 
all the Jews and Gentiles dwelling in Ephesus, general fear pre¬ 
vailed, and the name of the Lord Jesus was greatly magnified. 
Many, who already believed, indeed, but who at the same time 
practised sorcery, now burnt all the books that contained their 
magic formulas in one enormous pile. Ovrco Kara Kpdro<; } says 
the Acts of the Apostles at the conclusion of this narrative, 
6 Xoyo 9 rov Kvplov 7)v%av€ kcu la^vev. This is accordingly the 
point of view from which the whole narrative is to be considered. 
It is to give us a striking picture of the all-conquering power with 
which Paul worked for the spread of the faith of Jesus; but it 
betrays too distinctly the stamp of a later post-apostolic period. 
Let it be granted that the circumstances which caused these results 
really occurred as related (and this can only be granted on the 
unhistorical supposition of the reality of these demoniacal posses¬ 
sions), and even then we cannot suppose that the Apostle, who was 
in the habit of judging the result of his work only by the inner 
operations of the spirit, would have set any value on a propagation 
of the faith of Christ, however widely extended, which was carried 
on by such means as the demoniac, or rather the demon himself, 
employed. If the believers in Ephesus gave up the sorcery which 
still mingled with their Christianity, only because they deduced 
from such experiences the lesson that it was not safe to trifle with 
demons in the insincere manner that the exorcists had done, what 
was their Christianity but the exchange of one form of superstition 
for another ? And yet the verdict of the author of the Acts on the 
occurrence is : ovroo Kara k paro? 6 X 0709 rov Kvplov rjv^ave kcll 
Icryyev. Such an expression of opinion is so unworthy of a 
companion of an Apostle, and is so much in harmony with 
the views of a later time, that it leaves us in no doubt about 
its origin. At the same time we cannot ignore the fact that the 
narrative, 13-20, as well as that which follows, 21-40, seem to 
have originated only in an a priori abstraction. The intention of 
the author, as we have already said, was to give as brilliant a 
picture as possible of the labours of the Apostle at Ephesus. To 
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this end the Paganism that was opposed to Christianity, and re¬ 
quired to be overcome by it, had to be clearly portrayed. Now 
Ephesus was celebrated for two things : for its magic and for its 
worship of Artemis. The great progress of the cause of the Gospel 
through the labours of the Apostle had therefore to be demonstrated 
in relation to those two particulars. That Ephesus was a notorious 
seat of magic, was clear from the universally known ’.E^ecr ia 
rypdfifiaTa. From the nature of the case, magic involved, wherever 
it prevailed, the worship of demons. He who renounced magic 
had also to renounce demon-worship. Here the demons themselves 
were made to co-operate to this end; since as intelligent spirits 
who could penetrate into the inner nature of things, they abhorred 
a syncretism in which Christianity was so impurely blended, partly 
with Judaism and partly with heathenism. From such data was 
the narrative 13-20 constructed. 

If the author meant to represent here the victory which the 
Gospel obtained through Paul, over heathenism in the form in which 
it then existed at Ephesus, he could not forbear to speak of the 
celebrated temple-worship of the Ephesian Artemis. Could there 
be any greater proof of the extent to which the Gospel was pre¬ 
vailing, than that the great Artemis of the Ephesians was losing 
her worshippers, that the renowned silver shrines could no longer 
find purchasers, and that the whole guild of silversmiths employed 
in making them were in danger of losing their occupation, and 
very naturally broke out into open riot against the man who was 
the sole cause of this great change of affairs ? The connection in 
which the story of the tumult of Demetrius appears in the Acts at 
once suggests that it can only be regarded as an ideal picture of 
the success of the Apostle’s labours. We have no security for the 
truth of the individual statements; and in several points they fail 
to suggest to us any clear idea of what happened. We thus con¬ 
clude that the historical result of the whole passage, xix. 10-40, 
adds nothing to the Apostle’s own simple statement, 1 Cor. xvi. 9, 
about his residence at Ephesus, 0vpa yap fiot dvewye fjbeydXrj /cal 
evepyrjs, /ecu dvrucelpbevoi iroXkol (ef. xv. 32). In fact we see very 
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plainly on comparing v. 15,s£.,and xix. 11, sq., that the author had 
the example of Peter before his eyes; and the picture of the 
Apostle Paul’s operations had to be made to answer to the parallel. 

I am disposed to place the story of the youth who fell down 
from an open window on the third floor during the Apostle’s 
evening discourse at Troas, and whom he brought to life again 
(Acts xx. 7, sq.), under the same point of view. It is certainly 
probable that the young man was not dead at all, and the whole 
occurrence admits of a very simple explanation, just as it is told 
here, without the supposition of any miracle. On the other hand, 
the historian’s expression leaves it equally open to suppose that a 
miracle was wrought. That the Apostle hastened to the youth 
and laid himself upon him, proves nothing against the supposition 
of a miracle : secondary means of this kind were often employed 
in miraculous acts, though in no way necessary to the miracle. 
The words rj yap ^rvyrf avrov ev avTw ear tv may indeed signify 
“his life is still in him;” but how can it be said that Calvin’s 
remark, “non negat fuisse mortuum quia miraculi gloriam hoc 
modo extingueret—sed sensus est, vitam illi redditam esse Dei 
gratia,” is only a strange evasion, as Meyer, among the recent 
commentators, expresses it ? How, we cannot but ask, could the 
author say, xx. 9, simply, rjpOr] ve/cpos, if he did not really mean 
the reader to understand that the youth was dead ? The whole 
occurrence may have happened in a perfectly natural manner; 
yet the writer must have considered it to have been a nflracle, and 
must have designed to represent it as such. What led him to do 
this, if not the idea that Paul must not be left behind the other 
apostles in respect of miracles, and especially that he must be 
shown to be on a level with Peter, who among his other miracles 
had raised a dead person to life (ix. 36-43)? 1 

1 In the narrative of the miracles performed by the Apostle Peter at Lydda and 
Joppa (Acts ix. 33, sqq.), the different miracles of Jesus, as reported in the Gospels, 
are summarised and transferred to Peter. Thus besides the cure of a paralytic 
(ix. 33-35 cf. Mark ii. 1, sq.), we have a raising from the dead, 36-43., As the 
raising of the young man at Nain, Luke vii. 12, was specially called for by the 
fact that the youth was the only son of his mother, and that she was a widow, 
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An occurrence which in itself had been perfectly fortuitous and 
natural could easily be utilised for this purpose. The narrative 
xxviii. 8-10 may probably be regarded in the same way ; in which 
the Apostle appears as a miracle-worker, but which does not 
strictly require the hypothesis of miracle to explain it. 

so a special reason is alleged here. It is very naturally drawn from the alms¬ 
giving and good works on which the writer has been enlarging. A life that has 
been spent in so many good works,—this idea is most pathetically represented by 
the widows who stand round weeping and displaying the clothes and garments 
which the dead woman had made for them,—such a life should not be taken from 
the world, or should be restored to the world again. On this account the act of 
restoring to the friends is specially dwelt on here as well as in the gospel of Luke. 
As it is said in Luke, /cat ebooKev avrov rfj firjTp't avrov, so here, ix. 41, (fiavrjcras 8c 
tovs aylovs /cat ras XVP as Tcapca-Tr](Tcv avrrjv {axrav. For the rest the narrative 
closely follows that of the three Evangelists, Matthew ix. 18, sq ., 23-26 ; Mark 
v. 22, sq. ; Luke viii. 41, especially that of Mark. We may compare Mark v. 
40, e/c/3aX&>z/ a7ravTas Ka\ Kparrja-as tyjs \eLpbs tov ttcilSIov, XcycLavTrj TaXt#a, Kovpu' 
. . . Ka\ cv6ccos avearr) to Kopacnov , with Acts ix. 40, e/c/3aXa)t/ 8 c Travras 6 
IleVpos, clnc- TafiiOa, ava(TTr]6i: rj 8c . . . avcKadiac (compare Luke vii. 14, cIttc 
vcav'ujKC , aol Xeyco cycpdrjTr /cat avcKaOicrcv 6 vcavias)’ 8ovs 8c avTrj x € ty a civeo-Trjorcv 
avrrjv. The supposition, however, is very obvious that the name of the woman 
Ta/3t0a is only borrowed from the TaXt$a Kovpu of Mark. The name Ta/3i0a, Koe- 
deer or Gazelle in Hebrew and Syriac, means the same as TaXtda, with which it 
is interchangeable by Paronomasia, namely maiden; and as Mark (v. 41) adds o 
cart pcdcpprjvcvopcvov to Kopacriov , the author of the Acts follows with fj 8icpprj- 
vcvopcvr] \cycTcu AopKas. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


THE APOSTLE S ARREST AT JERUSALEM.—ACTS XXI., sq. 


The sad and gloomy forebodings with which, according to the 
Acts of the Apostles, the Apostle Paul set out on his journey to 
Jerusalem, and which he expressed in his farewell speech at 
Miletus, were too well grounded to admit of their fulfilment being 
long delayed. Scarcely had the Apostle arrived at Jerusalem when 
a series of events occurred, the result of which was that he found 
himself in the hands of the Roman magistrate at Jerusalem. After 
an imprisonment of two years at Caesarea, he was removed to Rome 
as a Roman prisoner to await the further decision of his fate by the 
Emperor, to whom, as a Roman citizen, he had appealed. Here, if 
anywhere, in this so famous passage of the Apostle’s life, we might 
expect from the Acts a narrative which we might implicitly receive 
as true. But we are deceived in this expectation. The false posi¬ 
tion which the Acts makes the Apostle take up towards Judaism 
could not fail to modify the narrative of the final catastrophe which 
occurred at Jerusalem. It cannot, indeed, be doubted that that \ 
catastrophe was brou ght on by ^the^ hatred which the Jews had all 
along cherished against the Apostle as an apostate from and enemy 
to the national religion. This preparation for it is not wanting in 
the Acts, throughout which the Jews appear as the Apostle’s 
bitterest enemies, who not only resist with all their might his 
preaching of the Gospel, but also attempt in every way to wreak 
their hatred on his person. But when we inquire for the precise 
cause of this hatred which the Jews bore to the Apostle, the Acts 
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provides us with no adequate explanation : the apologetic tendency 
of that work called imperatively for the concealment of the Apostle's 
true relation to the Jews as well as to the Jewish-Christians. This 
is the only possible way of accounting for the fact that the Acts 
gives a totally different picture of the occurrences at Jerusalem and 
Antioch from that which we find in the Apostle’s own Epistles. He 
is made to accommodate himself to Jujaism in a way to which he 
could not have consented without utterly deserting his principles. 
On this point we have already remarked how little credit is due to 
the assertion of the Acts, that Timothy allowed himself to be cir¬ 
cumcised at the Apostle’s suggestion. Our verdict must be the 
same with regard to those actions ascribed by the Acts to the 
Apostle, which show a similar leaning to the usages and institutions 
of Judaism. If these be not directly inconsistent with his well- 
known principles, they at least do not increase our confidence in 
him. Twice does the Acts draw attention to the fact that he did 
not neglect the customary visits to Jerusalem at the times of the 
festivals. He is represented as saying, xviii. 21 , Ael fie irdvrcas rrjv 
eoprrjv rrjv epyop,evr)v rrocrjaat els 'lepoaoXvpba . He began this same 
journey, moreover, with taking a vow, of which the undoubtedly 
Jewish practice of shaving the head was a feature . 1 He did not 
wish to be detained on his last journey, because, as we are told, 
Acts xx. 16, he hasted el Bvvarov rjv avra 1, rrjv rjpiepav rrj s irevTrj- 
ko arris 7 eveaQai els 'lepoadXvpba. The Apostle himself says very 
simply, Eomans xv. 25, in speaking of this journey, that he is 
going to Jerusalem, hicucovcov rocs ay tots , in order to convey thither 
the contributions collected in Macedonia and Achaia. In any case 
this must have been the chief object of the journey, as we see from 
2 Cor. viii. and ix., where these contributions are spoken of as a 
thing to which the Apostle attached great importance. The Acts 
says nothing of this, but on the other hand it dwells largely on the 
festival journey, on which the Apostle is entirely silent; and this 

1 Most commentators take the Ktipapevos, Acts xviii. 18, as relating to the 
Apostle. Perhaps this is meant to prepare us for his readiness to undertake the 
Nazarite offering, xxi. 24. 
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is evidently done with a view to making the Apostle appear as a 
faithful adherent of the Jewish national worship. But if the 
Apostle always showed such an adherence to the ancient religion of 
his fathers—an adherence which was not invalidated by his denial 
of the necessity of circumcision,—how are we to explain the great 
collision into which he came with his brethren in the faith, and the 
irreconcilable hate with which they followed him ? His faith in 
Jesus as the Messiah cannot have been the cause of this hatred, or 
it would have been directed equally against the Jewish-Christians 
who lived among the Jews in Jerusalem. It can only be explained 
by his teaching on the subject of th^law, y and nothing is more 
natural than that the Jews should consider him a deadly enemy to 
their religion, if, on the one hand, he was desirous of making the 
Gentiles Jews, by allowing them to partake of the Messianic salva¬ 
tion, which was ordained for the Jews alone, and on the other 
hand of relieving them from the necessity of circumcision, which 
the Jews regarded as the only portal through which they could 
enter to participate in the blessings of Judaism. As soon as cir¬ 
cumcision ceased to be the specific mark of Judaism, the essential 
difference between Jew and Gentile, and with it the absolute im¬ 
portance of Judaism, disappeared. Thus a teaching which insisted 
more than anything on the assertion that circumcision was no 
longer necessary, was obviously the most^direc t contrad iction of the 
very principle of Judaism. But however clearly this may explain 
the enmity of the Jews to the Apostle, yet it remains as inexpli¬ 
cable as ever, how, if we believe the Acts, the hatred of the Jews 
was directed exclusively against Paul, and not against the older 
Apostles, who on the subject of circumcision were entirely agreed 
with him. But if, as the Epistle to the Galatians leads us to assume, 
the elder Apostles were not agreed with him on this point, but, on 
the contrary, were at one with the Jewish-Christian party generally 
in upholding the necessity of circumcision, then we naturally con¬ 
clude that the attack made on the Apostle on account of his doctrine 
of freedom from the law did not proceed only from the Jews, but 
that the Jewish-Christians took part in it as well. And what can 
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we expect from a narrative which misrepresents the position of 
affairs in such essential particulars as this ? Must it not misrepre¬ 
sent the events which followed, and if it cannot pass over the real 
facts of the case in complete silence, must it not fall into contra¬ 
diction with itself? We have to keep this in mind in considering 
the narrative of the Apostle’s arrest at Jerusalem with the events 
which led to it and accompanied it. We meet here with difficulties 
and contradictions which are nothing but the natural collision which 
must ensue, when a historian who has from the first taken up such 
a false attitude towards the facts of history, finds afterwards that 
he must treat in some way or other the events in which the sequel 
of the history is developed. 

This view suggests itself irresistibly in regard to the first point 
with which the Acts of the Apostles begins the narrative of these 
last occurrences in Jerusalem. The Apostle went, on his arrival in 
Jerusalem, to James, the head of the Church at Jerusalem. In an 
assembly of the collected Elders, he gave a detailed account of the 
results of his apostolic labours among the Gentiles up to that time. 
All that he had to say on this subject was received with the most 
sympathetic recognition, but at the same time he was told that it 
was publicly known in Jerusalem that his teaching had been op¬ 
posed to circumcision. In order, therefore, to allay the hostility 
which his appearance in Jerusalem would excite, he was advised to 
join himself to four men, doubtless members of the Christian Church 
in Jerusalem, who had just undertaken a Nazarite vow, and to 
defray their charges in carrying out their vow, as was often done. 
Thus every one would see that there was nothing in the accusation 
which had been brought against him, but that he was an exact 
observer of the law. This advice the Apostle followed. Now it is 
not inconceivable that he should have gone into a course of action 
which, without any sacrifice of principle on his part, might have 
the effect of dispelling a prejudice which many had conceived 
against him, and of lessening the hostility of his enemies. But 
we must consider well the design which this act was intended to 
serve. The Apostle was accused of having preached to the Jews 
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in foreign countries that they should forsake Moses, asserting that 
they should not circumcise their children, nor observe the law (xxi. 
21). This accusation was not in itself untrue; it is a matter of 
fact that the Apostle preached among Jews and Gentiles a doctrine 
which could not but lead to the discontinuance of circumcision. 
He made the custom appear to be totally useless for the purpose 
for which it had hitherto been held necessary. Now we read that 
the Apostle was recommended to perform an action which was 
intended to impress his opponents with the idea that he still 
adhered strictly to the law ( aroc^el <? kcu avros tov vofiop (fivXdao’cov, 
i.e . as well as others), and that what was said of him was false (gjv 
Karr}')(r}VT(u 7 repl aov ovhev eart) ; false, then, that he was an opponent 
of circumcision. But how could James, the brother of the Lord, 
recommend such an act to be done from such a motive, and how 
could Paul demean himself to do it ? What should we think of 
the c harac ter of these men, if we supposed them capable of such a 
mode of action ? The author of the Acts felt this himself, hence he 
takes care to limit the Sihdcncetv airocrTacrlav diro Mcovaecos to the 
Jews who lived among the Gentiles (21 cf. 25), and the accusation 
is put in such a form as to imply the most direct hostility to cir¬ 
cumcision and the Mosaic Law (Xeycov purj irepiTejiveiv avroix; ra 
Tetcva, fjurjBe rots eOecn irepiTraTeiv, 21). Ver. 25 also bears reference 
to this. The meaning of this verse is, that the freedom of the Gen- 
tile-Christians is not to be curtailed; it is still to be the case that 
nothing further is exacted from them than the (pvXaacrecrdaL . . . 
to re el&coXodvTov, etc.: thus circumcision is not exacted from them. 
But how could the Apostle uphold the necessity of circumcision for 
the Jews if he denied it for the Gentiles ? The reference to the 
transactions of Acts xv., an event which cannot have taken place 
as is here implied, simply shows that the author wished to repre¬ 
sent matters in such a way as if in all his preaching on the subject 
of the law the Apostle had never said anything affecting Judaism 
in the very least. The commentators on the Acts hold it therefore to 
be inconceivable that the Apostle Paul ever directly attacked the ob¬ 
servance of the law; what he attacked as unchristian, they say, was 
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merely the making salvation depend on the observance of the law. 1 
But even in this he was most distinctly controverting the Jewish- 
Christian view of the necessity of observing the law, and could by 
no means escape the charge that his whole doctrine aimed at the 
subversion of the law. On the other side of the question the com¬ 
mentators find no difficulty in believing that by his example, and 
by the spirit of his whole life and work, the Apostle led many 
Jewish-Christians to give up the observance of the Mosaic law 
altogether, and that with a good conscience. How weak, then, and 
how unworthy of an Apostle is the evasion to which it is necessary 
to resort in order to justify the assertion wv Karri^vrai n repi aov 
ovhev eariv, aWa arot^el^ Kal avro$ top pofiop <f)v\d<Tcrcop. It was 
certainly very far from the Apostle’s intention to pretend to such 
an observance of the law. In his own Epistles he states in the 
frankest manner that he is an opponent of circumcision, and con¬ 
siders adherence to it to be quite inconsistent with the principles 
of his teaching. Here again we find the Epistle to the Galatians 
maintaining a consistent and irreconcilable contradiction to the 
Acts of the Apostles. “ Behold, I Paul say unto you,” the Apostle 
unreservedly declares, Gal. v. 2, 3, 6, 11, 13, “that if ye be cir¬ 
cumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. Eor I testify again to 
every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole 
law.” “ For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything 
nor uncircumcision ; but faith which worketh by love.” “ And I, 
brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecu¬ 
tion ? then is the offence of the cross ceased.” “ Ye have been 


1 Thus Olshausen on Acts xxi. 17-26 ; cf. also Neander, p. 425, Bohn, 302. 
“ Paul combated the outward observance of Judaism only so far as the justification 
and sanctification of men were made to depend on it.” What Neander says 
against me in this passage does not in the least alter the case. The Apostle 
does express the opinion (1 Cor. vii. 18-20) that Jews should remain Jews after 
their conversion, that Christianity does not require any one to change in these 
outward things;—these are merely outward things, and being such, may remain 
as they are. But this is evidently quite a new way of looking on these things, 
and it must have been perfectly evident that if circumcision was no longer 
necessary to salvation, its mere outward retention could be of no value, and must 
come to an end sooner or later, even for the Jews themselves. 
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called unto liberty.” Let it not be said that the Apostle speaks in 
this manner only to the Gentile-Christians of Galatia. When he 
declares in the same Epistle, “ Ye are the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus, for as many of you as have been baptised into 
Christ have put on Christ; there is neither Jew nor Greek,” he 
expressly asserts the principle that no difference can be acknow¬ 
ledged between Jew and Gentile. With what appearance of truth 
could he then come before the Jews with the statement, “In all 
that you have heard of me there is not a particle of truth. I 
am an adherent and an observer of the law as well as you 
Would this have been a less contemptible vTrofcpLcris than that 
which the Apostle himself so unreservedly condemned in Peter ? 
It is impossible that the Apostle should have resolved on such a 
course of action on the grounds given by the author of the Acts ; 
and if the motive disappears from which a certain course of action 
is said to have proceeded, how doubtful does the action itself 
become! And what reasonable ground could be imagined for such 
a course of action as the Apostle was recommended to adopt ? The 
result showed at once, and unmistakably, how vain and useless the 
advice and its adoption were. We conclude then that it is simply 
the author of the Acts who wishes to represent the Apostle as a 
faithful adheren t to, a nd observer^^ here, as well as 

everywhere (especially in xxviii. 17), he slurs over, or rather entirely 
ignores, the real difference between him and the Jewish-Christian 
party; he desires, in one word, to represent the Apostle of the 
Gentiles at any cost as an Apostle of the Jews, which he certainly 
neither was, nor, according to his own express declaration, ever 
wished to be considered. 

The advice thus given to the Apostle is founded on the alleged 
fact that there were so many tens of thousands of believing Jews in 
Jerusalem who were all strict zealots for the law (xxi. 20). But 
here also we meet with an insoluble difficulty. We must ask, how 
the Church of Jerusalem, which according to all accounts was not 
a considerable body, comes now to reckon as her members all those 
thousands of believing Jews ? The Jewish inhabitants of Jerusalem 
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in general might be correctly described as “ many tens of thousands/’ 
and it seems very natural to suppose that the words twv 7re7ucrTev- 
kotcov after ’IovSaccov are spurious. I have expressed this view 
before, and the objection has been raised to it that the state¬ 
ment thus made to Paul that there were in Jerusalem many 
thousands of Jews who were all zealous observers of the law, 
would have been self-evident and meaningless. I remark, how¬ 
ever, that the statement was not made to Paul by way of giving 
him information, but merely as appealing to a fact with which 
he was well acquainted, in favour of the cautious policy which 
he ought to pursue. But this correction of one mistake can 
do but little to restore credit to a narrative in which the grounds 
of critical objection lie so deep. If, comforted by Meander’s re¬ 
mark, that this number need not be taken as an exact estimate, 1 
we pass over the many “tens of thousands,” there still remain 
the “believing Jews” of whom the Apostle was warned, Jewish- 
Christians, that is to say, of the very same church in which we 
have just seen that the brethren gave the Apostle so friendly a 
reception. These same brethren are now described to him as zealots 
for the law, from whom he had to fear the worst on account of the 
accusation which had been brought against him of preaching 
apostasy from the Mosaic law. How can we possibly harmonise 
these two statements ? We might suppose that the members of 
the Church at Jerusalem were not all equally prejudiced and hostile 
to the Apostle, yet how trifling a proportion must the few brethren 
who were the exception have been to the general mass of the 
Jewish-Christians, who regarded the Apostle simply as the worst 
enemy of the law. 2 For we cannot help seeing that the description 

1 A writer who at first makes thousands upon thousands be converted by 
every sermon of the Apostles, need not surely make much difficulty about tens 
of thousands at this stage ! 

2 Kuinoel appreciates this difficulty, and remarks quite frankly on abe\(pol 
(17), “ Apostoli et presbyteri, nam coetus non favebat Paulo.” He is taken to 
task, however, by Meyer, who thinks his remark strange, “ as if ver. 20 spoke of a 
bigoted hostility to which there were no exceptions, and which went so far as not 
even to allow of a friendly reception.” But is not this undeniably the meaning 
of what follows ? The prejudice against the Apostle was so great that he was 
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of the temper of these zealots for the law is meant to depict to us 
that same hatred of the Apostle which soon afterwards broke out 
in so threatening a manner in spite of the advice which, though 
well-meant, could yet, from the nature of the case, scarcely avert 
the danger. 1 And why should we hesitate to believe in such a 
disposition against the Apostle among the Jewish-Christian in¬ 
habitants of Jerusalem, as well as among the Jewish inhabitants; 
are not those who came from James described to us as his declared 
foes and opponents ? Does not this statement about the great 
apprehension for the Apostle, awakened at that time by the zeal 
for the law cherished by those inhabitants of Jerusalem, agree 
completely with what we know of the feeling which was afterwards 
entertained against the Apostle Paul by the Ebionites, who were 
so nearly allied to the Jewish-Christians of Jerusalem? We can 
only wonder how a writer who has hitherto taken the greatest 
pains to conceal, as much as possible, the true relation in which 
the Apostle stood to the Jewish-Christians, should have here come 
forward for once with the bare naked truth, and this too in a 
connection in which the matter in hand had so great a practical 
importance, and by its results must have tended to bring the 


not recognised as a brother in the faith, but regarded only as an apostate. Thus 
it requires to be explained how in the Church of Jerusalem, a Church which was 
under the immediate guidance of the Apostles, such a difference had arisen 
between these abcXfpol ircivKTTtv kotcs and the a8eX</)ol. Neander is completely 
silent on this point. Though, as Zeller remarks (Apostel. Gesch. p. 281), the 
words of ver. 21 need not involve more than a suspicion, the case is not much 
altered. Suspicion would be enough to fan a considerable blaze of fanaticism in 
zealots such as these. 

1 The’writer himself suggests the connection between this temper of the Jewish - 
Cbristians and the scenes which took place afterwards. See ver. 22. Though the 
words iravT(os Set n\r)6os avvikBciv should be understood not of a tumult but 
merely of a concourse of the curious, how would that help us? A multitude 
which has flocked together from curiosity because an apostate and preacher of 
apostasy, of whom much has been heard, has ventured to appear in the streets of 
Jerusalem, cannot be credited with the kindest intentions. In such a case the 
merest accident might serve as an occasion for the smouldering hatred to burst 
out into open violence. This avvcXBelv, then, is not different from the o-vvbpopr) 
tov Xaov of ver. 30. It is also evident that outoj eo-riv . . . ndvras navraxov 
diba<TK<dv in ver. 28 refers to ver. 21, dnoaTaaiav dida&Keis. 
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Jewish-Christians into disrepute. But the clear literal meaning of 
his words can leave us in no doubt on the matter, and even if, as 
the iroaai fxvpuiSes seems to indicate, the Jewish-Christians of 
Jerusalem had become confused in his mind with the general body 
of the Jewish inhabitants of the city (for there cannot have been 
a very great difference between the Jews and the Jewish-Christians 
of Jerusalem), 1 what he has once said cannot be unsaid, and his 
testimony is of all the more value, as it must be looked on as 
wrung from him against his will by the might of historical truth. 
The result then is that, according to the statement of the author 
of the Acts of the Apostles himself, the Jewish-Christians in 
Jerusalem saw in the Apostle Paul an apostate from the law, and 
a preacher of this apostasy among both Jews and Gentiles. If 
they held this opinion of him, no one can be blamed for thinking 
that they cannot have been so indifferent and uninterested as is 
generally supposed, in events which, like the scenes that immedi¬ 
ately ensued, were undeniably the natural outcome of views and 
opinions such as theirs. 

What actually happened after this point was doubtless that the 
Apostle’s appearance in Jerusalem led to tumults in which he was 
saved from the passion of the Jews by the military force of the 
Eomans, but thus became a prisoner in their hands. The Acts tells 
us this; and it tells us in reality nothing more that we can im¬ 
plicitly believe. What it says of the occurrences which led to this 
result is all coloured through and through with the apologetic 
tendency which dominates the work. It is in pursuance of this 
tendency that the Apostle is made to take the advice that had 
been offered him. He absolved himself thereby from the charge 
that had been brought against him; the groundlessness and un¬ 
reasonableness of the hatred which burst out against him as an 
apostate became perfectly clear. This idea is the thread which 

1 *IouSaZoi oi irnncTevKOTes are therefore faithful adherents of the law in general 
—orthodox Jews, whether they are believing or unbelieving Jews in reference to 
Christianity. The expression is evidently used by the author in this sense as 
concerning Judaism merely. 
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runs through the series of public trials which followed the Apostle’s 
imprisonment. We have here an arti stically co nstructed plot, 
which, however, is by no means calculated to give us a clear or 
natural idea of what actually happened. If we turn to the chief 
scene of the narrative, which is certainly developed with some 
amount of dramatic interest, namely, the trial of the Apostle before 
the Sanhedrim, xxiii. 1 - 10 , how unlikely and unintelligible, how 
unworthy of the Apostle even, does everything appear! Most of 
all are we struck with the artifice which the Apostle is represented 
as employing in order to involve the two parties composing the 
Sanhedrim, namely, the Sadducees and the Pharisees, in a quarrel 
with each other, so as not only to avert the attention and passion 
of the Sanhedrim from himself, but to gain for himself the good-will 
of one of the parties. After the violent outburst of passion from 
both sides which had interrupted the Apostle’s discourse at its 
very outset, he commenced with the bold declaration, in which he 
had in view the difference ( which divided the two parties of the 
Sadducees and Pharisees, “ I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee ; 
of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question.” 
This one word is represented as having had the immediate result 
not only of setting the Sadducees and Pharisees at violent strife 
with each other, but of bringing over the Pharisees to the Apostle’s 
side, and making them declare openly that they found no fault in 
him. Here the first question that arises is whether the Apostle’s 
statement of the difference between himself and his opponents was 
strictly true. He might agree with the Pharisees in believing in a 
resurrection, but he could scarcely say with truth that the reason 
why he stood before that court was that he had preached Jesus as 
the one through whom the people of Israel’s hope of a resurrection 
was to be fulfilled. For if we take the sense of the Apostle’s 
words, 7 repl e\ 7 r /809 fcal avaaraggo)? ve/cpcov eyco Kplvofiai, as 
Neander takes it (Bohn, 307), it at once becomes clear that the 
question raised between him and his opponents was not that of 
the resurrection of the dead generally, but the question whether 
or not Jesus had risen from the dead. But this fact could bq 
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denied without prejudice to the general doctrine of a resurrection. 
And although the Apostle agreed with the Pharisees on this point, 
he at once differed from them with regard to a fact, without the 
recognition of which the belief in a resurrection could have no 
value or meaning for him. Here then it was simply useless for 
him to insist on this point of agreement, which included the hare 
possibility of the resurrection of Jesus, and at once suggested the 
great chasm there was between the possible and the actual. Thus 
it was only very superficially true that he stood for judgment as a 
Pharisee, on account of a belief which he held in common with 
the Pharisees. But the Apostle asserted expressly that he was 
being judged as a Pharisee. Even in this assertion we have a 
shifty and ambiguous way of evading the question at issue. And 
the same applies to the statement that the whole difference between 
the Apostle and his opponents could be reduced to the doctrine of 
the resurrection. The Apostle must have known perfectly well 
that the doctrine of the resurrection was not in dispute here at all; 
in regard to it he was in exactly the same case as the Jewish- 
Christians of Jerusalem who believed in the resurrection of Jesus 
and were not molested on that account. 

The real cause of offence was that which distinguished him 
from the Jewish-Christians, namely, his doctrine about the (law. 
Here then we find a second evasion of the real question at issue 
which does not agree with the Apostle's frank love of truth; and 
the remark of Grotius on ver. 6, “ non deerat Paulo humana etiam 
prudentia, qua in bonum evangelii utens columbse serpentem 
utiliter miscebat et inimicorum dissidiis fruebatur,” is a very 
accurate description of the case, but on that account by no means 
a vindication of the Apostle. But setting aside these moral diffi¬ 
culties, we can scarcely imagine that a single expression casually 
let fall by the Apostle regarding the resurrection could at once have 
kindled so fierce a fire. Parties which differed from each other on 
such essential points, and yet came in contact with each other so 
constantly in ordinary life, must long have come to an under¬ 
standing about the points on which they differed. In the Sam 
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hedrim they were united as members of one and the same tribunal, 
and we cannot believe that their doctrinal differences could on any 
occasion break out in passionate conflict; least of all in a case 
like this where the defence of the accused was so palpable a 
stratagem. Here, however, we have both parties disputing with a 
fury and a passion which blinded them to their own interests as 
much as if they had been quarrelling about these opposing doctrines 
for the first time. The intention of the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles in this narrative appears all the more clearly from the 
absence in it of any historical probability. The Acts makes Ahe 
Apostle Paul stand throughout in as close a relation as possible to 
Judaism; his r eal, essentia l opposition to^it is concealed and 
ignored, and in place of it that side of the Apostle's teaching and 
conduct is presented to us on which he has some small agreement 
with Judaism. In doing this the author evidently wishes on the 
one hand to remove the prejudices which the Jewish-Christians 
may have felt against the Apostle as an opponent of the law, and 
on the other to show how groundless the hatred of the Jews against 
the Apostle had really been. As the Apostle stands here before 
the Sanhedrim, which was composed of Pharisees and Sadducees 
alike, and held the belief in a resurrection in common with the 
Pharisees, the author had an opportunity of making it appear that 
the Pharisees had not been so much the enemies of the Apostle as 
the Sadducees. The Apostle was thus the victim of the partisan 
hatred of a mere sect. The author allows us to see the train of 
thought which led him to give this version of the story, when he 
remarks, xxiii. 8, on the doctrinal differences bet\Veen the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees. The reader is already well acquainted with 
these parties and even with their distinctive tenets (ver. 34), and 
what leads the writer to enlarge on this subject once more ? If he 
were only relating a matter of fact in a simple and careful way, it 
would never have occurred to him to make special mention of a 
fact which is taken for granted all through the Gospels as a thing 
that everybody knew. The position in which he was to place the 
Apostle in regard to the Pharisees and Sadducees must have led 
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him to dwell in this way on their doctrinal difference. He seems 
to have constructed his account of the Apostle’s behaviour before 
the Sanhedrim out of his knowledge of this difference between the 
two parties. So far is he misled by the efforts which he makes to 
represent the cause of the Apostle as a party affair of the Pharisees, 
that he almost makes the Pharisees into Christians. It is not 
enough that he finds a point of contact in the doctrine of the 
resurrection : the other peculiarity of the Pharisees, their belief in 
angels and spirits, is also pressed into the same service. Whilst 
the Pharisees, acknowledging the Apostle’s cause as their own, 
declare openly that they can find no fault with this man, they go 
so far as to add (ver. 9), el Se Trvevfia eXdXrjaev avrcp rj ayyeXo?, etc. 
This refers to what the Apostle had said in his speech to the people, 
xxii. 6-18, of the appearance of the risen Jesus, and the Pharisees 
seem prepared actually to concede to the Apostle the reality of 
these appearances; but in the very moment in which they seem to 
be about to acknowledge this openly, the author makes them 
suddenly suppress their declaration, as though they shrank back 
from so great a concession. We may say with Neander (p. 432, 
Bohn, 307) that “the concluding words of the interrupted speech, 
fir) Oeoiia'xwfiev, are certainly a gloss, and a gloss disturbing the 
sense, because this was assuredly more than the Pharisees from 
their standpoint could ever have thought of saying.” But the 
speech of the Pharisees requires to be completed in some way, 
and it matters little what words we supply; it is clear that 
even what goes before expresses far more than the Pharisees from 
their standpoint could ever have thought of saying. Those who 
were prepared to grant so much could have no objection of any 
weight to urge against the Christian faith. And how can we 
think that the Pharisees, seated in the Sanhedrim to judge the 
Apostle, could appear as champions of his cause, and that, blinded 
by a mere appearance of similarity between his faith and theirs, 
they could deem those features of his teaching which were offensive 
to them as Pharisees, and the great charge brought against him of 
profaning the temple, and undermining the authority of the law, to 
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be unimportant matters which called for no further discussion ? All 
this is in the highest degree improbable, and shows clearly that this 
whole trial before the Sanhedrim is, in the form in which we have 
it, a scene arranged by the author of the Acts, in which he does not 
even take pains to sustain the dignity of the Apostle’s character. 
We need not scruple to say that the quarrel between the Apostle 
and the High Priest, which forms the prelude to this disorderly 
assize, is so unworthy of the Apostle that thanks are due to any 
criticism which, on sufficient reasons, would free him from this / 
blot upon his char acter. The author of the Acts of the Apostles * 
has here in his mind—a thing that tells against rather than in favour 
of the historical character of his narrative—the trial of Jesus before 
the Sanhedrim; but how unlike does the Apostle appear to the 
image of him who “ lived in him.” “ Ubi est ilia patientia Salva- 
toris qui quasi agnus ductus ad victimam non aperuit os suum, sed 
clementer loquitur verberanti; ‘ Si male locutus, argue de malo, si 
autem bene, quid me csedis?’” This is Jerome’s sentence on this 
passage (contra Pelag. iii. init.), and the impression left by these 
words is not effaced when he adds, “Non Apostolo detrahimus, 
sed gloriam Domini praedicamus, qui in carne passus carnis injuriam 
superat et fragilitatem.” Even Olshausen does not hesitate to say 
that it appears unworthy of the Apostle to have spoken so abusively; 
that by such behaviour he transgressed the decorum due to the 
supreme court of justice, and, confounding the office with the person, 
gave passionate vent to his feelings with regard to the man, where 
only the office was concerned. 1 Neander indeed is of opinion that 
these passionate words contained the truth, and that the Apostle, 
when it was pointed out to him that it was the High Priest whom 
he had thus vilified, at once retracted his words, saying that he had 

1 It is really incomprehensible liow Olshausen from his standpoint oould have 
committed himself to such an opinion on the behaviour of the Apostle. If the 
letter is worth so much, and leaves no room to doubt that the Apostle really be¬ 
haved as is represented, and if it be also certain that the Apostles must, as direct 
organs of the Holy Spirit, be considered infallible authorities on every subject, 
then we ought not to judge the behaviour of the Apostle according to our human 
standard of morality, but rather to arrange our standard of morality according to 
the behaviour of the Apostle. 


0 



210 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part I. 


not reflected that it was the High Priest to whom he was speaking, 
and to whom, of course, according to law, reverence was due. But 
this can scarcely stand, for the simple reason that the words ov/c 
jjSeiv cannot mean “non reputabam.” They can only mean “I did not 
know.” How the Apostle could not say in earnest that he did not 
know him : he can only have said, “ I did not know that he was the 
High Priest,” in an ironical sense. If the words are to be taken in 
this sense, they show how little he thought of retracting. The same 
is shown by the stratagem to which he immediately afterwards 
resorted in order to embarrass the Sadducees, his real enemies, 
who had the High Priest Ananias at their head, by ranging himself 
on the side of the Pharisees, and making common cause with the 
latter against them. The same tone and character run through the 
whole of the Apostle's behaviour at this trial. I cannot agree with 
the opinion which Neander expresses on this passage (p. 421, Bohn, 
306), “The manner in which the Apostle conducted himself here 
shows him to have been a man who knew how to control the 
ebullitions of feeling with Christian self-control, and to avail 
himself of circumstances with Christian prudence without any 
compromise of truth.” I can see here neither any “ Christian re¬ 
pression of passion ” nor any Christian “ turning circumstances to 
account without prejudice to truth;” and I consider it unjust that 
the picture of the Apostle's character which we gain from his 
Epistles should be distorted by the misrepresentations of an author 
who lived long after the Apostolic period, and wrote in the interests 
of a party. 

If we have formed a true estimate of the passages, xxi. 17-26 
and xxiii. 1-10, we are led to the conclusion that we are not entitled 
to regard the narrative of which they form a part as a piece of 
actual history : even though historical criticism should not be able 
to demonstrate in every particular the truth of the suspicion at 
which it has thus arrived. After our examination of the passage 
xxiii. 1, sq., it must appear doubtful whether the Apostle's case 
was ever heard before the Sajihedrim at all. If this is doubtful, 
what security have we that the two speeches said to be delivered 
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by the Apostle—one, in chap, xxii., before the Jewish people, the 
other, chap, xxvi., before King Agrippa—were really delivered as 
the author tells us ? The first at any rate must have been delivered 
under circumstances which were scarcely suitable for such a dis¬ 
course. Is it likely that the Roman tribune, who had arrested the 
Apostle in the midst of a wild tumult, should have given permission 
to a prisoner whom he held to be an incendiary of the most 
dangerous kind, and about whom he knew nothing except what he 
heard from his own mouth—that he was a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, 
to deliver a public address when he was in the act of being removed 
to the castle ; it being impossible to foresee what effect the speech 
would have on the people, who were already excited to such an 
alarming degree ? Is it likely that in the excited state they were 
in, the people would have listened so long with patience to a man 
whom they hated, and of whom they were already convinced that 
he was worthy of death ? At any rate we must again draw atten¬ 
tion to the c^i^ou^circumstance which marks this speech as well 
as the speech of Stephen, and that delivered by the Apostle in the 
Areopagus. It is arranged in such a way that when the speaker 
arrives at a certain point he is interrupted. The point in this case 
is where he begins to speak of his mission to the Gentiles, and this 
reminds the people of their special reason for hating him. This 
point, however, is not reached until he has worked out his main 
thesis as far as he could mean to do so under such circumstances. 
Roth speeches, chaps, xxii. and xxvi., have a thoroughly apologetic 
tendency. The chief idea which the Apostle dwells on is this : the 
vocation to which he had hitherto devoted himself among the Gen¬ 
tiles was by no means arbitrarily chosen, or the accidental result of 
a resolution arrived at in his own mind without being influenced 
from without; he had merely followed a call that had been addressed 
to him from above, he had been forced to take the step by an objec¬ 
tive external agency, which operated on him so powerfully that he 
could not resist it. Of course, such an apology seems not inappro¬ 
priate to the aim which the Apostle is supposed to have had in view 
in delivering the two speeches, but it also suits in a remarkable 
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manner the apologetic tendency which the author of the Acts of the 
Apostles generally sets himself to further. The question therefore 
arises from it whether, when at other times he found it necessary to 
vindicate his position, the Apostle was in the habit of referring to the 
fact on which this apology is based. But this is not the case : in none 
of the Apostle's Epistles, in which he certainly had occasion to defend 
his position against opponents of various kinds, is there any distinct 
reference in such a spirit and for such a purpose to the outward 
matter of fact which he is here reported to have made the chief 
subject of important discourses on two separate occasions. But 
such an apology is, strictly considered, not at all suited to the situa¬ 
tion in which the Apostle found himself, at least in chap. xxii. We 
must not here forget that the true cause of the hatred of the Jews 
against the Apostle was not so much his faith in Christ as his 
attack upon the law. As long as he did not vindicate himself on 
this last subject, any apologetic attempt must have been in vain; 
but the whole of the speech contains no reference to this, and we 
cannot suppose the reason to have been that he was interrupted, or 
that he would have spoken on the subject if the speech had been 
continued. In the second speech also, in which the Apostle was 
at full liberty to express himself fully and in detail, nothing is said 
on this point. 

In fact the Acts of the Apostles purposely avoids it as if Paul 
did not differ in this respect from the other Apostles. In the then 
position of the Apostle such an apology could not have been of much 
use; but things would appear differently to a writer who had to 
vindicate the Apostle not merely in respect of his attitude towards 
the Mosaic law, but generally in respect of his Apostolic authority. 
What stronger evidence could be brought forward for such a 
purpose, than the repeated and circumstantial narrative of the 
extraordinary event by which, against his own intentions, and 
even against his will, he had been placed in the career in which 
he had been working as an Apostle ? 

If these two speeches, especially the first, can scarcely be thought 
to have been actually delivered, then we can scarcely help thinking, 
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with regard to this part of the Acts which deals with the Apostle's 
arrest, that the course of affairs was in reality much simpler than 
we have it here. The simple original fact has been made up into 
quite a number of public trials, each of which, however, is merely 
a repetition of one and the same scene. The same idea, also, is 
present in them all, namely, to have the Apostle’s innocence pro¬ 
claimed, now by himself, and now by others whose verdict might 
appear to be entitled to respect. This is the intention of the 
Apostle’s speech before the people : it was not indeed possible for 
him to convince them of his innocence, yet it was something to 
set up the objective point of view from which his case must, in 
justice, be decided. The proceedings before the Sanhedrim were 
instituted by the Eoman tribune, to whom the true cause of the 
tumultuous popular riot against the Apostle was still unknown, in 


order 71 mvat, to datyaXe 9 , to tl KaTTjyopelrac 7 rapd rcov ’IovSalcov 
(xxii. 30). As the Apostle succeeded in drawing the party of the 
Pharisees over to his interest, and received from them the declara¬ 
tion, OlfBeV KCLKQV evpL(TKOp>ev €V TO) avdptoTTCp TOVTOl) (xxiii. 9), how 
striking a public recognition of his innocence and of the justness 
of his cause was thus achieved ! The mild, indulgent treatment of 
the Apostle by the Eoman tribune was, as the Acts regards it, the 
result of the favourable issue of the trial before the Sanhedrim. 
The new trial which was instituted by the Eoman Procurator Felix, 
in the form of a Eoman process, gave the Apostle a fresh oppor¬ 
tunity not only of proving the injustice of the accusation brought 
against him, but also of exhibiting his orthodoxy as a Jew, in such 
a way as to make the point on which he differs from his opponents 
appear to be a very trifling affair indeed. But here also we cannot 
see how the Apostle could say with a clear conscience, opo\o<y£) he 
tovto aoi , otl Kara rrjv ohov rjv \e'<yovaiv aipeaiv, ovrco \arpevco 

„ / - ~ / r- * \ \ / \ " 5 

T(p 'ircurpcpOt) £/eq), marevcDv iraai tols Kara tov vop,ov kcll tol<; ev 
toZ? 7 rpo<f>r\Tcu<; r ye<ypcipLpL6voL<i {intcv alia , then the commandment, 
Genesis xvii. 14), ekirlha e^cov eU tov &eov> rjv kcll avrol ovtoi 
Trpoahe^ovrac, dvdaracnv peWecv eaeadcu vercpcov, hifcaLWV re kcll 
ahifccov* rj avrol ovtol eurdroyaav , t L evpov ev epiol ahiKrjp,a f aravros 
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fiov €7tc rov avveBpiov' rj irepl pea? ravn /<? (jxdvrjs, fjs eKpa^a ierra)? 
ev avrol*;, otl 7 repl dvaaraaeox; veicpwv eyco Kplvopai <jr\pepov v<j) 
vpicov (xxiv. 14, sqq.) The case of the Apostle is here again placed 
in a very equivocal light, but he is so far successful that the Pro¬ 
curator Felix not only does not decide against him, but treats him 
with attention and forbearance. Under the successor of Felix, the 
new Procurator Porcius Festus, a new and somewhat splendid trial 
took place, at which the Jewish King Agrippa and his sister Ber¬ 
nice were present. The Procurator was convinced of the Apostle’s 
innocence as his predecessor had been, yet his compliant attitude 
towards the Jews made it necessary for the Apostle to appeal to 
the Emperor. This trial is said to have been held as a compliment 
to the king; another reason is given afterwards, that the Procurator 
wished to have the king’s opinion on the case, he being a Jew (yet 
this opinion could only be founded on the ex parte statement of the 
Apostle himself), in order that he might have something definite to 
report to Pome. The Apostle accordingly relates afresh before this 
august assembly the history of his conversion, not without repeated 
assurances of his orthodoxy as a Jew, though at the same time 
evading the real point of the accusation against him. The result 
of this scene is the unanimous decision of the whole assembly : 
otl ovBev 6avdrov afyov rj Beapcov 'irpdacet 6 dv0pco7ro<; o5to9 with 
the additional declaration of Agrippa to Festus, cL7ro\e\va0aL e&vvaro 
6 dv0pco7ro<; 0 VT 09 , el prj eireKeKXrjTo Kalaapa . This was the result 
to which the author of the Acts wished to lead his reader, and he 
does not neglect to point out the importance of such an opinion 
from the mouth of one who was so well acquainted with all the 
customs and religious controversies of the Jews, and who also knew 
something of the history of Jesus (xxvi. 3). The question directly 
put to the King by the Apostle (verse 27), rrr car even; fiaaCkev 
’Ayptirira to£9 TrpcxpTjTcus ; with the confident answer given by the 
Apostle himself, olBa otl TrLcrTeveis, what purpose do they serve 
but to increase the importance of the King’s decision, by this 
assurance of his orthodoxy ? But it can scarcely be imagined 
that the decision of a King whose morals were not of the most 
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respectable, could have possessed such value in the Apostle's 
eyes ; nor that he prized so highly the opportunity afforded 
him of pleading his cause before the King, as the author of the 
Acts of the Apostles represents him to have said at the outset of 
his speech, xxvi. 2. 



CHAPTEE IX. 


THE APOSTLE PAUL IN ROME-HIS IMPRISONMENT AND MARTYRDOM. 

In consequence of the Apostle's appeal to the Emperor, the 
Procurator Festus ordered him to be removed from Caesarea to Eome. 
He travelled with some other prisoners under the escort of a 
Eoman centurion, whose humane treatment of him is warmly 
spoken of in the Acts. The detailed narrative of this journey, 
apparently taken from an account of it by Luke, though betraying 
another hand here and there, is yet th^jpaost^^ 
tion that the Acts give s us on the^Apostle^s life ; for the history of 
his apostolic labours, however, it contains little of importance. 
But as soon as he arrives in Eome we see him plunged into a 
controversy with the Jews, the results of which demand our study 
and attention. The most important statement bearing on the 
Apostle's life which this part of the Acts contains, is that given 
at the close of the work, that the Apostle remained two whole 
years in Eome, and held free intercourse with all that came to him, 
working unhindered for the kingdom of God by the preaching of 
the gospel of Christ. What makes this concluding remark, which 
has been so much discussed, so enigmatical, is that in speaking 
of a period of two years, it suggests that at the expiration of this 
period there was a change in the Apostle's circumstances, and 
that some definite event then took place. But what could this 
have been ? If the appeal of the Apostle to the Emperor was 
decided after this long delay, and the Apostle consequently set at 
liberty, it does not seem conceivable that the author of the Acts 
of the Apostles should pass over in utter silence an event for 
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which the reader is prepared by all that goes before, and which 
would have been in such striking accordance with the apologetic 
tendency of his work. 1 

The general assumption is that at the end of these two years 
the Apostle was set at liberty, either in consequence of the verdict 
of the Emperor, or in some other way ; that he then made several 
journeys, especially one to Spain, but that he afterwards under¬ 
went a second imprisonment at Eome, and at last suffered martyr¬ 
dom along with the Apostle Peter. A second Eoman imprisonment 
is first spoken of by Eusebius, but the idea had already become 
traditional in his time, and is based upon no other evidence than 
the Epistles called by the Apostle’s name, which were thought not 
to be intelligible without it. 2 Our opinion on this pretended fact, 
as well as on all that goes beyond the limit set by the Acts, depends 
chiefly on the question how far the historical connection in which 
these later fortunes of the Apostle are embodied appears to be worthy 
of our confidence. We still find Peter and Paul inseparable from 
each other ; even in their death they are not divided. This is very 
significant; we cannot fail to see here the mythico-traditional work¬ 
ing out of the ^arallel^which the author of the Acts has instituted 
between the two Apostles all along. The legend continues to expand 
in the direction of this definite idea ; and this process does not cease 
till a belief is formed and takes possession of the mind of the period, 
that Peter andPaul, the most illustrious of the Apostles, had founded 
the Eoman Church together, and after this common work had suffered 
a common martyrdom in the same city. Here the legend reaches 

1 In order to explain this conclusion of the Acts of the Apostles, Schnecken- 
burger remarks, p. 126—“He came to Rome and there preached unmolested : 
ficra 7 r acrrjs Trapprjo-ias aKcoXvrcos. Is not this a fitting conclusion ? Is it not 
quite in harmony with the design running through the whole history of Paul ?” 
Certainly ; if, that is to say, the author of the Acts had no more positive result 
to communicate ; if Paul was not actually acquitted and released. 

2 H. E. ii. 22. Tore pkv ovv a. 7 r 6 \oyr)(rdp€vov avBis eVt rrjv rov Krjpvyparos bia- 
Koviav Xd'yos (jreiXaaQcu rov airocTTokov bevrepov 6’ eVt/3dz/ra tt) avrfj ttoXcl 
tco kclt avrov (Nepcoua) reXetaj&jz/ai paprvplto iv a> beapois exopevos rov 7rpos Ti po- 
Beov bevrepav crwrarreL enLCTToXrjv, opov crrjpaivcDV rrjv re irporepav aura) yevoptvrjv 
aivokoylav Kai r rjv napanodas reAeiaxrti'. 
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its completion. Its point of departure was simply what was 
known of the life of Paul; nothing more. Paul did actually come 
to Pome : his office as Apostle to the Gentiles led him thither, and 
we may also take it as a historical fact that he died there as a 
martyr. In the case of Peter, however, we can find no basis for 
the story but vague legends. It cannot be disputed that he 
laboured for the Gospel beyond the bounds of Judea. At least 
the Acts of the Apostles represents him as not only going into 
Samaria, but also as visiting the cities of Phoenicia; and, according 
to Gal. ii. 11, he also appeared at Antioch. But on this point 
further proof is wanting : nothing can be built on the passage 
1 Cor. ix. 5. The Apostle Paul here says of himself, firj ovk e^ofiev 
e^ovalav d$e\<f>r)v yvvcuKa 7 repidyeiv, Kal ol XolttoI clitogtcIKoi, 

kcu ol aSe\(f>ol tov KvpLov , /cal Kycpas, but this rrepidyeiv can only 
refer to the Apostle Paul himself, and the sense of the words can 
only be : Had he not the right to take with him on his missionary 
journeys an aBeX^rj ywr) as the rest of the Apostles had an aBeXc^rj 
yvvrj ? In any case it may well be assumed that the foreign mis¬ 
sionary activity of the Apostle Peter was directed exclusively to 
the Jews, according to the arrangements made Gal. ii. 9. The 
martyrdom of the Apostle Peter is certainly mentioned in the 
New Testament, but it is only in the apocryphal-looking ap¬ 
pendix to the Gospel of John, xxi. 18, 19, and neither here nor 
in the fourth epistle of Clemens Eomanus, ch. v., is the place speci¬ 
fied. 1 Peter v. 13 shows, however, that when that Epistle was 
written, the legend had fixed his residence at Pome; the inter¬ 
pretation of Babylon by Borne agrees best with the whole tenor of 
the Epistle. Perhaps we may see a slight allusion to this legend 
in the two passages, Acts xix. 21 and xxiii. 11. Even at that 
time, when the Apostle Paul first took the resolve to travel from 
Ephesus by Macedonia and Achaia to Jerusalem, he is said to 
have declared emphatically on fiera to yeveaOai fie €/cet y Bel fie 
Kal 'Pdfirjv iBecv, and when he had successfully passed through 
the trial before the Sanhedrim, and the stormy scene with which 
it ended, the Lord is represented as appearing to him on the 
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following night, and encouraging him with the words, Qdpc ret, «9 
7 dp Steptaprvpa) ra 7 repl eptov eh * lepovaaKrqpL, ovrco ere Set /ecu eh 
'Pw/jltjv ptapTvpTjaat. In both these passages there is so marked a 
suggestion, that the apostolate must reach its highest point, and 
receive its crown of glory in the eh e Pd)pt7]v fiaprvprjaat , that there 
must be some special meaning in the phrase. In the case of an 
author who displays so distinct and so persistent an apologetic 
interest, it may not be too bold to suppose that the thought of the 
Apostle Peter, whom legend had already taken to Eome, may have 
been before his mind. Whether this be so or not, there was no 
doubt about the Apostle Paul’s case; but the author wishes to 
make his claim to the honour as clear as possible, and makes him 
express beforeharfd his knowledge of his destination. 

Starting from this, and seeking to trace the elements of the legend 
further, we find it divide into two different branches, one of which 
takes an Anti-Pauline, the other a Petrino-Pauline direction. The 
first of these forms is connected with Simon Magus, on whose account 
Peter is made to come to Eome. Even the Acts of the Apostles 
represents them as meeting in Samaria. When the Apostle 
perceived the perverse nature of the Magus from his design to 
obtain the Holy Spirit by impure means, he encountered the 
danger of corruption which threatened Christianity through the 
Magus. As for the question whether the Magus represents a real 
historical person, it is clear from the Acts that he is the reflection 
of a Samaritan popular deity. The religion of Samaria being con¬ 
sidered a heathen one, he became the representative both of the 
heretical Christianity which was mingled with elements of heathen¬ 
ism, and of heathenism itself; 1 and the Apostle Peter travelled 
from place to place, from land to land, from east to west, hard on 
the footsteps of the Magus who went before him, to combat him 
in every place, and to refute the godless doctrine he promulgated. 
This is the form in which the legend appears in the pseudo- 
Clementine Homilies, and in the writings connected with them. 


f 


1 Die Chr. Gnosis, p. 306. A more accurate and detailed account of Simon 
Magus will be found in “ Christenthum der drei ersten Jahrli.,” p. 87, sq . 


220 


LIFE AND WOBK OF PAUL. 


[Part I. 


In the same form Eusebius is also acquainted with it. As soon as 
the Magus had fled before the Apostle from the east to the west, 
and had attained so great success in Eome itself by means of his 
magic arts, that he was there honoured as a god and had a 
statue erected to him, Peter also appeared there. IIapa7rdSa<; 
yovv 67 rl t^9 avrrjs KXavSlov yS aaiXelas rj Travdyados kcu 

(j)t\av0 pC07TOT(JLTTj TO)V o\CDV TTpOVOMl TOV KCLpT€pOV KCU pLeyCLV TOV 

’ AttocttoXcov, tov dpeTrjs eveKa tov Xolttov diravTov irporiyopov, 
IleTpOV, 67 rl TTJV ' Pcopirjv d )9 67 TL T7 fklKOVTOV XvpL€OVCl filov %6tpa- 
ycoyel 09 olans ? yevvalo 9 tov &eov aTpaTrjyos tol 9 6eloi<; oifkois 

<j>pa%dp,€VO<Z, TTJV TTOXVT IpLTJTOV epLTTOpelaV TOV V07JT0V <f)Q)TO<; e£ 
avciToXcDv Tot9 kcltcl hvcnv eKopu^ev <££9 avTO kcu \dyov yjrv^ov 
crcDT7]pLov } to Kr\pvypia tt}$ tov ovpavov j3a<TLkela$ evayyeXi^dpievos. 
What is said here as well as by Justin Martyr in the lesser 
“ Apology/' of a statue erected to this Simon in Eome, on an 
island of the Tiber, with this inscription, Simoni deo Sancta,” is 
an evident mistake, a confusion of Simon Magus with the Sabine 
Eoman god Semo Sancus (who may also have been originally allied 
with the ancient Eastern Sem, Semo); but the curious and im¬ 
portant legend of the Magus and the Apostle Peter cannot have 
been derived altogether from this circumstance. This then was 
what brought the Apostle to Eome at so early a period. For the 
truth of this tradition Eusebius appeals at the close of his narrative 
(ii. 15) to Clement of Alexandria, who has related the history in 
the sixth book of his Hypotyposes, and to the similar testimony 
of Bishop Papias of Hierapolis. It is doubtful here whether 
Clement and Papias are cited as witnesses for the whole of the 
foregoing narrative about Simon Magus and Peter, or only for 
that part of it which refers to the Gospel of Mark. Eusebius is 
speaking about the reason why Mark composed his Gospel in 
Eome; he says : “ the great impression which Peter had made on 
the Eomish Christians by his brilliant victory over Simon Magus, 
had produced in them a strong desire to possess a written memorial 
of the Christian doctrine he had preached to them. So on their 
pressing entreaty, Mark, the companion of Peter, drew up the 
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Gospel which has been handed down under his name.'’ As we 
see in Eusebius vi. 14, Clement did actually mention Peters 
teaching in Eome, but whether the elder Papias did so too is 
doubtful, as Eusebius can only have referred to the passage quoted 
by him (iii. 39) from the works of Papias, in which it is only said 
that the Gospel of Mark arose out of the doctrinal teachings of the 
Apostle Peter. The Eomish origin of the Gospel of Mark seems, 
moreover, to have been an ancient tradition, which may thus 
have been well known to Papias; and if he knew this, why 
should he not have been acquainted with the rest of the 
story which stood in close connection with it ? Mark came to 
Eome only as the companion of Peter, but for what cause could 
Peter have come to Eome at so early a period, but that the 
presence of Simon Magus there made it necessary that he should 
be there also ? It is very possible that even in this form the 
legend had a certain antithetical relation to the. Apostl e P aul. 

Simon Magus being the personification of heathenism, the 
Apostle Peter, who followed him wherever he went, to combat him 
and convert the people everywhere from his false doctrine, is 
expressly described as the Apostle to the Gentiles, which he really 
was not, but is now made to have been, in order not to leave this 
renown exclusively to Paul. The p seudo-Clem entine Homilies 
expressly ascribe this title to the Apostle Peter, as he himself 
says, iii. 59, “ op/xav els rd eOvrj ra 7 roWovs Oeovs Xeyovra, /crjpvljac 



ev avrocs TrdvTa ottcos dyanrr\<javres avrov acoOrjvaL SvvrjOcoaLv” 
This sphere, which we are accustomed to see occupied exclusively 
by Paul, as the Apostle to the Gentiles, is here described as being- 
filled by Peter equally, and in this same Homily we are startled to 
find, by plain indications, that Simon Magus, whom the Apostle 
Peter overcomes, represents the Apostle Paul himself. It has 
already been shown what unequivocal attacks upon the Apostle 
Paul these Homilies contain; and especially how their theory of 
revelation is used to prove that he had forced his way among the 
number of the Apostles by illegitimate means, and was destitute of 



222 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part I. 


all true apostolic authority. This attack runs through the whole 
of these Homilies. The great charge brought against Simon Magus 
is that he had called Peter Kareyvcoapievo^ (Horn. xvii. 19). Now 
this applies to the Apostle Paul (Gal. ii. 11). There is the same 
reference when Peter, in the letter to James which is prefixed to 
the Homilies, chap, ii., speaks of a difference of doctrine which he 
not only knew of as a prophet, but because he could already see 
the beginning of the evil. “ For some among the Gentiles,” he 
says, “have rejected my preaching in accordance with the law, and 
have adopted the lawless and unworthy doctrine of a man opposed 
to me. Even in my lifetime some have undertaken, through artful 
interpretation of my teachings, to transform them into exhortations 
to the abolition of the law, as if that were my real opinion, and I 
were not straightforward in my teaching, which may God forbid. 
This conduct of theirs is nothing but opposition to the law of God, 
which was given by Moses, and testified to by our Lord when he 
said of its everlasting duration, 4 Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but one jot or one tittle shall not pass away from the law.' Thus 
he spoke that it might be kept in its entirety. But those persons 
who, I know not how, profess to be able to tell what I think, and 
to understand the teachings which I deliver better than I do myself, 
say of those teachings, that their doctrine and intention are such 
as I never intended them to be. If such persons dare to utter 
such lies in my lifetime, how much more will they dare to lie after 
my death!” 

There can scarcely be any doubt that this dv0pco7ro<; e%0po9, 
whose avopios kcu ^XvapdyBr}^ BiBaaKaXla the Gentiles accepted, is 
the Apostle to the Gentiles, Paul. He is also that TrXavos, of whom 
Peter says, H orn, ii. 17, that Simon Magus came to the Gentiles 
before him, but that he (Peter) followed him, eireXOcov &)9 ct/cotw 
</>£)<?, o )9 dyvola yvcoais, a>9 voa(p Iclgls. ovtcds &rj co 9 aXrjOrjs rjpuwv 
'jrpotyrjT'qs elprjKev , 7 rpcorov yjrevBe<; Bel eXOelv evayyeXcov vtto 
T rXavov tlvos tcai eW’ ovtcos puerd /cadalpecnv rov dytov to7tov 
evayyeXiov aXrjOe 9 Kpvcpa Bca7repL(f)d7]vaCy eU eiravopOonaLv rwv 
eaopievuv alpeaecov. The false gospel of this heretical teacher, on 
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which the^true one follows, is the Pauline gospel of the abolition 
of the^taw^and the words fiera KaOalpeatv tov dylov tottov are not 
merely a piece of chronology, but an allusion to Acts xxi. 28, 
according to which passage the Jews fell upon Paul with the cry, 
ovtos earcv 6 dvOpcDiros, 6 KaTa tov \aou kcu tov vopcov kcu tov 

TOTTOV TOVTOV 7 TaVTCLS 7 TCLVTdyOV 8i8d(TKO)V f €TL T€ KCU EWrjVdS 

elai^yayev eU to lepov kcu k€kolvcok€ tov ayiov tottov tovtov . With 
reference to the occurrence here narrated, Paul's conduct, aipring, 
as it was thought, at the violent abolition of the Mosaic (law, and 
all the institutions of Judaism, is designated as a KaOcUpeai? tov 
dytojj-yoTrov. His wild and characteristically heathen attack upon 
th6 la\y was thus represented as a prelude to the destruction of Jeru¬ 
salem and the temple, the dyios toVo?, by the Romans. These 
charges show the genuine Ebionitish spirit and character of these 
Homilies. The Ebionites saw in the Apostle Paul nothing but an 
apostate from the Jaw, and a false teacher, and they rejected all his 
Epistles. 1 Epiphanius could have mentioned, if he had chosen, 
many other particulars of their abuse of the Apostle Paul. 2 Men 
are apt to think that those whom they detest as heretics and inno¬ 
vators in religion have never been true members of the religion 
against which they have thus grievously transgressed, and so the 
Ebionites maintained that Paul was no Jew by birth, but a Greek 
or Gentile, born of Gentile parents, and who had only in later life 
become a proselyte to Judaism. To account for his inimical 
attitude towards Judaism a story was told which reminds us of 
many other charges originating in the same spirit. When Paul, 
the Ebionites asserted, came at a later period to Jerusalem and 
remained there for some time, he wished to marry a daughter of 
the High Priest. With this view he became a proselyte, and sub¬ 
mitted to circumcision. Railing, however, to obtain his desire, 
he vented his wrath and vexation by writing against circumcision 
and the Sabbath, and the law generally. 3 It may be asserted that it 

1 Irenseus contra Haer., i. 26. Eusebius, H. E. iii. 27. 

2 U(p\ tov ayiov IlavXov, a>s /SXao-^/xovi/res avrov Xeyovaiv , ivoaa e^co Xey€ip; 
Kaer. xxx. 25. 

3 Epiphanius, cap. xvi. 
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was only in the extreme development of their heresy that the 
Ebionites took up so hostile an attitude towards the Apostle Paul; 
but we must not forget that the tendency which, as it increased, 
constituted Ebionitism a heresy, was present in it from the beginning. 
The Jewish-Christian teachers whom Paul combated in his Epistles 
afford the clearest evidence of the feeling with which the Jewish - 
Christians regarded the Apostle Paul even in the first age of the 
Church, in the period when the antagonism between Ebionitism 
and Paulinism was only beginning to arise. Wherever Ebionitism 
appeared, whether in a more or less advanced stage, the same views 
and feelings with regard to the Apostle Paul must to some extent 
have prevailed. P&pias and Hegesippus belonged to the Jewish- 
Christian or Ebionite party, and we cannot be surprised to find, 
even in the few fragments of their writings which have been handed 
down to us, allusions which make us certain of their anti-Pauline 
tendency. Papias took a great deal of trouble (as he himself tells 
us in Eusebius, H. E. iii. 39) to collect together and keep in remem¬ 
brance all the information about the disciples of the Lord that he 
could glean from living tradition, which he accounted of more value 
than written documents. For this end he made inquiries specially 
of those who had been in any way connected with the original 
disciples of Jesus. “ Ov yap,” he says, “ rot? rd 7 roWa Xeyovacv 
e^cupov coaTrep 01 7 roWol, aWa to?? rdXTjdrj hinder kovgiv, ovSg to?? 
Ttt? dWorpla ? evTo\a$ pbvr\puovGvov<nv y aXka to?? Ta? irapd rov 
Kvplov rrj irl(7 tgi SeSo/z,eW? kcll air avTrjs 7rapaytvopiGva ? rrjs 
aXrjdGlas” Therefore he carefully inquired for what Andrew, 
Peter, Philip, Thomas, Matthew, or any other of the disciples of 
the Lord had said. Not only is there no mention made here of the 
Apostle Paul, but it is not improbable that a man who laid so much 
weight on tradition which went back directly to the doctrine and 
person of Christ, should have had the Apostle Paul and his adher¬ 
ents in view, when he spoke of those who Ta? aXXoTpla ? eWoXa? 
pLV7]fLovGvov(n, in opposition to those who, in what they knew of the 
Lord, possessed the utterances of truth itself. Photius has pre¬ 
served a remarkable fragment on Hegesippus, in his extracts from 
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a work of the Monophysite Stephen Gobarus. 1 The work of 
Stephen Gobarus consisted of a series of articles in which he col¬ 
lected together the contradictory declarations of the teachers of the 
Church. Thus he brings forward the statement, otl ra ^roLpLaapueva 
t ols hucalois dyad a ovre cxfidaXpLO? elSep ovre on? rj/covaev , ovre 
67 to /capScav dvdpdnrov dvefir), and in contrast to this he goes on : 
< Hyr\<TLTnro<; puevroL, ap^alo? re dvrjp kcll d'rroaroXLKo^ ev rco rrepLirrcp 
rwv vTTOpLVTjpbdrcov, ovk olS otl kcll rradcov pbdrrjv puev eLprjadaL ravra 
Xeyec kcll Kara^revheadaL rou? ravra fyapuevovs rcov re delwv 
ypacficov kcll rov Kvplov Xeyovros* fiaKapLOL ol o<j)daXpiOL vpudtv ol 
ftXerrovres kcll ra oyra vp^wv ra aKovovra. The first extract is 
taken from 1 Cor. ii. 9, and the charge of false doctrine seems 
therefore to point to the Apostle Paul. He is said to have made 
an untrue statement in these words, and to have contradicted the 
words of the Lord, Matt. xiii. 16. In this passage Jesus calls his 
disciples blessed, because they see and hear what many prophets 
and righteous men had desired to see and hear, but had not seen 
nor heard. The reason why they are called blessed, is the direct 
personal intercourse with Jesus, which the Apostles were pri¬ 
vileged to have. This utterance of the Lord seems to Hegesippus 
to conflict with what the Apostle Paul says, 1 Cor. ii. 9, “ aXXa 
Kado )? yeypairrac a ocf>daXpLO$ ovk eiSe, kol on? ovk r\Kovae , kcll 
€7 ri Kaphlav avd pdrrov ovk avefir], d rjroLpbaaep 6 0eo? tol<; dya- 
itcoo’LV avrov. r)puv Se direKaXy^ev o 0eo? &La rov rrvev pharos 
avroit” and as Hegesippus undoubtedly understands these words 
to refer to the manner in which Paul asserted that he had been 
called to the apostolic office, namely, by a special revelation, we 
have here the same contention as is set up in the pseudo-Clemen¬ 
tine Homilies, when these deny the true characteristics of apostle- 
ship to the Apostle Paul, because he had become an Apostle only 
by a revelation in a vision, and not, as the other Apostles, by 
immediate intercourse with Jesus. Because this qualification for 
the apostolic office was wanting to him, Hegesippus, speaking in 
the spirit of Ebionitism, declares him to be a liar, and his asser- 

1 Bibl. Cod., 232. 
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tion that a man may become an Apostle as he had, without any 
outward hearing or seeing, to be a groundless one (pudrif]v elprjaOai 
tclvtcl). There is no reason* whatever why we should take the 
words of Hegesippus in any other sense than that which they so 
obviously suggest, and which satisfies so well the requirements of 
the argument in which they occur. All that we know of Hege¬ 
sippus leaves us in no doubt of his Ebionitism. 1 It will not help 
us much to suppose with Neander that he may have said this not 
as against Paul, but in the vehemence of his zeal against the 
opponents of the material millennium, which the Pauline passage 
already quoted, and others like it, might be used to discredit, as 
they are opposed to sensuous ideas of the happiness of the future. 2 
Such zeal for the material millennium would simply stamp him as 
a genuine Ebionite, and warrant us in looking for the usual Ebion- 
ite view of the Apostle Paul. 3 It is just a strong expression of 
these views, when it is said of the Apostle Paul that he is no 
Jew but a Gentile, a Samaritan—that very Simon Magus who 
was conquered by the Apostle Peter. It may reasonably be sup¬ 
posed that this form of the legend, according to which Peter's 
controversy with the Magus made him follow that personage even 
to Eome, originated in the anti-Pauline tendency of Ebionitism. 

1 Cf. my remarks on this subject in the Theol. Jahrb., 1844, p. 571. 

2 Neander’s Church History, ii. 431 (Bohn’s edition). 

3 The only objection that can be made to this reference of the passage of 
Hegesippus to the Apostle Paul, is that according to another passage from the 
same work of Hegesippus (Eusebius, H. E. iii. 32) the Church up to the time of 
the first Gnostics had remained a pure untainted virgin, and only after the holy 
company of the Apostles was broken up did the dBeos ttKolvt) begin. But it must 
not be forgotten that the Church at that time remained so only iv ahrjk o> ttov 
arKOTe i (jxoXevovrcov elaen Tore ra>v, el Kat rives virrjpxov , 7rapa(f)Selpeiv e7n;(€i- 
povvriov rov vyir) Kavova rov o-corrjplov Krjpvyparos. At that time, then, v7rr)pxov 
rives , as Peter speaks of such rives in the epistle to James in the Homilies, 
chapter ii., en pov irepiovros eTrex^lprjadv rives , etc. Although Hegesippus 
attached no further importance to these rives , it was only because the immediate 
presence of the Apostles seemed to him so overpowering that a heretical element, 
even did it exist, could not flourish. The expressions avrf) rj aXrjQeia , rj evSeos 
(ro(f)ia, which Papias and Hegesippus use of the person of Christ, are very char¬ 
acteristic of their Ebionite position. The expressions are used in the Homilies 
to point out the true prophets. Papias thought he heard the living voice of this 
truth in the traditions which he collected. 
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The other form of the legend represents the two Apostles as 
in frate rnal ^ a greemen t instead of being at enmity. They work 
together in their vocation, share the same martyr-death, and the 
scene of their common and glorious martyrdom is Rome, the 
Eternal City of the world. The comparison of the different 
witnesses on this legend shows clearly how it concentrated itself 
more and more on the common work and end which the two 
Apostles had found in Rome. Clement of Rome, the oldest 
witness on this side, merely speaks of the martyrdom with which 
the two Apostles ended the great work of their life. In his first 
Epistle to the Corinthians (chap. iii. sqq .), he reminds this church, 
which was again divided into parties, of the great mischief which 
is excited by envy and malevolence, and exhorts it to order and 
unity. After quoting some Old Testament examples in support 
of his exhortations, he continues (chap, v.) : ’AW* ipa rcov ap^alcop 
viroBecy pbaTwp 7ravcrd)pb€0a , e\0copb€P eirl rot)? eyyurra yepopbe'povs 
dOXrjTd'Z' \d/3cofji6V rij? yevea 9 rj/icovra yevvaia vTroBeLy/iara. Aid 
J rj\0V KCLL (f)0OPOP ol fJLeyiCTTOL KCLl BUCCUOTCLTOL GTVXOL €Bid)^07](7aV 

kcll eW 0avdrov rj\0ov. Adficofiev 7 rpo ocf)0a\pL(op rjpbcop tovs dya - 
0ov 9 diroaToXovs. '0 Uerpos Bid f rfXop clBlkop ovy^ epa, ovBe Bvo , 
aWa irkeiopas virTjpeyKep ttopovs, kcll ovrco pbapTVprjcra? eiropev0r] 
eh top o(p6i\dpbevov tottop t 779 Boijr )?. Aid £ rj\ov 6 IlauXos vi to- 
pbovYjS fipaftelop v'/rea^ePy eirra/ a? Becrpbd tyopecras, pa/3Bev0ehy 
\i0aa0ehy /crjpvyepopbepo 9 ev re rrj avaroXrj /cal ev rrj Bvcrei y to 
7 evvalov rrjs 7 r/<rreeo? avrov /eXeo? e\a/3ev, BtKacoavvrjv BiBa%a<; 
o\ov top Koapbop , /cal eirl to reppca tt}? Svaecos e\0cop , /cal puap- 
Tvprjcras 67 rl twp r^yovpbepcoPy ovtco<; dTrrfbXdyr) rov /cocrpbov , /cal eh 
top aytop tottop €7ropev0rj viropbopr)? yepopbepo? pbeyicrTO<; vTroypapbpbOs. 
It may be reasonably doubted here whether the pbapTvpecp of 
Peter is to be understood in a special sense, of martyrdom, or in a 
general sense, of his witness to the truth throughout his apostolic 
labours. But, even irrespective of this, there is little advan¬ 
tage conceded to Peter over Paul; he rather holds the second 
place. Not only are the long and checkered labours of Paul 
described in detail, but it is specially mentioned that he was a herald 
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of the faith in the west as well as in the east, and when he arrived 
at the end of his career was the teacher of the whole world. Nor 
is there a word to show that the two Apostles suffered martyrdom 
together; we are led rather to infer the contrary, since it is said 
only of Paul and not of Peter, that he worked in the west as well 
as in the east. They are merely mentioned together as pLaprvpes 
in the wider sense; and a distinction is drawn between them, as 
Paul, having come eiri to reppua ty}$ Svo-ecos koli pLapTvpT)<ra$ 
67 tc twv rjyovpbevcov , is called the great example of steadfast 
endurance. At a later period, when the martyrdom of Peter was 
an established fact, there was still some variety of opinion on the 
point whether both the Apostles suffered martyrdom at the same 
time. We find in the transactions of a Roman Synod, held under 
Bishop Gelasius I., the following sentence in reference to Peter, 
“ Cui data est etiam societas S. Pauli, qui non diverso sicut hseretici 
garriunt, sed uno tempore, eodemque die, gloriosa morte cum 
Petro in urbe Roma cum Nerone agonizans coronatus est.” 1 It is 
true that the difference mentioned here is only one of date, but if 
the two Apostles did not suffer at the same time as well as at the 
same place, it makes a very different affair, and so the “ garrire” that 
is charged to the heretics probably covers a wider difference, and rests 
on some old tradition. The tendency, however, which led to the 
Apostles being placed in the relation to each other which we find in 
the passage quoted from Clemens Romanus (it is rather juxtaposition 
than identification with each other in this passage) tended increas¬ 
ingly in the further development of the legend to represent them 
as having everything in common. They not only suffered a common 
martyrdom at the same time and in the same place, that is to say in 
Rome, but it is no accidental meeting that unites them here; they 
had entered on the journey to Rome from the same point of their 
common labours, as if with a view to the same martyrdom. This 
fact is specially dwelt on in the testimony of the Corinthian Bishop 
Dionysius, who lived soon after the middle of the second century. 
Eusebius quotes him as a witness of the common Roman martyr- 
1 Cf. Valesius in Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. ii. 25. 
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dom of the two Apostles in the words (ii. 25), w? Be Kara rov 
avrov apicjxo Kcupov epbaprvprjcrav, KopivOicov cttlciicottos Alovvctio 9 
eyypd(f)(o<; 'PoopLalots opuXwv ob&e 7T&>9 7 rapiarr]<7tv‘ ravra kcil vpLet 9 
hid rrjs rocravrr 79 vovOecna 9 rrjv ano Ilerpov kcu IlavXov (frvretav 
yevrjOe'iaav e Pcopiaccov re kcu KopivOtcov avveKepdaare. Kcu yap 
dfi<pco /cal el? rrjv rjpierepav KopivOov </>vrevaavre 9 ^£ 9 , o/xo/o >9 
Se /eai 6^9 rrjv ’IraXiav opudae BcBa^avre^ epbaprvprjcrav Kara rov 
avrov fcaipov . Not merely did the two Apostles suffer the same 
martyrdom in Eome—they were also the common founders of the 
Corinthian as well as of the Eoman Church. From this time forward 
it is a standing tradition that the Eoman Church, as Irenaeus says 
in the well-known passage, 1 was the “ maxima et antiquissima et 
omnibus cognita, a gloriosissimis duobus Apostolis Petro et Paulo 
Eomae fundata et constituta ecclesia.” The two Apostles now stand 
side by side like brothers, united together in death as in life; both 
share the same renown. But this equilibrium is soon lost in the 
preponderance of one over the other. For it is something else 
than the simple truth of history which places them so fraternally 
side by side, and in the growth of the legend there is a rivalry 
working between them. In the earliest form of the legend Paul 
had been treated as an adversary, and now he has to yield pre¬ 
cedence at least to Peter, who is gaining the upper hand of him. If 
both Apostles, as Tertullian says, 2 in the “felix ecclesia totam 
doctrinam cum sanguine suo profuderunt,” it is only Peter who 
“ passioni dominicae adaequatur,” whilst Paul “ Johannis ” (the 
Baptist) “ exitu coronatur.” With Origen this story has grown. 3 
After preaching the Gospel in Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, Cappa¬ 
docia, and Asia, Peter had at last come to Eome, and ev 'Pcopbrj 
yevopuevos aveaKoXorricrOrj Kara KefyaXrjSy ovreo 9 avro 9 d^ubaa? 
7 radeiv, on which Eufinus gives the following commentary in his 
translation of the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius : “ Crucifixus 
est deorsum, capite demerso, quod ipse ita fieri deprecatus est, ne 


1 Contra Haer. iii. 3. 

2 Be Praescr. Haer. c. 36. Compare Adv. Marc. iv. 5. Petrus passioni dominicae 
adaequatur. 

3 In tlie passage in Eusebius, H. E. iii. 1. Compare Bern. Ev. 37; H. E. ii. 25. 
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exaequari Domino videretur,” although Tertullian takes no objec¬ 
tion to the “adaequari passioni dominicae.” Their graves even 
were not allowed to be in the same place. The Presbyter Caius, 
living under the Eoman Bishop Zephyrinus, was the first to speak, 
as Eusebius states, of the martyr-graves of the two Apostles. In 
his work against the Montanist Proclus he is said to have men¬ 
tioned the place, “ ev6a rwv elprpjbevaiv diroardXciyv ra lepd (t/ctjvco- 
fiara tcarareOetraL ,” with the words, “ ’EycX Be ra rpoiraia rwv 
'AiroaroXcov e^co Beltjai. ’Eav yap 9eXrjcrr)<$ a7reX9elv eirl rov 
Barifcavov, rj eiri rrjv oBov rr\v ’flcrrlav , evpr\crei<$ ra rpoiraia 
ru>v ravrrjv IBpvaapievcov rrjv etcKX^alav^ and Eusebius states, in 
proof of the trustworthiness of the traditions concerning Peter 
and Paul, that the places where the two Apostles were buried 
were generally known at this time, and were called by this name . 1 
Caius does not indeed give the names of the Apostles in connec¬ 
tion with these rpoiraia, but there can be no doubt that at this 
time the legend had already assigned to the Apostle Peter the 
more distinguished place in the Vatican, and to Paul that outside 
the city on the road leading to Ostia. Still more striking is the 
subordination of Paul to Peter in the narrative of Lactantius : 
“ Quumque jam Nero imperaret, Petrus Bomam advenit, et editis 
quibusdam miraculis, quse virtute ipsius Dei, data sibi ab eo 
potestate faciebat, convertit multos ad justitiam, Deoque templum 
fidele ac stabile collocavit. Qua re ad Neronem delata, quum 
animadverteret, non modo Eomse, sed ubique quotidie magnam 
multitudinem deficere a cultu idolorum et ad religionem novam, 
damnata vetustata, transire, ut erat execrabilis ac nocens tyrannus 
—Petruin cruci affixit et Paulum interfecit .” 2 Here Paul is only 
casually mentioned; the legend confines itself to Peter; he alone 
is the original and true founder of the Eoman Church. 

As for these miraculous deeds which excited so much attention, 
there is no doubt that the reference is to Simon Magus, and so 


1 lUa-TovraL rrju idToptav fj Ylerpov Kai HavXov els Sevpo Kparrja-aaa in 1 tg>v 
avroOi KoiprjTT]pL(ov npoa-p-qcns. H. E. ii. 25. 

2 De Mort. Persecut. cap. 2. 
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this story indicates to us that stream of tradition which appears 
in the full development of legend in the A cta SS. Pa uli.et Petri . 1 
In these Acta, when Paul came to Eome Peter was already there 
with Simon Magus. The greater part of the people was con¬ 
verted by the preaching of the two Apostles. (Peter even converted 
Nero’s wife Livia, and Agrippina the wife of the Prefect Agrippa; 
Paul converted many soldiers and members of the Imperial house¬ 
hold.) But the Magus, working against them out of envy, also 
obtained followers by his magic arts, although Peter strove against 
his sorcery by the miracles which he worked, by healing the sick, 
casting out demons, and raising the dead. The contest of the two 
Apostles with the Magus was carried on before the Emperor Nero, 
and ended by the Magus being struck dead to the earth by the 
prayer of the Apostles, as he was about to ascend flying to heaven. 
After his death, he was divided into four parts and changed into a 
stone consisting of four flints ; while the two Apostles were put to 
death as martyrs by Nero’s command. Paul was beheaded outside 
the city, Peter was crucified, and by his own desire, on a reversed 
cross; for as the Lord who had come down to earth from heaven 
had been raised up on a cross standing upright, so he who was 
summoned from earth to heaven ought to turn his head to the 
earth and his feet to heaven. We may remark here the relation 
which Paul bears to Peter, as it is given us in the declaration made 
by Peter before Nero. “ Everything that Paul has said is true. 
Eor a long time I have received many letters from our Bishops all 
over the world about what Paul has said and done. When he was 
a persecutor of the law 2 the voice of Christ called to him from 
heaven and taught him the truth, because he was not an enemy of 
our faith through malevolence but through ignorance. Eor there 

1 First edited by Thilo in the two Halle Osterprogrammes, 1837, 1838. 

2 Aivktov yap avrov bvros tov ro/xov, (jiCDvrj avrov Xpurrov €K tov ovpavov 
cKaXccre. If Paul was converted as a persecutor of the law, then his conversion to 
Christianity is represented as a conversion from his enmity to the law. The law 
and truth, or Christianity, are here identified. From this standpoint, the original 
Ebionitish one, the Apostle’s persecution of Christianity was the same thing as 
his Christian Antinomianism. He had therefore to be converted from his Anti- 
nomianism if he were to be counted an Apostle. 
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were before ns false Christs such as Simon, and false Apostles and 
Prophets, who attacked the sacred writings and sought to abolish 
the truth. Against these there could only be opposed a man who 
from childhood had devoted himself to nothing else than the in¬ 
vestigation of the secrets of the Divine Law, and the defence of 
truth and the persecution of falsehood. But as his persecution 
did not arise from malevolence but only from a wish to defend the 
law, the Truth himself appeared to him out of Heaven, and said, 
I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: cease from persecuting me, 
for I am the truth, for whom and against whose enemies thou 
must now be seen to fight.” Here mystical tradition has carried 
its conciliatory tendency to the utmost extent possible. All the 
elements of the legend are incorporated, and the two Apostles are 
brought as near each other as was compatible with maintaining the 
primacy of Peter. Peter and the Magus are in Eome together, 
but the scene is now laid in the reign of Nero, in order to allow of 
Paul's taking his part in it. The Ebionite identification of him 
with the Magus has entirely disappeared : he is converted by Christ 
for the purpose of confuting the Magus. But though he is now 
acknowledged as a brother and Apostle side by side with Peter, 
he holds distinctly the second place. When the two Apostles 
prepare for the last and crowning act of the defeat of the Magus, 
the Acta makes Paul himself say to Peter : “ It is my part to pray 
to God on my knees, but yours to bring to nothing what you 
see the Magus do, because you were first chosen by the Lord.” 
Peter was the true miracle-worker and conqueror of the Magus . 1 

1 The form in which these Acta have come down to us cannot be very ancient, 
but the traditional elements which they contain are much older. Even Origen is 
acquainted with both the crucifixion Kara Kecpakrjs, and the appearance of Christ, 
related also in these Acta, as having been vouchsafed to Peter before his martyr¬ 
dom, when Christ told him he was being crucified again. For these facts Origen 
refers to irpa^eis ILavKov . Joh. T. xx. c. 12, compare De Princ. 1 , 2. Fortasse 
haec Acta, remarks Thilo, part ii. p. 24, fuerunt Petri et Pauli, sicut probabile est 
prsedicationes Petri et Pauli fuisse unum idemque scriptum quod modo sub alteru- 
trius modo sub utriusque nomine allegatur. I regret not having been able to 
make use of the critical discussion of these Acta which Thilo announces at the 
close of his Programme. 
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Taking a comprehensive view of the legend in its various forms 
and modifications, we cannot but see that Peter is the favourite. 
The direction in which the legend moves is sufficient to show this. 
The actual achievements on which it is based belong directly and 
indubitably to Paul; yet Peter eventually gets all the credit of 
them; he leaves Paul scarcely any share in the foundation of the 
Roman Church. This evident bias not only makes us suspicious 
of the legend, but produces a disregard of well-esta blished his torical 
facts which nothing but the presence of the bias can explain. The 
Acts of the Apostles, which bears the character of an original 
document in the part where the Apostle’s journey to Rome is 
narrated more than anywhere else, says nothing of a meeting of 
Peter and Paul in Rome, and we should thus have the indirect 
testimony of the Acts for the assumption which is usually made, 
that the meeting of the two Apostles in Rome took place after the 
time at which the Acts concludes. If the two Apostles really (as 
the Corinthian Bishop Dionysius says was the case) travelled from 
Corinth to Italy and Rome in company, this must have been a 
different journey from that described in the last chapters of the 
Acts of the Apostles, since not the least trace is found either in 
the Acts, or in the Epistles reputed to have been written during 
Paul’s imprisonment at Rome, of his having been in company with 
the Apostle Peter during his journey (which besides did not touch 
at Corinth) or during his stay in Rome at that time. In this case 
he must have been liberated from this imprisonment and have 
undergone a second with Peter afterwards. Now is there anything 
to make this probable ? The testimony of Eusebius rests (as has 
been already remarked) merely on an inference drawn from the 
second Epistle to Timothy; and thus this Epistle itself comes to 
be the sole support of the theory. But the genuineness of the 
Pastoral Epistles has long been called in question for weighty 
reasons, and the justice of the doubt has been acknowledged to 
such an extent that they cannot be held to afford a good founda¬ 
tion for any certain conclusion. We should thus be led to lay the 
more weight on the passage of Clemens Romanus, quoted above. 
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Neander asserts without hesitation that the rep pa rSvcreo)?, the 
limit of the west, w T hich Paul is there said to have reached, cannot 
mean Eome, and would naturally suggest Spain. If, he says, we 
infer from this statement of Clement that Paul carried out his 
design of visiting Spain, or at least that he went farther west than 
Italy, we are obliged to suppose that he had been liberated from 
his imprisonment at Rome . 1 This, however, is a very unfounded 
conclusion, and in spite of all Neander’s protestations I must still 
maintain that the much-vexed phrase rep pa r? 5 <? Bvaecos must be 
taken differently. The question, as Schenkel very correctly 
observes, is whether Clement speaks of a reppa t rj<? Bvaecos in an 
objective sense, as being the reppa for the whole world, or in a 
subjective sense, as a reppa for Paul only. For the world the 
reppa rr}<; Bvcreco 9 could only be the extreme west; for Paul it 
would be the place that set the last limit to his progress westwards. 
If this limit to his apostolic labours was reached at Rome, why 
should Rome not have been called a reppa in reference to the 
Apostle, and, as it lay in the west, why should it not be further 
described, from that circumstance, as rep pa ri}? Bvaeoa 9? 2 “ He came 
eh to reppa ttJ? Bvaecos ” would then mean, as I have already inter¬ 
preted the words, he came to his appointed goal in the west. As 
it was situated in the Occident , it was the natural place of his 
occidere. The words suggest this latter idea without stretching. 
No further objections have been raised against this explanation, 
and I may thus refer the reader to what I have already said on the 
subject . 3 

If these two points of support are withdrawn from the theory of 
a second imprisonment, it at once falls to pieces. But a positive 
argument may be raised against it, namely, the improbability that 
the Apostle, under the circumstances as they then existed, was 

1 Planting and Training, 1 . 332. 

2 Schenkel. Theol. Stud. u. Krit. 1841, p. 71. Die Zweite Gefangenschaft dea 
Apostels Paulus. 

3 Compare Tub. Zeitschrift fur Theol. 1831, No. 4. Die Christus-Partei, etc., p. 
149, and Die sogenannten Pastoral-Briefe, p. 63. Tub. Zeitschrift f. Theol. 1838. 
3. Ueber den Ursprung des Episc. p. 46. 
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released from one imprisonment and underwent another. If, in 
accordance with the most probable calculation, we place the arrival 
of the Apostle Paul in Rome in the spring of the year 62, and add 
the two years of his imprisonment, of which the Acts of the 
Apostles speaks, what can be more natural than to suppose that 
the Apostle fell a victim to the Christian persecution under 
in the year 64, which is described by Tacitus (Annal. xv. 44)? 
How unlikely is the assumption that after an imprisonment of two 
years’ duration, he was liberated just at that crisis of misfortune 
for the Christians, and how can we believe that the same scene was 
repeated, so short a time afterwards, under circumstances so nearly 
identical ? The wildness of the combinations in which those 
writers involve themselves who attempt the very least arrangement 
of the data which are thought to point to a second imprisonment, 1 
certainly does nothing to diminish our confidence in placing the 
catastrophe of the Apostle’s life at the conclusion of the first. 

If the second imprisonment of the Apostle Paul be thus full of 
improbability, the martyrdom of the Apostle Peter at Rome becomes 
problematical also, depending, as it does, mainly upon the former. 
It loses its connection with history. The statement is that the 
two Apostles were in Rome and died there together, but they can¬ 
not have been there together unless we fix the date of their visit 
after the time covered by the Acts. How our information about 
the Apostle Paul does not warrant us to overstep this limit. If 
then we consider the martyrdom of the Apostle Peter at Rome as 
a separate question, what historical evidence have we in favour of 
it, and what degree of probability does it possess ? The oldest and 
most reliable testimony we have, that, namely, of the Epistle 
written by Clemens Romanus at Rome itself, can scarcely be held 
to say anything at all of the Apostle’s martyrdom. Dionysius of 
Corinth is the first to mention the fact distinctly. But what a low 

1 We may compare, for example, the combinations (which are not the worst 
of their kind) made by the author of the treatise in the Theol. Quartalschr. 
Ueber den Aufenthalt des Apostels Petrus in Rom. 1820, p. 623, cf. 1830, p. 
636. 
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conception must we form of his trustworthiness as a historian, if 
we only consider this one fact, that in direct contradiction to the 
Apostle’s own Epistles he makes not only Paul, but Paul and Peter 
together, the founders of the Corinthian Church ? This is enough 
to justify us in thinking that as Peter was not the founder of the 
Corinthian Church, so neither was he ever at Corinth. It must 
have been the Petrine party in Corinth, who, wishing to claim for 
themselves the merit of the foundation of the Church, caused it to 
be asserted that Peter himself had been at Corinth. The testimony 
of Dionysius of Corinth has been thought worthy of greater credit 
than that of Caius of Rome, not only because he lived half a cen¬ 
tury earlier, but also because he is thought to have been less biassed. 
Caius naturally wished to enhance the glory of the Church of 
Rome by the fact which he reports, but Dionysius plainly states 
that the two great Apostles died not in his Church, but at Rome . 1 
Dionysius lived, it is true, half a century before Caius, but even he 
was separated by an interval of more than a century from the cir¬ 
cumstances to which he bears witness. He can only testify there¬ 
fore to the legend, current in his time, of the common journey of the 
two Apostles from Corinth to Rome and their martyrdom which 
there ensued. He does not enable us to judge whether this is 
merely a legend or the account of a real historical fact. The bias 
which Caius of Rome must have had for his own Church, is of course 
not likely to have operated with Dionysius; but the question is 
not whether the one or the other is the originator and author of 
the legend in a special interest, but only whether an unhistorical 
legend current in their day was believed and related by them as 
historically true. It certainly cannot be disputed that this is 
possible, and if the readiness with which such legends were believed 
would seem to argue a certain interest in them, how easily can we 
imagine such an interest as existing in the case of Dionysius of 
Corinth ! Legends tending to the glorification of the Apostles 
were in general readily believed,—most readily, it is true, in cases 
where they also served to enhance the glory of the Church to 
1 Cf. Olshausen, Introduction to his Comm, ttber den Brief an die Romer, p. 39. 
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which the hearers belonged. But was not this the case here ? Was 
it not highly honourable to the Corinthian Church that the two 
great Apostles should be represented as having been at Corinth 
together, before the most glorious moment of their lives arrived; 
that they had met here either by common agreement or by a higher 
call, to set out from here on the journey to their martyrdom in the 
capital of the world—to that death which was to reflect glory on their 
whole lives ? And does not this interest to place the city of Corinth 
on the same footing as the city of Borne, and to make the light pro¬ 
ceeding from the two Apostles shed its glory on both cities alike, 
appear very clearly in the Epistle of the Corinthian Bishop ? 
“ Thus have ye also (he writes to the Boman Christians), by your 
exhortation (the Epistle of the Boman Bishop Soter to the Corin¬ 
thians, which Dionysius was answering ) 1 brought into union what 
Peter and Paul founded ” ( tt]v anro Ilerpov teal TIavkov (frvreiav 
<yevr)6elcrav 'PcofJLaLcov re teat, KopivQlwv avvetcepaaaTe , i.e. ye have 


renewed the connection which exists between the Churches founded 
by the same Apostles—the Corinthian Church and the Boman). 

“ For after the two Apostles had planted for us our Corinth ” (e£? 
tt]v rjpLGTepav KopivOov (favreucravres rjpias, founded our Corinthian 
Church), “ they proceeded to Italy, still teaching together, and 
suffered martyrdom there at the same time.” Does not a special ^ 
interest betray itself in this transformation of facts, where, contrary 
to all history, Peter is represented as the founder of the Corin- / 
thian Church as well as Paul ? I 

In the case of the third in our list of witnesses, Caius of Borne, 
the possibility of a special interest is readily granted ; but we have 
also to remember that he wrote in Borne itself, that he gives the 
precise localities at the Vatican and on the road to Ostia, and that 
there can scarcely be any error in this statement, because thousands 
would at once have corrected him. Caius indeed speaks of the 
Tpoiraia of the two Apostles in Borne, with an exact description of 
the localities ; but what can the testimony of an author prove, who 
is separated by the interval of nearly a century and a half from the 


1 Cf. Eusebius, Eccl. Hist., iv. 22. 


238 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL . 


[Part I. 


occurrence of those deaths of which the graves are to serve as evi¬ 
dence ? His testimony is only of value as showing that what he 
states about the two Apostles was told and believed in Eome at the 
time when he wrote. To this extent, of course, it is not to be 
thought that there can be any error in this statement; thousands 
would have immediately contradicted him, if he had stated, as the 
current Eoman tradition, a thing of which no one in Eome knew 
anything. Only let us not confound fact with legend. There can 
be no doubt of the existence of the legend ; but that proves nothing 
with regard to its historical basis. 

Nor do the contents of the legend enhance its historical trust¬ 
worthiness. Neander himself acknowledges that the later tradition 
of the crucifixion of Peter, according to which his humility was so 
great that he thought it too much honour to suffer in the same 
manner as the Holy One had done, and prayed to be crucified with 
his head downwards, bears the stamp of a later and more sickly 
piety, rather than that of the simple apostolic humility . 1 How 
dearly bought is the theory of the Apostle Peter's presence in Eome, 
which, for Protestants, is a purely historical question, and has no 
further importance whatever, if it is only to be gained at the price 
of sacrificing the genuine apostolic character, the humility that is 
free from all display and vanity ! But if we only take our stand 
on Tertullians “adsequari passioni dominicse,” what probability can 
even this have, when we consider the circumstances under which 
the Apostles are said to have died ? 2 If the two Apostles were put 
to death together in a Eoman persecution of the Christians, it is 
not likely that there was any difference made between them in 
respect to the manner of their execution, least of all such a differ¬ 
ence as would so exactly have corresponded to the rivalry between 
them which the legend everywhere suggests. Even the localities 
of the two graves betray the same rival interest, since Paul, as a 
more outward preacher of Christ, was allotted a grave on the road 

1 Page 473; Bohn, 377. 

2 If we believe Tertullian’s “ Petrus passioni dominicse adaequatur,” we must 
also believe bis account of the martyrdom by oil of the Apostle John, which is 
given in the same passage. 
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to Ostia, whilst Peter was glorified by the highest honour of a 
martyr’s grave given him in the famous theatre of the persecu¬ 
tion in the garden of Nero. In the Epistle of Clement of Home, 
we hear merely of the glory of martyrdom, without particulars: 
in the growth of the legend this has grown into a tradition 
of a definite form, and with its local attachments and corrobora¬ 
tions . 1 

It has been necessary to enter so far into the bearings of the 
legends affecting the two Apostles, in order to determine with some 
accuracy what facts lie at their foundation. It appears from the 
foregoing investigation, that the h istory of Paul is the only historical 
foundation and point of departure from which the web of tradi¬ 
tion has been spun in different directions. Everything which is 
stated as an actual occurrence can be traced to Paul and not 
to Peter. What is related of Peter is only the traditional reflex of 
the historical reality which belongs to the life of Paul. Starting in 
this way, the legend proceeded to take from Paul the whole actual 
cont ents of h is_life an d tran s fer it to Peter ; while what undeniably 
belonged to Paul, and could not be robbed from him, was given 
back to him in such a form as to appear to be merely the reflected 
splendour shed on him by Peter’s superlative glory. The legend 
has thus made free use for its own purposes of the three historical 
facts that had to be considered : the apostolic mission to the Gen¬ 
tiles, the residence in Rome, , and the martyrdom there. We have 
thus to distinguish three jtages,.Ln_the formation of the legend. 
First Paul is displaced from the position of Apostle to the Gentiles, 

1 The circus of Nero was at the foot of the Vatican. Tacitus, Annal. xiv. 14. 
The gardens of Nero were in the same neighbourhood. Peter was said to have 
been buried there, where a church was afterwards built to him. Compare Roma 
antica di F. Nardini, Ed. iv. di A. Nibby, T. iv. Rom. 1819, page 358, where the 
Italian antiquarian asks, forse Nerone immanissimo in far strage di Christiani uso 
poi piet& in distruggere il suo circo per concedervi loro la sepoltura ? In the de¬ 
scription of the city of Rome by E. Plattner, C. Bunsen, etc., ii. 1, 1832, page 52, 
it is remarked on the words of Caius quoted above, *Eyo) Se ra Tpoiraia , etc. : 
“ When we look into this statement, we find that it affirms merely that the Apostle 
suffered here in that persecution : the town where the martyrdom took place is 
the Christian’s trophy, even though not his tomb.” But Eusebius evidently un¬ 
derstands the words of Caius as referring to the graves of the Apostles. 
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which he was the first to occupy. Peter is set up as the true Gen¬ 
tile Apostle, and Paul takes the role of a false Apostle, preaching a 
heathen doctrine. Scarcely had historical truth re-asserted itself 
so far as to leave Paul in possession of his historical claims, and let 
the two Apostles stand side by side in equal dignity, when another 
inroad is made upon Paul’s distinctions. There was much that no 
one either could or would deny to him; the foundation of the most 
important churches, especially those at Corinth and at Pome, the 
honour of martyrdom which he had met at Pome, and of having 
been buried there. Yet in all these particulars he was made to yield 
precedence^ Peter. Who can fail to see in all this the reflex of 
the varying forms of the relation in which the two great parties 
stood over against each other in the apostolic and post-apostolic 
ages? It cannot be doubted that the Jewish-Christians saw in 
the Apostle Paul only the opponent and enemy of the law, and of 
Jewish-Christianity as it depended on the continuance of the law, 
and that they sought to oppose him by all the means at their disposal 
in all the Gentile-Christian Churches. But the greater the progress 
was which Christianity made among the Gentiles through the 
efforts of the Apostle Paul and his followers, the more certain did 
it become that there must be many who would not be deterred 
by all that the Jewish-Christians could do from maintaining the 
principles of Pauline Christianity. Thus there arose a confljct of 
intej^sts^and^yiews whi ch could not c ontinue to exist in its 
harsh er for m, if there was ever toJbe_such^.athing^as~one Christian 
Church. That this one Church did emerge is a historical fact, but 
it is incorrect to suppose that it was Pauline Christianity alone 
which everywhere won the victory over the Jewish-Christianity 
which opposed it. Concessions were made on each side, and the 
two parties melted gradually into each other : yet there are not 
wanting traces that Judaism was still by far the stronger of the 
two. The concessions to which the Paulinists submitted, whether 
of their own motion or from the pressure of circumstances, are to 
be seen in works such as the Acts of the Apostles, and many of the 
post-apostolic Epistles of the canon. Thus in the legend concerning 
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the fate of the two Apostles, we have a picture of what they did 
not live to see, not of them individually but of the parties in whom 
their influence survived, with their respective fortunes. So con¬ 
sidered, and taken for what they really are, these legends possess, 
notwithstanding the unhistorical nature of their contents, a true 
historical value. They are living pictures of the age, its motives 
and its aims. They certainly show, in a striking manner, how 
seriously history is changed, when not only is legend treated as 
history, but when, in order to eke out the connection between 
legends which refuse to fit into each other, new facts are invented 
and added to the unhistorical facts already rashly received. Thus 
the assumption of a second imprisonment of the Apostle Paul is one 
which it would be well to get rid of once for all, that we may no 
longer be confused and misled by it in our attempts to form a 
clear conception of the relation which existed in that early time 
when the Church was preparing to appear. 


VOL. i. 


Q 






















SECOND PART. 


THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 








SECOND PART. 


-4- 

THE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. 


INTRODUCTION. 

The foregoing inquiry shows what a false picture of the person¬ 
ality of the Apostle Paul we should form if the Acts of the Apostles 
were the only source we had to draw from. The Epistles of the 
Apostle are thus the only authentic documents for the history of 
his apostolic labours, and of the entire relation in which he stood 
to his age; and in proportion as the spirit that breathes through 
them is great and original, we see that they present the truest and 
most living mirror of what that spirit was. The deeper we go in 
the study of the Epistles the richer and the more peculiar do we 
find that life to be which the Pauline spirit developed. Yet on 
this ground also we find that double of the Apostle making 
his appearance at his side, who in the Acts completely sup¬ 
planted him. That all these thirteen Pauline Epistles, which 
Christian antiquity unanimously recognised, and handed down as 
the Epistles of the Apostle, cannot make equal claim to authen¬ 
ticity, and that several of them labour under an overwhelming 
suspicion of unauthenticity, is a result of recent criticism, which is 
steadily making its way to general acceptance. In view of the 
present state of the criticism of the subject, it cannot be thought 
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premature to sum up the investigations that have been made with 
regard to the various Epistles, in a classification similar to that in 
which Eusebius, in his classical passage on the canon, recorded his 
verdict on the various writings which claimed to he admitted to 
it, as the historical evidence before him seemed to require. The 
Pauline Epistles fall into the two classes of Homologoumena and 
Antilegomena. 

In the Homologoumena there can only be reckoned the four 
great Epistles of the Apostle, which take precedence of the rest in 
every respect, namely, the Epistle to the Galatians, the two 
Epistles to the Corinthians, and the Epistle to the Romans. There 
has never been the slightest suspicion of unauthenticity cast on 
these four Epistles, and they bear so incontestably the character 
of Pauline originality, that there is no conceivable ground for the 
assertion of critical doubts in their case. All the rest of the 
Epistles, which are commonly ascribed to the Apostle, belong to 
the class of Antilegomena; but this does not amount to a positive 
assertion that they are spurious, any more than Eusebius meant 
this by his use of the phrase; it is simply a statement of the fact 
that their genuineness has been and may be called in question,— 
since among all these lesser Pauline Epistles there is not a single 
one against which, from the standpoint of the four chief Epistles, 
some objection or other may not be raised. In their entire nature 
they are so essentially different from the four first Epistles, that 
even if they be considered as Pauline, they can only form a second 
class of Epistles of the Apostle. In fact they profess for the most 
part to have been composed at a later period of his apostolic 
career. Eusebius makes a further division of his Antilegomena, 
and selects from that class a certain number of Notha, the doubt 
regarding which amounts to more than merely a suspense of judg¬ 
ment, and passes into an overwhelming probability of actual 
spuriousness. Among these deutero-Pauline Epistles there are 
not wanting some, the verdict of criticism on which inclines more 
and more to this side. In my opinion, and in that of other critics, 
the so-called Pastoral Epistles must be placed in this subdivision 
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of the Pauline Antilegomena. Thus we have three classes of 
Pauline Epistles. This classification can also appeal to an ancient 
authority. The Marcionite Canon, whose * Attoo-toXos is the most 
ancient collection of Pauline Epistles known to us, does not con¬ 
tain the generally received thirteen Epistles of the Apostle, but 
only ten; the three Pastoral Epistles being excluded. Por the 
Canon of Marcion then, the Pastoral Epistles are a class by them¬ 
selves ; so much is certain, and the distinction that was drawn 
was probably the reason for their being omitted. If they were 
absent because they were not in existence at the time, of course 
they would not be afterwards included as ISTotha in a collection 
which was to contain only genuine Pauline Epistles. If they were 
in existence at the time, but unknown to Marcion (and this is 
scarcely credible if they had been long current as genuine Pauline 
Epistles), their relation to this Canon remains the same; they were 
not included because they were not known as Pauline writings. 
But if the compiler of the Marcionite Canon knew of their exist¬ 
ence when he excluded them, then they were excluded as being 
writings which were held by the compiler of this Canon not to be 
Pauline; and by this exclusion the verdict was pronounced on 
them that even if not notoriously dating from a later period, they 
were at least wanting in the genuine Pauline character, and could 
not be considered as Pauline writings. From the standpoint of 
the Marcionite Canon, these Epistles must in any case be con¬ 
sidered as composing the last class of the Epistles generally as¬ 
cribed to the Apostle Paul. If we proceed from the Epistles which 
were wanting in that Canon to those which it contained, we find 
two classes which agree with the above classification, namely, a 
series of Pauline Epistles of the first order, and another of the 
second order. According to Epiphanius (Hser. 42. 9.), the Canon 
of Marcion arranged the Pauline Epistles in the following order:— 
Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 
Ephesians (Marcion’s title to this Epistle, however, was “ To the 
Laodiceans ”), Colossians, Philemon, and Philippians. In this 
arrangement of the Pauline Epistles it is usual to consider little 
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more than the prominence given to the Epistle to the G alati ans, 
the reason of which is held to be the importance which this 
Epistle must have held in the teachings of so decided an anti- 
Judaistic Paulinist as Marcion. But if this be so, we sh ould expe ct 
to find the^rest of the Epistles a rr anged from the pojrihof_ vjew of 
their^ g reater or less impor tance with regard to the teachings of 
Marcion, and we fail to understand why the two Epistles to the 
Corinthians should precede that to the Bomans, and still less why 
the rest should follow precisely in the order they do. If we assume 
that the arrangement follows the order of time in which the 
Epistles were held to have been written, the two Epistles to the 
Thessalonians seem to be out of place, as in this case they ought 
not to come just after the Epistle to the Bomans, but ought to 
come first of all, as they were the first written. And yet we must 
recognise a certain reference to the order of time in the fact that 
the Epistles to the Thessalonians follow immediately the four 
principal Epistles. If we consider all these different points, we 
can only explain the Marcionite Canon by the supposition that it 
consists of two separate collections. The first collection is com¬ 
posed of four Epistles; Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Bomans, 
which could only be so placed by following a chimiological order. 
The second collection must also have been arranged chronologi¬ 
cally—it would be hard to explain on any other theory how it 
commenced with 1 and 2 Thessalonians, and why the Epistle to 
the Philippians follows that to Philemon. Whatever may be the 
origin and history of these two collections, it must certainly be 
considered a very remarkable feature of this Canon, that in it we 
find all those lesser Pauline Epistles placed in a second series, 
which in many respects differ so much from the principal Epistles 
as to raise grave doubts about their origin; and the supposition 
very naturally presents itself, that if weighty reasons should be 
forthcoming against their unauthenticity, the secondary position of 
these collected Epistles may be due to the fact that they appeared 
as deutero-Pauline writings, after the collection of genuine Pauline 
Epistles had been closed. As they professed to be Pauline Epistles, 
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they were indeed added to the original genuine Epistles of the 
Apostle; but the manner in which they are arranged along with 
the latter betrays their later origin, and it is just as natural that they 
should be distinguished from the others as being later Epistles, 
although still held as Pauline, as it is natural that the Pastoral 
Epistles which were opposed to the Marcionite teaching, and so 
must have followed it in point of time, should be entirely wanting 
in that Canon. Marcion is a name of critical importance in the 
history of Pauline Christianity : to him Paulinism was the only 
true and genuine Christianity, and this fact entitles him to a con¬ 
sideration which has hitherto been denied to him, the so-called 
heretic. As we have seen, he provides us with a piece of informa¬ 
tion which the criticism of the Pauline Epistles cannot, at the 
stage it has now reached, afford to disregard . 1 

1 As the weight of the reasons which are adduced against the authentic origin 
and character of the lesser Epistles, as compared with the four Epistles which 
stand first, will not, according to all probability, be diminished by the further 
free exercise of criticism, but, on the contrary, rather strengthened, it is even at 
this stage the simplest and most natural way of proceeding, to divide the Epistles 
standing in the Canon, under the name of the Apostle, into authentic and un- 
authentic, Pauline and pseudo-Pauline, and to arrange the later ones according to 
their probable chronological order. 



THE FIRST CLASS OF THE PAULINE EPISTLES. 


THE GENUINE EPISTLES OF THE APOSTLE. 


CHAPTEK I. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. 

It is generally assumed that the Galatian Churches (at €kk\tj- 
Gtat T 17 ? TaXarta^y Gal. i. 2 ) were founded by Paul himself. 
The passages i. 8 , iv. 13, 19, in which the Apostle speaks of his 
preaching the Gospel among the Galatians, would seem to leave 
little doubt on this point, but the Acts of the Apostles gives us 
no details about the time and occasion. If we try to find a place 
for the founding of these churches in the Acts, we are shut up to 
the second journey of the Apostle (xvi. 6 , sq.) as he visited 
Galatia at that time, and on the third journey which led him 
to Galatia again, he only “ confirmed ” the disciples who were 
already there (Acts xviii. 23). But it is remarkable that the 
author of the Acts says nothing at xvi. 6 of the founding of a 
Christian Church, and represents the Apostle as merely travelling 
through Phrygia and Galatia, and, it is suggested, passing through 
these countries rapidly, so as to preclude the idea of any lengthened 
stay. This is certainly the conclusion to which we are led by the 
Acts of the Apostles. With regard to the members of this church, 
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the general opinion is that they consisted partly of Jewish and 
partly of Gentile Christians. That there were Jewish Christians 
among them is thought to he likely in itself, as many Jews lived 
in Asia Minor generally, and therefore also in Galatia (compare 
1 Peter i. 1). It is also thought that the Apostle would not have 
spoken of the Law and of the Old Testament as he does in Gala¬ 
tians iii. 2, 13, iv. 5, 31, if there had not been Jews among the 
readers of his Epistle. This last consideration, however, does 
not carry much weight, as a knowledge of the Old Testament 
might be presupposed on the part of Gentiles who were inclined 
either to Judaism or Christianity. It thus remains doubtful 
whether there were any Jewish Christians in the Galatian Churches, 
and although this is not in itself improbable, yet it cannot be 
taken as certain, as the Epistle itself shows undeniably in many 
places (compare iv. 8, v. 2, vi. 12) that the Apostle was addressing 
Gentile Christians. 

What led the Apostle to write this Epistle to the Galatian 
Churches we learn very clearly from the Epistle itself. The Gala¬ 
tian Christians were very near falling away from the Gospel as it 
had been preached to them by the Apostle (i. 6, iii. 1, 3, iv. 9, sq., 
21 , v. 2, sq., 7). This was due to the influence of strange teachers 
who had visited these churches after the Apostle, and destroyed 
the confidence of the Galatian Christians in their newly acquired 
Christianity by suggesting that they could not be saved by a 
doctrine like that of the Apostle Paul. These teachers represented 
to them that, as a first step to the Christian salvation, they must 
submit to circumcision (v. 2, 11). Here we first meet with those 
Judaising opponents with whom the Apostle had to maintain so 
severe a struggle in the churches which he founded, and they 
appear here quite in the harsh and uncompromising Judaistic 
character which marks them as opponents of Pauline Chris¬ 
tianity. Their opposition to the apostolic work of the Apostle 
Paul did not indeed go so far as to deny that the Gentiles were 
called to partake in the Messianic salvation; in this respect the 
limits of Judaism are for them also broken through,, but they 


252 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part II. 


were the more zealous to assert the principle that in this wider 
sphere salvation could only be obtained in the form of Judaism. 
The absolute right of Judaism could not be relinquished; the 
Gentiles must acknowledge that right. It was therefore simply 
impossible that a man could be saved by Christianity unless he pro¬ 
fessed J udaism,and submitted to everything that Judaism prescribed 
as a condition of salvation. Whilst they asserted this principle in 
every country alike, they made it their special task to repair the 
injury which the Apostle Paul had done; and where he had preached 
his gospel of freedom from the law, they insisted energetically on 
the necessity of observance of the law; they sought, in fact, rather to 
Judaise than to Christianise the Gentiles whom Paul had converted. 
The Apostle Paul having, according to their views, played the part of 
an innovator and revolutionary, they desired to interpose with their 
conservative principles to repair the evil, and to found the new 
ideas and doctrines in which the salvation of mankind was com¬ 
prised entirely on the positive foundation of Judaism. It lay in 
the very nature of the case that they should appear as opponents 
of the Apostle Paul, and that wherever they came in contact with 
him, they should present the most obstinate and thoroughgoing 
opposition to him; but this opposition does not warrant us to 
regard them as mere heretics, impostors, and corrupters—persons 
who from bad motives made it their business to interfere every¬ 
where with the beneficent work of the Apostle, and introduce 
hindrance and confusion where it had been begun. It is true 
that the Apostle Paul himself thus represents them, but we must 
not forget that party is here opposed to party, and each side takes 
up the question and discusses it from a party point of view. We 
have no reason for assuming that these opponents of the Apostle 
were not thoroughly in earnest in the views and principles of 
which they were the champions, or that they did not act on con¬ 
viction in what we see them to have done; in fact, the whole 
impression which they make on us is that they were men so 
firmly wedded to the opinions and principles for which they con¬ 
tended, that they could not separate themselves from them or 
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raise themselves above them. In one word, they were Jews or 
Jewish Christians of the genume^ixl^^tamp, who could so little 
understand the more liberal atmosphere of Pauline Christianity 
that they would have thought the very ground of their existence 
was cut from under them if Judaism were no longer to have its 
absolute power and importance. We certainly do not deny that 
they permitted themselves to employ the most unjust accusations 
and most malicious calumnies against the Apostle Paul; these 
are never wanting in any party struggle; but if we look steadily 
and fairly at the main facts of the case, we must allow so much 
to the Apostle’s opponents, that the chief reason why their Judaistic 
position was so narrow was just their natural incapacity to raise 
themselves from a lower state of religious consciousness to a higher 
and freer one. 

This determines the point of view from which this Epistle of 
the Apostle as a whole is to be considered. It takes us to the 
very ferment of the strife between Judaism and Christianity, at 
the point when it had just come in sight of its critical issue; to the 
debate of the momentous question whether there was to be a Chris¬ 
tianity free from Judaism and essentially different from it, or 
whether Christianity was to exist merely as a form of Judaism, was 
to be, that is to say, nothing but Judaism modified and extended. 
But all that Christianity was or was yet to become as a thing 
radically different from Judaism had been first brought to historical 
reality by the Apostle Paul, and had no existence yet apart from 
his person; the peculiar theme of the Epistle is the vindication of 
Pauline Christianity, which was necessarily at the same time the 
personal vindication of the Apostle. In this conflict with Judaism 
and its champions he found himself obliged to enter into a defence 
of his position as an Apostle; and he could only do this by 
appealing to his own immediate Apostolic consciousness. Thus 
the first point that he takes up is the proof of his immediate 
apostolic calling, or his peculiar standpoint, showing that he had 
not arrived at this standpoint by means of any communication 
from man, but entirely by means of an immediate act of his own 
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self-consciousness, by which he became aware of his inner divine 
call, i. 6-16. This independence of the principle on which his 
apostolic call rested he maintains as against the elder Apostles— 
first, negatively, inasmuch as he became an Apostle of Christ quite 
independently of them, and what he was as an Apostle he was in 
the fullest sense before he ever came in contact with them at all, 
i. 17, 18; and then, positively, inasmuch as when he did come in 
contact with them he not only surrendered nothing of his principle 
and held his own against them, but was able to win for it the most 
unequivocal and triumphant recognition. This was done in three 
different particulars, forming a sort of ascending scale, in which 
he maintained his principle against them in a manner perfectly 
convincing, and even went so far as to carry it out in acts to 
which it applied. For, in the first place, at the time of his 
journey to Jerusalem, no one had anything to allege against his 
peculiar standpoint, i. 18, 19; in the second place, when matters 
came to an open difference, he put the case before them in such a 
way that they were obliged to recognise his co-ordinate sphere of 
apostolic activity, ii. 1-10; and, in the third place, when Peter 
in Antioch acted in disregard of the principles which had formerly 
been acknowledged, he was so distinctly in the wrong, that he had 
to submit to be rebuked, ii. 11, sq. The personal vindication 
here passes over naturally to the dogmatic, to the proof of the 
great proposition that the principle of the justification which alone 
brings salvation to man lies only in faith in Christ, and not in the 
works of the law. In proof of this proposition it is first alleged 
that it is an immediate affirmation of the Christian consciousness, 
iii. 1-5; and then that it underlies the whole of the Old Testa¬ 
ment, inasmuch as the substance of what the Old Testament con¬ 
tains is the promise given to Abraham, to which the law was 
added as in fact merely an accident, iii. 6-18. Thereupon follows 
a further discussion of the nature of the law, in which the sub¬ 
ordinate relation of the law to the promise is further insisted on, 
together with the merely relative importance which the lav 
possesses in its position between the promise and faith as a merely 
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mediating element, though by no means an unimportant one. 
The Apostle’s argument then moves forward in the antitheses of 
preparation and fulfilment, the carnal and the spiritual minds, 
the servitude of the “ heir as long as he is a child,” and his freedom 
when he becomes of age. Christianity is the absolute religion, 
the religion of the spirit and of freedom, with regard to which 
Judaism belongs to an inferior standpoint, from which it must be 
classed with heathenism under the daOevr) kcll crrou^ela 

tov ko<t/jlou. ° The proof of this is given (1.) partly objectively 
from the inner nature of Christianity as compared with the nature 
of Judaism, partly subjectively from the Christian’s own experi¬ 
ence of the life of spirit and freedom, iv. 1-11 (what next follows, 
iv. 12-20, is an expression of the Apostle’s sorrow and displeasure 
at the falling away of the Galatians); (2.) from the Old Testament, 
through an allegorical use of the two sons of Abraham, Isaac and 
Ishmael, who hold to each other the relation of freedom and 
bondage. The hortatory and practical part of the Epistle contains 
(1.) an exhortation to perseverance in the freedom of the spirit, by 
means of the true faith, and a warning against relapse into Juda¬ 
ism, v. 1-12 ; (2.) a description of that moral conduct by which 
the true freedom and the life of the spirit approve themselves, and 
a warning against the abuse of freedom. This moral conduct is 
considered generally, v. 13 - 15 , and in particular with reference to 
the circumstances of the Galatians, v. 26 -vi. 10. Finally, in vi. 
11 - 18 , we have the conclusion of the Epistle, consisting of a brief 
emphatic summary of what had been said before, with a benedic¬ 
tion. The Epistle may accordingly be divided into three parts: 
the first, personal and apologetic; the second, dogmatic; and the 
third, practical. All three are intimately interwoven with each 
other. The dogmatic part of the Epistle proceeds, on the one hand, 
on the vindication that has been given of the writer’s apostolic 
authority, and on the other, it passes naturally over to the practical 
part, inasmuch as the vo^os is one of the chief ideas of the dogmatic 
part. It was necessary to show that freedom from the law does not 
by any means do away with the obligations of moral conduct. 
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The composition of this Epistle is placed by many at a very early, 
and by others at a much later date. The general opinion is that it 
was written soon after the Apostle’s second journey, Acts xviii. 2 , 3 ; 
and Eiickert, Credner, and others have sought to find circum¬ 
stantial evidence for this opinion in combinations of a very subjec¬ 
tive kind. To give the Epistle its proper place in the chronology 
of the Pauline Epistles, we need only consider its relation to the 
two Epistles to the Corinthians and to the Epistle to the Eomans. 
In this respect we have certainly an important piece of evidence in 
the opponents with whom the Apostle had to contend among the 
Galatians as well as among the Corinthians. The Judaising op¬ 
ponents are the same; but there can be little doubt, from the manner 
in which the Apostle attacks them in the Galatian Epistle, that this 
is the first brunt of the conflict. What is discussed in this Epistle 
is the very first question that would be raised; the Apostle finds it 
necessary to give an account, first of all, of how he came to his 
apostolic office, and he speaks of it in a manner which he could 
not have employed if he had ever come in contact with these 
opponents in the same way before. He wants to get to the very 
root of the matter with them; he sets to work in a spirit which 
we do not find except when opposition has for the first time revealed 
to a man the full importance of the principle on the assertion of 
which the whole work of his life depends. This same impression 
of a party contest only just arisen, in which each party puts forth all 
its power to attain its one definite object, is shown also in the con¬ 
duct of the opposition. Circumcision, the most direct and unmis¬ 
takable recognition of the value of the Mosaic law, is the point 
at issue. It is certainly remarkable that in the Epistles to the 
Corinthians there is no longer any mention of this subject. The 
opponents against whom the Apostle contends are the same Juda¬ 
ising propagandists; but the relations of parties, which in the 
Galatian Epistle are quite simple and undisguised, have now under¬ 
gone some modification, and the conflict has entered on another 
stage. On this account the Epistle to the Galatians must be placed 
beforej'hejk^ this is the place it holds in the 
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Marcionite Canon. In regard to the opponents with whom the 
Apostle had to contend, it is closely related to the two Epistles to 
the Corinthians; in regard to its dogmatic contents, it is closely con¬ 
nected with the Epistle to the Eomans. But here also the relation 
is a perfectly analogous one. The ideas which appear in the Epistle 
to the Eomans as the complete system of Pauline doctrine, worked 
out in all its particulars, appear in the Galatian Epistle in their first 
outlines, yet distinctly and clearly traced. We can thus start from 
this Epistle to trace the development of the Pauline doctrinal 
system through the various stages at which we meet it in the four 
great Epistles. It has already been shown in our former inquiry, 
for which the Epistle to the Galatians was the chief authority, what 
importance this Epistle possessed as an historical document. It 
gives us what knowledge we have of the original relation in which 
our Apostle stood to the other Apostles, and thus shows us the pro¬ 
cess of development by which the struggle with Judaism led to a 
more distinct perception and appreciation of the essential principle 
of Christianity. 
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THE TWO EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

These two Epistles stand in chronological order between the 
Epistle to the Galatians on the one hand, and the Epistle to the 
Eomans on the other, and they thus introduce us to the very 
centre of the Apostle's busy and many-sided activity as the 
founder of Gentile Christian churches. That which is presented 
in its simplest elements in the Epistle to the Galatians, and which 
in the Epistle to the Eomans passes over to the abstract sphere 
of dogmatic controversy, opens out in the Epistles to the Corin¬ 
thians into the full reality of concrete life, with all the complicated 
relations which must have existed in a Christian Church of the 
earliest period. The Corinthian Church was the peculiar creation 
of the Apostle; it was, as he himself says (1 Cor. iv. 15), a child 
begotten by him and lovingly fostered, but such a child also as 
needed, in every way, his fatherly correction and educating care. 
With no other church did he stand in so close and confidential a 
relation ; to none did he address so many and such important 
Epistles ; in none did he undergo so many experiences of different 
kinds; above all, in none had he such a difficult and important 
problem to solve. All this arose naturally from the fact that the 
Corinthian Church was the first Christian Church which existed on 
the classic ground of ancient Greece. How could the Greek spirit 
disown its original nature, even when new-born into Christianity ? 
There is nothing more natural than that Christianity should break 
out into phenomena of a peculiar kind at its first application to a 
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people like the Greeks, whose activity and versatility of mind, and 
whose political party spirit had a new theatre before them, in the 
newly-opened sphere of action. Especially must this have been the 
case in a city like Corinth, where Greek culture and Greek sensuality 
were so intimately allied with each other. Add to this, what is of 
peculiar importance in considering the personal relation of the 
Apostle to the Corinthian Church, and what gave him so many an 
opportunity of showing us the underlying, purely human element of 
his many-sided character, namely, that the same Judging opponents, 
with whom we are already acquainted, introduced a new and most 
disturbing element into the life of this Greek Christian Church, 
when still in the first stage of its development. But these opponents 
now appear in a more polished and refined guise; they have less 
of the Jewish national tone; they seem to have perceived that 
they must take up a different line in this altogether Greek Church 
from that which they had taken up in the churches of Asia 
Minor : or it may be that their religious views had made some pro¬ 
gress, and that they had become less rigid. Their opposition to 
Pauline Christianity no longer proceeds from the purely Jewish 
standpoint, where circumcision is the great thing to be insisted on : 
it has become Christian, and the main point urged is the true 
Christian notion of apostolic authority ; but it has gained in inten¬ 
sity by applying itself to this one principle, and is all the more 
personally dangerous to the Apostle. 

In the first Epistle, the Apostle takes up a series of subjects 
which at that early period had a special interest for a church still 
in its infancy. The chief matter with which he was concerned 
was the party spirit which had sprung up in the Corinthian Church 
through the influence of the Judaising opponents. The Church 
had split into several parties, which were called by names denoting 
their several tendencies, i. 12. The names Paul, Apollos, Cephas, 
and Christ denote, as it seems, so many different parties. The party 
of Paul is, very naturally, placed first. The Corinthians had not 
fallen away from the Apostle, they had only divided themselves 
into parties; and those members of the Church who had remained 
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most faithful to the Apostle still continued to form, as we see from 
both the Epistles, the overwhelming majority. Nor can we be sur¬ 
prised that when parties were formed in Corinth, one of these should 
be called by the name of Apollos. Apollos had immediately suc¬ 
ceeded the Apostle at Corinth as his lieutenant in the cause of the 
Gospel, and if, as is related of him, Acts xviii. 24, he had attained 
great eminence in Alexandrine culture and knowledge of the 
Scriptures, it may easily be understood how there might be many 
persons in Corinth, who, owing to the attractiveness of his dis¬ 
courses for the Greek mind, became so fond of him that they even 
preferred him in some measure to the Apostle Paul. But how was 
it that the favourable reception which other teachers, like-minded 
with himself, met with from a portion of the Church, appears to the 
Apostle to indicate such a dangerous party spirit, and one so earnestly 
to be opposed? There must be something more in the circumstances 
of the Church to explain how this predilection for Apollos could 
have been considered by the Apostle as a subject for anxiety. The 
true cause of division and schism is to be sought in the names of 
the other two parties. The name of Peter naturally suggests an 
opposition to Paul. As far as we know, Peter himself had never 
been at Corinth; but under the authority of his name a Jewish- 
Christian element had been introduced into a Church which, there 
can be no doubt, consisted almost entirely of Gentile Christians. In 
this sense only can the Apostle affix the name of Cephas or Peter to 
one of these parties. We do not find, however, what we might have 
expected, that the Apostle addresses himself to a confutation of the 
principles promulgated by Judaising opponents : the Epistles con¬ 
tain nothing of this kind. The Jewish doctrines of the absolute 
value of the Mosaic law, and the necessity of its observance for 
salvation, are nowhere combated in these Epistles, as they are in 
the Epistles to the Gala.tians and the Eomans ; there is ^ojnention 
mad e of the law and its place injQhrj^tian doctrine. Throughout 
the whole of both the Epistles to the Corinthians we look in vain 
for any trace to show that that party still existed : it is only in 
the last chapters of the second Epistle that w^e obtain clear infor- 
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mation that the old dispute is by no means at rest. At the close 
of the Epistle (xi. 22) the Apostle denounces the Judaism of his 
opponents so unreservedly, and describes them so bitterly as false 
teachers of Christianity, vain of their privilege of Jewish birth, 
that we easily understand the reason of his polemic against them; 
but we are no nearer to the desired information about their prin¬ 
ciples. The Judaism of his opponents thus appears here in a new 
form, and we are led to ask whether the fourth party named by the 
Apostle, the party of Christ, will not throw some light on these 
party relations. Here, however, we come to a most difficult ques¬ 
tion, which we must endeavour as far as possible to answer if we 
are to reach any clear understanding of the circumstances of the 
Corinthian Church, and the position of the Apostle in it. 

Who were oi rov Xpiarov ?* Amongst the modern commen¬ 
tators and critics w T ho have directed their attention to this question, 
Storr and Eichhorn have advanced theories which are opposed to 
each other to this extent, that the one adheres too closely to one 
special point, and the other loses itself in generalities ; though in 
this they are agreed, that they neither found on any statement of 
the Epistles, nor succeed in making the subject clear. According 
to Storr, 2 ol rov Xpiarov were those members of the Corinthian 
Church who had made the Apostle James the chief of their party 
as being the aSe\<£o? Kvpiov, in order that through this outward 
relationship of the head of their sect to Jesus they might claim for 
it a precedence which would exalt it over even the Petrine party. 
This would explain the Apostle's expression, Xpiarov Kara adpKa 
yivdaKeiv, 2 Cor. v. 13; it would then be a reference to this carnal 

1 I first discussed this question in a treatise in the Tiibinger Zeitschr. fur 
Theologie, 1831, pt. 4, p. 61, Die Christus-partei in der korinthischen Gemeinde, 
der Gegensatz des petrinischen und paulinischen Christenthums, der Apostel Petrus 
in Rom. 

2 Notitiae historicae epistolarum Pauli ad Corinthios, interpretation! servientes. 
Tub. 1758, p. 14. Opusc. acad. vol. ii. p. 246. The same opinion is supported 
by Flatt, Vorlesungen liber die beiden Briefe Pauli an die Cor., p. 15 ; by 
Bertholdt, Hist. Krit. Einl., p. 339 ; by Hug, Einleitung in die Schriften des 
N. T., 3d ed., p. 360 ; and by Heidenreich, Comment, in 1 Corinth., vol. i., 
1825, p. 31. 
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mode of establishing relations with Christ; but if Storr cannot 
bring forward anything else in support of his theory than that the 
Apostle speaks of the “ brethren of the Lord,” 1 Cor. ix. 5 , and 
mentions James in connection with Peter, xv. 7 , what is the value of 
such an hypothesis ? According to Eichhorn, 1 ol rov Xpcarov were 
the neutrals who differed from the other conflicting parties in 
asserting that they did not attach themselves to Paul, nor to Apollos, 
nor to Peter, but only to Christ. That these neutrals might not 
be entirely colourless, Pott 2 pressed into the service of Eichhorn’s 
view the passage 1 Cor. iii. 22, where Paul, after denouncing the 
schisms in the Corinthian Church, is held to state his own position 
in the words i rdvra vpccov earcv, elre UavXo?, elre ’AttoXXo)?, elre 
Krjcpas, irdvra vjjcmv earcv • vpcec? Be Xpcarov, the views and doc¬ 
trine of the Xpcarov ovres being those which the Apostle himself 
approved of. “These same rov Xpcarov are meant in i. 12. In 
exhorting the Corinthians, 1 Cor. iii. 22, rov Xpcarov elvac , the 
Apostle, it is held, wished to direct the adherents of the sects to that 
teaching of the true teachers, to which ol rov Xpcarov already 
adhered. The source from which they derived their Christian doc¬ 
trine was just the teaching of Paul, Apollos, and Peter; but in 
order to avoid any appearance of sectarianism, they did not 
call themselves by the name of the teacher who first enunciated 
the principle rov elvac Xpcarov , but simply called themselves rov 
Xpcarov ” Both the passages quoted do indeed speak of a Xpcarov 
elvac , but, as a more correct comparison will easily show us, in two 
very different senses. In the passage i. 12, the words eyco Be 
Xpcarov serve to denote a sect, just as the three clauses immedi¬ 
ately preceding them denote so many other sects. The words must 
be taken as describing those who belonged to the so-called Christ- 
party ; but the Apostle cannot be held to be referring to the divine 
unity that is found in Christ, and lies beyond all the sectarian 
divisions and distinctions, a thing greater than them all. If ol 
Xpcarov were the neutrals, the neutrals themselves were nothing 

1 Einleitung in das N. T. vol. iii. p. 107. 

2 Epiat. Pauli ad Cor. Partic. 1, 1826. Proleg. p. 31. 
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but a sect 2 as Neander also supposes them to have been. 1 “They 
may indeed have maintained, in a false sense, that they were 
Christ’s men ; very probably the conceit of the Corinthians caused 
some to come forward in these disputes as to whether the teaching 
of Paul, or of Peter, or of Apollos, were the true and perfect doc¬ 
trine, who asserted that they understood Christianity better than 
Paul, or Peter, or Apollos. Prom verbal or written tradition, which 
they interpreted to suit their own foregone theories and opinions, 
they made a Christ and a Christianity for themselves. In their 
arrogant zeal for freedom they declared themselves to be indepen¬ 
dent of the authority of the chosen and inspired witnesses of the 
Gospel, and professed to have as perfect a system of doctrine as they 
had. In their presumption they called themselves disciples of 
Christ as a distinction from all others, as if they alone had a good 
title to the name.” This view can only be regarded as a modifica¬ 
tion of that of Eichhorn. What, after all this, are we to consider 
the peculiar characteristics of this so-called party of Christ to have 
been ? If they wished to set up a Christ and a Christianity of 
their own in opposition to the chiefs of the other sects, to whose 
authority the adherents of those sects appealed, their relation to 
Christ must have been brought about in some way similar to that 
which had been the case with the other sects, and we cannot see if 
they claimed to have a more perfect doctrine than others and to 
know Christianity better than Paul, Apollos, and Peter, how they 
could have thought to justify their claim to this distinction on any 
higher grounds than were open to all the sects alike. Therefore 
either oi Xpiarov were not a sect to be classed with the other sects 
which are mentioned along with them, or they did form a sect, but 
one of whose tendency and peculiar position none of the views 
hitherto advanced enables us to form any satisfactory conception. 

Having arrived at this point, it seems to me that in making our 
next step we must take into account the suggestion made by J. E. 

1 Kleine Gelegenheitschriften praktisch-christlichen, vornehmlich exegetischen 
und historischen Inhalts, 3d. ed., Berlin, 1829, p. 68. Der Apostel Paulus und 
die Gemeinde zu Korinth. 
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Chr. Schmidt, in a treatise on 1 Cor. i. 12, namely, that there were 
really but two parties, one that of Paul and Apollos, while the 
Petrinists and Christ-ians, as Schmidt expresses it, also formed one 
party. In view of the well-known relation in which Paul and 
Peter, one the Apostle to the Gentiles, the other to the Jews, really 
stood towards each other, or at least the relation in which they 
were thought to stand towards each other by the chief parties of 
the early Christian Church, there can be no doubt that the chief 
difference lay between the two sects which called themselves after 
Paul and Cephas. It follows from this that the differences which 
gave rise to the existence of the other two parties, that of Apollos 
and that of Christ, were much less important; and the relation of 
the party of Paul to that of Apollos confirms us in this opinion. 
We see from many passages that Paul identified Apollos completely 
with himself, and considered him as a true fellow-worker with 
himself in the preaching of the Gospel; and we find nothing in the 
contents of either of these Epistles of the Apostle which would 
lead us to suppose that there was any important difference between 
them. I do not mean to deny, what is generally assumed, that in 
the passage in which he speaks of the distinction between the crofy'ia 
fcoo-fiov and the aocpia ©eoi), the Apostle had the party of Apollos 
in view; but, on the other hand, it must be admitted that the 
attitude here described must have been more or less the ruling one 
in the Corinthian Church as a whole. The Apostle represents this 
taste for the aofyla rov Koa/xov, this want of faculty to penetrate to 
the inner regions of the Christian life, as a quality characteristic of 
the Corinthians as a whole at the stage of spiritual life which 
they had then reached. The greater prevalence of this spirit among 
them may have been what distinguished the party of Apollos from 
that of Paul, and this may have shown itself in attaching more 
value to the graces of delivery than to the nature of the doctrine 
preached. It may also have been that the adherents of these parties 
placed the teachers under whose names they enrolled themselves in 
a relation to each other which they themselves disclaimed. At all 
events the difference cannot have been so essential or so connected 
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with doctrine as to prevent the two parties from being one party 
as against the party of Peter. It is also very conceivable that the 
relation of the Cephas-party and the Christ-party to each other was 
of a similar nature. Even if these two parties should be considered 
as in the main one and the same party, this would not prevent us 
from considering the relation between the parties of Paul and 
Apollos to have been what we have stated above. The Apostle may 
be trying, 1 Cor. i. 12, to give as many names as possible, as a way of 
portraying the prevailing party spirit in the Corinthian Church, 
which delighted to multiply sectarian names, which might indicate 
different colours and shades of opinion, although not exactly 
different parties. 

Let us, then, first investigate the question wherein the opposition 
between the parties of Peter an d Paul chiefly consisted. 1 

In the above-named treatise, Schmidt finds the chief cause of the 
difference between the two parties in the presumption which led 
the Jewish Christians to consider themselves true Christians, and 
denied that the Gentile Christians were real Christians at all. 
Among the first Christians there was a party who might (in one way) 
claim Christ as peculiarly their own : this was the Jewish Christian 
party. Christ, the Messiah, came in the first place for the sake of 
the Jews, to whom alone he had been promised ; the Gentiles had 
to thank the Jews that Christ had come into the world. “ Among 
such proud men as these Jewish Christians, would not the presump¬ 
tion arise that Christ, the Messiah, belonged to them alone ? We 
find the presumption, 2 Cor. x. 7, exactly in this form. They called 
themselves toh? tov Xpiarov —adherents of Christ—adherents of the 
Messiah,—or, changing the name slightly, Xpiarcavov^. If these 
Christians were Jewish Christians, there can be no doubt that they 
formed one party with the adherents of Peter.” But suppose this 
to have been the case, something else must have lain at the root of 
such a presumption on the part of the Jewish Christians; they must 

1 In the first edition there followed here a refutation of the views of Storr, 
Heidenreich, and Elatt on the Peter and Christ party, especially of the theory 
that the Christ-party contained elements of Sadduceeism. The Editor has not 
thought it necessary to include this discussion in the second edition. 
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have had something further to appeal to, since it is quite incredible 
that, as Jewish Christians, putting forward a claim which excluded 
the Gentile Christians from participation in the Messianic salva¬ 
tion, they should have gained entrance into a Church consisting 
for the greater part of Gentile Christians. Therefore, however right 
Schmidt may be in seeing the ground of this opposition between the 
parties of Peter and of Paul, in the claim that encouraged the Petrine 
party to call themselves also oi rov Xpiarov , we have still to inquire 
for some clearer and exacter information on this point than has as 
yet been discovered. 

In attempting to solve this problem, we shall certainly not be 
proceeding on an arbitrary assumption, if we suppose that the chief 
point of the attack made on Paul by the opposite party will be 
recognisable in one way or another in the Epistles. Now a great 
deal of space is devoted in both of the Epistles to a vindication of 
his apostolical dignity, which his opponents refused to concede to 
him to its full extent. May not the reason of their not recognising 
him as a real and genuine Apostle, have been that hejwa^jg^in the 
same sense as Peter and the rest of the Apostles, rov X p i arov ; 
that he had not like these stood in direct connection with Jesus 
during his life on earth ? Peter himself had no share in the party 
which went by his name in Corinth ; in fact he was never in Corinth 
at all; but everything tends to show that travelling pseudo-apostles 
had come to Corinth, who made use of Peter’s name. In the 
second Epistle, in which Paul expresses his views of these opponents 
with less reserve, and proceeds to a direct attack- upon them, he calls 
them plainly, xi. 13, yJrevBcnrdaroXoi, yfrevBdBeXipoi, epydrai BoXioi, 
pLeTa(T'X7)pLaTL%dpL€voc eU diToaTokov 9 Xpiarov. They also claimed 
to be the true diroaroXoi Xpurrov, or to be in the closest connec¬ 
tion with them, and in this sense to be Xpiarov oi^re?. That zeal 
for the Mosaic law, which was a characteristic of Jewish Christians, 
was probably their real motive in this case as well as in others; 
but in a Church of Gentile Christians, such as that of Corinth, they 
could not expect a favourable reception, if they brought forward 
their principles openly, and so they fell back on the more special 
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ground of their Judaistic opposition; they attacked the apostolic 
authority of the Apostle, and endeavoured in this way to counter¬ 
act him. According to this supposition, we have a very simple and 
natural explanation of the relation of the party of Peter to .that of 
Christ. Just as those of Paul and of Apollos did not essentially 
differ, so these two were not different parties, but only one and the 
same party under two different names, each name alike suggesting 
the claim which that party made for itself. They called themselves 
tou? Krjffia because Peter held the primacy among the Jewish 
Apostles, and rov? Xpcarov because they asserted direct contact 
with Christ to be the chief token of genuine apostolic authority ; 
and on this account they would not recognise Paul, who had been 
called to be an Apostle at a later time and in a quite unusual and 
peculiar manner, as a genuine Apostle, enjoying the same privileges 
as the others, but considered that he must at least be placed far 
below the rest of the Apostles. 1 On this account also their desig¬ 
nation, evidently chosen with a purpose, was ol rov Xpiarov, not 
rod ’Iqaov or rov Kvplov. The idea of the Messiah was to be made 
prominent, as if to suggest that only those could be reckoned true 
media for the communication of the Messianic happiness and 
blessing, of the higher life that flows from Christ, who had received 
that charge by the most immediate transmission, by an outward, 
well-attested connection with the person of Jesus as the Messiah. 

We have now to bring what evidence we can in support of the 
view here brought forward, by an examination of some important 
passages in the two Epistles. Perhaps even the first section, in 
which the Apostle gives a vindication of his apostolic authority 
and work (chaps, i.-iv.), contains some statements, in making which 
he had before his mind those adherents of the party of Peter who 

1 Some scholars, notably Zach. Pierce (Pott, Proleg. p. 25), argue from a pas¬ 
sage in the first Epistle of Clemens Komanus (c. 47, eV akrjdeias TrvcvpaTiKcos 

iir€(TT€Lk€V vp.lv (6 pLClKaplOS IlaoXo? 6 a7r6(TTo\os) 7T€p\ avrov T€ KCU Krj(fia KCU 
*A7roXXca, 8ia to Kcu rare 7 rpo(rK\l(T€LS vpas TrcTroirjo-dai) that the words, 1 Cor. i. 12, 
cyo) $€ Xpurrov are probably spurious. I do not know if the passage from Clement 
is entitled to much weight; but if it were, I would rather draw from it an argu¬ 
ment in support of the theory stated above, that the Cephas-party and the Christ- 
party were identical. 
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claimed to be considered as ol rov Xpiarov. When the Apostle 
asserts so emphatically, ii. 16, rjpieis Se vovv Xpiarov e^opiev (inas¬ 
much as the divine 7 rvevpia is the principle of his Christian con¬ 
sciousness) ; when, iv. 1, he desires his readers to remember that 
they have to regard him as a virr)perri<; Xpiarov; when, iv. 10, he 
asserts that he, as the least of the Apostles, is willing to consider 
himself as a piwpo? Bia Xpiarov , if at least they are right in 
considering themselves as (f>povipioi ev Xpiarcp; when, verse 15, 
he reminds them that it is of less importance to have pivpiovs 
rraihaywyov? ev Xpiario than ttoWovs 7 rarepas ; in all passages 
such as these where there is evidently some hint implied, it is 
most natural to think of the party he has already mentioned, of 
those who called themselves ol tov Xpiarov in a peculiar sense, 
which was meant to be offensive to our Apostle; though, of course, 
these special references retire behind the general apologetic ten¬ 
dency of the whole passage. An important passage for our purpose 
is at all events to be found in ix. 1, sq. The Apostle suddenly 
changes his subject here, and begins to speak of his own personal 
affairs; yet the section beginning ix. 1 is clearly related to the 
subject of the previous chapter ; the opening for a personal 
discussion is very judiciously taken advantage of. In the eighth 
chapter the Apostle had taken up the question which had been 
laid before him, of participation in the heathen sacrificial feasts, 
and of the use of meat offered to idols; and had gone on to say 
that there might be cases in which, from tender consideration for 
others, a man might see it to be his duty to abstain from what in 
itself and for him was perfectly lawful. He turns this idea in 
such a way as to show that many of the things which his opponents 
interpreted to his disadvantage were acts of voluntary renunciation, 
undertaken for the sake of his apostolic calling. As an Apostle, 
he also had certain rights of which he, as well as the other Apostles, 
might avail himself; but he had never done so, because higher 
considerations had commanded him to make no use of them, Ov/c 


elpii eXevdepo 9 ; ovk eipl a7ro<7To\o9 ; ov^i 5 Irjaovv Xpiarov rov 
Kvpiov 7]piwv icopa/ca ; am I not free ? am I not an Apostle ? (an 
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Apostle as much as any other Apostle ?) have I not seen the Lord 
Jesus Christ? Why the appeal to the icopa/cevcu 5 Irjaouv Xpiarov, 
top Kvpcop rjpbcov, as a vindication of the airoaToXos elvcu, if his 
opponents did not deny him the real apostolic character, because 
he had not seen the Lord as they, or rather, as the Apostles at the 
head of their party had done, and had not lived in direct contact 
with him ? This, then, was held to be the genuine token of 
XpLGTo v elvcu . But that these opponents of the Apostle belonged 
to one class_with the adherents of the party of Peter^is clear from 
the following words, verse 5 : prj ovk e^opuev e^ovalav dSeXcjyrjp $ 
<yvva 2 fca 7 Tepidyeip, co 9 fcal oi \0L7r0l diroGTo'XoL, kcu ol dSe\(f)ol tov 
Kvplovy teal Krjtyds; the Xpcarov eivau held good of all these men 
in the sense already discussed ; it held good of the whole circle of 
the Apostles, who had enjoyed communion with Jesus ; it was true 
even in a sense of the dSeXfol Kvplov, inasmuch as they stood in 
a still nearer connection to the Lord as his relatives; and it ap¬ 
plied most directly to Peter, inasmuch as Jesus himself had given 
him a certain precedence over the other Apostles, and he was in 
his own person the most complete representative of the whole 
relation between Jesus and his apostles. But Paul thought that 
he himself, in the full consciousness of his apostolic dignity, and 
the rights and claims connected with it, ought not to take a 
secondary place even to Peter. In token that he possessed the 
same rights as the other Apostles, and especially the right to live 
at the expense of the churches to whom he preached the Gospel, 
the Apostle appeals, first, to what holds good in law and custom in 
common life (verses 7, 8); secondly, to a precept of the Mosaic law, 
which indeed primarily referred to animals needed for the use of 
man, but which warranted the conclusion a minore ad rnajus (9-12); 
and thirdly, to the custom prevailing in the Mosaic sacrificial 
worship (13). But however well grounded his claim on this score 
might be, he being an Apostle as well as the rest, still he had 
never made any use of it, because it seemed to him to be better 
for the cause of the Gospel and more satisfactory for himself not 
to do so. Accordingly, living constantly in the consciousness of 
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the great aim to which he had devoted himself, he subordinated 
his whole personality to the interests of others and the regard to 
be paid to them, and his carnal nature he held in such subjection 
that it served the needs of his spirit absolutely and exclusively 
(15-27). This whole section is best explained by supposing that 
the opponents of the Apostle had interpreted the humility and 
unselfishness with which he preached the Gospel in the churches, 
as an obvious admission by the Apostle himself that he did not 
dare to place himself on a level with the other Apostles, by making 
use of a right which was universally conceded to their office. As 
a contrast to this supposed weakness and want of confidence, they 
thought they themselves had the less cause to keep within bounds 
the selfish and self-seeking 7 fkeove^la (2 Cor. xii. 17) of which 
the Apostle elsewhere accuses them. But as these charges were 
a part of the great attack on his apostolic dignity, the Apostle 
must have felt it necessary to vindicate himself from them, and 
to place his behaviour in its true light. In this passage his 
apology is founded mainly on the ecopcucevcu ’Irjaovv Xptarov , rov 
Kvpiov rjpbwv. Without explaining more clearly the peculiar nature 
of this eoopatcevcu, he insists upon the main fact which places him 
on a level with the other Apostles: he can certainly maintain 
that the Lord has appeared to him individually. When he asserts 
(xv. 8) that the Lord appeared to him as well as to the other 
Apostles, the intention of the statement is probably the same. 
The great exposition of the doctrine of the resurrection which 
follows might certainly seem to require what we may call evidence 
at first hand for the main proposition on which it proceeds, 
namely, that Jesus rose from the dead, and was really seen as so 
risen. Yet this does not prevent us from supposing that the 
Apostle took care not to neglect the opportunity which thus arose 
of vindicating his claims to what his opponents chose to declare to 
be the chief mark of apostolic authority, placing himself on one 
line with the disciples who had been connected with Jesus during 
his lifetime, and maintaining that he, as well as they, possessed an 
immediate vision of the Lord as the seal of his mission. 
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The polemical references for which the Apostle had so frequent 
occasion in both Epistles are more open and more direct in the 
s econd than in the first; yet it is only at the end of the Epistle that 
the Apostle openly attacks his opponents, casts away all reserve, 
and subjects them to a keen and trenchant cross-examination. 

In the earlier part of the Epistle, the passage y.1-16, a most 
important one in itself, receives an added interest from its reference 
to his opponents. At the outset the Apostle assures the Corinthians 
in different ways of his love to them, which should call forth their 
confidence, and seeks to convince them of the purity of his views 
and efforts. In answer to the reproaches of his opponents, he 
points to the success which had attended his teaching through the 
ability given him by God as a minister of the Siatcovia, rr)<z Kcuvr 7 ? 
SiaOrj/crj^ The greater the superiority of the Kcuvrj ScaO^/crj, the 
greater also is the superiority of the Biafcovia, But in striking 
contrast to this, the Apostle continues, iv. 7, “ are the sufferings 
of all kinds with which I, as a weak failing man, have to struggle— 
sufferings which threaten every moment to overwhelm my strength 
—still gloriously am I preserved through them all by that might 
which conquers death through life, by which Jesus was raised from 
the dead. Therefore I do not allow my sufferings to hinder me in 
the duties of my office. Sufferings only serve to educate the in¬ 
ward man, the true real man, for future glory ” This idea makes 
the Apostle speak, in chapter v., of the moment at which the 
earthly body, under the burden of which we now groan, will be 
changed into a glorified heavenly body, v. 1-4. This confident 
expectation, which belongs essentially to our Christian conscious¬ 
ness, of a condition in which, after departing from the body, we 
shall be present with the Lord, or enter into the most intimate 
connection with him, should even now impart to all our acts and 
efforts the most conscientious reference to Christ, for indeed it is 
he who will pronounce the judgment which our moral conduct 
shall have deserved (5-14). “This consciousness accompanies me 
in my apostolic labours, and you yourselves must bear me this 
witness; you may boldly assert against my opponents, and main- 
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tain against them, for my honour, what my inmost heart declares, 
namely, that it is not in the least my own person or my own 
interest that I serve. I labour in the spirit of that love in which 
Christ so offered himself up for us, that we can only live for him, 
and all our former ties and relationships have ceased to exercise 
any determining influence on us, wherefore we see ourselves placed 
in a perfectly new sphere of consciousness and life. The principal 
actuating cause by which we are raised to this completely new 
order of things is the reconciliation which God has effected through 
the death of Christ between himself and man. This reconciliation 
is the great burden of my apostolic preaching, the object of my 
labour; and it is really only Christ in whose name I work—only 
God, whose voice is heard through me. How then can I be so 
interested about my own person that my opponents should have 
any right to accuse me of a vain self-praise and of self-seeking 
views ? ” In this connection the Apostle uses the remarkable 
expression, Xptarov Kara adpKa <yivd<nceiv} The Xptaros /card 
adp/ca can only be the Christ or Messiah of Judaism, and accord¬ 
ingly the Apostle says, in a sense which is as grammatically 
natural as it is satisfactory: “If it were the case that formerly I 
knew no other Messiah than the Messiah of Judaism—such an 
one as left me under all the peculiar prejudices and materialistic 
tendencies of my nation, and who could not raise me to the new stage 
of spiritual life on which I now stand, where I live for the Christ 
who died for me, as for all—yet now I do not any longer acknow¬ 
ledge this conception of the Messiah as the true one. I have 
freed myself from all prejudices, from all the material ideas and 
expectations which had naturally passed into me from my nation¬ 
ality, which had devolved upon me as a Jew by birth ” If this 
is the sense of the passage, it can scarcely be denied that in the 
expression Xptarov Kara adp/ca 7 tvda/cetv , the Apostle cast a 
glance at his opponents who prided themselves as being specially 
rovs rov Xptarov, Was it not exactly a Kara adpKa Xptarov 

1 In the first edition, pp. 284-288, there was a discussion of this phrase. The 
author did not intend it to appear in a second edition. 
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yLvcoatceLv, did it not indicate that those who brought the allegation 
were still at the standpoint of Judaism and of the Jewish concep¬ 
tion of the Messiah, when his opponents gave it as their reason 
for denying to Paul the true apostolic character that he had not 
been in that direct outward contact with Jesus during his life on 
earth, of which those Apostles could boast who were originally 
called to the apostolic office by J esus himself. The true point, 
the Apostle then says, from which alone elvcu Iv Xpcartp could be 
deduced, was not so much the earthly and national appearance of 
Jesus, in which the adp% in the above sense had still its share, 
but rather the dggth o f Jesu s, in so far as it is in that death that the 
old life dies, and the new life which is to be awakened in us takes 
its beginning. That which essentially distinguishes the national 
Jewish Messiah from the Christ of the true Christian conscious¬ 
ness, is the sufferings and death of Christ—the great significance 
of the death on the cross which the Apostle everywhere represents 
as the central point^of_Christ ian doct rine, and on which he empha¬ 
tically and very necessarily insists as against his opponents in these 
two Epistles. Therefore if the earthly life of Jesus as the Messiah 
and visible contact with him during his life on earth be taken 
as a thing of value in itself, and if his whole appearance on 
earth be not looked at in the light of his death on the cross, 
and thus stripped of what of it is earthly, then this is still a 
Xpiarov Kara adptca yLvwaKeiv, we are still contenting ourselves 
with a thing given us from the outside, and conditioned by its 
natural relations, to which we must first die. But if we look at 
the death of Christ as the great turning-point, in which the tcaivi) 
KTL<rn ? appears—in which old things vanish away and all things 
become new—then everything falls to the ground that seemed to 
give the opponents, or rather the Apostles on whose authority the 
opponents relied, their peculiar lofty precedence, owing to their 
direct contact with Jesus during his earthly life. It had its 
foundation merely in relations into which the Apostles had entered 
as Jews by birth. He also then, the Apostle called so late, may 
place himself in the same rank with the witnesses of the resurrec- 
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tion of the Lord. He also has beheld Jesus as the person who, 
having died and risen to life again, has caused the full meaning of 
the Christian consciousness and life to dawn in us, and established 
in us the true Xptarov elvcu. 

Another passage, x. 7, is very nearly allied to those we have 
above examined. In chap. x. the Apostle enters on the considera¬ 
tion of the charge made against him by his opponents, that he 
was wanting in personal energy. He declares that he will show, 
on the contrary, that when it comes to the main issue, he will 
know how to act with all necessary decision and energy, and 
with the greatest confidence as to the result. And this he says is 
itself an answer to the charge that he is without the true sign of 
a Xptarov cov, Unless we look only on the outward appearance, 
what better proof of Xptarov elvai can there be than the e^ovala 
ei$ ol/coSoptrjv —the strength and energy with which a man labours 
in the furtherance of the cause of Christianity ? He says ra Kara 
TrpoacoTrov fiXeTrere, not so much of the opponents themselves as 
of certain members of the Corinthian Church who had already 
given heed to them, and were in danger of being misled by them 
still further. “ If in respect to my person you consider merely 
what I am Kara irpoacoirov —this is a proof that the outward 
appearance is the chief thing in your eyes, that you judge only by 
what is outward” ( rcpoaanrov , as ver. 12). These words are gener¬ 
ally considered as referring to the so-called party of Christ, and 
Storr and Flatt understand them accprding to their view of what 
that party was, of circumstances of outward relationship. As the 
Apostle is speaking of the Xptarov elvcu, the reference to those 
who considered themselves specially rovs tov Xptarov is certainly 
very natural, only I can find nothing in this passage either, which 
would justify the conclusion that ol tov Xptarov were what could 
be called a party. It is the general body of his opponents that 
the Apostle is here dealing with: with all who boasted of their 
closer outward connection with Jesus or with the immediate 
disciples of Jesus, and especially with Peter, the first of the 
Apostles, and found in this the true criterion of Xptarov elvai. But 
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that these Xpiarov ovres belonged to one and the same class as 
the party of Peter, and the whole Judaising party of opposition, 
is clearly shown by the connection with what follows, where the 
Apostle speaks of the vrrep\lav diroaroXoi. What he advances 
against his opponents in reference to the Xpiarov elvai , ver. 7, 
appears to me to amount to this: “ If any one maintains so 
confidently of himself that he is a genuine disciple of Christ, and 
stands in the true relation towards him, and according to his 
subjective opinion—since this is the view of the matter he feels 
himself obliged to take (this lies both in the word eavrc 3 and in 
TTpdaoiTrovy which contains the notion of the subjective element 
which is determined by personal considerations)—considers outward 
connection with Christ to be the proper criterion of true connection 
with Christ, then such a man must on the other hand concede to 
me the right of defining the true connection with Christ by another 
criterion which I judge to be the true one. Looking at the matter 
in this light I feel that I have at least as good a right as my 
opponents to assert the Xpiarov elvcu of myself.” What token of 
Xpiarov elvat the Apostle means to indicate in reference to him¬ 
self is seen by what follows. “ This right, that of considering 
myself as Xpiarov ovra, from my own standpoint cannot be denied 
me, in fact there would be no good grounds for refusing to acknow¬ 
ledge it, even if I founded much larger claims upon it than I do. 
Even should I claim a higher official position than I do, my 
claims would still be true and well-founded; I should have no 
fear of being brought to shame; for I employ my privilege of 
working as an Apostle only eh oltcoBop,r)v and not eU KaOalpeaiv 
vpbcov ; I seek to work only in furtherance of the true welfare of the 
Church. With such good right do I believe that I am justified in 
maintaining that I am Xpiarov” Thus what the Apostle wishes 
to set up as the true token of Xpurrov elvcu, in opposition to the 
Kara irpoawTrov jSXeireiv, is the aim of oiKoSopirj, the genuinely 
Christian nature of his apostolic activity with its public spirit and 
zeal for edification ; as he further says in verse 13 : “lam certainly 
very far from placing myself in the same class with those who 
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recommend themselves with empty ambition and after an arbitrary 
standard which they have made themselves, and seek to exalt their 
own glory by detracting from the merits of others. My glory lies 
in those things which I have been actually enabled to effect for the 
cause of Christianity in my apostolic calling, within the bounds 
of the circle of action which God has appointed me, insomuch 
as I was the first who brought Christianity to Corinth, and planted 
it there, in such a way, I hope, that this may open up to me a 
yet wider circle of action. So little is it necessary for me to seek 
my glory in the sphere of others, and so little can anything else 
than real work done be of any value in the cause of Christianity.” 
The Apostle’s antitheses in this passage give rise to a presumption 
that his opponents not only tried to undermine his authority, but 
even went so far as to claim the merit of having been the true 
founders of the Corinthian Church. They came to Corinth after 
the Apostle indeed, but as they did not acknowledge Paul as a 
true Apostle, as Xptarov ovtcc, they assumed to themselves the 
glory properly belonging to him, at least in so far as they pre¬ 
tended to have been the first to plant true Christianity there. 

The section in which the Apostle turns round u pon his 
op pone nts, and delivers himself of all his feelings with regard to 
them, and his relation with them, may be said to begin at x. 7. 
The tone which he uses against them becomes stronger and more 
vivid at ver. 11. There is a cutting irony in his words, and the 
picture which he draws of his opponents becomes more and more 
distinct and repulsive. “You do not want patience at other 
times,” he says, xi. 1, “to listen to what fools have to say (my 
opponents who would exalt themselves with vain presumption), 
you will surely give me a moment’s hearing when I speak to you 
in the same language as a fool. (For my vindication and my 
praise can only appear as folly from the high standpoint from 
which my opponents look down upon me.) I am jealous over you 
with a godly jealousy (I am seized as by a holy jealousy when I 
think how you transfer the love, to which I as the founder of the 
Christian Church in Corinth have the justest claim, to others who 
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only oppose all my aims). I have espoused you to one husband, to 
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through deceit, that your thoughts also maybe turned 
away from your simple faithfulness to Christ. Indeed, if one were 
to come who preached another Christ whom I have not preached, 
or if you could receive another spirit or another gospel than that 
which you have received (i.e. if there could possibly be another 
Christianity, which you were obliged to regard as the real and true 
one, and which I had never made known to you, which you 
learned only now from these teachers; if, that is to say, I had 
either not declared the truth to you at all, or had done so incom¬ 
pletely and impurely), then indeed you would be quite right to 
welcome him. (This, then, is the secret of the Apostle’s direct and 
unqualified hostility to his opponents: the question between the 
two parties amounted to nothing less than that of a true or a false 
Christianity. When they accused the Apostle that what he 
preached was not true, the opponents of the Apostle were 
actually preaching another Jesus and another Christianity.) But 
this is a perfectly impossible supposition. That Christianity which 
I have preached to you is the only true one, which deserves to be 
believed. For I think that I stand in nothing behind the ‘ very 
chiefest Apostles/ ” The virepXtav aTroaroXoc may have been the 
opponents of the Apostle themselves, those who are afterwards 
called yjrevSaTToaToXot. But as these '^revSa7rdaro\oc , who in 
Corinth appealed especially to the authority of the Apostle Peter, 
came to Corinth from Palestine—and doubtless stood in some 
connection with the Jewish Apostles of Palestine—the virepXiav 
dirdaroXoL may well have been the Apostles themselves whose 
disciples and delegates the '^revhairdaToXoi claimed to be. The 
expression virep\lav dirdaroXot may therefore refer simply to the 
over-estimate which was attached to the authority of these apostles 
as against that of Paul. This is also indicated by the expression 
ol Bo/covvres crrvXoi eivai used, Gal. ii. 9, in reference to James, 
Peter, and John, which says no more than that this was the 
estimation in which they were held by a certain party, and which 
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that party wished to impose upon the public as well. “ However 
much,” the Apostle accordingly says, “the authority of these apostles 
may be quoted against me, that proves nothing against the truth of 
the Christianity which I teach.” In what follows, the Apostle 
declares that he thinks he has every right to feel assured of his 
apostolic calling, both on account of his true insight into the essence 
of Christian doctrine, and on account of the disinterested zeal for 
the cause of Christianity which he had shown in all his relations 
with the Corinthian Church, as indeed through his whole life. 
“ For,” he declares firstly, " I have in the most disinterested manner 
never once made any claim upon you for my support, while my 
opponents use all the deceitful and seductive,arts with which they 
are so well acquainted (pi toiovtol tyevScnroaToXoi, epyarcu BoXloc, 
lieTaa^TjfiaTL^d/JLevot, els diroaToXov 9 Xpurrov, as he calls these 
false teachers who assumed nothing but the name of Apostles of 
Christ, verse 13) to make gain out of you, and use you as tools for 
their selfish plans,” verses 7-20. Secondly, he says, “ My whole 
life has been a series of hardships, sacrifices, and dangers, which 
I have undertaken for the cause of Christianity,” 20-33. This 
passage sets it beyond doubt that these opponents were born Jews, 
of genuine Israelite descent. They belonged therefore to the 
party of Peter, and doubtless appealed to Peters authority in 
support of their own claims. Keeping up his ironical tone, the 
Apostle allows for the moment his enemies’ charge of dtypoavvr], 
to use it as a mask for confronting his presumptuous and vain 
opponents on their own ground, in their assertion of empty dis¬ 
tinctions, and enable himself to say things which sounded like 
foolish and vain self-praise, but which were best put before the 
Corinthians, accustomed as they were to the speeches of his over¬ 
bearing opponents, in this tone (compare 19, 20 , 21 ). He asks the 
question ( 22 ), 'Efipalol elat ; tcaydr 5 Io-parjXlraL elcri; icdyco* 
aireppa 'Afipadp, elai; fcdyw. If, he says, there is to be such a 
tcav%aa6cu Kara t rjv aapica, (18) a KavyacrOai referring to mere 
inherited and fortuitous distinctions, I can rival my opponents even 
on this ground. But they do not only claim to be genuine Israel- 
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ites, but also as such, SiaKovoi Xpiarov. If it appears to them to 
be mere folly on my part that I venture to claim equality with 
them with respect to the above-mentioned advantages, they will 
consider it to be nothing short of madness ( yrapafypovelv here 
plainly means much more than the former expression afypoavvri) 
that I even claim to surpass them, appealing as I do to something 
far more real than these advantages of theirs, namely the facts of 
my apostolic ministry, by which its reality is abundantly attested. 
Here we see that those persons who had so high an opinion of 
themselves as born Jews, also asserted that they were the true 
Sia/covoi Xpiarov . In the following chapter, xii., also, the Apostle 
carries on the vindication of his apostolic authority, and now he 
adds a third reason to the two he has already mentioned in chap, 
xi., in proof of the right he has to feel sure of his apostolic calling. 
This third reason consists in the extraordinary revelations which 
he had received, especially an ecstasy into which he had been 
thrown during the first period of his apostolic career. Still he 
does not appeal to these revelations, he says, for the sake of 
boasting. On the contrary, he bears about in his body a trouble 
which ever keeps alive in him the feeling of his human weakness 
as a corrective of any exalted opinion of himself, and which causes 
him to put his whole trust in divine help. He had been induced 
to say what he had said in his own praise, only because the 
Corinthians had not said what they should properly have said in 
vindication of him against his opponents. How far he was from 
being behind the other Apostles they themselves had the best 
means of judging, as he had approved himself among them by all 
the signs of a genuine apostolic mode of activity; and no benefit 
that Christianity had conferred on other churches had failed to be 
conferred on them. There cannot be anyreasonable doubt that 
the mention of the oirraalai and airoKakv^eis to which the 
Apostle here appeals has a very close connection with his apolo¬ 
getic aim and the character of the opponents with whom he is 
dealing. If, as Judaising teachers of Christianity, and in accord¬ 
ance with the view which must have been that of the Petrinists 
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or of the Christ-party, they held an outward connection with Jesus, 
and intercourse with him, such as had been enjoyed by those 
disciples whom Christ had called and educated expressly for their 
office, to be the true criterion of the XpiaTov elvai and the apostolic 
calling, then the Apostle Paul, when he came to the last and 
highest point of his argument in defence of his apostolic office, 
naturally appealed to an inward spiritual experience instead of the 
outward material experiences of the rest of the Apostles. This 
inward experience consisted in those extraordinary phenomena 
which, as inward visions and revelations of the Divine, as facts of 
his immediate consciousness, had awakened faith in Christ within 
him—that ecopaKevcu ’Irjaovv Xpiarov tov Kvpiov rjficov, to which 
he had already appealed, 1 Cor. ix. 1, and which must certainly be 
classed together with the birraalai and diroKoXv^e^ Kvpiov which 
he speaks of here, although it is not probable that the ecstasy de¬ 
scribed in verse 2 is the same with the phenomenon related in the 
Acts of the Apostles (chap, ix.), which brought about the Apostle's 
conversion. Such birraalat kcu diroicoXv^reL^ might appear to the 
opponents of the Apostle to be mere imaginary visions which 
could make no claim to objective truth, in comparison with the 
actual outward relations in which the other Apostles had lived with 
Jesus, and according to the principles which Peter had laid down, 
Acts i. 21, on the occasion of the election of the Apostle Matthias. 
But for the Apostle himself the phenomena which had thus trans¬ 
pired in his inner life were none the less solid and incontestable 
facts; and willingly as he would have avoided speaking of them 
at all, in order to escape every appearance of vain self-exaltation, 
yet here it behoved him to be silent on nothing which might serve 
for the vindication and establishment of his apostolic authority, 
and he could not omit appealing to them. But he could not con¬ 
ceal from himself that this evidence to his apostolic call belonged 
only to the sphere of his own immediate consciousness; and this 
made him insist the more pointedly, as he does again and again 
throughout the whole of these two Epistles, on that witness of facts 
to which the character of objective reality could be least denied— 
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namely, the great experiment in which his apostolic calling had 
been verified, and the great success which had attended his efforts 
to further the cause of Christianity. Compare 1 Cor. iii. 8-15; ix. 15, 
sq.; xv. 10 ( irepiaaorepov avrcov irdvrcov itcoirLacya ) 2 Cor. x. 12, sqq. 

That this controversy turned on a question of principle, in which 
it was necessary to trace the difference between our Apostle and 
the older Apostles up to its origin and its true grounds, is shown 
in a noteworthy way in the passage 2 Cor, iii. 1, sq. In this 
passage we hear of emo-roXai avo-rariKal, of le tte rs of commenda¬ 
tion which certain persons (rives as the rives arro ’ Icuccofiov —Gal. 
ii. 12, opponents of the Apostle) had brought with them to Corinth. 
The object of these letters must have been to afford evidence that 
the bearers were genuine, trustworthy preachers of Christianity, 
and bore the seal of an acknowledged authority. Under what 
other names then can these letters have been drawn up but those 
of the elder Apostles ? and what could make it seem necessary to 
issue such letters of commendation and authentication, but the fact 
of the parties in the Church being so suspicious of each other, that 
it was necessary for any one who wished to appear as a teacher, in 
order not to be taken for a false teacher, to provide evidence to 
which party he belonged, and to which principles and teachings he 
adhered ? The more considerable the authority was to which such 
missionaries referred, and the more universally acknowledged it 
was, the more certainly could they reckon on their reception and 
influence. From what other place then could they bring with 
them so satisfactory a legitimation as from Jerusalem? 1 The eiri- 

1 That such a legitimation belonged to the principles of the Judaisers, and was 
customary among them, we see from passages of the pseudo-Clementine writings, 
which also afford a satisfactory explanation of the cmordkai o-vo-rartAcai. In the 
4th Book of the Recognitions, C. 34, the Apostle Peter says the devil sends abroad 
into the world false prophets, and false apostles, and false teachers, who indeed 
speak in the name of Christ, but do the will of the devil; he exhorts them there¬ 
fore to use caution, “ et nulli doctorum credatis nisi qui Jacobi fratris Domini ex 
Hierusalem detulerit testimonium vel ejus quicunque post ipsum fuerit. Nisi 
enim quis illuc ascenderit, et ibi fuerit probatus quod sit doctor idoneus et fidelis 
ad prsedicandum Christi verbum, nisi, inquam, inde detulerit testimonium, re- 
cipiendus non est; sed neque propheta, neque apostolus in hoc tempore speretur 
a vobis aliquis alius prseter nos.” Compare Homily ii. 35. 
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crroXal avcrTdTUcai thus point to a higher authority standing in 
the background, behind the opponents with whom the Apostle is 
contending, and which he saw went to discredit his own; he 
therefore takes occasion from those letters to explain fully the 
principle of his apostolic authority. This he does in chapter iii. 
If no one were admitted to be a real, authenticated teacher of 
Christianity except he were recommended from Jerusalem and 
brought with him thence a “ letter of commendation,” this could 
only be on the principle that there were no other Apostles but the 
elder ones. This the Apostle could not concede, and yet with 
regard to his apostolic office and apostolic authority he could only 
appeal to that evSo/crjaev 6 ©eo<? a'lroicakv'fycu tov vtov avrov iv 
ifjiol, Gal. i. 15, that is to say, to a mere fact of his own conscious¬ 
ness. Starting then from these h tiotoKoL avcrraTucaij and seeking 
for some objective fact to bring in proof of his own claims, he 
maintains that he has an epistle of commendation as well as his 
opponents, although a very different one. His letters of com¬ 
mendation are the Corinthians themselves, and written indeed in 
his own heart. What they are as Christians concerns him so 
nearly, that it is an essential part of his own self-consciousness. 
But as he has to show not only what they are to him, but also 
what they are objectively as recommending and authenticating 
him to others, he adds that this letter written in his inmost heart 
is also lying open before the eyes of the world, legible to every 
one, laid before the general consciousness of the world, composed 
by him under the commission of Christ, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of the living God, not on tables of stone, but on 
the fleshly tables of the heart; i.e. the legitimation of his apostolic 
authority is the fact of the success of his preaching of the Gospel, 
the fact that through him the Corinthians have become a Christian 
Church. He w T ho founds Christian Churches may with justice 
consider himself to be an Apostle of Christ, because he cannot do 
such work except by Christ working in him. The argument is 
one from result to cause, it is an appeal to the principle which we 
must conclude to be present where a certain movement takes place. 
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In the same way the Apostle says to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. ix. 2 , 
in arguing against those who were not willing to allow his claim 


to be an Apostle : el aWoi? ov/c elpu airoaroXo^, aWa ye v/jllv elpu* 
r) ydp a (f) pay'll rrj$ epurj<; diroaroXrj^ vp,el$ eare ev Kvplqy rj epurj 
aTToXoyla tol 9 epde avcucplvovcnv avrij ecrr/. In the same way also, 
in Gal. ii. 7, he grounds his evayye\tov Tr}$ aKpofivarlas on the fact 
that he who had wrought in Peter ei? dTrocToXrjv Tr}$ irepiropurj 5 , 


has wrought effectively in himself ei? ra e6vr) — i.e. the existence of 
Gentile Christian Churches is the result of this evepyeiv. But the 
greater and more evident the success of his ministry, the more 
certain is it that he derived the apostolic commission which it pre¬ 
supposes only from God and Christ, whose servant he is—and he 
derives it from Christ as the founder of aj oew Bta drjKT] of which the 
7 i revjxa is th e_principle. The more perfectly this principle is 
realised in him, the more able he is to produce a result corre¬ 
sponding to this principle. The question therefore can only be 
what it comprises and how it acts in him. Thus the whole stage 
of development at which the religious consciousness of the Old 
Testament stands is the subject in opposition to which the Apostle 
develops the idea of the irvevpua as the Christian principle, iii. Il¬ 
ls. He defines the essential difference between the two Bcadrj/caL 
by the two ideas ypapula and 7 rvevpLa, the airoKTelveiv on one side, 
and the &o7tol€lv on the other; he then considers the subjective 
side of this objective difference, in the light of the question, what 
is the attitude of the religious consciousness in each of the two 


BcaOrj/ccu ? He works this out by means of the Old Testament 
narrative of the glory on the face of Moses. This glory is a symbol 
of the character of the old SiadrjKr), as well with regard to its 
advantages as to its defects. Its advantages consisted in having a 
glory in which the majesty of God reflected itself in such a manner, 
and from this we may conclude that if the old Siad^/cr] had such 
a glory, the new one will be infinitely more glorious and splendid. 
The defect of the old BiaOriKT] consisted first in the transitory nature 
of the glory on the face of Moses ; and even more in the fact that 
on account of the veil which covered the face of Moses in order to 
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hide the glory from their eyes, the Israelites did not perceive its 
extinction when that happened, and therefore believed that it 
still continued after it had become extinct. This veil, the symbol 
of Mosaism, still lies on the consciousness of the Jews, this is the 
limitation in their religious consciousness, that they do not realise 
the finite nature of the old htaOriKYj. In contrast to this conceal¬ 
ment and constraint which belongs to the character of J udai sm, is 
the 7 rvevfxa as the Christian principle, the Christian consciousness 
certain of itself in its unity with Christ, identical with itself and 
absolute, which unfolds to the full knowledge of the truth, and has 
no need of any merely outward medium. If where the Spirit is, 
the Lord is also, then the Lord himself is the Spirit, iii. 16; then 
he who has the Spirit in the sense meant by the Apostle is in the 
htaKovta rov nTvevfiaros, iii. 8, and is also a Sid/covos XpLarov , 
xi. 23. The opponents whom the Apostle encountered at Corinth 
also considered themselves to be Blcocovol XpLarov. As they were 
not Apostles themselves, but were forced to rest their claims on 
some apostolic authority, they must have considered those to whose 
authority they appealed to be specially diroaroKovs XpLarov, in the 
same sense, that is to say, in which they themselves claimed to 
be Std/covoi XpLarov. They were not Apostles, but if, as the Apostle 
says, they were pueraa^pLarL^dpLevoL eU airoarokov 9 XpLarov, this 
arroaroXoL XpLarov suggests that they called the Apostles, on 
whose authority they relied and whose representatives they desired 
to be considered, Apostles of Christ in the same emphatic sense 
in which they themselves claimed to be Blgucovol XpLarov, and in 
which the Apostle himself speaks of the XpLarov elvaL, x. 7. In 
what else could the distinguishing criterion of their XpLarov elvaL 
consist, as against the Apostle Paul, but in this, that the elder 
Apostles, on account of the direct companionship which they had 
with Jesus during his earthly life, must be the only authenticated 
preachers and ministers of the Messianic salvation ? And what 
other standpoint could the Apostle himself take up in maintaining 
his own apostolic authority than that which we see him take up in 
these two Epistles, opposing to the external considerations urged 
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by his opponents the inward and the spiritual, and making the 
Spirit, which is the Lord himself, the principle of true communion 
and of true apostolic activity ? Thus it is evident how he could 
not justify himself to those who were his opponents on this occasion 
in Corinth without referring to the Apostles whose representatives 
they claimed to be. That he was in no whit behind them, that 
he could claim for himself the same rights as they did, and bore 
in himself the same apostolic consciousness,—this is the assump¬ 
tion on which he proceeds when he comes to close quarters with 
them, xi. 5 ; and to this he adheres throughout his whole discussion, 
as is shown by the repetition of this statement, xii. 11. Whilst 
far removed from doing anything to discredit their apostolic dignity, 
yet he cannot tolerate the exclusive claims set up on their behalf 
by his opponents. The admirably chosen phrase oi vnr epXcav 
airocrroXoL is meant to show that he had no fault to find with them¬ 
selves, but only with the exaggerated view of them held by others. 
They are confronted with him as the “ grand Apostles,” as if he 
were nothing in comparison with them (ovSev elpcc he says, xii. 11, 
in a sense that was true for him, but not without allusion to this), 
and as if he were not to count as an Apostle of Christ at all. If 
in maintaining his apostolic authority he had only said that he was 
in no respect behind such opponents as he characterises in chap, 
xi., those ^revSa7rbaro\oc, epydrac So\coc y peer aa n ^r\ pear i^opcevoc eU 
diroaTokovs Xptarov, what a mean opinion must he have enter¬ 
tained of himself and of his apostolic dignity ? He could only 
have meant to measure himself with the Apostles themselves, and 
the arjpela rov diroaroXov of which he speaks, xii. 12, cannot be 
understood of any other comparison. 

Our exposition of the principal passages concerned has thus 
shown us that qll t he points of the Apostle's controvers y with his 
opponents may be reduc ed to the id ea of Xpcarov elvcu , that being 
the main criterion of apostolic authority, and the question being 
as to the real meaning of the term. If we be correct so far, it will 
follow that those who claimed to be specially ol rov Xpcarov 
asserted of themselves that Xpcarov . elvac against which the 
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Apostle Paul found himself obliged emphatically to assert and to 
defend his own view of the principle. 

We might suppose that the question of the party of Chri st is 
here answered with as great a measure of probability as the avail¬ 
able data allow; but since this view was first propounded certain 
objections have been raised to it which it will be well to consider 
before we go further. 1 

It is granted that my view does justice to the phrase ol tov 
Xpto-Tov, that it is corroborated by many antithetical references in 
both Epistles, and might even appear as the only correct solution 
of the difficulty; but it is thought that by this theory the difficulty 
is not overcome, that the party of Christ is distinguished from the 
party of Peter only in name, whilst the name clearly stands for a 
party which was one of several; or, what is the same thing, that 
the identity of the party of Peter with that of Christ is nowhere 
indicated. Till this be proved we cannot see in 1 Cor. x. 7 any 
dispute with the party of Christ, but only the assertion which the 
Apostle brings against his opponents of Peter's party, namely, that 
if they were Christians so was he. 2 Now if we could find a passage 
^ in which it was said clearly and decidedly that the Petrinists and 
those of Christ were one and the same party, then the matter 
would be very easily decided. But as no such passage is to be 

1 Compare Heander, Gesch. der Pflanzung u. Leitung der christl. kirche, 1832, 
1 Thl. p. 298, Bohn 234. Billroth, Commentar zu den Briefen des Paulus an 
die Korinthier, Leipzig, Einl. p. xix. Rlickert, Der erste Brief Pauli an die 
Korinthier, Leipzig, 1836, Appendix, p. 435. Schenkel. De Ecclesia Corinthia 
primseva factionibus turbata. Disquisitio critico-historica ad antiquissimum 
ecclesise Christianse statum illustrandum pertinens, Basil. 1838. Goldhorn, Die 
Christuspartei zu Korinth im Zeitalter der Apostel, in Illgen’s Zeitschr. fur hist. 
Theol. 1840. Dahne, Die Christuspartei in d. Apost. kirche zu Korinth. Halle, 
1841. Compare with these my replies in the Tubinger Zeitschr. fur Theol. 1836, 
H. 4. p. 1, und in den Jahrb. fur wissensch. Kritik. 1839, Ho. 88. In the com¬ 
mentaries of Olshausen, Meyer, De Wette, Osiander, etc., the views of their pre¬ 
decessors are merely repeated, and combined now in one way, now in another, 
which only tends to convince one more of the necessity of escaping from this 
maze of curious and conflicting hypotheses, and reaching some firm ground of 
fact. This of course cannot be done without framing a consistent theory of the 
history of the whole period. 

2 Keauder, Billroth, Ruckert. 
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found, we are obliged to resort to combination; by comparing 
together all the data which appear to bear on the subject, and by 
paying strict attention to the main tendency of the author, we 
must seek to arrive at a more or less probable result. What a 
different light is shed upon the passage when we remember, what 
cannot be denied, that in the passages which deal with the personal 
relations of the Apostle to his opponents, the point at issue is not 
Christianity but apostolicity, the criterion of apostolic authority 
which the Apostle maintains against his opponents. If we can only 
approach the facts of the case by a process of combination, it is 
evident that the theory here adduced can only claim relative pro¬ 
bability, and then we must ask, what other theory can be brought 
forward with a greater show of probability than this one ? 

According to Neander, the adherents of the party of Christ were 
those who, disregarding the Apostles, professed to hold only to Christ, 
to recognise him only as their teacher, and to receive direct from 
himself, without any mediation, the truth which he taught. This 
was such a manifestation of self-will, such an arrogant departure 
from the historical process of development ordained by God for the 
delivery of divine revelation, as could not but lead to an arbitrary 
treatment of the Christian doctrines themselves. It might easily 
happen, that where one party was disposed to attach itself especially 
to Paul, another to Apollos, and a third to Peter, persons might at 
last appear who would not be called by any of these party names, 
but formed for themselves, and in their own way, a Christianity 
independent of and different from what the Apostles proclaimed. 
Their subjective procedure in this may have taken a more mystical 
or a more rationalistic direction . 1 Neander himself thinks that the 
rationalistic was the more prevailing tone, as according to his view 
the party of Christ was a philosophical sect, which made of Christ 
only a second, perhaps a more exalted, Socrates . 2 This is the prin- 

1 Op. cit. p. 236. 

2 In his first edition, Neander gives this account of the view of Christ’s person 
as that which the Christ-party must have held. It is an admirable and appropri¬ 
ate feature in his discussion of this party, and it is difficult to see why it is 
omitted in the subsequent editions. Of course this parallel shows most distinctly 
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cipal view that has been set up against mine : its distinctive feature 
is that it endeavours, instead of identifying the parties of Christ and 
of Peter, to find as far as possible a specific difference between them. 
But what this idea leads to when it is carried out, and how much it 
is wanting in even probable grounds, is shown by the modification 
which it has received from Biickert. He maintains that the party 
of Christ was not, as Neander says, composed of persons of philo¬ 
sophical culture who had made for themselves their own philosophical 
view of Christ; the alternatives are, he says, that either the party of 
Christ took its stand as a party among the other parties, or set itself 
up as the only true Church, which the rest of the sects ought to join. 
The first idea he decides cannot be entertained, as Christ could not 
have been looked upon as a mere teacher such as Paul, Apollos, or 
Cephas; the second alternative must therefore be accepted. The 
party of Christ placed itself above the others, maintained that it 
did not adopt the views either of Paul, or of Apollos, or of Cephas, 
but acknowledged Christ alone as its Lord and Master; but it 
did not do this in the sense in which Paul certainly desired that 
all men should be Xpccrrov. 2 In what sense then did it do this? 
The party of Christ must naturally have been a separate party, or 
it would not have been reckoned by the Apostle along with the 
rest; further, it must have recognised Christ as Lord and Master, 
or it would not have designated itself by his name, but it cannot 
have acknowledged him in the right way, or else Paul would not 
have described it as a mere party. But what is all this but a series 
of purely abstract definitions, out of which we can get no concrete 
idea of what this party actually was. Till we can say what made 
it a party, not only negatively but positively, we cannot conceive of 
it as a party at all ? It cannot have been a philosophical sect, as 
Biickert expressly declares ; but can it have been a mystical one, 

that these disciples of Christ who placed Christ on the same level as Socrates, no 
longer stood upon the platform of Christianity. Then the very name oi rod 
Xpiarov contradicts the theory of Neander. Whilst the name would have marked 
them as a sect who specially pretended to possess the true Christianity, this view 
of Christ which is attributed to them would have made them a sect completely 
unchristian. i Op. cit. p. 446. 
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according to Meander’s distinction? Schenkel, Goldhorn, and 
Dahne consider the adherents of the party of Christ to have been 
visionaries, in a sense which raises a further difference between their 
theories and my own. In my view the Christ of the party of Christ 
was the bodily Christ who was connected with his disciples through 
the intercourse of outward physical life ; but in the view of these 
critics he was a spiritual Christ revealing himself in visions from 
heaven. The disciples of Christ boasted, it is said, of a mainly 
inward union with Christ, on the strength of which they declared 
themselves independent of all the autocratic authority of the 
Apostles, but this boast of theirs they did not rest on a special out¬ 
ward relation with Christ, but only on an inward one, on heavenly 
revelations made to them in visions, which they set in com¬ 
petition with the transmission of doctrine through the Apostles. 
To this Schenkel refers what is said by the Apostle, 2 Cor. xii. 1, 
of his oTTraalai and aTroKakv^ets, as the Apostle speaks of his 
oTTraatac and airoKakv^eis only in this place and nowhere else, 
and, as he himself says here, only because his opponents forced him 
to do so. His opponents must have been boasting of their special 
visions and revelations of Christ, and, since they had these to glory 
in, have thrown off all apostolic authority. This therefore clearly 
shows that the party of Christ had called themselves by the name 
of Christ and not by that of an Apostle, because they did not recog¬ 
nise the Apostles’ authority. The reason of this must have lain in 
what happened at the feast of Pentecost. Prom the quite immedi¬ 
ate manner in which the Divine Spirit descended from heaven on 
that occasion, it must have been concluded that the apostolic 
instruction was of no great importance, and this conviction must 
have been strengthened by the sudden conversion of the Apostle 
Paul by means of a heavenly vision. We cannot accordingly wonder 
that after that time there arose men who asserted that they were 
called only by the Spiritual Christ. But what are we to think of 
this Spiritual Christ ? 1 With the precarious suppositions on which 
the hypothesis rests, he floats before us so completely in the air 
1 Schenkel, op. cit. p. 91. 
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that in neither Epistle does he stand on the firm ground of a real 
existence. How can we assume that the Apostle shared those 
visions and revelations of which he speaks, with those very opponents 
Avith whom he was contending ? It is true that this Christ-party, 
characterised now in one way and now in another, those neutrals, 
independent of all apostolic authority, those adherents of a philo¬ 
sophical or Spiritual Christ (all simply modifications of one and the 
same view), do present that specific difference from the party of 
Peter which the words of the Apostle seem to require. But we 
cannot get any clear and definite idea of the party in question; 
nor is it kept in mind that if it was so characteristically different 
from all the other parties, this difference must have appeared in the 
Apostle’s treatment of the subject. Where does he speak of a party 
so peculiarly and so essentially different from all the rest ? or how 
can it be supposed that he attacked the others, but passed over in 
complete silence that one which stood in the plainest antagonism 
not only to Pauline but to Apostolic Christianity, and threatened 
to destroy its very foundations ? If we say with Neander, that 
what the Apostle says in the first chapter of the first Epistle, in con¬ 
demnation of the Corinthian party-spirit, applies to the party of 
Christ as well as to the rest, we can indeed appeal in confirmation 
of this to the Apostle’s own declaration, iv. 6, where he speaks of a 
^eraa^fiaTL^eLv in reference to himself and Apollos; this can 
only be understood as implying that what had just been said in 
immediate reference to the parties of Paul and Apollos, was per¬ 
fectly applicable to the two others as well. But the same diffi¬ 
culty presents itself here also. If what is said of one applies also 
to the others, they must all be reducible to the same category. 
But how could this be if the party of Christ differed from the three 
other parties in refusing to recognise an apostolic authority ? This 
distinction is not made by the Apostle, and in the passages of the 
two Epistles where the subject is dealt with, we find very natur¬ 
ally that the point at issue is not the recognition of an apostolic 
authority in general, but the recognition of that special authority 
vffiich the Apostle Paul asserted for himself as against the other 
Apostles. 
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Now if all these modifications of the view which has been set up 
as against mine still fail to give a clear and distinct idea of what 
the party of Christ was, and are not founded on data contained 
in the two Epistles, we find ourselves again face to face with the 
question, whether it is i mposs ible, on the supposition of the identity 
of the parties of Christ and of Cephas, still to distinguish them and 
hold them separate in such a way as to explain how the Apostle 
came to speak of them as of two separate parties. This is in fact 
the only objection which can be advanced against my theory, and 
I can see no difficulty in it which does not vanish as soon as we go 
closer into the relations of the parties in the Corinthian Church. 
The chief opposition undoubtedly concerned the Apostle Paul. The 
authority of the Apostle Peter was set up against his. But this 
relation of opposition may have had a double aspect. The one 
party called itself after Paul, the other after Peter; so far there 
was nothing disparaging to or excluding the Apostle Paul: party 
stood over against party; each one held to its own Apostle as its 
head ; but as soon as we go a little further, and ask for the argu¬ 
ment that may have been used why Peter should be followed and 
not Paul, why the preference was to be given to him over Paul,— 
if this reason can only be found on looking at the matter from the 
Jewish standpoint on which the chief opponents of the Apostle in 
Corinth stood, and found only in the fact that Peter had been 
an immediate disciple of Christ, while Paul had not, then this 
relation of opposition does become exclusive; a principle is estab¬ 
lished involving as a necessary consequence that Paul was not to be 
considered as a true Apostle, because devoid of the most essential 
qualifications of true apostolic authority. This extreme of opposi¬ 
tion against the Apostle was represented by those persons whom he 
refers to under the name of the party of Christ; and the nature of the 
case shows that the party of Christ in this sense was composed of 
those from whom this whole opposition to the Apostle Paul on this 
principle proceeded, namely, those Judaising false teachers who had 
come to Corinth with their letters of recommendation (2 Cor. ii. 1). 
For the whole party the name of the Apostle Peter was used; it 
concealed the principle of the opposition, and formed a natural 
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counterpart to the name of the Apostle Paul. This view of the 
relation between the party of Peter and the Christ-party not only 
agrees with the passage 1 Cor. i. 12, but is even confirmed by it. 
For as the Apostle here mentions first himself, then Apollos, then 
Cephas, and lastly Christ, this is clearly an ascejidirig^scale: 
Apollos stands nearer to him than Cephas, and the party of Christ 
is further from him than that of Cephas. The Apostle then lays 
hold of this name of Christ, and, in his peculiar manner, at once 
puts the question in its extreme form ; beginning his reply boldly 
with the words, fiefiepcarac 6 Xpiaros ; is this name (. Xpcarov, as a 
party name) not the most undoubted proof that ye are tearing Christ 
in pieces with your parties ? Each party must as a Christian party 
desire to have a share in Christ; if then there was a peculiar 
“ party of Christ,” how was the one Christ divided in whom all 
ought to find their unity, and all differences to disappear ? This 
would be the more forcible if the party of Christ were the head¬ 
quarters of the opposition against him, and the focus of all the 
party troubles in Corinth. 

If this be allowed I do not see what more can be alleged against 
the view in question. The whole contents of both Epistles agree 
with it admirably. Though no further reference to the name of 
the party of Christ should be brought forward, the matter itself on 
which it alone depends agrees in the most complete manner with 
all that this view implies. Both names indicate the same party, 
so that what is said against the party of Peter holds good with 
regard to the party of Christ. Indeed, only if both parties 
together formed the opposition to the Apostle Paul in the 
Corinthian Church can we fully comprehend and enter into the 
earnest and trenchant polemics against an anti-Pauline Judaising 
Christianity, which run through both Epistles. But the name is 
not so completely absent from the Epistles that our theory should 
not receive its due confirmation from this side as well. Billroth 
remarks, not without reason, that among the passages in which I 
find a reference to the party of Christ, only the passage 2 Cor, x. 7 
dis tinctly su ppor ts my theoryj yet this passage renders further 
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doubt superfluous, and the want of more passages containing 
express mention of the party of Christ is very simply explained 
by the name of the party itself. It is true, that if once our 
foundation be firmly laid, many passages will be found to contain 
unmistakable allusions to the name of the party of Christ, but 
such passages cannot be used as direct proofs, because the name 
Xptaros has its own clear meaning in every case, whether the 
further reference be in it or no. But the name of the party 
of Christ appears all the more remarkable in the passage above 
quoted. AVe see plainly that the Xptarov etvat is a phrase which 
the opponents and false teachers, against whom the Apostle con¬ 
tended, were in the habit of using, as one which they had a special 
right to appropriate to themselves as against the Apostle {el ns 
irenrotQev eavra) Xptarov elvat, rovro Xoyt^eaOco irdXtv dcf> eavrov, 
on /cad cos avros Xptarov, ovrco /cat rjptets Xptarov ). How 
fitting is the allusion which the Apostle, in pursuance of his 
former argument, here makes to the name of those who maintained 
that they were especially and exclusively ot rov Xptarov . In 
this name the whole of the opposition against the Apostle was 
gathered up to a point, in this name a principle was advanced 
against him, which in the eyes of those who used it no protest 
that he could make could in the least invalidate. With great 
reason therefore does the Apostle call this name to his own mind 
and to that of his readers, when he is proceeding on the one hand 
to assert that fact which he considers as the most direct and 
undeniable token of his apostolic authority, and on the other, to 
attack his enemies without any further reservation or evasion, in 
the most open and decided manner, and to represent them in all 
their nakedness, as yfrevBa7roaroXot, epydrat SoXtot , pteraa^rjptart- 
^optevot els diroardXovs Xptarov . Thus the polemic of the Apostle 
contained in the foregoing passages, against both the party of 
Peter and the party of Christ, reaches its natural climax in the 
assertion that his opponents were what they claimed to be only in 
appearance, falsely and deceitfully: that they were not true but 
only false diroaroXoi Xptarov . 
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We must now direct some attention to the fact that according 
to this theory of the relations of the Corinthian parties, the whole 
polemic of the Apostle, and the whole arrangement and composi¬ 
tion of both these Epistles to which it gave rise, appear as a great 
and well-harmonised whole. Each of the parties named in 1 Cor. 
i. 12 is duly considered in the polemic of the Apostle, each has 
its pro per jfiace according to the enumeration in this passage, and 
to each there is said what is appropriate and needful for it. The 
first section bearing on this polemic, 1 Cor. i. 12—iv^21, is directed 
against the party of Paul and that of Apollos, and on this account 
does not touch upon the difference between Pauline and anti-Pauline 
Christianity. In discussions like these, it is the Apostle's way to take 
as wide and general a view as possible; and so what he rebukes in 
these two parties is the sensuous tendency which lies at the root of all 
such partisanship, and which is wholly inconsistent with all deeper 
insight into the true spirit of Christianity. That in this he had the 
two other parties in view as well, he himself indicates, iv. 6, ravra 
fjLeTecrxrjfidTiaa, etc. This is commonly taken as referring merely 
to iii. 4, sq. But in iii. 22 the Apostle mentions Cephas along 
with Apollos and himself, and why did he not mention Cephas also 
in iii. 4, 5 ? I am therefore inclined to refer this ixeTao-xmiaTL^Giv 
to the whole section from i. 12 onwards. All that the Apostle 
says in this section of the relation of the crofyla rov Oeov to the 
crcxpta rov fcocr/uLov, refers most naturally to the difference existing 
between the party of Paul and that of Apollos. Whilst the 
Apostle traces the love of the Corinthians for the aocpla tcocrfiov 
to their sensuousness, to the fact that they were aapKCKol and not 
7 TvevfiaTifcoi, iii. 1 , and points out, as the source of their divisions 
and party strife, the carnal mind that still dwelt in them, and kept 
them on so low a level of Christian life, that they might be expected 
to see for themselves how little they were fitted to set up as 
judges of their teachers, all these exhortations naturally applied 
also to the party of Peter. The sectarian spirit showed itself also 
in that party in the same carnal tendency arising from egotistical 
interests; and the excessive self-appreciation which flatters itself 
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with haughty, empty speeches, and which the Apostle lays to the 
charge of party spirit in general, must have applied with special 
force to the party of Peter. But besides this it must not be over¬ 
looked how in 1 Cor. iii. 5, as well as in 2 Cor. xi. 15, the Apostle 
speaks of Suikovoc Xpicrrov . Without doubt the party of Peter 
arrogated to itself the name htaKovot Xpcarov , and with regard to 
this it must not be considered as accidental that the Apostle takes 
up the question of htaKovoi , the true ministers of the Lord, in the 
course of his strictures on the Corinthian parties, 1 Cor. iii. 5. 
We thus see from the section 1 Cor. i. 12—iv. 24, how from the 
beginning the Apostle never lost sight of this opposition, but deals 
with it at first with a certain forbearance and self-restraint, and 
only gradually passes from the indirect to the direct refutation of 
his opponents. 

This transition he makes 1 Cor, i x . 1 , for here his polemic, 
having treated hitherto of the parties of Paul and Apollos, turns 
to that of Cephas. Nor does he avoid indicating this party by its 
name, nor taking up his ground against it with the assertion that 
he had the same rights with the rest of the Apostles, with the 
brethren of the Lord, and specially with Cephas, ix. 5. 

The polemic passes from the indirect to the direct, 1 Cor. ix. 1, 
sqq,, but does not reach its full severity till the second part of the 
second Epistle, -Even here the Apostle has various things 

to say before he comes to the direct attack on his opponents : we 
see that it costs him a certain inward struggle to take this 
extreme but also necessary step. He first discusses all he has to 
say to the Corinthians themselves, though in all this he has his 
opponents before his mind. Then when everything else is said, 
and everything is ready, he attacks his opponents in the way we 
have already seen. As this discussion proceeds to its climax, the 
peculiar position of the Christ-party, with which it deals, comes 
prominently forward. This partly is dealt with in its proper place, 
as assigned to it at 1 Cor. i. 12, so far at least as it is distinguish¬ 
able from the party of Peter. 

Besides the existence of parties, which is the chief point of 
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which the Apostle never loses sight throughout the two Epistles, 
there were in the Corinthian Church several other peculiar pheno¬ 
mena of a nature more or less disturbing to the regulation of the 
Christian life. With respect to these phenomena the Apostle 
explains himself for the most part in a very explicit manner, being 
led to do so by questions which had been addressed to him in a 
letter he had received from the Corinthians before his Epistle was 
written. The chief subjects of this kind were the following : the 
unchaste relations in which a member of the Corinthian Church 
lived with his stepmother, giving rise to great scandal (chap, v.) 
Connected with this was the immorality which was prevalent among 
the Corinthian Christians, which the Apostle denounces more than 
once, v. 9, sqq ., vi. 15, sqq., 2 Cor. xii. 21 ; the practice of bringing 
law disputes before Gentile judges, and even of prosecuting 
Christians in their courts, vi. 2 ; the question as to the superiority 
of married or celibate life (chap, vii.), as well as that of participation 
in Gentile sacrificial feasts and the use of meat offered to idols, 
chap. viii.; the liberty which the women of the Corinthian Church 
permitted themselves with regard to their head-dress in the 
Christian assemblies, chap. xi. I, 1 sqq.; an abuse connected with the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, xi. 17, sqq.; the difference of 
opinion as to the value of the so-called Xdkelv yXoacracus, 2 especi¬ 
ally in its relation to the nrpo^rjrevetv, chap. xii.—xiv.; and finally 
the question as to the resurrection from the dead, which was denied 
by some of the members of the Corinthian Church. All these 
phenomena, and the questions stirred by them, give us a very clear 
and vivid picture of the condition of the Corinthian Church; yet 
it would be most interesting to know more distinctly than we do how 
the various parties were related to these various phenomena, and 
how the state of parties in Corinth bore on them. All that we can 
be sure of is this, that the Gentile Christian element had a great 

1 Cf. my “Beitrage zur Erklarung der Korintherbriefe ” in the Theol. Jahrb. 
1852, p. 1. Der Zusammenhang von cap. vii. mit v. 1—vi. 20, p. 15. Die An- 
sicht des Apostels von der Ehe und der Sklaverei, cap. vii. p. 563. Die Frauen der 
Korinthischen Gemeinde und die Schleiersymbolik des Apostels, 1 Cor. xi. 2-16. 

2 Compare the treatise mentioned at p. 16. 
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predominance, which was everywhere felt. And yet the Judaising 
opponents of the Apostle were able to force their way into this 
Church, and take up a strong position in it, so as to form this 
energetic opposition which he himself considered so formidable. 

The relation of the second Epistle to the first deserves to be 
carefully attended to. It has been already remarked that the 
polemic of the Apostle against those opponents with whom he 
contends in the first Epistle is continued in the second, and that 
the very strongest utterances with which he makes his directest 
and most vehement attack on them are found in the last chapter 
of the second Epistle. But all the stronger is the contrast between 
the sharp and vehement tone of this last chapter, and the tone of 
the first part of the Epistle, in which the Apostle betrays the 
greatest uneasiness and apprehension about the reception of his 
former letter, and about his whole relation to the Corinthians, and 
labours with the utmost anxiety to secure for himself, by repeated 
assurances of his love and sympathy, the confidence of the 
Corinthians, which he fears is growing cold towards him. Different 
theories have been advanced to explain this striking change of tone 
in the second Epistle, but the chief question is, what reason the 
Apostle could have had to bear such great uneasiness and anxiety 
as to the impression made by his first letter. The contents of our 
first Epistle are thought not to furnish a sufficient reason for this 
anxiety. This circumstance, as well as what is found in the two 
Epistles about a mission not only of Timothy but also of Titus, a 
matter in which they do not very well agree, has given rise to the 
suspicion that our second Epistle does not stand in that close con¬ 
nection with the first which is commonly supposed. “ Our second 
Epistle,” it is maintained, 1 “ does not refer to the impression which 
may have been produced by the first, but to the reception of a 
letter which Titus conveyed, and which we no longer possess. In 
fact there occur in our second Epistle several passages, such as ii. 
3, 4, vii. 12, which, although they are generally referred directly to 

1 Compare Bleek, Erorterungen liber die Cor. Briefe, Theol. Stud. u. Krit. 1830, 
iii. 627. 
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the circumstances treated of in 1 Cor., still on closer inspection are 
difficult to explain upon this theory, and of themselves would 
plainly lead us to suppose that in the relations of the Apostle to the 
Corinthians something more intervened between our two Epistles 
than merely the news brought to the Apostle by Titus about the 
effect produced by the first Epistle. The whole tone and character 
of the reproof in 1 Cor. are not such as Paul's expressions here 
would lead us to think of. It is therefore highly probable that in 
the Epistle mentioned in 2 Cor. ii. 3, the special matter here re¬ 
ferred to occupied a larger proportion to the whole Epistle than 
the passage in 1 Cor. about the incestuous person to the whole of 
that Epistle. If therefore the tovto clvto, 2 Cor. ii. 3, really 
referred to something which the Apostle had written with respect 
to this matter, which of course is highly probable, we are led to 
conclude that it does not apply to the first Epistle, but to a subse¬ 
quent one, in which Paul had expressed himself on this subject 
with much greater vehemence. It is also possible, of course, that 
this verse does not refer to that incestuous person and the Apostle's 
expression regarding him at all, but to some other matter of 
which Paul had heard through Timothy, and of which he had 
then spoken indignantly and sternly in his Epistle. What comes 
afterwards, 2 Cor. iii. 5, does not necessarily oblige us to think of 
the incestuous person; but if we give up the idea of this reference 
we must also resign the possibility of ascertaining exactly what the 
special matter was, and can only surmise in general that some of 
the commands of the Apostle had been flagrantly disregarded.” 

I cannot consider this opinion to be well grounded, and it seems 
to me that what we know of the Apostle's character affords no 
adequate reason for taking the relation of the two Epistles to each 
other to be different from what has been commonly supposed. 
We need only remember with what vehemence and indignation he 
speaks of the occurrence mentioned in 1 Cor. v. 5, and how, as 
soon as he has said what he had to say on the chief subject 
of his letter, this is the first of the more special subjects to which 
he addresses himself. The Apostle takes up this matter seriously 
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enough, and at the same time it so notoriously concerns one 
particular individual, that it is against all probability that the 
individual who is spoken of in the same pointed way, 2 Cor. ii. 5, 1 
should have been any other than the one referred to, 1 Cor. v. If 
we consider, further, what the Apostle writes to the Corinthians 
with regard to this individual, in the most solemn manner, with 
all the emphasis of his apostolic authority, as his judicial sentence, 
we can well understand what anxiety and care this affair must 
soon after have occasioned him. To speak plainly : he had taken 
a step which he himself must have regarded as a rash and over- 
hasty one, and which, as it failed of its intended result, simply laid 
him open to his opponents. Indeed, he afterwards retracted what 
he had done, and adopted a course which was exactly the opposite 
of what he had formerly distinctly said ought to be done. The 
most natural sense of the passage in question, 1 Cor. v. 3,1 can only 
consider to be that given by the most recent commentators, namely, 
that the Apostle thought he had the power, by virtue of the strength 
of Christ which was present with him, to give over the criminal to 
the disposal of Satan ; his sentence was to take effect by means of 
a disease which should smite the offender at that moment in which 
he should be solemnly expelled from the Christian communion by 
the assembled Church, in which the Apostle himself would be 
present in spirit to work the miracle. However we may take the 
expression 7 rapaSovvat ra> Sarava, the Apostle certainly declares a 
double sentence, first a bodily sickness miraculously inflicted (for 
nothing else than this can be meant by o\e6po$ cap/cos), and 
the excommunication spoken of in verses 2 and 13, for which the 
Church was to be assembled. But neither of these two things, as 
we see from the second Epistle, had happened. Neither had the 
miraculous punishment occurred which the Apostle had threatened, 2 

1 He is called 6 tolovtos 2 Cor. ii. 7, as well as in 1 Cor. v. 5. 

2 The passage 1 Cor. v. 4 contains a criterion of some interest by which to 
judge of the alleged miracles of the Apostles. The consciousness of miraculous 
power, the bvvapus tov K vpiov, was certainly felt by the Apostles, and in this 
consciousness they may have looked upon the specially remarkable results of their 
ministry, the operations of their energy in action, as cn/jucta, ripara, and bvvdp,€is. 
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nor had the Corinthians proceeded to the exclusion of the offender 
from the Church. I feel myself obliged to agree with Kiickert’s 
explanation of the second passage touching on this matter, 
2 Cor. ii. 6 ; that the Apostle declares himself content with the 
punishment decreed by the Corinthians, and says he does not 
require any graver punishment to be inflicted, which he could not 
have said if the punishment which he had demanded had already 
taken place. From ver. 10 it is clear that the ^apl^eaOai did not 
now originate with him, but had already been put in force without 
his being consulted, so that now he could only acquiesce in what 
had taken place in order not to put himself in open conflict with 
them by persistence in his former demands. The Corinthians 
then had confined themselves to a mere reproof, and even this mild 
punishment had been inflicted on the man not by the Church as a 
whole but only by a part of it. If this was the state of affairs, 
Kiickert very justly remarks, Paul must have found himself in a 
very awkward position. His command had not been carried out; 
only a part of the community, although it may be the larger part, 
had taken the matter to heart, the remainder, as might have been 
expected from the feeling of the Church towards him, had not even 
done this—his authority was greatly impaired. What was he to 
do now ? Insist on his former orders ? He might be sure that he 
should find no more obedience than before, and the scandal would 
be all the greater. He could not enforce obedience, and the affair 
would only make a bad impression on all sides. There was nothing 
for it but what prudence dictated in similar cases : to give the 
matter another turn, by which an open breach might be avoided, 
and the evil not indeed cured, but concealed until in better times 
he should recover his proper position. This turn was to approve 
of what had been done, even although it had been done with¬ 
out his consent, to represent it as his own wish, and to bring 
the whole matter under a Christian point of view. This is 

Compare 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 2 Cor. xii. 12. But as in the case of 1 Cor. v. 4 this 
conviction was distinctly expressed, and no miracle actually ensued, the same 
may have taken place in other cases too. 
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what he now does, partly through the concession that the 
punishment which the man had undergone may have been 
sufficient, partly through the admonition to forgive him. This 
account of the Apostle’s position is undoubtedly correct; and 
the whole tone in which he wrote our Epistle to the Corinthians, 
the restlessness and anxiety which it betrays, are thus very naturally 
explained. He had taken a step the consequences of which he only 
now clearly perceived. 1 It must now have appeared very question¬ 
able to him what its effect would be on his opponents. 2 As we 
see from the Apostle’s own Epistle, they did not fail to use the 
occurrence as a handle to depreciate his authority. When he is 
absent, said they, he can indeed make severe speeches and be full 
enough of boasting and vain-glory, but when it comes to real action 
he does not trust himself to be personally present (x. 10, 11 ; com¬ 
pare iii. 1, v. 12.) Without doubt this was the reason which made 
the Apostle so solicitous to vindicate himself, as he does in the 
beginning of his Epistle, on account of his delay to undertake 
his long-contemplated journey to Corinth. An Epistle written 
under such circumstances must of course have a mainly apolo¬ 
getic tendency, but the apology is by no means a merely personal 
one ; it passes at once into more general considerations, and becomes 
an apologetic examination of his apostolic office, which he re¬ 
presents in its two aspects, as it brings salvation to some, and 
works ruin to others, and shows to be superior to the ministry of 
the Old Covenant, as the lofty experience which he himself had 
had of it had taught him. Having worked out these ideas, and 
conceived new confidence in the Corinthians, he turns with fresh 
spirit and incisive logic to his opponents, wdth a view to arriving 

1 Ruckert has no hesitation in saying with regard to 1 Cor. v. 5, “The 
Apostle’s line of conduct is simply passionate ; and, like other passionate acts, 
could never bear any good result. And that he issued, to a Church in which his 
authority was much lowered, dictatorial commands which he had no means of 
enforcing—this was not wise.” Who will blame the unprejudiced critic for saying 
this ? 

2 The Apostle gives marked expression to this in 2 Cor. ii. 11 : Iva /at) ttKcovck- 
tt]6<oijl€v vtto tov Varava, ov yap avrov rd vor]para ayvoovp,€v. He is aware, then, 
that his napadovvai ra> Varava has harmed no one but himself. 
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at a thorough clearing up of his relations to them. In no other of 
the Apostle’s Epistles are we allowed to look deeper into the pure 
humanity of his character, and into the peculiarities of his 
relations to the Churches, than in his second Epistle to the Corin¬ 
thians. No other Epistle teaches us so much of his character, if 
at least we do not suffer the genuine human traits which it contains 
to be glozed over by false ideas of what we ought to find in it. 
If we have traced the relation of 2 Corinthians to 1 Corinthians 
correctly, there is no reason for supposing another lost Epistle to 
the Corinthians besides that mentioned in 1 Cor. v. 9. 1 

The Apostle had written to the Corinthians before the two 
Epistles which we possess, as he himself says, 1 Cor. v. 9 ; but we 
do not know anything further of this lost Epistle than what we 
may gather from this passage. This missive cannot have been 
of equal importance with our two Epistles—as the way in which 
the Apostle discusses the subjects which fill up our first Epistle 
does not allow us to suppose that there had been much communi¬ 
cation between him and the Corinthians on these points before. 
The composition of our two Epistles is commonly placed in the 
years 57-59, in the period in which the Apostle, after leaving 
Corinth, Acts xviii. 18, took up his residence for some time at 
Ephesus, Acts xix. 1, xx. 1. There seems no doubt that in his 
journey to Greece, Acts xx. 2, he visited Corinth again, and during 
his residence there wrote the Epistle to the Eomans; but whether 
this visit was the second or third is not so easily decided, as in the 
passages in the Epistles where the Apostle speaks of a journey to 
Corinth, it is left doubtful whether the “ third time ” of which he 
speaks is to be understood as referring to the journey, or to the in¬ 
tention of taking it. In my opinion the latter is the more probable, 
if we consider the connection in which the passages which bear on 
the question stand to one another. When he says, 2 Cor. xii. 14, 
iBov rptrov tovto €to//xo>9 e^co ekdelv n rpo? tfias, rplrov tovto may 

1 What follows was added for the second edition. Compare the author’s essay, 
Beitrage zur Erkl'arung der Korintherbriefe 1. Die Reisen des Apostels Paulus 
nach Korinth. Theol. Jahrb. ix. 139 sq. — Editor . 
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apply either to ekOelv or to cVo/yaw? e^o), and therefore we do not 
know whether the Apostle now for the third time resolved to go 
to Corinth, or whether he was setting out on his third journey. 
To clear up this point we must go back to the beginning of the 
Epistle, where he also speaks of a visit to the Corinthians. 
} E/3ov\d/jL7jv, he says, i. 15, irpos uyaav eXdelv irporepov, 'Iva hevrepav 
XQpw e%??Te, etc * Wh en he says he wished to go irporepov , he 
must mean that he had already formed a distinct plan of travel, 
but wished to visit them before the occasion which it provided; 
and if the Corinthians were to have a Bevrepa %a/w, there must 
have been one already, with reference to which this one would 
be the second, and on which they might count in any case, even 
apart from a Bevrepa If the Apostle journeyed direct from 

Ephesus to Corinth, and from thence to Macedonia, the only way 
in which he could add a hevrepa %a/W was by taking Corinth 
again on his way back from Macedonia. He could not have done 
it if he went to Macedonia first, and from Macedonia to Corinth, 
since his route embraced only the three points, Ephesus, Corinth, 
Macedonia. Thus we reach the result that the irporepov ekOelv 
could only be the vpicov Bte\6ecv eU McuceZovtav. It was a 
Sevrepa xdpt 9 , since the eXOeiv airo Ma/ceSovias of which he speaks 
afterwards (though not as iraXtv airo Ma/ceBovlas, still as eXOecv 
airo Mafte&ovias) was already a part of the Apostle's plan, quite 
in accordance with 1 Cor. xvi. 5. He still adheres to the original 
plan of a journey by Macedonia to Corinth, only he intends, without 
giving that up, to come at once straight from Ephesus to Corinth 
and to go from there to Macedonia. Thus he had already resolved 
twice to go to Corinth, and had indeed arranged for two visits 
there (a Sevrepa without either of these plans and intentions 

having been carried out at the time of his writing to the Cor¬ 
inthians, and this is the very reason which induces him to speak 
of it. He wishes to remove the idea that it was owing to his 
fickleness and want of purpose that he did not perform what he 
undertook, and that his opponents could thus justly accuse him 
(as they doubtless did) of a want of sincerity and of interested 
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motives, which must go far to impair the confidence the Corinthians 
might be disposed to have in his discharge of the apostolic office. 
He protests against all those injurious inferences which might 
be drawn from his non-appearance. We do not learn from him 
here how often he had been in Corinth, or how many journeys 
this one would have made; he is not speaking of an actual 
journey, but only of an intended one of plans and travel. It is 
thought that precise information on this point is certainly given 
where he gives his reasons for not going to Corinth. v E/cptva Se 
e/jiavro) tovto , says the Apostle, 2 Cor. ii. 1, to fir} irdkiv ev rrj 
TTpos ifias ekOelv; and nothing seems more simple than to conclude 
that as the Apostle had already once been to Corinth ev \vi rr}, and 
this cannot have been the case at his first visit, he must have been 
twice at Corinth when he wrote our second Epistle. But where 
can we find an appropriate time to which we may assign this 
second journey ? If he had been in Corinth for the second time, 
for a reason which made his visit one ev \viry, before our Epistle 
was written, we should expect to find some allusion to the circum¬ 
stance in our first Epistle, where the fact of a prior letter having been 
written is not left unmentioned. For we must remember that the 
question is not merely whether the Apostle visited Corinth twice 
or three times altogether, but further, what was the nature of the 
second visit here alluded to. If he was in Corinth between the 
time of his first visit and the despatch of the first Epistle, it must 
have been ev \v7rr}, that is, under circumstances which obliged him 
to use some severity, and in fact to depart with the threat of taking 
still harsher measures against the Corinthians if they did not 
improve. But this theory makes the whole contents of our first 
Epistle to the Corinthians, and the tone in which the Apostle 
speaks of the whole condition of the Church and of its various 
failings, simply impossible. Of what nature can those irregu¬ 
larities have been, which had already taken place and had 
disturbed the good understanding between the Apostle and the 
Church ? We have no alternative but to suppose that they were 
irregularities of the same kind as those which he had to deal with 
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in such detail in our first Epistle. The detail and the earnestness 
of his discussion of the various failings and weaknesses of the 
Church in this Epistle, make it difficult to suppose that he had 
already been dissatisfied with the Corinthians for a reason not here 
mentioned. The subjects that he deals with in our first Epistle 
appear to have been just brought under his notice for his advice; 
indeed he says that this was the case. The circumstances and 
relations have just arisen; he is speaking of them to the Cor¬ 
inthians evidently for the first time. Of the parties into which 
the Church was divided, he had first heard through the household 
of Chloe (1 Cor. i. 11). He had only heard of the prevailing 
immorality, and the particular case which seemed to require a 
special intervention on his part, v. 1. The misunderstanding 
which he has to correct, v. 9, in regard to the /jurj crvvavapLLyvvadcu 
TropyoLs, an instruction which he had addressed to the Corinthians 
in a letter previous to our first Epistle, could scarcely have arisen 
if the subject had been treated of before by word of mouth. The 
questions relating to married life, which he discusses in detail in 
chap, vii., had been first raised in a letter from the Corinthians, vii. 1. 
And as we may clearly see from the whole of the Apostle’s discus¬ 
sion of the subject that there has been no mention of these things 
between him and the Corinthians before, so this is likewise obvious 
with regard to all the other subjects on which, in the rest of his 
Epistle, he either expresses his anger and disapprobation, or lays 
down rules and directions. Nowhere do we meet with the slightest 
indication that the Apostle had previously had cause to find fault 
with the Corinthians on these or similar subjects; that any differ¬ 
ences had arisen between him and them; that he had given any 
advice which had not been followed, or uttered any threats which 
had not been heeded. Still less can we imagine a journey of this 
kind to have taken place between our two Epistles. Our first 
Epistle gives no hint of such an interval in the time preceding it 
as would necessitate the supposition of a journey made by the 
Apostle, in addition to those we are already acquainted with; and 
the second Epistle follows so hard on the first, that nothing that 
VOL. I. v 
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took place between them, and is essential to the understanding of 
the second, can have escaped our knowledge. But it must be 
asked, is it so essential to make the words, 2 Cor. ii. 1 , ev Xviry 
and nroXiv refer so directly to each other, that we must think of a 
prior journey ev \viry, to be followed by a second one ev Xvirrj ? 
May we not suppose that the Apostle should properly have 
written e\6cov after 7 rakiv, but omitted it, including it in the 
following eXdecv'l ISTo great exactness of expression is expected 
in a letter, especially when the readers are familiar with the cir¬ 
cumstances treated of, and do not need to have it all explained to 
them. After what we have said, there appears to be no reason of 
much weight why we should not take the TpiTov tovto , 2 Cor. xii. 
14, thus:—“Twice already have I proposed to myself to come to 
you, but it was not possible to me to fulfil my intention, but now 
that my thrice-formed design is about to be realised, I will declare 
to you what attitude I shall assume towards you.” On a casual 
glance the passage xiii. 1, which begins with the words rplrov 
rovro ep^opbcu/fpos vpuas, would seem to silence all doubts on the 
subject of a third journey, but on a closer examination we find 
that it gives the information about this journey of which we are 
in quest. Why should we not construe those words to mean that 
the Apostle is now for the third time on the point of visiting them ? 
And if the passage where he speaks of his journey does not neces¬ 
sarily suggest a second journey already made, but merely an 
intention of making it, while the Epistle as a whole is meant to 
excuse the Apostle for having meant to visit Corinth and not 
having done so, does not all this show us at once what is to be 
attested by the word of two or three witnesses ? In their literal 
sense, these words are unintelligible; but it is not unnatural to 
suppose that the Apostle wishes to add strength to his statement 
and says :—“ If the principle of the Mosaic law be a sound one, 
that what is attested by two or three witnesses is true and stands 
before the law, then as I have now three times resolved to come 
to you, it will now be true, it is the case, that my resolution will 
soon be carried out/’ Those who have been able to accept my 
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exposition of the subject up to this point as not only possibly, but 
probably correct, will now be in a position to receive the last 
statement in the passage, the Apostle’s own assertion that he has 
only been once at Corinth before, and is now coming for the 
second time, as the authentic confirmation of the result to which 
the other evidence has pointed. Even in point of grammar, the 
words a)? irapcov to Sevrepov must be taken not of an actual presence 
but of one imagined (cf. 1 Cor. v. 3). The Apostle is so eager to 
exclude all room for doubt of his coming to Corinth immediately, 
and to create the impression that his word is now to be realised 
without fail, that though absent from them he seems to himself to 
be present with them; he is in Corinth for the second time, and 
tells them, as present with them for the second time, yet absent, 
what will infallibly take place. 

Let us then reject the idea of a journey which has nowhere any 
basis of evidence. When we have got rid of it, this whole episode 
will appear to us much clearer and simpler, more natural, and 
more a living part of history. 


CHAPTER III. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

It is not merely in the order of time that the Epistle to the 
Romans comes immediately after those to the Corinthians : there 
is also an inner progress from the latter to the former. Only from 
the standpoint of the Epistle to the Romans do we survey the rich 
treasures of the spiritual life of whioh the Apostle was the deposi¬ 
tary and the organ, and see how severe and well-reasoned is the 
system in which he develops his Christian principle, how large 
the world in which he moves, and the subjects that he deals 
with. We have already had occasion to remark the relation in 
which the Epistle to the Galatians and that to the Romans stand 
to each other, the one being the first sketch of a bold and profound 
system as conceived in its characteristic and essential features, the 
other the completed system, developed on all sides, and provided 
with all necessary argument and illustration. This character of 
the Epistle to the Romans as a systematic work, dealing with a 
massive body of thought, marks it off from the two Corinthian 
Epistles, which are distinguished rather for the variety of their 
contents, and their richness in suggestive and spiritual ideas, 
arising out of, and illuminating, various relations of life. But in the 
Epistle to the Romans, we mark also an advance in the Apostle's 
attitude towards that great opposing force, to resist and conquer 
which became more and more the task of his apostolic activity. 
His mission as Apostle to the Gentiles was not fulfilled till the 
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absolute importance which Judaism claimed, a claim in which 
Jewish Christianity sympathised with it, had been wrested from 
it, both in principle and in all the consequences involved, and 
Judaism shown to be of merely relative value. In the Epistle 
to the Galatians he had emancipated Christianity from Judaism 
to the extent of casting off the outward symbol of bondage, the 
rite of circumcision, which the latter sought to impose upon the 
former as the necessary condition of salvation. In the two 
Epistles to the Corinthians, he had asserted the principle that the 
call to, and the possession of, the Messianic salvation, were not 
conditioned by the authority of the Apostles, who had been called 
by Jesus himself: that he, the Gentile Apostle, was an Apostle 
quite as much, and to as good effect as they. In the Epistle to 
the Eomans his task is to remove the last remnants of Jewish 
particularism, by showing that it is but a stage, a stepping-stone 
to the universalism of Christianity, in which all nations should be 
embraced. Jewish Christianity, which still maintained the ab¬ 
solute importance of Judaism, had not been able to prevent the 
rise in Gentile Christianity of a religious realm which lived 
upon its own resources, and was free and independent of Judaism. 
But the idea that Jewish Christianity and Gentile Christianity 
were not only to exist side by side, that the latter was to assume 
an immense preponderance over the former—this idea was one 
which the religious consciousness of the Jewish Christians scarcely 
allowed them to take in. And this seemed likely to be the 
ultimate result of the apostolic activity among the Gentiles. As 
the universalism of Christianity, in which all nations were 
embraced without distinction, was realised in fact, the Messianic 
salvation appeared to go altogether to the Gentiles ; and the 
contrast between the Jews, who continued in their unbelief, and 
the Gentiles, who were more and more converted to the faith, 
seemed to point to no other conclusion than that the Jews were \ 
rejected and the Gentiles called. This is the Apostle's position in 
the Epistle to the Eomans; this is the theme which he works out y 
in that Epistle. To show this, however, we have to advance a view 
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of the occasion and the purpose of his writing the Epistle, which 
is radically different from the common one. 1 

The origin and aim of the Epistle are generally determined from 
the purely dogmatic point of view. Scholars have failed to inquire 
carefully into the historical occasion and the circumstances in the 
Roman Church on which the Epistle proceeds, and to make these 
the starting-point of their discussions ; as if the Apostle had had 
no other motive for writing than a desire to give a connected and 
comprehensive view of his whole scheme of doctrine, to furnish, 
as it were, a compendium of the Pauline dogmatics in the form 
of an Apostolic Epistle. With those who have given more pains 
to the proper understanding of the Epistle, the opinion has pre¬ 
vailed that there is no sufficient ground to believe that the Apostle 
intended his Epistle mainly to put an end to local disputes, such 
as Eichhorn 2 and Hug 3 suppose to have taken place between the 

1 I follow here my essay, fiber Zweck und Veranlassung des Romerbriefs, which 
appeared in the year 1836 in the Tiib. Zeitschrift fur Theologie, H. 3, p. 54. I 
adhere to the view there advocated, as I first conceived it, and still hold it, the 
more that I feel that those scholars who have noticed it have not estimated it 
thoroughly or impartially. Rtickert (Com. iiber den Br. P. au die R., second revised 
edition, 1839, ii. 366) spoke of devoting to it an examination in detail; but I 
have never heard of the appearance of such a work. Fritzsche (Pauli ad Rom. 
Ep. ii. 1839, p. 238) noticed it, at least on Romans ix., but very cursorily. Nor 
did Neander deal with the question thoroughly in his Planting and Training. 
Mere expressions of dissent, such as those of de Wette (Kurze Erkl. des Rom. B., 
third edition, 1841, p. 3, cf. Einleitung, p. 247), are of little value. If the 
Apostle’s indication of the occasion and purpose of his writing, i. 8-16, were as 
clear, and the line of thought—of which the theme is given i. 17, and the discus¬ 
sion occupies i. 18-viii. 39—as distinct, as de Wette asserts, there would not be 
room for much difference of opinion. But my essay shows that these passages 
prove nothing against my view. Thus an essay in which an original view is 
propounded and furnished with proof, is simply thrown aside. Some outside 
features are laid hold of and criticised, and that is all; the verdict is passed 
that the whole view is incorrect. But such a verdict can only be passed by such as 
take a superficial view and do not see the difficulties which lie deeper; and who can, 
without compunction, neglect the more important bearings of an Epistle altogether. 
(Thus the author in the first edition. For the second he subjected this whole 
chapter to a thorough revision, making use of his second essay, “ Uber Zweck und 
Gedankengang des Romerbriefs (Theol. Jahrb. xvi. 60-108, 184-209).— Editor,) 

2 Einl. in’s N. T. p. 214. 

3 Einl. in’s N. T. voL ii., second edition, p. 361. 
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Judseo- and the Gentile-Christians. But the character and arrange¬ 
ment of the first part of the teaching has been thought to unques¬ 
tionably indicate a general aim, which did not arise from the 
special circumstances of the Boman Church, and which was to point 
out the great importance of Christian doctrine, and to show how 
it alone meets the needs of human nature, which neither heathen¬ 
ism nor Judaism can satisfy. 1 De Wette and Olshausen agree with 
Tholuck in this view of the aim of the Epistle. De Wette’s 
position is, that the Apostle desired to exert what influence could 
be transmitted in writing, on this Church, which must have been 
so important in his eyes, and to set before it in a connected form 
the doctrine which was the distinguishing feature of his gospel, 
namely, that salvation was to be attained only through faith, and 
not through the works of the law. He wished to set forth the 
Christian faith before the eyes of the capital of the world, as the 
only way of salvation for the whole world, both Gentile and Jew; 
to represent the Christian revelation as the revelation for the 
whole world. The Epistle to the Bomans is the only epistle of 
the Apostle in which he sets himself to expound his doctrine con¬ 
nectedly, and in detail, while in the other epistles he is concerned 
with special circumstances, with doubts, errors, questions, that had 
come before him, and merely presupposes his doctrinal system. 
This doctrine of faith as the only way of salvation is here ex¬ 
pounded, not as opposed to the errors of Judaeo-Christianity, as in 
the Epistle to the Galatians, but as opposed to Judaism. He had 
less opposition to expect from the Gentile Christians ; what he had 
to contend with was the self-assertion of Judaism, which was much 
in favour at the time, and had sufficient influence to prejudice the 
Gentiles against Christianity. 2 Olshausen insists still more than De 
Wette that the representation of the nature of the Gospel in the 

1 Compare Tholuck in the first four editions of his Commentary. This expo¬ 
sition, with continuous extracts from the exegetical writings of Fathers and 
Reformers, first appeared in 1824, and marks an epoch in the history of the 
exposition of the Epistle. 

2 Kurze, Erklarung des Briefs au die Romer. Leipzig, 1841. Third edition 
Introduction, p. 2. 
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Epistle to the Eomans is a purely objective one, and has in view not 
the special question between Judseo and Gentile Christianity, which 
had arisen within the Church itself, but the larger question between 
Jew and Gentile. According to him the whole exposition is objec¬ 
tive in tone, and there is no more than a merely cursory reference 
to any minor point: the great object before the writer’s mind is the 
truth of the Gospel. But this truth found itself by its very nature 
in contradiction with all kinds of errors, and to this extent these do 
appear in the Epistle ; yet the Apostle’s wisdom as a teacher led 
him to begin with presenting such a view of the Gospel that the 
corrective of the errors which Christians must encounter was 
suggested spontaneously and at once. 1 There is no special aim 
whatever, but a desire to present the Gospel to the Boman 
Christians in its natural relation to the law, and in its practical 
consequences. The Judaeo-Christians are not attacked ; points of 
difference with them, such as are clearly referred to in the Epistle 
to the Galatians, are not taken up here. 2 Multitudinous as the 
recent commentaries on the Eomans are, we find in none of them 
any account of the object of the Epistle further than this general 
one, which is necessarily blind to the special circumstances of the 
case. Differences of expression do occur; one writer, for example, 
says that “ the main object of the Epistle was to confirm the Eoman 
Christians in their new faith, and to exhort and encourage them 
to work out the Christian ideal on all its sides, by contemplating 
the necessity and grandeur of the scheme of salvation revealed 
in the Gospel, its harmony with the divine character and with 
the earlier revelations, and also the sad results of heathen super¬ 
stition, and of the abuse of the law through sin, in contrast with 
the ideal life in the Spirit of the true Christian.” 3 Some have 

1 This is the extreme point of the purely dogmatic view. De Wette allows 
the contention against Judaism, but here no direct antithetical reference whatever 
is allowed. 

2 Der Brief des Ap. P. au die Homer. Ktfnigsberg, 1835, p. 50, 44. 

3 Thus Reich, Versuch einer ausflihrlichen Erklarung des Briefs P. au die R. 
Gottingen, 1833, p. 73. Compare Kollner, Comm, zu dem Br. des Ap. P. au die 
R. Darmstadt, 1834, p. xliv. Glockler, der Br. des Paulus au die R. Frank¬ 
fort a. M., 1834, p. xxii. Fritzsche, Pauli ad Rom. epist. Hal. Sax., 1836, i. p. xxx. 
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felt that some concessions were due to the opinion advanced by 
me in a contrary direction, or at least that it ought to be mentioned, 
yet in these cases the dogmatic point of view is not in the least 
departed from. On the contrary, the greater pains are taken to 
smoothe down and gloze over all the points and corners, which one 
might suppose to afford some clew to the Epistle's connection with 
the concrete circumstances in which it originated. The dogmatic 
view is not to yield one step to the historical, lest the position of 
an Epistle such as that to the Eomans should be impaired, and the 
Lutheran forensic process of justification, which it is of such 
moment to maintain in its integrity, suffer from the shaking of 
its great buttress. 1 

Whether this theory is intrinsically probable, or whether the 
Epistle does not, with all its seeming want of any distinct indica¬ 
tion of its historical occasion, yet afford some data which may be 
sufficient to shed some light on it in this respect, this is the ques¬ 
tion to which we have first of all to address ourselves. 

The analogy of those Epistles with which alone the Epistle to 
the Eomans can be properly compared, does not favour the 
common view. The Epistle to the Galatians and those to the 
Corinthians, the only ones which we are at liberty to regard as 
types of what Pauline Epistles are, give us a very different notion 
of how the Apostle came to write an Epistle. What led him to 

1 In this sense hear Philippi, the chief representative of the stiffly orthodox 
dogmatic view of the Epistle, in his Commentary, second edition, p. 14 :—“ We 
can conceive no other opposition to the Pauline universalism hut that which we 
know to have been conducted by the Judseo-Christian false teachers and sects. 
This is the only opposition with which the Apostle contends in the Epistle to 
the Romans ; he contends with the Jewish righteousness by works, not against 
the exclusion of the heathen world from Christianity ; and against the Jewish 
righteousness by works, not that of the Judseo-Christian portion of the Roman 
Church. Had the Jewish Christians of Rome been guilty of this tendency, he 
would have attacked them on that ground, as he attacked the false teachers of 
Galatia, and rebuked the Galatian Churches ; and no considerations, of whatever 
kind, would have induced the Apostle of the Gentiles to pass lightly over this 
tendency, one which gnawed at the very root of the Gospel.” But this would 
still be true if the Roman Church had been addicted not to the errors of Galatia 
but to the Jewish particularism which I have described. 
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write these ones were special circumstances and needs. Nor was 
it that he used these as a peg on which to hang a doctrinal treatise 
which he had in his mind already; it is the imperious pressure of 
circumstances which calls and forces him to write, at the risk of 
seeing his work destroyed. We cannot but suppose that there was 
something of this sort in the case of the Epistle to the Eomans; 
and here we must wonder at the bias which commentators have 
displayed in estimating the relation of the two great sections of 
the Epistle, chaps, i.-viii. and ix.-xi., to each other. If we set out 
with supposing that the main drift of the Epistle and the Apostle’s 
aim in writing it are to be discovered in the dogmatic part with 
which he begins it, that the order of thought, that is to say, in 
which the Epistle originated in his mind, has been exactly re¬ 
produced in its outward form, that is just placing ourselves from 
the very beginning at the dogmatic point of view for the interpre¬ 
tation of the Epistle. It is thought that the dogmatic contents, 
as presented to us in the first eight chapters, must have been what 
the Apostle started from; this was the germ from which the whole 
system of the Epistle was developed. Everything else, and par¬ 
ticularly what we find in the chajptersJ^-xi.. is secondary and 
subordinate to that, the main part of the Epistle, and was added to 
it after the true theme had been fully discussed, as an inference 
resulting from it, and a practical application. Thus the Epistle 
would be a complete whole even without this second part, its main 
idea being already fully worked out, and the end attained which 
the Apostle designed it to further. By some commentators, 
specially Tholuck, p. 341, and De Wette, p. 4, this section is ex¬ 
pressly called a historical corollary, an append ix in which the 
Apostle sought to show the consequences which naturally arose 
from the doctrine he had already propounded, namely, the exclusion 
of the unbelieving Jews from the Christian salvation; and this 
idea may have suggested itself to him at this point, when his 
discussion was completed and he cast his eye over it again. This 
is the ordinary view of the relation of the two parts of the Epistle 
to each other, and the question may well be asked whether the 
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very reverse of this relation may not be more correct, and whether 
this view of the Epistle would not give ns a much more satisfactory 
account both of the aim and drift of the work, and of the historical 
relations out of which it arose. On this view we should find in 
these three chapters the germ and centre of the whole, from which 
the other parts sprang; and we should take our stand on these 
three chapters in order to enter into the Apostle’s original concep¬ 
tion, from which the whole organism of the Epistle was developed, as 
we have it especially in the first eight chapters. For this purpose 
we have first to examine the contents of the^three chapters,ix.-xi. 

In these chapters the Apostle finds an answer to the question, 
how it has come to pass that so great a part of the Jewish people, 
the people chosen by God of old and the object of all the divine 
promises, did not participate in the Messianic salvation, how it 
was that the Gentiles occupied the place which should have been 
filled by God’s own people ? The Apostle’s answer to this question 
consists in the following propositions :—1. In these things the 
important point is not natural descent, but spiritual sonship of God 
and election by his free grace. As not all who are born Jews 
belong to the true people of God, so God calls his people from 
among the Gentiles as well; for the extending of salvation is a 
free gift of divine grace, and thus the way to obtain the salvation 
that is in Christ is not that vofxo ? Saccuoavvris which the Jews 
followed after, but the hucacoavv'r] ere 7riaTeco$ which is as open to 
the Gentiles as to the Jews (chap, ix.) 2. In respect of the vo/aos 
huccuoavvri<z which God has set up, which is SifccuoorvvT] e/c iriGTea)?, 
the Jews cannot claim the divine salvation as a right, and it is 
their own fault that they do not participate in it. For salvation 
can only come through faith in the preaching of the Gospel, in 
which respect there is no difference between Jew and Gentile 
(x. 12), but the Jews have not all listened to the Gospel nor 
believed it (chap, x.) 3. In spite of all this the promises made 

by God to the Jewish nation are not absolutely unfulfilled, and 
God has not absolutely cast away his people. Not only is there 
already a remnant by the election of grace ( Xelfifia /car €fc\oyr)v 
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'Xapnos, xi. 5) in those who do believe, but more, the hardness and 
blindness in which so many Israelites still remain with respect to 
the Gospel is to be regarded as a merely temporary thing, and God 
does not repent his calling; all Israel will still be saved some time. 
The rejection of a part of the Israelites, or their present unbelief 
of the Gospel, serves only to exalt the divine grace. The place of 
the unbelieving Jews has in the meantime been occupied by the 
believing Gentiles ; their TrapaTTrco/ia is rj acoTrjpla tois eOveaiv, 
their TrapdirrcopLa is ttXovto 9 tcocrpLov , their rjTTTjpLa, ttKovtos eOvcov 
(xi. 11, 12). Divine grace is glorified with regard to the whole, 
as it becomes more manifest how it is part of God's plan to admit 
the Gentiles to his grace (jrcopcoo-Ls diro pLepovs tw ; IorparjX, yeyovev, 
dyjp £9 ov to nfkrjpoopLa t cov e 0 vcov elcreXOr), ver. 25). Thus what 
is loss on the one side is on the other gain. On this view, more¬ 
over, it is still open to hope that though now departed from God 
the Jews will yet be saved. For if the Jews are jealous of the 
grace of God which the Gentiles have obtained, this jealousy must 
provoke them to seek that grace themselves (xi. 11, 14). 

When we look at this whole section and the points of the 
argument as we have stated them, and reflect that the subject of 
which it treats is both the relation of Judaism and heathenism to 
each other, and the relation of both to Christianity, and when we 
further consider the force and earnestness which the Apostle ex¬ 
pends upon the subject, as is very manifest even in the touching 
words with which he takes up the question ( . . . Xvtttj pbol ean 
pLeyd\r)y /cal dSidXenrros obvvrj rrj tcapSla piov 7]v^opLr}v yap auT 09 



avyyevcov piov Kara crdp/ca ;), it certainly appears that he cannot 
have devoted so large a part of his Epistle to answering this 
question without some special outward reason prompting him to 
do so, such as may have arisen out of the circumstances of the 
Church at Eome. And what can this occasion have been ? We 
cannot but think that it must have been what was opposed to the 
Apostle's great idea in this section, the objection that was raised 
to the participation of the Gentiles in the grace of the Gospel, or 


Chap. III.] 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 


317 


against the Pauline universalism considered in the results to which 
it led. It must have been the great religious difficulty which had 
such deep root in the consciousness of both Jews and Judaeo- 
Christians, that as long as Israel did not enter upon this grace as 
a nation, as God’s chosen people, the admission of the Gentiles to 
it was an encroachment on their rights, a positive injustice to them, 
and a falsification of the promises which God had made to the 
Jews, his own people. The leading idea of the whole discussion, 
the object in which both sides alike are interested, is the theocratic 
privacy of the Jewish nation, the absolute superiority which they 
claimed to possess above all other nations, and which they saw 
passing away from them irrevocably under the influence of the 
Pauline universalism. In order to grasp the significance of this 
question, we must make clear to ourselves the stage which Paulinism 
had now reached in the development of its anti-Judaistic contest, 
and how different the position is which the Apostle occupies here 
from that which he occupied when he composed his Epistles to the 
Galatians and Corinthians. We have here no longer the earliest 
conflict where no compromise seemed possible, where the opposi¬ 
tion offered by Judaism was put forward in its most material and 
repulsive form, in an absolute demand of circumcision. Nor have 
we the personal question of the Corinthian Epistles, where the 
Apostle had to defend himself against attacks on his apostolic 
authority. In the Epistle to the Romans all this is past and 
settled, and the question appears in a totally different form. In fact 
the Apostle writes here in a different tone; he is no longer con¬ 
tending with opponents whose hostility excites him to bitter attacks 
on them; he turns to his readers with confidence, to speak to them 
of a question which he knows that they regard as he does, as a 
very serious matter, closely pertaining to salvation, and not to be 
thought of without deep concern. He knows that in them he is 
addressing a Church which is more likely than others to understand 
him and agree with him. Every subordinate, special, personal 
question being left out of view, the ultimate and by far the most 
important problem was simply, What is Judaism? What ad van- 



318 


LIFE AND WOIiK OF FAUL. 


[Part II. 


tage does it possess, if the distinction between heathenism and 
Judaism be completely removed in the universalism of Pauline 
Christianity ? As things then were, this must have been a matter 
of most serious consideration for the more liberal class of Judaists. 
We have to remember that this is the last of the apostolic epistles, 
and was written at a time when the Apostle was just about to take 
a step which could not fail to have momentous consequences, by 
travelling to Jerusalem. The time called for a decision. The 
Apostle had resolved to bring the controversy between Judaism 
and Paulinism to a point, and to make a bold cast for reconciliation 
and unity by being personally present at Jerusalem, where Judaism 
had its headquarters. At such a time, and with such plans working 
in his head, he felt himself impelled to lay his views before the 
Church at Pome, not merely as the most considerable church of 
the western world, but as that one in which he thought he would 
find most appreciation for his views, and most readiness to attend 
to discussions such as the position of affairs suggested. After the 
many years of the Apostle’s ministry, great numbers of Gentiles 
had embraced the Christian faith, while the number of Jews who 
were converted formed a very trifling proportion to the nation as a 
whole; and thus the very condition on which the Messianic faith 
of the Jewish Christians was based, namely, that the fulfilment of 
the old promises made to their nation had come about in Jesus, 
appeared not to have been fulfilled. How could he be the Messiah 
of the nation if the nation did not believe in him, nor seem at all 
likely to do so, -and if the respective proportions of Gentile and 
Jewish Christianity made it clear that what the Messiah was to 
bring had gone far more to the Gentiles than to the Jews ? Let it 
not be forgotten that though they did not desire the exclusion of 
the Gentiles from the Messianic fellowship, the Jewish Christians 
could never consent to abandon the primacy which as Jews they 
possessed over the Gentiles. Either, then, this glaring disproportion 
which so conflicted with the old promises must lead them to 
renounce their faith in Jesus as the Messiah altogether, or they 
must have serious scruples as to the mode in which the Gentiles 
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had been called to Christianity. What had swollen the numbers 
of the converts from heathenism to such an extent that all the 
advantages of the Messianic community appeared to accrue to the 
Gentiles at the Jew’s expense, but the easy terms of admission to 
that community which had followed the Apostle’s declaration of 
the abolition of the law ? Though circumcision was no longer 
demanded, there should not have been such a complete dispensation 
from all the requirements of the law as the Apostle’s doctrine of 
faith involved. The more liberal-minded Jewish Christians would 
argue in this way, who had given up many of the prejudices of 
Judaism to which others still clung, but could not get over the 
formidable difficulty which arose from the collision of that con¬ 
ception of the world, which was based on the old national promises, 
with the actual state of the world as it then appeared. And the 
liberal and conciliatory attitude of the Jewish Christians, so 
different from that of their party generally, made it the more 
incumbent on the Apostle to do something to meet their diffi¬ 
culties, which certainly struck at the very root of the relation 
between Judaism and Christianity, and had the closest bearing on 
his conception of the latter. 

The view that the great point on which the controversy between 
Judaism and Paulinism turned, was the claim of primacy with 
which the Jewish Christians, as born Jews, confronted the Gentiles 
and Gentile Christians; and that this was the great stumbling- 
stone which lay between even the best of them and any friendly 
approach to Paulinism, this view is not without direct evidence. 
It is confirmed by curious phen omenon in the Acts, which is 
closely connected with the peculiar Paulino-apostolic tendency of 
that work. How is it that in its apologetic narrative of the 
Apostle Paul’s labours, it is always careful to remark that the 
Apostle preached the Gospel to the Jews first, and only after the 
Jews had rejected him and his Gospel, as they everywhere did, 
turned to the Gentiles ? It is certainly very striking to observe 
the consistency with which the Acts give the Jews the priority, 
and makes the Apostle’s practice conform to the maxim put in 
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his mouth, xiii. 46, where he says to the Jews, vp!Lv rjv avajKalov 
irpanov \a\rjdrjvcu tov \oyov rov 6 eov‘ enretBr) Be airwOelaOe clvtov, 
kcu ovk a%lov<; Kplvere iavrov<; tt}? alcovcov fa>779, iBov arpesfyopieOa 
els: ra edvirj. Even in Damascus the Apostle at once appears in 
the synagogues after his conversion, and seeks with all his might 
to convince the Jews of Damascus that Jesus is the Messiah ; the 
consequence is, however, that he is obliged to escape from Damascus 
in order to avoid the machinations of the Jews (Acts ix. 20, sq.) 
How this is to be harmonised with the Apostle’s own statement, 
2 Cor. xi. 32, that he fled from the persecution of the ethnarch of 
king Aretas, we need not inquire; but it will scarcely be altogether 
fortuitous that the author of the Acts names the Jews as the 
party whom the Apostle had to fear. That on his first visit to 
Jerusalem after his conversion, the Apostle spent his time there 
in public preaching, is inconsistent both with his own assertion 
that he went to Jerusalem for a totally different purpose, and with 
the short duration of his stay there (Gal. i. 18). But the Acts 
represents him as preaching the Gospel with all boldness, and 
especially holding disputations with the Hellenists. The Jews, 
however, laid plots against him here too, and this was the reason 
of his removing to Tarsus (Acts ix. 28). In another passage'of 
the Acts (xxii. 18), in the speech which the Apostle delivers to 
the Jews just before his arrest, we are told of an ecstatic vision 
which he had in the temple on the occasion of that visit to Jeru¬ 
salem, in which Jesus appeared to him and commanded him to 
leave Jerusalem at once, because the Jews there would not receive 
his, their former persecutor’s, testimony for Jesus. On this account 
Jesus says he is sent far off to the Gentiles. At that time then, 
according to the Acts, he did not regard himself as an Apostle to 
the Gentiles. When he made his first missionary journey some 
time afterwards, he everywhere visited the synagogues of the Jews 
first (xiii. 5, 14, xiv. 1), and though he met Gentile proselytes 
there, his discourses were addressed exclusively to the Jews 
(xiii. 15-41), and he did not go to the Gentiles till something 
happened which determined him to do so. This dutiful regard 
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for the Jews appears most strikingly in xiii. 42-52. In the syna¬ 
gogue of Antioch in Pisidia, Paul and Barnabas had preached the 
Gospel with good effect to the Jews and proselytes. When 
the Jews saw the whole people crowding to the Apostles, they 
raised an opposition to them. The Apostles then boldly declared 
that it was necessary that the Word of God should be preached 
first to the Jews; but seeing they put it from them and judged 
themselves unworthy of eternal life, they now turned to the 
Gentiles. When the Gentiles heard this, it is said they were 
glad, and glorified the Word of the Lord, and those who were 
ordained to eternal life believed. We must conclude from this 
passage that if the Jews had not taken up a position of hostility 
to the Apostles, the Gentiles would not have received the Gospel, 
eagerly as they were looking for it (48), and Paul would have 
remained an Apostle of the Jews (the fact that there were pros¬ 
elytes from heathenism in the Jewish synagogues would not have 
made him an Apostle of the Gentiles, the opposition of edvrj to 
7 T po(TT\KvTOL shows us this : compare vv. 46 and 47 with 43). Now 
is it credible that the Apostle’s airoaToNr] eU tcl edvr) originated in 
a fortuitous occurrence like this, that this was needed in order that 
the Gospel should reach the many Gentiles who were prepared to 
receive it ? Yet this scene repeats itself again and again, as in the 
section immediately following this one. The Gospel was preached 
to the Gentiles in Lystra of Lycaonia, but only because the 
Apostles had been expelled from Iconium by the unbelieving 
Jews, chap. xiv. This strikes us even more in xviii. 1, sq. } where 
we are told of the foundation of the Church at Corinth. The 
Apostle first attached himself to the Jew Aquila, who, with his 
wife Priscilla, had just come to Corinth from Italy, and spoke in 
the synagogue every Sabbath, so as to convert both Jews and 
^Greeks. But when the Apostle’s companions, Silas and Timothy, 
who had remained behind in Macedonia, arrived, he began to insist 
upon the evidence that Jesus was the Messiah. As the Jews 
opposed themselves and blasphemed, he shook the dust off his 
raiment (cf. xiii. 51), and said to them, “ Your blood be upon your 
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own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles,” 
and with these words he took up the other side, and entered into 
the house of a certain Justus who worshipped God, and whose house 
adjoined the synagogue. Here, as well as in the former passage, it 
is obviously the opposition of the Jews that gives the signal for 
the bold resolution to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles. Though 
Gentiles had been converted previously, as well as Jews (ver. 4), yet 
this was done in the synagogue, and in such cases the Jewish 
synagogue did not cease to be the road through which the Gentiles 
approached the Gospel. It was felt that some warrant must be 
found in external circumstances for discarding this troublesome 
restriction, and so Paul becomes pressed in spirit after the arrival 
of Silas and Timothy in Corinth, and devotes himself to the 
preaching of the Gospel with redoubled energy, for no apparent 
end but to excite that opposition which would make it permissible 
to disregard the Jews altogether and carry the Gospel directly to 
the Gentiles. What good purpose could be served by such a mode 
of action ? It could have no effect, of course, on the unbelieving 
Jews, and as for the Jews who believed, it might very easily, 
especially if the preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles was 
offensive to them, cause them to fall away again from the faith 
altogether. And if there was no fear of this, why wait for an 
occasion to be given by the unbelieving Jews ? Surely the view 
of his airoo-ToXr] eU ra edvr), which this would imply, is not worthy 
of the Apostle. Either he was convinced that it was according to 
God's will that he should preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, or 
not. If he had this conviction, he could never leave the question, 
whether he should enter on his apostleship to the Gentiles or not, 
to be decided by the accident of certain Jews raising opposition 
and strife against him. Even if no act of open hostility occurred, 
there could be no doubt that the great majority of Jews regarded 
the Gospel with the utmost aversion. If he had not this convic¬ 
tion, no chance occurrence could have formed it for him. And 
when we consider how firmly the Apostle held his principles, and 
his thorough-going decision in applying them, how can we ever 
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imagine that in the most important question of his apostolic career he 
could content himself with such half measures as this ? The author 
of the Acts must have thought this a somewhat important point 
for the end he has in view, as he comes back to it again and again. 
The procedure of Corinth is repeated at Ephesus, where the Apostle 
went after leaving Corinth, and made a considerable stay, xix. 8, sq. 
He visited the synagogue and spoke boldly, in order to convert 
men to the kingdom of God. But when some (or perhaps rcvh 
means more definitely certain persons, namely, Jews, their mode 
of action being now so well known that it is not necessary to 
specify them by name) were hardened, and would not believe, but 
spoke evil of the movement before the multitude, he departed from 
them and separated his disciples, and spoke daily in the school of 
one Tyrannus, for two years, with such success that all the inhabi¬ 
tants of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the doctrine of the 
Lord. In this case also we find a cr/cXrjpvveaOat kcll aireideiv , a 
KaKoXoyelv rrjv oBov, even evdnnov rov TfKridovs, before the public, 
as if to certify to all men and provide incontrovertible evidence 
against the Jews : all this takes place before the Apostle enters 
upon his full apostolic activity and begins to work as an Apostle 
of the Gentiles. This scene repeats itself once more at the close 
of the Acts. This time it is in Borne, a circumstance which makes 
the line of action so steadily attributed to the Apostle of more 
moment for our present purpose. When the Apostle arrived at 
Borne, xxviii. 17, the first thing he did was to summon the chief 
men of the Jews, in order to put himself right with them as to the 
cause of his imprisonment. The reason of his becoming a prisoner 
in the hands of the Bomans at Jerusalem was not, he says, that he 
had committed any offence against his people or the customs of their 
fathers. The reason of his imprisonment was the hope of Israel 
(i.e. th£ belief in a Messiah, which he held in common with all his 
fellow-countrymen). The Jews assure him that they have heard 
nothing against him from Judea, and express a wish to hear his 
opinion of this sect (Christianity) which, they knew, was every¬ 
where spoken against. On an appointed day they came to his 
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lodging; and the Apostle sought to persuade them concerning 
Jesus out of the law of Moses and the prophets, in a discourse 
which lasted from morning to evening. Some believed his words, 
and some did not believe. As they were leaving him in this divided 
state of opinion, the Apostle addressed to them this one word :— 
“ Well spake the Holy Ghost by the prophet Esaias to our fathers, 
saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and 
not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive : for the 
heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, and I should heal them. Be it known 
therefore unto you/ 3 the Apostle concludes, “ that the salvation of 
God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that t^eyjwill^hear it.” The 
practical point to be led up to by this whole conference with the 
Jews at Borne is evidently this last declaration. The step which the 
Apostle was about to take in preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles 
was to be justified by the opposition of the Jews which had preceded 
it. But there is an obvious want of logic in the sequence of the 
story; the opposition of the Jews is not even represented as con¬ 
sisting in obstinate unbelief, it is merely that they were not yet 
convinced by the arguments they had heard, and is obviously a 
mere pretext to give some colour of justice to a step which seemed 
to be unjustifiable without it. And this representation of what 
took place is manifestly irreconcilable with what we learn from the 
Epistle to the Romans of the state of the Roman Church. 

One of the great merits of Olshausen’s Commentary on this Epistle 
is that it draws attention to the great difficulty which this passage 
of the Acts presents when regarded in the light of the Epistle. 
Olshausen very properly remarks that this has not been sufficiently 
considered in discussing the aim of the Epistle. “If,” he says, 1 
“ we adopt the common view of the condition of the Church of 
Rome at the time when the Epistle was written, then Paul’s experi¬ 
ence in the capital is quite unintelligible. The Roman Church is 
1 Op. cit., Introd. p. 45. 
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held to have been divided into the two parties of Gentile and 
Jewish Christians. The stricter Jewish Christians are said to have 
wished to keep up the outward observance of the Mosaic law, with 
its circumcision, its Sabbath, etc. The Gentile Christians, on the 
contrary, had asserted their freedom from all this. If this was the 
case, must we not assume that the Eoman Jewish Christians 
remained attached to the Eoman synagogue ? The Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem frequented the Temple and did not 
renounce the Jewish religion, and neither would the Jewish 
Christians of Eome separate themselves from the synagogue. But 
is not this supposition completely disproved by the story of the 
Acts, xxviii. 17, sq., where the chiefs of the synagogue are entirely 
ignorant of Christianity ? They could have no reason for con¬ 
cealing their knowledge of it if they did know of it, and the only 
conclusion left is that the heads of the Jews actually knew nothing 
about the Christians in Eome. Paul’s speech, xxviii. 17-20, is 
evidently given in a condensed form; he had doubtless spoken of 
his faith in Christ, and the e\7 rh rov ’laparfk refers to this. The 
Jews reply: 7 repo rrjs aipeaecos TavTrjs yvcocrrov ecrnv rjfuv ore 
iravra^ov avriXeyerat. Could people speak in this way of a sect 
which they saw before them, and of the struggles and divisions of 
which they themselves were witnesses ? It will be hard to make 
this seem probable. And then the interview with Paul, xxviii. 
23, sq., when he expounds the Scriptures to them the whole day 
long, in order to convince them of the Messiahship of Jesus, and 
the division which arose among the Jews in consequence. On the 
ordinary theory this must have been the merest juggle; the Jews 
must have known of Jesus and decided against him long before. 
Only in towns where no churches existed do we find the Jews so 
open to conviction as they appear here ; where a Church had been 
formed and they had become acquainted with the Gospel, they would 
listen to no Christian preaching. But there must have been a 
Church at Eome, and we have to seek for some explanation of this 
curious attitude which the Jews assumed towards it.” 

The question is boldly and distinctly put, and we look for the 
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solution with great interest. The only possible explanation of the 
phenomenon is said to be this :—“ We must assume that the per¬ 
secution of the Jews under Claudius led the Christians to insist 
strongly on their difference from the Jews, which was probably 
owing to the influence exerted on the Roman Church by men of 
Pauline views. Paul wrote the Epistle to the Romans four or five 
years after that persecution, in the beginning of the reign of Nero. 
It is not probable that many Jews had ventured at this date to 
return to Rome ; those who did return must have kept themselves 
quiet, and the Christian Church would naturally wish to have as 
little as possible to do with them. Even three years later, when 
Paul appeared at Rome himself, the Jewish colony was probably 
still weak, and consisted not of its former members, hut of new 
arrivals, who were not aware of the existence of the Christian 
Church. It may thus have come about in these eight or ten years 
that the Christian Church was entirely separate from the Jewish 
colony : and this is the state of matters in the narrative at the end 
of the Acts.” But if this be the only possible solution of the problem, 
how can we fail to see that it is strikingly contradicted by the Epistle 
to the Romans itself ? What do we find here ? A Church which 
had for some time attracted th e Apostle 's attention to such a degree 
(i. 13, xv. 22) as to make him anxious to visit Rome; a Church, the 
state of which interested him so much that he addressed to it this 
lengthy and important Epistle; a Church of which he goes so far as 
to say that their faith was spoken of throughout the whole world 
( ev^apLcrrco rep Qeco fiov . . . on rj v/jlwv KaTayyeWercu ev 

o\(p tco /cdajJLO), Rom. i. 8, cf. xvi. 19 : rj <ydp v/jlcjv vircucor) eh 
Trdvras d(pL/cerd). And such a Church was so completely unknown, 
even to the Jews of Rome, who must surely have been led by every 
natural consideration to inquire about a Christian Church consisting 
in great part of their own countrymen, and contained in the same city 
with themselves, that they could speak of Christianity as the Acts 
reports, as a thing about which they had still to learn, with which they 
had not yet come in contact, which was known to them only by hear¬ 
say ? Can we not meet this assertion with the same question which 
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Olshausen uses to confute the ordinary view :—“ Could people speak 
in this way of a sect which they saw before them, and of the struggles 
and divisions of which they themselves were witnesses ? It will 
be hard to make this seem probable.” It will be as hard to make 
it seem probable that the Jews in Eome were the only people who 
did not see what every one in possession of his senses must have 
seen, since it lay open to the eyes of the whole world and must have 
been a matter of notoriety. Only two years later (according to the 
ordinary assumption) there occurred the great Heponian conflagra¬ 
tion, and the persecution of the Christians consequent on it. How 
well known the Christians of Eome were at that time is attested not 
only by the event itself, but by the express statement of the his¬ 
torian :—Hero subdidit reos, et quaesitissimis paenis affecit, quos per 
flagitia invisos, vulgus Christianos appellabat(Tacitus, Annals, 
xv. 44.) How then is it possible that two years earlier, Christianity 
could be so unknown in Eome as we must assume it to have been 
according to the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles, or how is it 
possible to suppose that the Jews alone were ignorant of what every 
one else in Eome was acquainted with? As for the Jewish 
persecution under the Emperor Claudius, on which Olshausen relies 
for his statement, the importance so often attached to it is not 
entirely warranted. That it included not only Jews, but Christians 
also, we must of course assume, as at that time no distinction could 
be made between Jews and Christians, and the nearer the existing 
Christian Church in Eome was then to the time of its origin, the 
more would it consist of Jewish-Christian members. There is no 
doubt that by the “ impulsor Chrestus,” who, according to Suetonius 
in the life of Claudius (chapter xxv.), was the cause of the incessant 
tumults of the Jews, we must understand nothing else than the 
Christianity which was then becoming known in Eome, which was 
received with acceptance by a part of the Jews residing there, and 
which thus gave occasion to the disturbances and disputes which 
had arisen within the Jewish population of Eome. It would then 
be all the more natural that the two contending parties, the Jews 
and the Christians, should both be expelled from the city; and we 
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find that Aquila and Priscilla, who met with the Apostle Paul in 
Corinth, in consequence of this banishment, were by no means 
entirely unacquainted with the Christian faith. (Acts xviii. 2, sq .) 
But however this may be, the prohibition of the Emperor Claudius 
can only have been of short duration, and cannot have been attended 
by any important results. Such prohibitions were never very strictly 
observed in Pome, especially when a change in the government 
occurred soon after their issue. What Tacitus says of the mathe¬ 
maticians, who were so often expelled not merely from Borne but 
from Italy, that this “ genus hominum in civitate nostra et vetabitur 
semper et retinebitur,” 1 allows us to infer that the Jews were not 
very severely dealt with, the mild treatment they received being 
also observable in the fact that both Suetonius and the author 
of the Acts of the Apostles agree in stating that they were only 
banished from the city of Borne, and not from Italy. How easy 
must it have been for them to return from the neighbourhood 
into the city itself, where they always had powerful patrons and 
protectors, and at that very time had such in Hero and Poppaea. 2 
Though some individuals, like Aquila and Priscilla, withdrew 
to a greater distance than the prohibition required, and went 
not only out of Borne but out of Italy, yet their absence from 

1 History, i. 22. Under the reign of the Emperor Claudius, Tacitus speaks of 
a “ de Mathematicis Italia pellendis factum Senatus Consultum,” which is often 
compared with this prohibition against the Jews as being “ atrox et irritum.” 

2 Compare on this the Programme of Professor C. Cless. Quaeritur de Coloniis 
Judaeorum in ^Egyptum terrasque cum iEgypto conjunctas post Mosem deductis. 
Part I. Stuttgart, 1832, page 32, sq., where it is shown that many Jews lived at 
the courts of princes as slaves and freedmen, and in high offices. “Ita in Caesarum 
aedibus Acmen quandam, genere JudaBam, Liviae servisse, Thallum, Samaritanum, 
Tiberii libertum fuisse scimus ; Poppaeam, Neronis, qui et ipse Judasum quendam 
mimum in deliciis habuit uxorem Judaeis sacris deditam, gentisque Judaeae fautricem 
hujus mimi vel famulae Judaeae impulsu mentem huncin modum flexisse, veri non 
est dissimile.” Cless here follows Josephus, Antiq. xvii. 5, 7, xviii. 6, 4, xx. 8-11 
(where Poppaea is designated as a proselyte to Judaism by the expression 
Josephus relates in his Life, chapter iii., that he had become acquainted with the 
Empress Poppaea through a Jewish fjujio\6yos, who was in great favour with the 
Emperor Nero, and that through her he speedily obtained the release of the Jewish 
priests who had been sent to Rome by the Procurator Felix, and that she had even 
made him rich presents before he returned home. 
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Eome at a later date does not warrant us to conclude that this 
prohibition was still maintained in its full stringency. It may 
well be imagined that the more intimately Aquila and Priscilla 
became connected with the Apostle Paul, the less desirous 
would they be to return again to a Church in which without doubt 
an anti-Pauline tendency had early begun to develop itself. And 
finally, how distinctly does the undeniable existence of a Eoman 
Church, not only at the time of the composition of the Epistle to 
the Eomans, but (as we cannot but suppose) for a series of years 
before, speak for the fact that the residence of Jews in the city of 
Eome was no longer attended with any difficulty at that time. It 
is therefore opposed to all historic probability, that in consequence 
of an interdict issued under Claudius (which does not in any way 
warrant us to speak of Jewish persecutions under Claudius, such 
as Olshausen supposes) the number of Jews in Eome was very 
small, even at the time when Paul came there, and that that 
interdict had led to such a separation of the Christian Church from 
the Jewish population, that the Jews and the Christians in Eome 
were in fact quite unknown to each other. If the enigmatical 
phenomenon presented in the account in the Acts of the Apostles 
cannot be explained in this way, another way must be tried. If 
it be simply impossible that such relations existed in Eome 
at that time, then this representation of the matter can only be 
explained by a special^design on the part of the author. What 
this design was we can have little doubt after what has been said 
above. The author of the Acts of the Apostles represents the 
Apostle Paul as working with great success in the cause of Chris¬ 
tianity, even during his Eoman imprisonment (xxviii. 30, 31). 
Now, if he preached Christianity to the Gentiles in Eome, he must 
have done so as an Apostle to the Gentiles. But it seemed neces¬ 
sary for him to gain a right to do this, by means of an act in which 
the unbelief of the Jews and their rejection of the Gospel were 
strikingly declared. Accordingly we find that the affair is repre¬ 
sented in such a manner as if the Jews in Eome now for the first 
time came to know of Christianity, and took up the attitude of 
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unbelief towards it. Thus we have here a clear proof that the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles was determined by a special 
interest to give a representation which is wholly inconsistent with 
the real facts of the case; and we shall be obliged to make allow¬ 
ance for this same interest in the analogous cases where the 
Apostle is said to have acted in the same way towards the Jews. 
We have already seen in detail that these narratives are not in 
themselves probable, and cannot be reconciled with the sharp 
distinction which the Apostle draws in his Epistle to the Galatians 
(chapter ii.) between his aTroaroXr) eis ra edvrj and the anroaroXT] 
7T€piTo/jLr}<;. Now if the author of the Acts nev er loses an oppor- 
tunity of asserting that it was owing to the Jews' own faul t, that 
it was in consequence of their unbelief, that the Gospel was 
preached to the Gentiles,—if he allows this aim of his to dominate 
his narrative; if it be therefore indisputable that he works out in 
his narrative an apologetic aim with reference to Paul in his 
character of Apostle to the Gentiles, then it is impossible to avoid 
the conclusion that he was led to this out of consideration for the 
outward circumstances with which he found himself surrounded. 
This is accordingly the point where the Acts meets the Epistle to 
the Eomans. Both pre-suppose the same circumstances, and in 
the same Church, since the Acts of the Apostles was in all pro¬ 
bability written at Eome. The Pauline author of the Acts of the 
Apostles, like the Apostle himself in the Epistle to the Eomans, 
states with the same apologetic intention that the Gospel is given 
to the Gentiles owing to the fault of the Jews themselves, and in 
consequence of their unbelief. But in order to place this fault of 
theirs in a clearer light, and completely to clear the Apostle Paul 
from every reproach that could be brought against him in this 
respect, the author of the Acts of the Apostles represents the case 
as though the Apostle had respected the Jewish national claim to 
priority so far that he turned to the Gentiles onl y when he con - 
sidered that the unbelief o f the Jews gav e h im a right to do so. 
Thus the testimony of the Acts agrees with what we have learned 
from other quarters, that the cardinal point, which the Jew could 










Chap. Ill,] 


THE EPISTLE TO THE HOMANS . 


331 


never consent to relinquish, and any questioning of which 
awakened his most anxious and conscientious scruples, was the 
primacy of his nation over other nations. His becoming a Chris¬ 
tian did not make him indifferent to this prerogative; he still 
resented any attack on its permanence or its integrity. 

Before proceeding to discuss the Apostle’s attack on this last 
stronghold of Judaism, we must try to settle the question who the 
re aders of the Epistle were. After all that we have said, it seems 
scarcely possible to doubt that they consisted principally of Jewish 
Christians. And yet the traditional view is still upheld that they 
must have been Gentile Christians. Neander says in his usual 
style: 1 —“It is not improbable that the seed of the Gospel was 
brought at an early period by the Jewish Christians to the Jews 
at Borne, as at that time, if we may judge from the salutation at 
the end of the Epistle, persons who were among the very earliest 
Christians lived at Borne; but those certainly did not form the 
main body of the Church, for the greater part evidently consisted 
of Christians of Gentile descent, to whom the Gospel had been 
preached by men of the Pauline school, as a thing independent of 
the Mosaic law. As an Apostle to the Gentiles, Paul felt himself 
under an obligation to write to those men, and the relation in 
which he felt he stood to them in virtue of that office, enabled him 
to speak to them with a considerable amount of freedom. The 
condition of this church was similar to what generally obtained in 
the churches where the Gentile-Christian element was predominant, 
but not without some admixture of Jewish Christianity,” etc. 

All this is said to be perfectly evident, but not only is it destitute 
of all historical foundation : the conclusion to be drawn from the 
Epistle as a whole, as well as from all the indications to be found 
in it which bear on this subject, is exactly the opposite. I think 
we are entitled to take it for granted that the section of the Boman 
Church to which the Epistle is addressed, must have been the 
preponderating element in the Church; and if this be so, then the 
Church consisted mainly of Jewish Christians. This is what we 
1 Planting and Training (Bohn), p. 280. 
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might have expected; for the early existence of a Eoman Church 
is traceable simply to the large number of Jewish residents in 
Eome. The last chapter of the Epistle does not warrant the con¬ 
clusion that those who had preached the Gospel in Eome had 
been men of the Pauline school; the conclusion which this chapter, 
whether genuine or not, suggests, is that the Eoman Church came 
into existence at a time when there was no such thing as Pauline 
Christianity. Andronicus and Junia, the eirlaiyioL ev toZ<? air oar 6- 
Xot?, are said to have been Christians before Paul (ver. 7). In fact 
the notion, which was set afloat mainly by Eichhorn, that those who 
had most to do with the formation and development of the Eoman 
Church were disciples of the Apostle Paul, rests on nothing but 
the common idea that as Eome was the centre of the Gentile 
world, a Christian Church existing there must have been composed 
mainly of Gentile Christians, and that the Apostle would not have 
written to the Eomans at such length or with such emphasis had 
he not been in some special way related to them. This relation 
seemed to be that the Christians of Eome w 7 ere Gentile Christians, 
and if so, who could have converted them to Christianity but 
disciples of the Apostle ? All this falls to the ground as soon as 
we regard the Epistle from the point of view which the work itself 
suggests. The Epistle to the Eomans certainly leaves ho doubt 
as to the fact that when it was written the Eoman Church com¬ 
prised Gentile as well as Jewish Christians, but we do not know in 
what way the latter had been converted, and for the main contents 
and the main object of the Epistle they are clearly of subordinate 
importance. The very fact that when the Apostle turns to the 
Gentile Christians, he makes it appear that he does so, and 
addresses them S£§qially (xi^lJ-24), shows that in the rest of the 
Epistle he had Jewish much more than Gentile Christians before 
his mind. The main argument being concluded, they are singled 
out as a part of the community, they are addressed specially (vfilv 
7 ap \eyco tol ? eOveatv , xi. 13), and thus appear as subordinate to 
the general body, in addressing which no special designation is 
required. The whole section which concludes this part of the 
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Epistle, xi. 13-36, is certainly devoted to the Gentile Christians 
(this is shown by the repeated tyxa?, vv. 28, 30, 31, and by the drift 
of the passage 25-29, when correctly understood; the idea that in 
spite of the Trcopoocris an ro /xepou? in regard to Israel, and in spite of 
the 7 T\rjpa)/jLa twp edvcop, yet the time is coming when outgo 7ra? 
’IaparjX crcoOrjaerat, being here insisted on in its application not to 
the Jewish but to the Gentile Christians). But this section is 
of the nature of a digression, and the argument then returns to its 
proper object. 1 There are also many minor points in which we 
recognise the main tone and drift of the Epistle, such as the 
opening, where Old Testament ideas are studiously introduced 
(evayyeXiov Qeov, o 7rpo€7r7}yyet\aTo Bid rwv iTpocpTjrcop avrov ev 
<ypa(j)ai <? dylais, irepl rov vlov avrov, rov yevopievov e/c GireppLaros 
AaftlB, i. 2, 3), and which show that the Apostle had Jewish- 
Christian readers in his eye when he addressed himself to the 
composition of the Epistle. As for what he says at the beginning 
of the Epistle, of his vocation to proclaim the Gospel to the eOvrj, 
this is not to be understood, as Neander takes it, as an intimation 
that his being the Apostle of the Gentiles had made him feel it 
his duty to write to the Bomans. It must not be overlooked, and 
the better commentators have drawn attention to the fact, that the 
eOvrj of vv. 5 and 13, are not the Gentiles, but the nations generally. 
The Apostle refers to the obligation attaching to his apostolic 
office of preaching the Gospel to all men, without distinction of 
race or culture, as the reason why he writes to the Christians of 
Borne. If he had had Gentile Christians in his mind he need not 
have done more than simply announce himself as an Apostle to 
the Gentiles. But in respect of the Jewish Christians, he speaks 
of the universality of his calling; it extended to all nations alike, 
and the Jewish Christians of Borne were not beyond its scope. In 
order to meet the objection that he was an Apostle of the Gentiles 

1 Olshausen’s assertion, Introduction, p. 48, is incorrect, that the section, chaps, 
ix.-xi., is addressed solely to the Gentile Christians. They are addressed only 
in xi. 13-35. How a commentator on the Romans like Olshausen can maintain 
that chaps. ix.*xi. are intended only for Gentile Christians, I am at a loss to under¬ 
stand. 
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and had nothing to do with Jewish Christians, he speaks of the 
Jews as one people under the general term of the edvrj. He shows 
his credentials with regard to the Jewish Christians, to justify the 
Epistle which he is going to write. 

We now pass on to the question which has still to be answered, 
how, if the drift of the Epistle be what we have said, thejpre- 
liminary doctnn^ relabed^j^the_wliole ? We have 

here simply to inquire whether this part of the Epistle can be 
regarded as anti-Judaistic; and we think it can. The last and 
gravest argument which Judaism had to bring against Paulinism 
was comprised in the claim of primacy, which it regarded as the 
inalienable advantage which the Jews as a nation possessed over 
all other nations, as its theocratic birthright and privilege. The 
Apostle Paul does not shrink from examining this question and 
probing it to the very bottom, and the dogmatic discussion of his 
Epistle thus comes to be the most radical and uncompromising 
refutation of the claims of Judaism and of Jewish Christianity. 
How distinctly does the dominant anti-Judaistic tendency of the 
Epistle appear even in the first chapters, where, after announcing 
his great theme, the Succuoavvr) 0eov etc 7r/crTe&>9 et? n tlcttlv, the 
Apostle at once contrasts with the righteousness of God the un¬ 
righteousness of men, and establishes it as a notorious historical 
fact. The result to which this leads him is that not only do Jews 
and Gentiles stand completely parallel with each other in this 
respect, but that, what his argument is evidently intended from 
the very beginning to demonstrate, the unrighteousness of the 
Gentiles presses home the fact of their own unrighteousness on 
the consciousness of the Jews. He depicts in the strongest colours 
the idolatry and all the sinful abominations of the Gentile world; 
but then he turns sharply round upon the Jews, and says to them, 
ii. 1, that they who judge the Gentiles and condemn them as 
sinners, do the same things as the Gentiles do, not perhaps in point 
of matter, by committing the same sins and crimes, but certainly 
in point of form, since what makes such actions deserving of 
punishment is that in spite of higher knowledge (which the Gentiles 
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also possessed, or else they would not have been morally account¬ 
able, i. 19), things are done which, it is felt, cannot be done 
without making the doer worthy of death. In this respect Gentiles 
and Jews stand side by side; if there be any difference it must 
consist simply in the measure of light against which the things are 
done which ought not to be done; and in this respect the Jews 
are the greater offenders. The Gentiles are not entirely without 
law, they have the law of their conscience ; and if the Jew has the 
advantage of a further law in addition to this law of nature, then 
all that he boasts of with regard to his law confirms the sentence 
against him. The great advantage of the law is simply that one 
knows the divine will and can judge what is right or wrong; and 
so the Jew is simply the more deserving of punishment, the more 
clearly and completely he knows from the law what he ought to 
do, while he does the contrary nevertheless. The true moral 
worth of a man consists in his act and in that alone, in his doing 
what he is conscious that he ought to do, and in this regard the 
difference between heathenism and Judaism disappears; un¬ 
circumcision is as circumcision, circumcision as uncircumcision; 
the question is not what the Jew is outwardly, but only what he 
is inwardly, in his heart before God, ii. 1-29. At iii. 1 a new 
position is advanced, with the question, what advantage the Jew 
has, if these things are so, as if there must necessarily be some 
advantage which circumcision gives him over the Gentile. But 
the Apostle meets this argument with a new humiliation for the 
Jew, bringing the dicta of his own law to convince him of his 
criminality. He has no advantage whatever; the charge remains 
true which has already been advanced, that Jew and Gentile are 
alike under sin; Scripture itself confirms the charge. We know 
that what the Scripture or the law says, it says to those who are 
under the law. Thus all those passages of Scripture which declare 
the wickedness of men apply first of all to the Jews, and so every¬ 
thing combines to show that by the deeds of the law no one can 
be justified before God; the law does not justify—on the contrary, 
it merely introduces the knowledge of sin, iii. 1-20. If there be a 
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righteousness at all, it cannot depend on the law, it is the righteous¬ 
ness of God which is by faith in Jesus Christ, towards which, as it 
is a free gift of God, man's attitude can only be that of faith. 
Faith alone answers to the universal notion of God. If it were 
possible to obtain righteousness and salvation by the works of the 
law, as the Jews think it is, since they hold circumcision itself to 
be a saving work of the law, then only the Jews would have this 
righteousness, and God would be the God of the Jews alone. But 
God is the God of the Gentiles as well as of the Jews. Under 
faith, then, the difference between the uncircumcised and the 
circumcised disappears; faith, and nothing else but faith, is the 
essential point, iii. 20-31. ISTow if faith stands over against works, 
works being of no value, the law itself seems to lose its value along 
with the works of the law, and the question arises, What is the 
use of the law at all ? In this question the Apostle arrives at a 
point where he cannot continue to argue against Judaism in the 
same trenchant and uncompromising style as hitherto, or to take 
up a purely negative position with regard to it. The Jew, who 
can never be driven out of the belief that he must have some 
advantage over the Gentile, can here appeal to the absolute im¬ 
portance of the law, which cannot be simply abrogated. Thus in 
speaking of the law the Apostle is obliged on the one hand to 
acknowledge and uphold its absolute character, and on the other 
to show that in relation to faith the law possesses a merely sub¬ 
ordinate, relative, and negative importance. This is the ruling 
idea of the discussion which now follows. In chap. iv. he shows 
that even in the cases of Abraham and David there was a vo/uos 
7 rlarew which stood above the vdfio? epjcov (iii. 27), a righteous¬ 
ness mediated by faith which was a way of salvation indicated 
in the law itself. In v. 1-11, where the transition is made to the 
great and cardinal passage, v. 12-21, he gives a general view 
of the great blessings which flow from the justification that is 
by faith. Then in v. 12-21 he rises to the very highest point of 
view, that of the contemplation of the development of religion. 
Looking down from this vantage-ground, he examines and refutes 
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the claim of Judaism to absolute importance, and suggests to the 
Judaists a point of view from which their Old Testament ideas 
may most easily be harmonised with the new doctrine. The 
Jewish theory of the religious history of the world contains, when 
rightly understood, all the momenta out of which the Apostle’s 
doctrine is constructed. If the course of the history of humanity 
from Adam to Christ be regarded in the light of its great principles 
as these are indicated in the passage v. 12-21, it is at once seen 
that it requires to be supplemented by a way of salvation such as 
that of Sifccuocrvvr). It is an absolute postulate of the history of 
the world and of revelation, that there is not merely a condemna¬ 
tion to death, but also a justification to life; and in the view of the 
world which thus arises, the whole history of humanity falls into 
two opposed and mutually complementary periods, each with its 
own characteristic principle by which all the details are determined. 
But it is a further and equally necessary result of this objective 
historical view, that the law and the salvation founded upon it 
belong to a subordinate stage of religious development, is thus 
of merely relative importance, and occupies a merely negative 
relation to the era which succeeds it. In the following section, in 
which a new train of ideas appears, vi. 1, it is still the notion of the 
law round which the Apostle’s argument moves. The law can 
only be fulfilled by works, and the works which the law asks for 
are a moral requirement. Now the Apostle has shown that where 
the requirement of the law ought to be met by works of the law 
this is not the case, that the very opposite takes place,—immorality, 
unrighteousness, sin; so that, as no man can become righteous 
through the works of the law, the unrighteousness of man is 
simply confronted by the righteousness of God. Here his 
opponents who founded the absolute importance of Judaism upon 
the law might charge his doctrine of faith as opposed to works 
with subverting the idea of the law, and being prejudicial to 
morality. To meet this charge the Apostle takes up, chap, vi., a 
different standpoint from that of the former chapters, and asserts 
that so far is this from being the case, that the destruction of sin 
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in its principle and from its very roots is only to be found in the 
salvation which he preaches. That unity with Christ in which 
the Christian is already dead to sin, and sin in fact no longer 
exists for him, makes it practically and morally impossible for him 
to serve sin, vi. 8-23. And the connection with which man was 
bound to sin being absolutely severed through the death of Christ, 
his connection with the law is also absolutely severed. Tor if the 
Christian as such stands no longer under sin, then neither does he 
stand under the law. Sin and law are entirely parallel; what is 
said of sin applies to the law as well; so far is the law depreciated. 
The Apostle had already said of the law that the works of the law 
had no power to justify ; that by the law came the knowledge of 
sin, iii. 20 ; that the law increased sin in the period between Adam 
and Christ, v. 20; and that the reign of the law had now been 
succeeded by the reign of grace; and throughout his discussion the 
notions of sin and law had been so closely interwoven that they 
might almost appear to be identical. At vii. 7 the Apostle himself 
is led to put the question, What shall we say then ? Is the law sin ? 
The question on which he has to explain himself to his readers is 
thus put in the sharpest form that controversy could give it, and 
it now becomes necessary for the Apostle to state his view of the 
nature of the law. The identity of the two notions, law and sin, 
which his words suggest, is shown not to be a real one by the 
distinction which he draws between what the law is objectively, 
in itself, and what it is subjectively, for man. In drawing this 
distinction the Apostle enters fully into the psychological process 
in which, though Judaism and Christianity approach each other 
ever so nearly, there is yet a barrier which cannot be broken 
through, separating the Jew as such from Christianity, and ex¬ 
cluding him from its blessings. 

If we look back on the Apostle's whole line of thought, as we 
have traced it in the first eight chapters of his Epistle, it seems 
impossible to suppose that he had any other readers than Jewish 
Christians before his mind. The whole section is evidently meant 
to bear on the scruples and objections which deterred the Jewish 
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Christians who were to read the Epistle from a full acceptance of 
Pauline universalism. And as for these scruples and objections, 
must not the great stone of stumbling, which it was impossible to 
surmount, just have been the notion to which the Apostle's whole 
argument refers, that the Jews were no better than the Gentiles, 
that they had no privileges which the Gentiles did not equally 
possess, that even the law did not warrant the assertion of that 
absolute importance which they ascribed to Judaism ? We see 
how warmly he threw himself into these questions which pos¬ 
sessed such interest for his readers as well as for himself, when, 
after concluding the first part of his Epistle with expressions of 
the highest joy, with a rapturous description of the infinitely 
blessed fellowship which Christians enjoy with God and Christ, 
he goes on in words of the deepest sorrow and pathos to express 
his deep concern at the fate of his fellow-countrymen. The fact 
before his mind, which forms so sad a contrast with what goes 
before, is that all those blessings are lost to those for whom they 
were first of all designed. They are Israelites; all the goods and 
blessings of the religious polity of the Old Testament belong to 
them, the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; theirs 
are the fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; of them, according to 
the flesh, Christ came, on which account God who is over all is to 
be blessed for ever. We must assume that this idea which the 
Apostle here expresses with such a gush of sympathy, was present 
to him from the beginning, determined the whole scope and con¬ 
ception of the Epistle, and was never lost sight of during the 
elaboration of the theme. Only on this hypothesis can we see 
into the motive and origin of the Epistle in such a way as to be 
able to understand its historical position. What connects the two 
parts of the Epistle with each other is, more than anything else, 
that in both the Apostle is controverting Judaism in its radical 
principles. That no righteousness can be attained in the way of 
w T orks of the law, that in justification by faith the Jews have not 
the slightest advantage over the Gentiles, that on the side of the 
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law there is nothing but unrighteousness and sin, this is the gist of 
the first eight chapters ; and in the next three we find a refutation 
of the same claims of Jews and Jewish Christians which the first 
part presupposed, only that now there is more direct reference to 
the arguments which could still be brought to support these claims, 
and the Apostle argues with greater emphasis and power, as he 
stands more directly face to face with the concrete facts of the 
case. The particularism of Judaism had been to a great extent 
overcome; yet the question was still asked as a pertinent one, 
whether e/cTTeirrcDKev 6 \0709 rov ©eov ; ix. 6. The old national 
promises of God cannot have become entirely meaningless, which 
would be the case if the Jews had no advantage as a nation over 
the Gentiles. This is the mildest form of Jewish particularism, 
which simply appeals to the theocratic ideas, to the truth and 
faithfulness of God. Yet even in this form it is to be shown to 
be destitute of all warrant whatever. Even this form of the idea 
claims some advantage for the Jew over the Gentile, and this can 
be nothing but a righteousness founded upon works. But there 
is no such righteousness; the only righteousness is that of God 
which excludes all human works. The Apostle thus presents the 
idea which is the subject of his Epistle in its extreme form, dis¬ 
cusses it dogmatically, and then expresses his view of the subject 
in his profound regret that the new way of salvation set up by 
God does nothing for the Jews, in spite of all their national 
advantages. They are rejected; and though God's word cannot 
indeed prove untrue, nor his promise remain unfulfilled, yet this 
will be in a way quite independent of all human co-operation. 
What right then has any one to complain of the rejection of the 
nation as if that were inconsistent with the old national privileges, 
and to take offence and complain against God on this account ? 
God can do what he will, and the Jews have no one but themselves 
to blame if they have no part in this salvation; they have failed 
to consider that the life under the law has come to an end in 
Christ, and to submit themselves to the new order set up by God. 

Is not the connection of the two parts of the Epistle perfectly 
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satisfactory as we have traced it, both externally and internally ? 
The fundamental idea which runs through the whole, is the 
absolute nullity of all the claims advanced by Jewish particularism. 
The Apostle aims at refuting Jewish particularism so thoroughly 
and radically, that it shall appear to the age to have been plucked 
up by the very roots. When we understand the intimate connec¬ 
tion of the two parts of the Epistle to each other, we see how 
clearly and perfectly this purpose was attained in it. 

In the hortatory part of the Epistle, which begins with chap^xii., 
we find general moral precepts, especially in chap, xii., and then 
more special exhortations to obedience to the authorities and 
to mutual toleration in respect of certain sumptuary abstentions 
and regulations. As for this latter point, the commentators, as is 
well known, are in great uncertainty as to who the “ weak ” were, 
of whom the Apostle thought it necessary to speak in chap. xiv. 
It is correctly assumed that this section must be understood to 
refer to the relations between the liberal Gentile Christians and 
the more prejudiced and anxious Jewish Christians. To come 
nearer the point, however, it is necessary to seek more light from 
history on the Judaising character of the Eoman Church. Like 
the Jewish Christians of the early Church generally, the great 
majority of those at Eome held more or less Ebionite principles. 1 
The characteristics of this party at Eome, as suggested to "us by 
chag^ xiv., are such as are found nowhere else but with the 
Ebionites. Those whom the Apostle designated as weak, refrained 
from eating meat, and ate only herbs (Xa^ava, verse 2, as distin¬ 
guished from Kpeas —vegetables generally). They also drank no 
wine (/ caXov to /irj (payelv Kpea , p,rj 8 e melv olvov , xiv. 21). We 
are told by Epiphanius that the Ebionites on principle refused to 
eat meat, 2 because, as they themselves explained, all meat is the 
result of copulation. They held the eating of meat to be polluting, 

1 Epiphanius, Haer. xxx. 18, makes Ebion, the pretended founder of the 
Ebionites, appear with his KTjpvypa in Rome as well as in Asia. 

2 Haer. xxx. 15. Ktu Kpecov, Ka\ tt ao-rjs (iWrjs edcodrjs rrjs ano crapKcov ttcttolt j- 
pevrjs ’ E / 3 iW kcu ’ E / 3 iomrai navreXoas anexovTcu, dta to ck (Tvvovaias Ka) pieces 
adapara clvai avra . 
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and in this light it must also have been considered by the Korn an 
Jewish Christians, as the Apostle finds himself obliged to remind 
them, otl ovBev kolvov Be avrov' el purj rd> Xoyi^o/jievG) t i /coivov 
elvai, e/celvw koivov (verse 14 ); and 7 rdvra pdev KaOapa aXXa kclkov 
too dvOpdircp tg3 Bid Trpoo-fcdpLpLciTos ecrdlovTt (verse 20 ). If they 
held flesh to be in itself impure, what other reason could they 
give for this impurity but that mentioned by Epiphanius ? Ac¬ 
cording to the pseudo-Clementine Homilies also, the unnatural 
eating of meat is of demoniacal origin, and was introduced by 
those giants who, from their bastard nature, took no pleasure in 
pure nourishment and only lusted after blood, Horn. viii. 15 . 
Therefore the eating of meat is as polluting as the heathen 
worship of demons, with its sacrifices and sacrificial feasts, through 
participation in which a man becomes an opioBlairo 9 of demons. 
Having rejected animal flesh as food, the Ebionites had to take to 
vegetables (Xa^ava). There is some direct evidence of this. In 
the Homilies the Apostle Peter describes his way of living to 
Clement (xii. 6), and says aprcp piovcp kcu eXalcus ^pwpiai kcu 
1 T 7 ravt(o< ; Xa%dvois. It was a lofty degree of holiness that Peter 
cultivated, and he permitted himself the use of Xa^ava but seldom : 
for ordinary Jewish Christians they were well fitted for ordinary use. 
According to certain passages in the fathers, 1 Matthew the Apostle 
and James, the brother of the Lord, also subsisted entirely on vege¬ 
table food. And we can understand why these two men are credited 
with this mode of living. Both of them are prominent examples 
of the character of the primitive Jewish-Christian Church into 
which the strict Ebionite element entered much more largely than 
is commonly supposed. There is no express statement about 
abstinence from wine, but the two things generally went together, 
and we are warranted in assuming that the stricter Ebionites held 

1 Clement of Alexandria, Psedag. ii. 1 :—Mar^alo?, 6 dnoaToXos cnrepfidToav , kcu 
cLKpoSpvcov Kal • \axdvcov, avev Kpecov, iXap^ave. Augustine Adv. Faustum, xxii. 
3 :—Jacobus, frater Domini, seminibus et oleribus usus est, non carne nec vii*o. 
The description also which Hegesippus (Eusebius, H. E. ii. 2, 3) gives of this 
James, has quite the Ebionite stamp of thought and manners, and it is specially 
said of him, olvov kcu aUcpa ovk cmcv, ovde €p,\jsvxoi' e(pay€* 
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the use of wine to be unlawful, by the fact that, according to 
Epiphanius ( loc. cit. 16), they celebrated their annual mysteries, 
i.e. the Eucharist, with unleavened bread and pure water. The 
Homa n Ebioni tes must have had the same custom, as Peter cele¬ 
brated the Eucharist, which followed after baptism, with nothing 
but bread and salt (Horn. xiv. 1). We see from xiv. 5 that the 
Jewish Christians of Eome also regarded certain days as peculiarly 
sacred. This appears natural when we remember the importance 
which the Jews ascribed to Sabbaths, and new-moons, and other 
such days. We further find it expressly mentioned about the 
Ebionites that, after the rite of circumcision, they regarded the 
keeping of the Sabbath as the most sacred ordinance of the Jewish 
religion. 1 It thus seems then extremely probable, that the Apostle 
had in his eye the custom of observing the Sabbath and the Pass- 
over in the Jewish fashion, which kept its ground so long in the 
Jewish-Christian churches. 

In connection with the exhortation which the Apostle gives 
(chap. xiii. 1) to obedience to authority, the commentators do not 
fail, in order to explain the persistency and detail with which this 
is enforced and made into a duty, to call to mind the position ot 
the Christians with regard to the power of the State, which from 
the beginning was mistrustful of the new religious community, and 
under the incessant appeals of its immediate opponents, the Jews 
and priests (Acts xvil 7, xix. 26), was likely to turn any illegal act 
of its members into a pretext for measures of oppression. They 
also refer to the very intelligible anxiety which certain prejudices 
and misconceptions on the part of new converts might give rise 
to. The ordinary Jew, it is said, “ held the Jewish theocracy to be 
the only legitimate form of government (Deut. xvii. 15), and held 
the Gentile states to be founded and governed by diabolic agency. 
(Luke iv. 6, Apoc. xi„ Eph. vL 12, John xii. 31.) His obedience 
was rendered only on compulsion, and he regarded the raising of 
taxes as a direct robbery of the temple at Jerusalem (Matt. xxii. 
17). These fanatical ideas, gathering strength from the Messianic 
1 Epipli. Haer. xxx. 2, xvi. 17. 
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hope, and from the oppressive policy of government, made the 
people in Gentile lands inclined to lawless and seditions conduct; 
and an example of this had just been witnessed in the capital 
(Acts xviii. 2, and Suet, vita Claud. 25).” There is some show of 
reason for these observations, though they are advanced without 
sufficient historical basis. It certainly confirms the view we have 
taken up to find that it throws light both on the occasion the 
Apostle may have had for issuing such exhortations, and on the 
direct bearing these exhortations had. The point of the Apostle’s 
exhortation is to be found in the statement, that every higher 
power, the governing authority in general, is of God. This asser¬ 
tion, put in so universal a form, seems to presuppose an antithesis 
equally universal, the view, namely, that the civil magistracy, not 
only in certain special cases, but generally, as such, is not of God, 
but from an ungodly source. This view the Ebionites actually 
held ; in their dualistic way of thinking they regarded the whole 
present world, with all its earthly powers, as the opposite of the 
world to come, and the kingdom of the devil. 1 It is true that we 
must not take the form of Ebionitism which we find in the writings 
of Epiphanius and in the Clementine Homilies to have been the 
original and only form which the sect assumed. The harsher and 
more one-sided elements of Ebionitism must belong to its later 

1 A vo TLvas (Tvvi<TT(b(riv i says Epiphanius, Hser. xxx. 16, iic Qeov TeTaypevovs, eva 

fJL€V TOV XpKTTOV €VO be TOV bldfio\ov KOI TOV fl€V XpLGTOV XeyOVGl TOV pieWoVTOS 

altovos €l\T](f)€vaL to v Kkrjpov, tov be biaftciXov tovtov TremaTevaOcu tov al&va e< 
Trpoarayrjs brjBev tov iravTOKpaTopos koto. oIttjglv eicaTepoov avT&v. In harmony 
with this, the author of the Clementine Homilies says, xv. 7:—“ The true Prophet 
teaches that God the Creator of all things assigned two realms to two beings, the 
one good, the other evil. To the evil being he gave the lordship of the present 
world, with the provision that he should punish those who do evil ; to the good 
being the future, eternal world. But God leaves every man to choose with his own 
will whether he will have the present evil or the future good. Those who choose 
the present world may become rich, may be at ease, and may enjoy what they can, 
for in the good of the future world they have no part. But those who decide for 
the future world must regard nothing as their own in this one, which belongs to 
an alien ruler, but bread and water (according to xii. 6, also olives and cabbage, 
X&xava), and even this provision they must procure with sweat, for no man has a 
right to deprive himself of life. Thus the children of the future world are, while 
they remain in this one, in the hostile realm of a foreign king ” (xv. 6). 
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age, when opposition to the Church drew out and hardened its 
peculiarities. Thus with regard to our present point, we must not 
carry the comparison of the later Ebionites with the Jewish 
Christians of Borne too far. But while we do not overlook this 
caution, which the nature of the case obviously imposes on us, 
we cannot be blind to the agreement and family relationship be¬ 
tween the Ebionite view of the world and that of the Jewish 
Christians of Borne. In the surrounding world, living as they 
did, at the seat and centre of the power which ruled the world, 
they only saw a hostile principle, opposed to God; and their 
submission to the ruling power was not due to their thinking 
that a government which in its outward manifestations was 
evidently undivine might yet be good and divine in principle, an 
order set up by God: it was rendered with an inward repugnance 
and resistance of heart, as a feature of their struggle against the 
opposing might of evil, which had not ceased but was repressed for 
the time by the force of necessity. Hence the Apostle's exhorta¬ 
tion, that it is a moral necessity to be subject to the higher power, 
not merely from fear of its punishment, resistance being positively 
out of the question, but from an inner conviction of its inherent 
right ( dvdjKrj virordaaeadaty ov ptovov hia rrjv opyrjv, aXXd k<u 
hid tt]v avvelhrjcnv, ver. 5); that the cause of fear is not in the 
magistracy itself, as if it were essentially a wicked, hostile power, 
but only in the moral conduct of the subject ( oi yap ap'xpvre 9 ovtc 



fieladat rrjv e^ovatav ; to dyaffov irolet y ver. 3, cf. 4) ; and that the 
magistracy should not be regarded as a thing evil, wrong, or 
abominable in itself, as a diabolical power absolutely hostile to 
what is good (ov yap ear tv e^ovata el pbrj diro &eov . . . &eov yap 
htcucovds ecjTL aot eh to dya6dv,w. 1 , 4). We must assume that the 
view which the Apostle is here combating was the extreme view,— 
the position that the principle which governs the world, and exerts 
its power through the existing civil magistracy is not divine, but 
purely worldly, or even devilish ; otherwise we shall scarcely under¬ 
stand how the Apostle could pass over all the other questions 
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which he might have been expected to take up in dealing with the 
relation of the governed to the government, and limit himself to 
the one wide proposition which no one would deny as a general 
truth, ov ecrTiv e^ovala el pur} diro Qeov. The negative of his 
proposition naturally suggests the antithesis he had before him : 
the magistracy is not of divine, but of undivine origin. If this 
assertion can in no case be true, and leads to absolute dualism, 
where can the magistracy be from el purj diro Qeov ? Thus the 
negative proposition which had to be maintained in the face of the 
Eoman Christians, ‘ the magistracy is not of the devil/ passes over 
into the affirmative, ‘ it is of God/ Only in this connection can we 
understand the unqualified universality with which the Apostle 
claims for every government actually existing, for a Nero on the 
throne, for example, the dignity of a divine ordination. The 
assertion is of equal truth with the unquestionable doctrine which 
it presupposes, that the power which rules over the visible world 
cannot be an evil, undivine, principle. Even the Ebionite system 
represented the devil as charged with the government of the seon 
only e/e 7 Tpoarayrj^ rov iravTOKparopo ?, x but the lordship thus 
handed over to the devil was given him absolutely, and too great 
room was still left for dualism ; how easily could the deeper idea 
which subordinated dualism to monotheism retire completely into 
the back-ground, at least in the mind of the ordinary Christian ? 
It might further be objected to the comparison of the Jewish 
Christian view of the world which we find in the Epistle to the 
Eomans with that of the Ebionites, that the author of the Clemen¬ 
tines deduces from his dualistic philosophy itself a new support 
of the Christian law to suffer injustice rather than do it. Those, 
he says, who have made the future world their choice, are yet 
allowed to enjoy many things which do not properly belong to them 
in the present w T orld where they live together with the evil; life 
and light, bread and water, and many things more: the children 
of the present world, however, have no part in the future world, and 
so those who suffer wrong are actually the doers of it, and the 
1 Cf. the passage of Epiphanius cited above. 
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doers of wrong the sufferers (Horn. xv. 8). If the Ebionites held 
this opinion, how could the Apostle feel it necessary to issue a 
warning against avTiTarreaQai ttj e^ovala ? But we can scarcely 
suppose that the view indicated in these words was worked out 
practically, and when we find the precept rather to suffer injustice 
than to do it thus illustrated and pressed home in the Homilies, 
we are naturally led to think that there was a reason for this. The 
prevailing spirit of the Ebionites may have led the author of the 
Homilies to think these exhortations were by no means superfluous, 
just as the Apostle felt in writing to the Christians of Borne. 
There is nothing more natural than that a spirit of opposition so 
deeply rooted and appealing to such principles should have 
threatened again and again to break out in actual violence. Con¬ 
sidering the whole case, then, we see that it is extremely probable 
that the Jewish Christians of Borne entertained adualistic view of 
the world nearly related to that of the later Ebiojjifes. And this 
conclusion is not difficult to reconcile with other facts we learn 
about the Boman Christians. This dualism in regard to civil life, 
stands in a very natural connection with that view w r hich sees in 
the life of Nature an unclean, demoniacal principle, which excites 
disgust and abhorrence (xiv. 14, 20). 

But, it is objected, if the Apostle had this kind of opponents to 
deal with, his polemic ought to have been of a totally different 
nature. “ We should have to assume,” Neander says (op. cit. 287), 
“ that these people had gone so far as to consider the eating of 
flesh to be absolutely sinful. But this could only have been held 
on the principles of a certain dualistic theosophy. Paul would 
not have treated such a position with so much tolerance. We 
cannot suppose that he would treat people holding such views as 
simply ‘ the weak/ and show them so much indulgence, or forbear 
from discussing the ideas on which this standpoint was founded. 
And though we should not assume that they openly avowed the 
principles of dualism (for had they done so, he must have attacked 
their position), yet we cannot believe that he would deal so gently 
and indulgently with an arrogant asceticism which was so obviously 
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irreconcilable either with his doctrine of justification, or with the 
principles of Christian humility.” This line of remark is carried 
still further, when it is said that this tendency was connected with 
a dualistic view of the world which referred the civil government 
to an evil principle. But the objection does not appear to me to 
possess much weight. It is very hazardous to attempt to lay down 
how the Apostle must have argued against his opponents in such 
and such a case. If we have sufficient historical evidence for con¬ 
cluding that the readers of his Epistle held certain views and 
principles, we must also take it for granted that his polemic 
contains what was most likely to be of use in the circumstances. 
The data which we can command in such a case are generally 
scanty; and who can see into the circumstances so clearly, and 
balance the different considerations which weighed against each 
other so accurately, as to enable him to say wfith confidence that 
the Apostle must have spoken thus, and not otherwise ? The main 
point is to see that what the Apostle actually says is not incon¬ 
sistent with the view of the circumstances which we have formed, 
and presents some one side of the question in a clear and life-like 
way. And how much is this the case with regard to the question 
before us ! How clear are the correctives which the Apostle seeks 
to apply to the narrow views and perverted principles of his readers; 
how admirably is the practical bearing of the subject, as it 
appeared to the Christian consciousness, stated and insisted on! 
It is said that if the Apostle had such opponents to deal with, he 
would have applied himself more directly to their dualistic view 
of the world. But this is not merely asking for a thing which 
nowhere occurs in the Epistle, a discussion of speculative ideas 
wdiich lie outside the immediate sphere of the Christian faith; it 
is also an assumption that the Jewish Christians of Borne held 
their dualistic view of the world as a theory, distinctly and con¬ 
sciously. It may have had its root even then in a certain vague 
and undeveloped philosophy of the universe, but in what we see 
of it, it appears simply on its practical side, in its bearing on certain 
relations of life. Now the Apostle does not conceal that he does 
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not consider the view of the Jewish Christians who refrained from 
the use of animal food, and of wine, and held vegetables to be the 
only pure and permissible diet, to be objectively true : he expressly 
calls these Christians the “ weak/’ and s&ys they have no right 
whatever to condemn those who do not share their views about 
eating and drinking (xiv. 1 , sq.) He also exhorts those who are 
stronger not to scorn their weaker brethren for their more circum¬ 
scribed notions; nor treat them with contempt. These exhorta¬ 
tions to the two parties were to show that the question, when 
regarded objectively on its own merits, is indifferent. No man has 
a right to assume the office of master or judge of his neighbours, 
thus intruding on a sphere in which he has no right whatever. 
Man is not even his own master; he belongs to Christ, and the 
importance of matters like this depends entirely on the relation 
which they occupy to Christ in each man’s mind. At ver. 13 he 
comes to the subjective aspect of the question, and shows how 
important it is to consider that no offence be given to a brother. 
This offence could be given only on the side of the more liberal 
Christians; they could show their disregard of the scruples and 
restrictions of their weaker brethren in such a way as to shock 
them, and either lead them to form harsh judgments, or bewilder 
their conscience. The Apostle admonishes the more liberal 
Gentile Christians :—el Se Sea fipcofia 6 dSeNcjyds crov \virecrai , . . 
purj rq> /3pd)fiaTL <jov hcelvov airoXKve . . . pbrj evetcev ftpaypLaro? 
Karakve to epyov rov Oeov . . . koXov to purj (jyayelv tcpea, ptrjSe 
ttlgIv olvov , etc. He advises them that they should abstain from 
animal food, and from wine too, that they should accommodate 
themselves to the principles of the Jewish Christians in these 
particulars. Not that he wished to bind it upon the Gentile 
Christians as a duty, that they should conform to the Jewish 
Christians in eating and drinking; the object and the whole con¬ 
nection of his argument show us that he merely recommends 
abstention from such eating and drinking as might shock others. 
This did not by any means imply that the Gentile Christians were 
not to make use of their liberty where they were not in contact 
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with Jewish Christians, and had no such results to fear. This is 
the Apostle’s customary mode of dealing with such cases, and he 
must have been very anxious, when writing to the Roman 
Christians, to avert anything that might endanger those peaceable 
relations between Jewish and Gentile Christians on which the 
unity of the Church so much depended. He had most important 
truths to press upon the Jewish Christians; and his levelling of 
their claims and privileges seemed to be putting the Gentile 
Christians before them : so, on the other side, he had to guard 
against undue self-exaltation on the side of the Gentile Christians, 
and to remind them of the duties attached to the relation which 
they bore to the Jewish Christians. In xi. 18, sq ., he gave an 
emphatic warning against that arrogance into which the Gentile 
Christians might easily be betrayed in view of the advantage which 
their call to the kingdom of God appeared to give them. The 
passage xiv. 13-23 is to be regarded from the same point of view. 

There is besides an ancient authority in favour of the theory of 
the Judaistic character of the Roman Church, that of a commentary 
which is appended to the works of Ambrose. 1 With the view of 
explaining the circumstances of the Roman Church from its 
establishment,—ut rerum notitia habeatur plenior, principia earum 
requirere,—the author of this Commentary remarks on the intro¬ 
duction to the Epistle to the Romans :—Constat temporibus 
Apostolorum Judseos propterea, quod sub regno Romano agerent, 
Romse habitasse, ex quibus hi, qui crediderant, tradiderunt Romanis, 
ut Christum profitentes legem servarent. Romani autem, audita 
fama virtutum Christi, faciles ad credendum fuerunt, utpote 
prudentes nec immerito prudentes, qui male inducti (so far as 
they were converted by Jewish Christians) statirn correcti sunt 

1 To the works of Ambrose (in the Benedict. Edition, vol. iv., appendix, p. 33 f.) 
there are added Commentaria in xiii. Epistolas Paulinas. Augustine, who cites 
a passage from this Commentary (contra duas Epist. Pelag. iv. 7), names as the 
author one Hilarius, who apparently was a deacon of the Homan Church in the 
time of the Homan Bishop Damasus in the middle of the fourth century. In 
any case the Commentary seems to be of very early date, and to have been written 
by an author acquainted with the circumstances of the Homan Church. 
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(through the Epistle of the Apostle) et permanserunt in eo. Igitur 
ex Judseis eredentes et improbe sentientes de Christo legem servan- 
dam dicebant, quasi non esset in Christo salus plena. Ideo negat 
illos spiritualem gratiam consecutos. Hi ergo ex Judseis, ut datur 
intelligi, eredentes Christo, non aceipiebant, Deum esse de Deo, 
putantes uni Deo adversum, 1 quamobrem negat illos spiritualem 
Dei gratiam consecutos, ac per hoc confirmationem eis deesse. Hi 
(Jewish Christians of this kind), sunt, qui et Galatas subverterant, 
ut a traditione Apostolorum recederent, quibus ideo irascitur 
Apostolus, quia, docti bene, transducte fuerant, Romanis autem 
irasci non debuit, sed et laudare fidem illorum, quia nulla insignia 
virtutum videntes, nec aliquem Apostolorum, susceperant fidem 
Christi, ritu licet Judaico, in verbis potius quam in sensu, non enim 
expositum illis fuerat mysterium crucis Christi. (Here also the 
author shows how completely he was aware of the true point at 
issue between Pauline and Jewish Christianity. For Jewish Chris¬ 
tians generally the death of Christ possessed no essential import¬ 
ance ; in the pseudo-Clementine Homilies it is only mentioned 
once in passing, Horn. iii. 19.) Propterea quibusdam advenienti- 
bus, qui recte crediderant, de edenda carne, et non edenda (the 
author seems to refer this dispute not merely to the participation in 
the Gentile sacrificial feasts): quaestiones fiebant, et utrumnam spes, 
quae in Christo est, sufficeret, aut et lex servanda esset. In the 
same reference, pp. 38,39, it is remarked on Romans i. 10 and 13 :— 
Carnalem illos sensum assecutos significat, quia sub nomine Christi 
non ilia, quae Christus docuerat, fuerant assecuti, sed ea, quae fuerant 
a Judaeis tradita. Se autem cupere citius venire, ut ab hac illos 
traditione abstraheret, et spirituale illis traderet donum. Hinc 
datur intelligi, superius non fidem illorum laudasse sed facilitatem 
et votum circa Christum : Christianos enim se profitentes, sub lege 

1 For a long period afterwards the Jewish representation of the person of Christ 
was the prevailing one in the Homan Church. The Unitarians, at whose head 
stood Artemon, appealed for their doctrine to the ancient mode of teaching of 
the Roman Church, and the doctrine in the pseudo-Clementine Homilies, that 
Christ was God of God, was considered as in opposition to the Jewish Monotheism. 
Cf. Die Lehre von der Dreieinigkeit, Th. i. pp. 155, 279. 


352 


LIFE AND WORK OF PAUL. 


[Part II. 


agebant simpliciter, sicut illis fuerat traditum. Propositum et 
votum suum ostendit quod quidem scire illos non ambigit per eos 
fratres, qui ab Hierusalem vel confinibus civitatibus causa suae 
religionis ad urbem (this genuine Roman designation of the city 
of Rome indicates almost with certainty that the author of this 
Commentary was a Roman), veniebant, sicut Aquila et Priscilla, 
votum ejus insinuantes Romanis. Cum enim saepe vellet venire et 
prohiberetur, sic factum est, ut scriberet epistolam, ne diu in mala 
exercitatione detenti, non facile corrigerentur. Et fratres eos vocat, 
non solum, quia renati erant, sed et quia inter eos licet pauci qui 
recte sentirent. 

The author, as is clear from these last remarks, by no means 
holds the view which the more modern commentators have long 
taken for granted, namely, that the Apostle wrote to the Romans 
as to a Church with whom he was on friendly terms. He rather 
represents him as writing to them as to opponents, or as to those 
who were now for the first time to be brought to the true Gospel 
faith, and, according to the contents of the Epistle itself, and the 
entire position of affairs in the Roman Church, this must certainly 
have been the case. 

The two last chapters of the Epistle require a critical discussion 
for themselves. Doubts have more than once been expressed 
regarding them, and several features in them have been thought 
strange. One of these is the doxology at the end of chap. xvi. 
where we find it stands very detached, after the concluding bene¬ 
diction, and old authorities place it at the end of chap. xiv. 
Another is the nature of the contents of chap, xvi., in connection 
with which we have to remember Origen's statement that with 
Marcion the two last chapters were wanting. 1 This may be attri¬ 
buted to the famous habit of wanton mutilation in which the 

1 At tlie end of the Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans (Libr. x. 43) 
on the Doxology, xvi. 25-27, he says :—Caput hoc (the Doxology) Marcion, a 
quo scripturae evangelicae atqne apostolicae interpolatae sunt, de hac epistola 
penitus abstulit et non solum hoc, sed et ab eo loco, ubi scriptum est: Omne 
autem quod non est ex fide, peccatum est. (Romans xiv. 23), usque ad finem 
cuncta dissecuit. 
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fathers said that he indulged with regard to the Scriptures of the 
New Testament, yet it is quite as probable in itself that the mss. 
which he used were without these chapters. But a much more 
important objection than these, and one which is taken from a 
totally different point of view from that of most scholars, is the 
contrast presented by these two chapters to the whole character 
an3Tcontents of the Epistle. 

The section, xv. 1-13, contains nothing that has not been said 
better than here at xii. 1, sqq. To what end does the Apostle recur 
to exhortations he has already given, and how do they come to be 
in a tone such as we do not hear in the whole of the rest of the 
Epistle ? Such an appendix, in which the interests of the Jewish 
Christians are too obviously pressed forward, could not appear 
desirable except to another writer. How palpably is the Messianic 
passage quoted in ver. 3 brought in, in order to claim the support 
of the Old Testament for the good doctrine here to be given ? 
How can we believe that in an Epistle of such a nature, after all 
that has gone before, the Apostle could all at once make such a 
concession to the Jews as to call Jesus Christ a minister of 
circumcision, in order to prove the truth of God by the fulfilment 
of the promises made to the fathers. 1 The series of Old Testament 
passages which follows at ver. 9 is adduced for the sole purpose of 
soothing the feelings of the Jewish Christians with regard to the 
admission of the Gentile Christians, this being spoken of as on a 
different level from that of the Jewish Christians, and a matter of 
pure grace ( rd Se edvrj vn rep eXeov ? $o%dcrcu top Geop , ver. 9). The 
author may have had before him the passage ix. 24-29, but the 
comparison brings out very strongly the difference in the mode of 
argument adopted in the two passages. At ix. 24 the grand sweep 

1 Olshausen remarks on xv. 7, 8:—“It is curious how the Apostle represents 
the relation of Christ to the Jews as one of obligation. In consequence of the 
promises made to the fathers, God was, as it were, obliged to send Christ to the 
Jews for the sake of his own truthfulness, while Christ was preached to the 
Gentiles merely out of mercy. All this is to be understood of course merely kclP 
avdpconov, for in chap. x. Paul finds fault with the Jews for thinking that God’s 
grace was theirs by right.” Is it of course that the Apostle speaks mr 
avOpanov, i.e, says the opposite of what he said before ? 
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of his discussion brings the Apostle to speak of the call of the 
heathen, and he justifies it, and the exclusion of a part of the Jews 
which was connected with it, from prophecies of the Old Testa¬ 
ment. But here, at xv. 9-12, we have a mere congeries of Old 
Testament passages, which is to remind the Jewish Christians 
whose conduct so imperfectly answered to the to avro typovetv ev 
aKkrjkot 9 Kara Xptarov 5 Irjcrovv, and to the opoBvpaSov ev evt 
err opart Sofjd^etv rov ©eov, teat 7 rarepa rov k . rj. ’I. Xp ., that in 
the Old Testament itself the calling of the Gentiles to a common 
thanksgiving with the Jews had been the subject of prophecy. 
We wonder still more, in what follows, how the Apostle could 
think it necessary to apologise for writing to the Romans at all. 
If the Roman Christians, to whom the Epistle is addressed, were 
not merely so thoroughly well-intentioned, but also so filled with 
all knowledge, and so fitted to admonish themselves, as the Apostle 
declares his conviction that they are in ver. 14, it would certainly 
have been quite superfluous to write such an epistle to them. 
Nor could they have required that iwevparucov yapurpa which he 
says at i. 11 that he was anxious to communicate to them, in order 
to establish their faith, for the pneumatical is the essence of the 
deeper knowledge. We should then have to regard it as a mere 
captatio benevolentice that he uses such expressions in this passage, 
and it must have been with the same object that he calls his 
Epistle in some sort a great boldness, for which it is necessary to 
excuse himself—his excuse being that he writes as one who, 
because of the grace that is given to him of God, can put them in 
mind when he writes that, as a minister of Jesus Christ, he fills 
the priestly office of a preacher of the Gospel among the Gentiles. 
He appeals to his mission to the Gentiles, and when he says, ver. 18, 
that he will not dare to ascribe anything falsely to himself that 
Christ was said to have done through him, but which, in fact, had 
been done not by him but by others, his apology seems meant to 
meet the supposition that he had claimed something for himself 
unwarrantably, to which his preaching of the Gospel did not 
entitle him, his principle being never to interfere in the province 


Chap. III.] 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 


355 


of another (20). But that which made him seek to ward off* the 
appearance of such an assumption is nothing else than the Epistle 
to the Roman Church itself, that Tokpbrjporepov eypci^a, to which he 
had been forced by the pressure of circumstances, and in the course 
of his missionary calling (23). This bold Epistle having once been 
written, it seemed to the author of chap. xv. that the only way to 
remove the bad impression it must make was to represent the 
Apostle as declaring that he is aware he ought to keep within the 
limits of his own missionary sphere, and that he had been trying 
to respect these limits when he formed this relation to the Roman 
Church. With this aim he speaks, ver. 19, of the sphere of activity 
over which he had travelled from Jerusalem to Illyricum. But 
how can we suppose that the Apostle himself could speak of 
Jerusalem as the starting-point of his career, and that, in order to 
put this strongly, he counted even Arabia, Syria, and Cilicia, where 
he himself declares, Gal. i. 22, that he entered on his career as a 
preacher of the Gospel, as being round about Jerusalem? Is not this 
too evidently a concession made to the Jewish Christians, according 
to whose views every preacher of the Gospel could only start from 
Jerusalem? Commentators do not know what to make of this 
Illyricum; there is no trace whatever of any journey of Pauls into 
that rude, inhospitable land, which at that time was still inhabited 
by barbarians. It seems easier to take the expression as a merely 
oratorical one—as if he had touched the extreme borders of this 
province on some minor Macedonian journey, perhaps—than to 
interpret it in the light of the political importance which attached 
to Illyricum in the Roman way of speaking, as the border-land 
between east and west. These two limits, Jerusalem and Illyricum, 
as well as the expression 'ireTrkrjpcoKevcu to evayyekcov Xpiarov, 
which must mean that he had filled this space completely with 
the Gospel, are meant to represent the Apostle's task as having 
lain in the East, and being now completely discharged. This is 
also the meaning of what he says afterwards (ver. 23), that in these 
parts, i.e. in the East, he had nojnorc^room to preach the Gospel, 
as if the whole of these districts were so full of the Gospel he had 
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preached that there was nothing more for him to do there. How 
the Apostle could say this is a question which no one can help 
asking, and after all that has been said no reasonable explanation 
has yet been found. But is it not clear that the reason why the 
Apostle is said to have so completely finished his work in the East 
is that his crossing the threshold of the West may appear to have 
been a step which circumstances forced him to take, and which would 
provide him with the best justification for writing to the Christians 
of Borne ? He stands now on the border of the West; only in the 
West can he find a further sphere of action; but why does he here 
speak of being bound in honour only to preach the Gospel in those 
places where Christ was not yet named ? And when he speaks of 
his long cherished wish to visit Borne, and sees it about to be 
fulfilled, why does he at once look beyond Borne to far-distant 
Spain ? Does it not seem as if there were here drawn a geogra¬ 
phical line between two apostolic spheres of action, and that Borne 
and Italy, with the countries near them, were reserved for an 
ecclesiastical province, in which the Apostle could only appear as 
a passing traveller, in order to avoid trespassing on the sphere of 
another ? To the author of chap xv. Borne and Italy and the neigh¬ 
bouring countries were already under another apostolic authority, the 
sphere of which extended so far that not till he reached Spain could 
our Apostle feel himself upon a soil where he could freely exercise 
his mission as Apostle to the Gentiles without any fear of build¬ 
ing on another's foundation, or encroaching on another’s territory. 
Although Gaul was still at that time an unconverted country, it was 
considered, as we find in the later traditions respecting its conversion 
as a country so closely connected with, and belonging to the Boman 
Church, that the Apostle could merely pass through it on his 
journey. The writer who could make the Apostle speak and act 
in this way must have been a Paulinist of similar sentim ents with 
the author of the Acts^who, like him, had no scruples in letting 
his Apostle make all possible concessions to the Jewish Christians. 
These allowed him to take his stand with the other Apostles, not 
as one of equal claims, but only as a preacher of the Gospel, or as 
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a XetTovpyo 9 3 Irjaov Xpiarov eh tcl edvi 7 , as he is called in verse 16, 
with an expression evidently chosen in order to avoid calling him 
by the name of “ Apostle,” which name they had not yet granted 
him. All this goes to excuse the ToXpLrjpdrepov eypatya, but how 
could Paul himself ever think of making an excuse for his Epistle ? 
If he really believed, according to the principle ascribed to him 
(verse 20 ), that his field of work lay only in the exclusively 
Gentile world, he would never have conceived the idea of writing 
an apostolic Epistle to the Eomans. Por what was it but an 
ol/coSo/xetv e£? aKKorptov OepLeXtov for him to write an Epistle of 
such a nature as this Epistle to the Romans to a Jewish-Christian 
Church not founded by him, and with the view of establishing it 
in Christianity by imparting to it such a TTveyfiartKov %ap£oy*a, 
i. 11 , or rather, of raising it from its attachment to Judaism to the 
really evangelical Christianity ? Whether this instruction was 
conveyed by word of mouth or by letter, the essential principle 
was the same. In either case the Apostle would have acted in a 
manner which could not be reconciled with the principle of his 
apostolic labours, which he himself enunciates in this passage. 
Is this probable ? and why does he express himself in this manner 
only at the conclusion of his Epistle, and not at the beginning ? 
Is not the commencement of the Epistle in complete contradiction 
with the end, when in the commencement the Apostle not only 
does not express the least anxiety to justify himself in writing 
such an Epistle, but declares it to be his duty to work, without 
making any exception, and without regard to any distinction of 
nationality or cultivation, among the nations—the edvrjy an expres¬ 
sion to which he gives the widest possible meaning ? It is 
impossible that the Apostle himself should have appended such an 
excuse to his Epistle. A further ground of doubt with regard to 
the genuineness of this chapter, is the relation in which it stands 
to the second Epistle to the Corinthians, especially to the passage 
x. 13-18. Here we have the original, from which the unknown 
author has borrowed the material for his supplement to the apostolic 
Epistle. The two sections correspond to each other both in contents 
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and expression in such a way that we can only ask whether it is 
probable that the Apostle here makes use of what he had at an 
earlier period said to the Corinthians, or whether, considering the 
tendency with which it is done here, it must be the work of 
another. As the subject of the whole passage, 2 Cor. x. 13-18, is 
Kav'xaaOai , so in Romans xv. 17, the Apostle speaks of his a :a\)yjt)<jis 
kv Xpiard* ’Irjaov , with reference to ra 7rpo? rov Oeov , and as in 
2 Cor. xii. 12, he says, ra arjpieia rov diroaroXov Karecpydadrj kv 
GripbeloLs KaX repaac KaX Swapeac, so in Rom. xv. 18, he will not 
dare to say anything respecting S>v ov Karecpydaaro XpcarX)? Sc 
kpcov \6ya> KaX epycp (compare 2 Cor. x. 11) kv Svvdpcec Grjpceccov 
KaX repdrcov, kv Svvdpcec irveipcaros dycov . The chief point of the 
parallel, however, lies in Romans xv. 20, where the words of the 
Apostle that he is cj)L\orcpLOvpLevo<; evayyeXc^eaOac ov% oitov dvopcdcr- 
6rf XpLGTOs, cva per) krr aWorpiov OepceXcov OLKoSopbw are very 
clearly borrowed from what he lays down as his rule, 2 Cor. x. 16, 
el? ra virepeKecva vpcwv ovk kv dXkorpccp Kavovc eU ra iroepea Kav %- 
r\aaa6ac } or as he says in the same sense, in verse 15, ov Kav^aaOac 
kv dWoTpcois kottocs. In this last passage, the Apostle speaks of 
his Kav^aaOac, which was founded on the objective success of his 
labours, as contrasted with the vain, empty, immoderate, subjective, 
and arbitrary Kav^daQac of his opponents, which is only a Kav^aa- 
6ac kv aWoTplois kokov*. They make the labours of other men 
the subject of their own boasting—arrogantly intrude on his apo¬ 
stolic province, appropriate to themselves what he had achieved in 
the preaching of the Gospel, and give themselves out to be the 
true founders of the Corinthian Church, just as if he had never 
been in Corinth at all. In opposition to these men, he declares 
that it is not his way to boast of himself at the expense of others, 
or where others have already laboured to appropriate their work to 
himself; that he always adheres to his rule to remain within the 
measure of the sphere of action allotted to him by God, and that 
he hopes through the increase of the faith in the Corinthian Church 
to become so great in his own Kavcov that he may even have an 
abundance, so that he may preach the Gospel even beyond Corinth, 
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without boasting “ in another man’s line of things made ready to 
his hand.” In Eomans xv. the Apostle is made to apply this rule 
of his apostolic labours in such a sense as to declare that he did 
not consider himself justified in going to Eome except in passing. 
He is made to say that he is only coming to Eome on his way, to 
be at once sent forward by the Eomans on his further journey, as 
soon at least as he has enjoyed their company as much as is 
possible under the circumstances, verse 24 ( . . . eav v/iwv 
irpcoTov arro piepovs epurK^adw)} He was going to Eome then, 
only as a traveller who was going further ; but where was he going 
to ? He was to make the shortest possible stay in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Eome : he was going on to Spain. How this journey of 
the Apostle into Spain is one of the most improbable events 
that we hear of in connection with him. Ho one else says any¬ 
thing about it, and if this passage is thus the only testimony in 
favour of its occurrence, nothing can be more doubtful than the 
supposition that the Apostle ever entertained even the idea of such 
a journey. We must consider what motive he could have had for 
it. Because the Apostle had so filled the East with his preaching, 
that he could not remain in it without being idle, and because in 
the West, if he went to Eome he would be in a place where he 
could not remain without building on another man’s foundation, 
nothing remained but that he should go to Spain! How com¬ 
pletely unnatural all this is. Why then had he so great a desire 
to go to Eome, if, as he himself is obliged to confess, he has nothing 
at all to do there, but must appear as a stranger, perhaps even as 
an unwelcome guest ? If the author of chapter xv. did not invent 
this journey into Spain entirely out of his own head, we can only 
explain his idea by referring to the chapter of the Corinthian 
Epistle on which he founds. The Apostle writes to the Corinthians, 
x. 15, 16, “ I hope el? ra inrepe/ceiva vpicov evayyeXl&aOai” He 
thus expresses his intention to extend his missionary journeys 
still further, and to preach the Gospel in the countries lying 

1 “Non quantum vellein, sed quantum licebit,” as Grotius strikingly puts the 
sense of these words. 
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beyond Corinth and Achaia. The word virepe'tceiva, which indicates 
even more exactly than the word eireKeiva that which lies beyond, 
on the other side, is very elastic, and may indicate a country at a 
distance as well as a nearer one. As Rome and Italy were reserved 
for another apostolic authority, and the missionary sphere of this 
latter was to be kept as large as possible, it might very easily 
occur to the writer that this wrepefcecva must mean Spain. The 
translation of el$ t a virepenetva evayyekl^ecrOai, into iropeveaOai eh 
tt)v 2ttclvlclv , shows beyond doubt that tKk author of chapter xv. 
had the second Epistle to the..Corinthians befor e- him, and that he 
utilised the principle enunciated by the Apostle himself for the 
purposes of the Judaising tendency (from which standpoint this 
alien appendix to the Epistle to the Romans has to be considered). 
Verses 25-27 contain a further proof of this dependence. The 
subject here treated of is the journey of the Apostle to Jerusalem, 
for the purpose of transmitting the contribution made in Macedonia 
and Achaia, to the Christians of that city; and this is spoken of 
in the same manner as the Apostle speaks of it himself in 2 Cor. 
The contribution is represented as a duty on account of the fcoivcovta, 
which should unite the Christians of those churches with that of 
Jerusalem, 2 Cor. viii. 13, 14, ix. 12 , sq. 1 How clearly is the 
Jewish Christian interest of the author of chap. xv. expressed, 
when he recommends this contribution as only a labour of Christian 
love, and represents it as a token of thankfulness from the Gentile 
Christians, which they have reason to show, since the Christians of 
Jerusalem have caused them to participate in the 7 TvevpLaritca, the 
blessings of Christianity. On this subject the Apostle says nothing 

1 The dependence on 1 and 2 Corinthians is especially obvious in Romans xv. 
27, where o<£et\e'rcu avToav elarijr el yap rot? irveypariKois , etc., is only another 
expression for the thought in 1 Cor. ix. 11 : el rjpe7s vpuvra TvvevpariKa ivneipapev. 
The author might also be led to this by 2 Cor. ix. 6, where there is mention of 
a ( Tire'ipciv and 6epl£eiv. There is also an obvious agreement in expression as 
is generally the case with second-hand writers of this kind. Compare SiaKoveiv 
to'Is dylois, Romans xv. 25, and bianovla els tovs aylovs, 2 Cor. ix. 1 ; Koivwvla 
els tovs nTQi^ovs tow aylcov ev ’lep., Romans xv. 26, and Koivuvla rrjs Siaicovlas 
rrjs els tovs aylovs , 2 Cor. viii. 4. The expression ev\oyla, komans xv. 29, occurs 
repeatedly at 2 Cor. ix. 5. 
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in those passages of his Epistle in which this idea, if he had ever 
entertained it, must have been present to his mind, he does not 
even attach this sense to the fcoivcovla of which he speaks ; there 
is not in any way the least hint that he had ever thought of the 
Church at Jerusalem as the Mother Church, as sustaining such a 
relation to the Gentile-Christian Churches. It is he himself and 
no one else, who introduced the Gospel to them. It would not 
accord with the independence on which he insists with so much 
emphasis as distinguishing his preaching of the Gospel, if we 
found him representing the Christian blessings which he had been 
the means of imparting to these Churches as a benefit conferred 
on them from Jerusalem. This account of the matter is due to 
a different man, the author of chap. xv. He shows himself to be 
a different man, who can look beyond the Apostle’s time, when 
he speaks of the dangers by which the Apostle was menaced in 
Judaea, as standing before his mind in a manner which we do 
not trace elsewhere, except with the author of the Acts of the. 
Apostles, xx. 22. 1 

1 It may be worth while to mention that the passage Rom. xv. 28, and its 
journey to Spain, have been used as the key to the Epistle by a writer who 
admits the correctness of the method I have adopted in examining the aim and 
the line of thought of the Epistle, but advances a view directly opposed to mine. 
This is the main purport of a work by Th. Schott, Licentiat und Privatdocent 
at Erlangen: “Der Romerbrief seinem Endzweck und Gedankengang nach. 
Erlangen, 1858.” The subject is regarded from the point of view of the Apostle's 
projected journey. He stands at the most important crisis in his missionary 
career, being about to pass from the East to the West. He sees himself already 
in the West, at the utmost limit of his career, but this limit is distant; the 
ways which lead to it, and all the intermediate steps have to be seriously con¬ 
sidered. This is the occasion which produced the Epistle to the Romans. So 
extensive a line of operations required to have its basis well secured, and that 
basis could be nowhere but at Rome, and in the Roman Church. This Church 
then had first to be won for his design ; this was what determined the character 
of the Epistle, and this gives us the point of view from which alone the contents 
of the Epistle can be correctly interpreted. Cf. p. 99, sq., the section on the 
results of the preliminary inquiry. “ To come to terms with the Roman Church, 
it was necessary for Paul to set forth at length the nature of his apostolic activity, 
and the principles by which he was led in carrying out his calling. The Church 
which he wishes to make his point of departure for his new labours, which is to 
give him the key to his new field of activity and some hope of success in it. 
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Th^Jast^cJiapter has been frequently impugned, and even apart 
from that which precedes it, it certainly produces the impression of 
a later origin. The long series of persons whom the Apostle greets 
has quite the appearance of a catalogue of those who were known 
at the time as the notabilities of the primitive Eoman Church. As 
the relation of the Apostle Paul to the Eoman Church became 
afterwards a subject of party strife, it might easily seem to a 
follower of Paul that it would be well to give a proof by such a 
document as this, that the Apostle stood in very close and con¬ 
fidential relations with the best-known members of the original 
Church, and that many of them had been of special service to 
him. This is particularly mentioned, verse 4, olnve ? wrep rrj <? 
'^rv'xfjs fjiov rov eavrcov rpd^rjXov vired^fcav, and verse 6, rpn? 7 roWa 
efcoTTiaaev eU To make the Apostle's connection with these 

this Church must first of all be assured that the principles and views on which 
his apostolate to the Gentiles was based were in conformity with its own 
Christian faith.” The writer deals mainly with this point in working out his 
view of the aim of the Epistle to the Romans. He says expressly, p. 101, “ that 
the Apostle selects from the general body of the evangelical Christian doctrine, 
first what was important to him as the determining principles for his work among 
the Gentile Christians, and then what might serve to show that his apostolic 
procedure was in thorough agreement with the true principles of the gospel.” 
But in this view it is clear that the contents of the Epistle are nothing but a con¬ 
fession of faith which the Apostle lays before the Christians of Rome in order to 
convince them that on the basis of such a belief they may well take up his cause 
and promote his work. This point shows as well as any other how destitute 
this writer's view is both of any true foundation in history, and of the true 
evangelical spirit which alone can appreciate Paulinism, and sympathise with its 
opposition to Judaism. On this subject two completely opposite views are 
current. According to the view which is opposed to mine, the importance of 
Paulinism consists in nothing more than this, that the Apostle traverses wide 
districts of the world as a wandering missionary, and that at last his apostolical 
pilgrim staff touches the soil of Spain. In my view the essential interest of 
Paulinism does not consist in its passage outwardly from East to West, to a 
Gentile world where missionary labour had not even the support of a Jewish 
diaspora, but in the deep-rooted opposition, in virtue of which the true gospel of 
Christianity overcame Jewish particularism, and proved able to break through 
a barrier which was absolutely irreconcilable with the absolute idea of the One 
God, who stood over Jew and Gentile alike. The outcome of Paulinism is that 
universalism which, at its highest point, as it appears in the Epistle to the Romans, 
towers so far above the particularism of Judaism, and declares that no national 
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early Eomans Christians appear more distinctly, mention is 
repeatedly made of relatives whom he had among them; verse 7, 
tov 9 crvyyevet? fiov; verse 11, tov avyyevr) /jlov. Also verse 13, 
T7]p fjLTjrepa avrov Kcu Ifiox3 , a word is used, to say the least, by 
which the idea of relationship is suggested. If we add verse 21, 
where avyyeveis of the Apostle are named amongst those greeting, 
we may justly ask in what other passage of his genuine Epistles 
does the Apostle speak so much of his relations ? Besides, how 
suspicious is the mention and description of some of these persons ? 
Aquila and Priscilla are in Ephesus, 1 Cor. xvi. 19 ; according to 
Bomans xvi. 3 they are in Eome. It is possible that in the not 
very long interval between the composition of these two Epistles 
they may have returned from Ephesus to Eome ; but this is only 
a mere possibility, of which there is no further proof. As there 


advantages or privileges can be recognised as having any foundation in the idea 
of God. 

It is the prevalent opinion that the Roman Church was more Gentile than 
Jewish Christian, but it is as clear as ever that the whole tenor of the Epistle 
points the other way. If the Roman Church was mainly Jewish Christian, we 
can easily account for its origin, from the intercourse of the large Jewish colony 
in Rome with the mother country. But how can a Gentile Christian Church 
have come into existence there ? Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles knows 
nothing of the fact, and stands before the Church as a perfect stranger. And 
how lofty a pitch of Christian faith must this Gentile Christian Church have 
attained to, if the Apostle’s object in the weighty discussions of his Epistle be 
merely to obtain their consent and sympathy with views which he supposes them 
to be already familiar -with ! If he wrote the Epistle -when in the act of taking 
the momentous step from the East to the West, and with the view of having the 
Roman Church for his basis of operations in his remoter labours, what a grand 
mistake must he have made! At this interesting epoch of his life he devoted 
his energies to a plan which, whether or not the Apostle really thought of it, 
there is every reason for thinking was never executed. What evidence is there 
that the Apostle ever was in Spain ? Thus the whole theory of the Epistle which 
we spoke of resolves itself into a mass of arbitrary and unsupported assump¬ 
tions ; and the more we understand the Apostle’s thought, the more strange does 
it appear that this grand Epistle can have owed its origin to the project of a 
journey to Spain, which moreover is mentioned in a part of the Epistle which 
we have other reasons for suspecting. Such commentators should first of all 
seek to comprehend the genius of Paulinism ; then instead of making Paulinism 
and Judaism walk together hand in hand, they would see that what is most 
characteristic of the Apostle is just his opposition to Judaism. 
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are many other suspicious things in this chapter, the supposition 
is forced upon us that they are only named because they would 
naturally be placed at the head of such a catalogue as this, in 
which the author designed to enumerate the original Roman 
Christians who were in close connection with the Apostle. It is 
justly remarked 1 that the words 1 Cor. xvi. 19, added to the mention 
of Aquila and Priscilla, crvv rfj kcut olkov avrcov e/cfc\r)crla, are 
precisely the same as those in Romans xvi. 5, kcu rrjv /car olkov 
avrcov €KK\rjaiav . This suggests the answer to the question, how 
does Epaenetus, the beloved of Paul, who is said to be the first- 
fruits of the Christians in Asia (verse 5) appear at Rome ? This 
description is evidently taken from the conclusion of the first 
Epistle to the Corinthians, where it is said of Stephanas, verse 15, 
ore eariv airapyT) tt?? ’ Abacas. This is now transferred to one of 
the Roman Christians, only instead of ’A^atas, (which is the 
reading of some mss . at Rom. xvi. 5) we find ’Ao-lcls, since 
the honour of the airapyj) of any particular district can only be 
applied to one person. But airap^ri ’lra\la<z, which we might 
have expected, would not do : Epaenetus, the airapyi}, was to be 
the Apostle's own convert, like Stephanas, 1 Cor. xv. 15 ; and 
Andronicus and Junia had been converted to Christianity even 
before the conversion of the Apostle himself (verse 7). These two 
Roman Christians of so early a date could also be made avyyevel^ 
of the Apostle, and thus placed in the closest relations with him ; 
and the phrase Ittig^ol ev rairoarokoi^ might suggest that 
they had stood on friendly terms with the older Apostles. How 
they could be called his GwaL^akcoroL, at a time when the 
Apostle had not yet endured any lengthy imprisonment, is in¬ 
explicable (the earlier fyvkaKai , 2 Cor. vi. 5, xi. 23, could not justify 
such a description); but it is a very natural prolepsis for a later 
writer to whom such traits possessed great interest. That in such 


1 D. Scliulz, Theol. Stud, und Kritik. 1829, iii. page 609. Schulz urges several 
reasons against chap. xvi. in his Review of Eichhorn’s and de Wette’s “ Ein- 
leitung,” and thinks that Paul addressed it more probably to Ephesus than to 
Rome, as if Paul must have been the writer of it in any case. 
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a connection as this there follows a section respecting the Judaising 
false teachers, is quite in harmony with our theory, as the writer, 
placing himself in the person of the Apostle, would consider an 
argument against such opponents to be one of the chief criteria of 
an Epistle of Paul. The description has no bearing on the rest of 
the Epistle, and is not in the least characteristic ; the expressions 
are the vaguest and most general that could be used on the subject. 
On the other hand there are certain phrases as verse 20, 0eo9 
avvrpl^ei top 2 aravav viro tod? iroSas v / acdv , verse 18, SovXevovai 
rrj eavrcov KoiXta, compare Phil. iii. 19, which are meant to give 
in intensity what is wanting in colour. To this category belongs 
the expression (ver. 4) inrep ri 79 yjrv'xfjs (jlov top iavrcov TpdyrjXov 
vire07]Kav . If we add to this the awkward way in which verses 
17-20 are introduced between the greetings, verses 1-16, and 21-24, 
and the uncertainty of the position of the concluding doxology, we 
certainly possess suffi cie nt grounds for considering this chapter as 
not written by Paul. The criticism of the last chapters leads to 
but one result: they must be held to be the work of a Paulinist, 
writing in the spirit of the Acts of the Apostles, seeking to soothe 
the Judaists, and to promote the cause of unity, and therefore 
tempering the keen anti-Judaism of Paul with a milder and more 
conciliatory conclusion to his Epistle. 1 

1 If these two chapters be an appendix of later date, and if the above be a true 
account of the aim they were to serve, they afford us some evidence both about 
the reception which the Apostle’s Epistle encountered at Home, and about the 
continued preponderance of the Judaistic element in the Roman Church. 
Compare on this, and on the data furnished to the same effect by the Epistles 
which bear to have been written by the Apostle in his imprisonment at Rome, 
especially that to the Philippians, Schwegler, Nachap. Zeit. i. 297, ii. 123. 
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